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Commentary/Commentario

El Semanario Endorses Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser

[ Semanario/The Weekly
E/ssue is very pleased to en-
dorse Mr. Phil Weiser, cur-
rent Colorado Attorney Gener-
al, for another term as the state’s
Attorney General. Mr. Weiser has
served in his current position since
January 8, 2019 and is current-
ly campaigning for re-election,
which we wholeheartedly recom-
mend.
Mr. Weiser has an extensive
professional history of civic con-
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Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser. / £l
Fiscal General de Colorado, Phil Weiser.

tributions to Denver, to Colorado,
and to the U.S., not only in the law
and the legal profession in Colo-
rado but also on the national lev-
el. He served as Professor of Law
and Dean of the University of
Colorado Law School where he
helped educate the next genera-
tion of lawyers. His preparation for
Attorney General was exception-
al as he served as Deputy Assis-
tant Attorney General in the U.S.
Department of Justice and in a

Senior Advisor position for Presi-
dent Obama’s National Economic
Council, among other such posi-
tions.

For the Latina/o community in
Colorado, Attorney General Phil
Weiser represents by far the best
candidate inthe November 8 elec-
tion. As early as 2019, his first year
in office, he helped lead changes
to update police training, since as
he has stated he realized that “for
40 years there wasn't any effort to

For the Latina/o
community in Colorado,

Attorney General Phil
Weiser represents by far
the best candidate in the

November 8 election.

redesign the academy training”
for new police candidates (CPR

See Weiser on page 22

El Semanario Respalda al Fiscal General de Colorado Phil Weiser

L Semanario/The Weekly
E Issue se complace en re-

spaldar al Sr. Phil Weiser,
actual Fiscal General de Colora-
do, para otro periodo como Fiscal
General del estado. EL Sr. Weiser
ha servido en su posicion actual
desde el 8 de enero de 2019 y ac-
tualmente esta haciendo campana

para la reeleccion, que recomen-
damos de todo corazon.

El Sr. Weiser tiene un extenso
historial profesional de contribu-
ciones civicas a Denver, a Colo-
rado y a los Estados Unidos, no
solo en la ley y la profesion legal
en Colorado, sino también a nivel
nacional. Fue profesor de Dere-

cho y decano de la Facultad de
Derecho de la Universidad de Col-
orado, donde ayudo a educar a la
proxima generacion de abogados.
Su preparacion para Fiscal Gen-
eral fue excepcional, ya que sirvio
como Fiscal General Adjunto en el
Departamento de Justicia de los
EEUU. y en un puesto de Asesor

Senior para el Consejo Economico
Nacional del Presidente Obama,
entre otros cargos.

Para la comunidad latina en
Colorado, el Fiscal General Phil
Weiser representa, con mucho, el
mejor candidato en las elecciones

Vea Weiser/Esp, pagina 10

Para la, comunidad latina
de Colorado, el fiscal
general Phil Weiser
representa sin duda,

el mejor candidato en
las elecciones del 8 de
noviembre.

El Semanario Endorses State Senator Brittany Pettersen for Congress

n the District 7 upcoming
I election November 8, cur-

rent Colorado State Senator
Brittany Pettersen has more than
earned The WeeRly Issue/El Sem-
anario’s strong endorsement to
replace retiring U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives member Ed Perlmut-
ter. Ms. Pettersen will bring to the

United States Congress the same
balanced political perspective she
has demonstrated in the Colorado
Legislature along with her ability to
envision current and future needs
of her constituents. She served in
the Colorado House from 2013-
2019 and currently in the Colorado
Senate since January of 2019.
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U.S. Congressional candidate, Colorado State Senator Brittany Pettersen. / La candidata
al Congreso de los Estados Unidos, la senadora estatal de Colorado Brittany Pettersen.

Ms. Pettersen was one of the
sponsors of Colorado’'s “Equal pay

for Equal Work Act,” which went
into effect in 2021 and has been

Brittany Pettersen’s
numerous successful
sponsorships of such bills
reveals she is not only
adept at working with
others but also effective
in doing so to provide
representation for her
constituents.

credited with paving the way for
reducing the compensation gap
“based on sex or gender identity”
(CU Connections analysis, July 17,

See Pettersen on page 18

El Semanario Apoya a la Senadora Estatal Brittany
Pettersen para el Congreso

n las proximas elecciones
E del Distrito 7. el 8 de

noviembre, la actual sena-
dora estatal de Colorado Brittany
Pettersen se ha ganado con creces
el fuerte respaldo de The Weekly Is-
sue/El Semanario para reemplazar
al miembro de la Camara de Rep-
resentantes de los Estados Unidos
que se retira, Ed Perlmutter. La Sra.
Pettersen traera al Congreso de
los Estados Unidos la misma per-
spectiva politica equilibrada que
ha demostrado en la Legislatura
de Colorado, junto con su capaci-
dad para prever las necesidades
actuales y futuras de sus electores.
Ella sirvio en la Camara de Colora-

do de 2013 a 2019 y actualmente
en el Senado de Colorado desde
enero de 2019.

La Sra. Pettersen fue una de
las patrocinadoras de la “Ley de
Igualdad Salarial por Igualdad de
Trabajo” de Colorado, que entro
en vigor en 2021 y a la que se le
ha atribuido el mérito de allanar
el camino para reducir la brecha
de compensacion “basada en el
sexo o la identidad de género”
(analisis de CU Connections, 17
de julio de 2021). Este proyecto
de ley personifica el enfoque de
la Sra. Pettersen de trabajar para
intentar garantizar la igualdad de
trato para todos, una conviccion

Los numerosos
patrocinios exitosos de
Brittany Pettersen de
tales proyectos de ley
revelan que ella no sélo

es habil en el trabajo
con los demas, sino
también eficaz en hacerlo
para, proporcionar la
representacion de sus
electores.

Vea Pettersen/Esp, pagina 18
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El Semanario Endorses U.S. Congressman Jason Crow

n the face of our nation's most
I uncertain times, Congress-

man Jason Crow has proven
his commitment to defend our de-
mocracy. His courageous actions
during and after the Jan. 6 insurrec-
tion reflect Congressman Crow's
allegiance to our nation. He never
wavers on his commitment to de-
mocracy. "As a lawyer who special-
ized in conducting independent
legal investigations, | know how
critical Congress’ power to investi-
gateis for understanding facts, dis-
covering corruption and culpability,
and holding people accountable. |
spent time in countries where fun-
damental rights—like the right to
vote—aren't guaranteed. So, | know
that we must protect those rights
here at home. That's why | cospon-
sored the Voting Rights Advance-
ment Act to help ensure that all
Americans who are eligible to vote
can exercise that right,” states Con-
gressman Crow.

The values and integrity of Con-
gressman Jason Crow are appar-
ent through his numerous efforts
to defend our democracy, his push
for civil rights and criminal justice
reform have catapulted his stand-
ing as a US. Representative that
we can count on.

The values and integrity
of Congressman Jason

Crow are apparent
through his numerous
efforts to defend our
democracy.

Rep. Crow is genuine in his out-
reach efforts to be inclusive to the
community he serves, champion-
ing the rights of immigrants, wom-
en, LGBTQ community and is a

voice for veterans and their rights.
As a member of the House Armed
Services Committee, Rep. Jason
Crow jointly introducing a bill to
codify and expand access to abor-
tion care for U.S. servicemembers.

Congressman Crow has also
addressed Colorado's housing af-
fordability crisis, and continuously
works to create solutions for Colo-
rado families.

He also recently supported the
Affordable Insulin Act, that caps
the out-of-pocket cost of insulin at
$35 per month.

Congressman Crow has stood
at the forefront in demanding leg-
islation on humane and just immi-
gration reform, as well as calling at-
tention to the plight of immigrants
lingering in privatized detention
centers in District 6. Along with
colleagues, Congressman Crow
has pressed the Biden Administra-
tion to end federal contracts with
for-profit ICE facilities.
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U.S. Congressman Jason Crow. / £l congresista estadounidense Jason Crow.

He continues to advocate for
Dreamers (DACA/ Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals) to en-
sure they are provided with a path
towards citizenship. Most recently,
Rep. Jason Crow passed bipartisan
legislation to help eliminate barriers

to employment facing immigrants
and refugees across the country
through the House of Representa-
tives. The Bridging the Gap for New
Americans Act passed the Senate

See Crow on page 20

El Semanario Apoya al Congresista Jason Crow

nte los tiempos mas in-
ciertos de nuestra nacion,
el congresista Jason Crow

ha demostrado su compromiso
con la defensa de nuestra democ-
racia. Sus valientes acciones du-
rante y después de la insurreccion
del 6 de enero reflejan la lealtad
del congresista Crow a nuestra na-
cion. Nunca vacila en su compro-
miso con la democracia. “Como
abogado especializado en la real-
izacion de investigaciones legales
independientes, sé lo fundamental
que es el poder de investigacion
del Congreso para comprender
los hechos, descubrir la corrupcion
y la culpabilidad, y hacer que las
personas rindan cuentas. He pas-
ado tiempo en paises donde los
derechos fundamentales -como
el derecho al voto- no estan ga-
rantizados. Por eso sé que debe-
mos proteger esos derechos aqui
en casa. Por eso copatrocine la
Ley de Avance del Derecho al Voto
para ayudar a garantizar que todos
los estadounidenses que tienen
derecho a votar puedan egjercer
ese derecho’, afirma el congresis-
ta Crow.

Los valores vy la integridad del
congresista Jason Crow son evi-
dentes a traves de sus numerosos
esfuerzos para defender nues-
tra democracia, su impulso a los
derechos civiles y la reforma de la
justicia penal han catapultado su
posicion como un representante
de los EE.UU. con el que podemos
contar.

El representante Crow es gen-
uino en sus esfuerzos por ser in-
clusivo con la comunidad a la que
sirve, defendiendo los derechos
de los inmigrantes, las mujeres, la
comunidad LGBTQ y es una voz
para los veteranos y sus derechos.
Como miembro del Comité de
Servicios Armados de la Camara
de Representantes, el congresista
Jason Crow ha presentado con-
juntamente un proyecto de ley
para codificar y ampliar el acceso
a la atencion del aborto para los
miembros de las fuerzas armadas
estadounidenses.

Los valores y la
integridad del congresista,
Jason Crow son

evidentes a través de
sus numerosos esfuerzos
para defender nuestra,
democragcia.

El congresista Crow también
ha abordado la crisis de asequibil-
idad de la vivienda en Colorado, y
trabaja continuamente para crear
soluciones para las familias de
Colorado.

También apoyd recientemente
la Ley de Insulina Asequible, que
limita el coste de bolsillo de la in-
sulina a 35 dolares al mes.

El congresista Crow ha estado
a la vanguardia en la exigencia de

una legislacion sobre la reforma
de la inmigracion humana y jus-
ta, asi como en llamar la atencion
sobre la dificil situacion de los in-
migrantes que permanecen en los
centros de detencién privatizados
en el Distrito 6. Junto con sus co-
legas, el congresista Crow ha pre-
sionado a la Administracion Biden
para que ponga fin a los contratos
federales con las instalaciones de
ICE con fines de lucro.

Continua abogando por los
Dreamers (DACA/ Accion Diferida
para los Llegados en la Infancia)
para asegurar que se les propor-
cione un camino hacia la ciudada-
nia. Mas recientemente, el repre-
sentante Jason Crow aprobo una
legislacion bipartidista para ayudar
a eliminar las barreras al empleo
que enfrentan los inmigrantes vy
refugiados en todo el pais a traves
de la Camara de Representantes.
La ley Bridging the Gap for New
Americans Act fue aprobada por el
Senado a principios de este vera-
no, y ahora se dirigira a la mesa del
Presidente Biden para su firma.

El congresista es un abogado
consumado y es un veterano del
ejército que sirvio como miembro
de la 822 Division Aerotransporta-
da, dirigio un peloton de paracaid-
istas durante la invasion de Irak y
obtuvo la Estrella de Bronce por
sus acciones de combate. A su re-
greso de Irak, Jason se unio al 75°
Regimiento de Rangers de élite
del Ejército, sirviendo en dos giras
adicionales - en Afganistan, como

parte de la Fuerza de Operaciones
Especiales Conjuntas, donde Ja-
son sirvio a lo largo de la frontera
con Pakistan.

El congresista Jason Crow rep-
resenta al 6° Distrito del Congre-
so de Colorado y forma parte de
los Comités de Pequenas Empre-

sas y de Servicios Armados de la
Camara de Representantes, asi
como del Comité Selecto Per-
manente de Inteligencia de la
Camara de Representantes, y es
vicepresidente del Grupo de Tra-

Vea Crow/Esp, pagina 24
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Abbott and DeSantis Compete to Demonstrate who is More Anti-Immigrant

Maribel Hastings and David
Torres

he competition to show
who is the most anti-im-
migrant Republican gover-

nor in the United States is under-
way. And it's not hard to see that,
between Ron DeSantis of Florida
and Greg Abbott of Texas, the pri-
mary inspiration of their measures
against thousands of human be-
ings who opt for the United States
as a country of safety is winning the
favor of the most extreme among
the Republican base, with an eye
toward the presidential nomination
in 2024.

The political panorama in the
runup to the November 8 mid-
term elections is both simple and
complex, with Abbott and DeSan-
tis running for reelection, but also

®
8
s
>
-
4
g
S
£
=<
8
8
=
S
=
=3
]
=
=
a.

having very concrete plans regard-
ing the 2024 presidential race.
Simple, because Republicans
like DeSantis and Abbott stop at
nothing when it comes to their
political ambitions, whether it be
trampling on the human dignity of
people seeking asylum, sending
them to Democratic cities as a “les-
son,” they say. due to what is hap-
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pening on the southern border—
which is a phenomenon that has
occurred at the most transited bor-
der line in the world even before
these governors' very existence.
Complex, because with their
actions are defining not only the
future of their states, but of this
nation that already knows what
it's like under a regime like Donald

Trump’s, with openly xenophobic
and anti-immigrant public policies,
then becoming a destablizing ele-
ment in the U.S. democracy, after
roundly losing the White House in
2020 and not accepting it.

But while DeSantis and Abbott
fight to become Trump’s successor
among the most recalcitrant seg-
ment of the Republican base, the
ex-president also threatens a sec-
ond act in the quest for the pres-
idential nomination. And like the
first time, his preferred scapegoat
continues to be immigrants.

At arally in Warren, Michigan on
Saturday, Trump declared it's vital
for Congress to pass to Republi-
can hands in order to "stop the in-
vasion on our southern border.” He
added that if Democrats continue

See Hastings & Torres on page 18

This racism and
extremism, condoned
and promoted by
Republican leaders—
whether directly or
by not denouncing
it—continues to claim
lives. For example, last
week in Texas, two
white brothers shot a
group of migrants who
were drinking water
by the side of the road,
killing one of them and
wounding a woman. One
of the aggressors was
warden of a migrant
detention center in that
state.

Abbott y DeSantis Compiten por Mostrar Quién es el Mas Antiinmigrante

Maribel Hastings y David
Torres

a competencia por dem-
L ostrar quien es el goberna-
dor republicano mas antiin-
migrante de Estados Unidos esta
en curso. Y para nadie es dificil

saber que entre Ron DeSantis, de
Florida, y Greg Abbott, de Texas,

la inspiracion mayor de sus me-
didas en contra de miles de seres
humanos que optan por Estados
Unidos como pais de salvacion es
ganarse el favor de la base repub-
licana mas extremista con la mira
puesta en la nominacion presiden-
cial en las elecciones de 2024.

Asi de simple, pero asi de com-
plejo se ha tornado el panorama

politico de cara a los comicios in-
termedios del 8 de noviembre,
con Abbott y DeSantis en busca
de la reeleccion, pero también con
proyecciones muy concretas en
torno a las elecciones presidencia-
les de 2024.

Simple, porque republica-
nos como DeSantis y Abbott no
detienen sus ambiciones politicas
ante nada, asi sea pisoteando la
dignidad humana de solicitantes
de asilo, enviandolos hacia ciu-
dades democratas para “escar-
miento”, segun ellos, por lo que
ocurre en la frontera sur, que es
un fenomeno que ha ocurrido en
la franja fronteriza mas transitada
del mundo aun antes de la exis-
tencia misma de dichos goberna-
dores.

Compleja, porque con sus ac-
ciones se esta definiendo no solo
el futuro de sus estados, sino el
de esta nacion que ya supo lo que
es estar bajo un régimen como
el de Donald Trump, con politi-
cas publicas abiertamente xeno-
fobas y antiinmigrantes, para lu-
ego convertirse en un elemento
desestabilizador de la democracia
estadounidense, tras perder ro-
tundamente —y no aceptarlo— la
Casa Blanca en 2020.

Pero mientras DeSantis y Ab-
bott luchan por convertirse en el
sucesor de Trump entre la base re-
publicana mas recalcitrante, el ex-
presidente también amenaza con
un segundo acto en la busque-
da de la nominacion presidencial.
Y como en la primera vuelta, su
chivo expiatorio preferido siguen
siendo los inmigrantes.

En un mitin en Warren, Michi-
gan, el sabado, Trump declard que
es vital que el Congreso pase a
manos republicanas para “detener
la invasion en nuestra frontera sur”.
Y agrego que si los democratas
siguen controlando el Congreso,
la situacion “empeorard” porque
quieren “forzar una amnistia ma-
siva, y darle asistencia publica a los
indocumentados, seguro médico
gratis y el derecho al voto™

De hecho, esta extrema dere-
cha republicana parece disfrutar
al ser identificada con lo peor del
movimiento Trumpista, que si bien
en términos politicos resultd ser
un éxito electoral entre los suyos,
representd un retroceso histérico
que ha mantenido a la sociedad
estadounidense anclada nueva-
mente a temas que se creian su-
perados.

En efecto, el racismo y el sen-
timiento  antiinmigrante  siguen
siendo hoy parte del menu de op-
ciones del comportamiento social
estadounidense, temas que aho-
ra mismo son incluso parte de las
encuestas de las mas prestigiadas
firmas y universidades del pais. Es
decir, aun se sigue midiendo qué
tan racista se es en el Estados Uni-
dos de hoy. Increible.

Ese racismo y el extremismo
condonado y promovido por lide-
res republicanos, ya sea de mane-
ra directa o no condenandolo,
sigue cobrando vidas. Por ejem-
plo, la semana pasada, en Texas,
dos hermanos anglosajones dis-
pararon contra un grupo de mi-
grantes que tomaba agua al borde
de la carretera, matando a uno de

ellos e hiriendo a una mujer. Uno
de los agresores era alcaide en un
centro de detencion de migrantes
en ese estado.

Ese racismo y el
extremismo condonado
y promovido por lideres
republicanos, ya sea
de manera directa o
no condenandolo, sigue
cobrando vidas. Por
ejemplo, la, semana,
pasada, en Texas, dos
hermanos anglosajones
dispararon contra un
grupo de migrantes que
tomaba, agua al borde de
la, carretera, matando a
uno de ellos e hiriendo
a una mujer. Uno de los
agresores era alcaide en
un centro de detencién
de migrantes en ese
estado.

En ese contexto se desarrol-
lan tanto las estrategias como las
campanas para las elecciones in-
termedias de noviembre, cuyos re-
sultados seran la antesala del pais
en el que nos tocara vivir en los
proximos anos: si en uno que siga
apostando por la diversidad cultur-
al y la tolerancia, o en otro donde
incluso las libertades se vean limit-
adas en funcion de politicas publi-
cas de exclusion y de barbarie.

Vea Hastings & Torres/Esp, pagina 19
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"The Fight of Farmworkers is the Fight for All of Labor’

By Kenny Stancil

fter vetoing similar legis-
lation last year and threat-

ening to do so again last
month, California Gov. Gavin New-
som on September 28th, signed
Assembly Bill 2183 into law, mak-
ing it easier for farmworkers in the
state to participate in union elec-
tions.

"This is an incredible
victory. Starting next
year, farmworkers can
participate in elections
free from intimidation
and deportations. ;Sise
puede!"

Teresa Romero,
President, United Farm
Workers

The Democratic governor's
about-face on the measure rep-
resents a major victory for labor
leaders. It follows a monthslong
push by United Farm Workers of
America (UFW) and the California
Labor Federation (CLF) and comes
in the wake of pressure from Presi-
dent Joe Biden and two high-rank-
ing national Democrats with Cali-
fornia ties—Vice President Kamala
Harris and House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi.

“This is an incredible victo-
ry, said UFW president Teresa
Romero. "Starting next year, farm-
workers can participate in elec-
tions free from intimidation and
deportations. iSi se puede!”

A.B. 2183, which the CLF called
‘the most consequential pri-
vate sector organizing bill in our
state's history," gives farmwork-
ers a streamlined way to unionize
without having to cast a ballot at a
polling place on or near growers'
property following a monthslong
anti-union campaign.

Proponents say the newly en-
acted law, which contains sever-
al provisions aimed at preventing
union-busting and was opposed
by dozens of agriculture indus-
try groups, will make it harder for
bosses to subdue and retaliate
against the workers who provide
most of the nation's fruits and veg-
etables, many of whom are un-
documented and fearful of being
deported.

When California's Democrat-
ic-led Legislature approved the
bill in August, Newsom's office ex-
pressed opposition. The governor
only signed it after his administra-
tion, the CLF, and UFW “reached
a ‘supplemental agreement’ on
provisions that will be introduced
in the next legislative session,”
the New York Times reported last
week.

According to the Associated
Press: "The agreement includes a
cap on the number of unionization

Photo/Foto: United Farm Workers

A monthslong push by United Farm Workers of America and the California Labor Federation ended in victory for farmworkers, as
California Gov. Gavin Newsom signed AB2183 on September 28, 2022. / La presion ejercida durante un mes por la Union de Campesinos
de América y la Federacion de Trabajadores de California termind con una victoria para los trabajadores agricolas, ya que el gobernador de

California, Gavin Newsom, firmo la ley AB2183 el 28 de septiembre de 2022
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Fight for 15 LA joined the Farm Workers Union as powerful advocates to urge California Gov. to sign AB2183, allowing farmworkers
to participate in union elections. / Fight for 15 LA se unio al Sindicato de Trabajadores Agricolas como poderosos defensores para instar al
gobernador de California a que firme la ley AB2183, que permite a los trabajadores agricolas participar en las elecciones sindicales.

petitions over the next five years
and will allow state regulators to
better protect worker confidentiali-
ty and safety, Newsom's office said.
It would do away with an option for
workers to unionize through mail-in
voting that is contained in the cur-
rent language, but keeps a ‘card
check’ election process”

Under the revised law, farm-
workers will still have the op-
portunity to "vote from home or
anywhere else they feel comfort-
able" reducing the likelihood of
employer intimidation, UFW leg-
islative and political director Giev

Kashkooli told the news outlet.

As the CLF explains: Majority
sign-up, or “card check," allows
workers who want to join a union
to sign a card authorizing the
union to represent them in col-
lective bargaining. If a majority of
workers sign cards, the cards are
submitted to the National Labor
Relations Board (private sector) or
the Public Employment Relations
Board (public sector). If the Board
finds that the majority of workers
want a union, the union is entitled
to recognition. In California, public
sector employees already have

the right to majority sign-up; all
workers should be able to orga-
nize under this fair and democrat-
ic system.

In a video, Romero told those
who led and supported the fight
for free and fair union elections
that "this is your victory.”

“Every one of you who strug-
gled and donated your time and
your energy to get this done,” said
Romero. “Farmworkers organized
and sacrificed to make their voices
heard and to pass A.B. 2183."

See UFW on page 19


https://www.commondreams.org/news/2022/08/29/sign-bill-united-farm-workers-press-newsom-california-union-measure
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2022/08/29/sign-bill-united-farm-workers-press-newsom-california-union-measure
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2022/09/05/biden-adds-pressure-newsom-powerful-backing-california-farmworkers-bill
https://twitter.com/UFWupdates/status/1575251269685420033
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2183
https://twitter.com/CaliforniaLabor/status/1575240040224915457
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/28/business/california-farmworkers-newsom.html
https://apnews.com/article/biden-business-california-kamala-harris-gavin-newsom-d9ec4ee77d9430c4bf8ec7b17b68c3fc
https://calaborfed.org/union-organizing/majority_sign-up_or_card_check/
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Sheriff-Department
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‘La Lucha de los Trabajadores Agricolas es la Lucha de Todos los Trabajadores'
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Durante treinta dias y noches, el sindicato United Farm Workers Union y sus defensores presionaron para que el gobernador de
California firmara la ley AB2183, que permite a los trabajadores agricolas participar en las elecciones sindicales. / For thirty days and
nights, the United Farm Workers Union and advocates pushed for California Gov. to sign AB2183, allowing farmworkers to participate in union

Por Kenny Stancil

espues de vetar una leg-
islacion similar el ano
pasado y de amenazar

con hacerlo de nuevo el mes pas-
ado, el gobernador de Califor-
nia, Gavin Newsom, firmo el 28 de
septiembre el proyecto de ley de
la Asamblea 2183, que facilita la
participacion de los trabajadores
agricolas del estado en las elec-
ciones sindicales.

El cambio de opiniéon del gober-
nador democrata sobre la medida
representa una importante victo-
ria para los lideres sindicales. Se
produce despuées de un mes de
presion por parte de la Union de
Campesinos de América (UFW) y
la Federacion de Trabajadores de
California (CLF), y se produce tras
la presion del presidente Joe Biden
y de dos democratas nacionales
de alto rango con vinculos en Cal-
ifornia; la vicepresidenta Kamala
Harris y la presidenta de la Camara
de Representantes Nancy Pelosi.

“Esta es una victoria increible”,
dijo la presidenta de la UFW, Te-
resa Romero. A partir del proximo
ano, los trabajadores agricolas po-
dran participar en las elecciones
libres de intimidacion y deporta-
ciones. Si se puede!”

A.B. 2183, que el CLF llamo “el
proyecto de ley de organizacion
del sector privado mas conse-
cuente en la historia de nuestro es-
tado’, da a los trabajadores agrico-
las una forma simplificada para
sindicalizarse sin tener que emitir
un voto en un lugar de votacion
en o cerca de la propiedad de los

elections.

productores después de una cam-
pana antisindical de meses.

Los proponentes dicen que la
ley recien promulgada, que con-
tiene varias disposiciones desti-
nadas a impedir la destruccion de
sindicatos y a la que se oponen
docenas de grupos de la industria
agricola, hara mas dificil que los
patrones sometan y tomen repre-
salias contra los trabajadores que
proporcionan la mayor parte de las
frutas y verduras del pais, muchos
de los cuales son indocumentados
y temen ser deportados.

Cuando la Legislatura de Cali-
fornia, liderada por los demadcra-
tas, aprobo el proyecto de ley en
agosto, la oficina de Newsom ex-
preso su oposicion. EL gobernador
solo lo firmoé después de que su
administracion, la CLF y la UFW
“llegaran a un ‘acuerdo comple-
mentario’ sobre las disposiciones
que se introduciran en la proxima
sesion legislativa’, informo el New
York Times la semana pasada.

Segun Associated Press: “El acu-
erdo incluye un limite en el nume-
ro de peticiones de sindicalizacion
durante los proximos cinco anos
y permitird a los reguladores es-
tatales proteger mejor la confiden-
cialidad y seguridad de los traba-
jadores, dijo la oficina de Newsom.
Se eliminaria la opcion de que
los trabajadores se sindicalicen a
traves del voto por correo que fig-
ura en el lenguaje actual, pero se
mantiene un proceso de eleccion
de "verificacion de tarjetas””

Bajo la ley revisada, los traba-
Jjadores agricolas seguiran tenien-
do la oportunidad de “votar desde

casa o desde cualquier otro lugar
en el que se sientan comodos’, re-
duciendo la probabilidad de intim-
idacion por parte del empleador,
dijo el director legislativo y politico
de la UFW, Giev Kashkooli, al me-
dio de comunicacion.

Como explica el CLF: La firma
por mayoria, o “verificacion de tar-
jetas", permite a los trabajadores
que quieren afiliarse a un sindica-
to firmar una tarjeta que autoriza
al sindicato a representarlos en la
negociacion colectiva. Si la may-
oria de los trabajadores firman
las tarjetas, éstas se presentan a
la Junta Nacional de Relaciones
Laborales (sector privado) o a la
Junta de Relaciones Laborales
Publicas (sector publico). Sila Jun-
ta considera que la mayoria de los
trabajadores quieren un sindicato,
este tiene derecho a ser recono-
cido. En California, los emplea-
dos del sector publico ya tienen
derecho a la afiliacion mayoritaria;
todos los trabajadores deberian
poder organizarse con este siste-
ma justo y democratico.

En un video, Romero dijo a
quienes lideraron y apoyaron la
lucha por unas elecciones sindi-
cales libres y justas que “esta es
vuestra victoria™.

“‘Cada uno de ustedes que
lucho y dono su tiempo y su en-
ergia para lograr esto”, dijo Rome-
ro. “Los trabajadores agricolas se
organizaron y se sacrificaron para
que sus voces fueran escuchadas
y para aprobar la ley A.B. 2183".

""Hsta es una victoria
increible. A partir
del préximo afio, los
trabajadores agricolas
podran participar en
las elecciones libres
de intimidacién y
deportaciones. Si se
puede! "

Teresa Romero,
Presidente, UFW

A partir del 3 de agosto, como
informo KCRA la semana pasada,
los miembros de la UFW se em-
barcaron en “un viaje de 24 dias y
335 millas desde el condado de
Kern, cerca de Bakersfield, hasta
el capitolio del estado, una marcha
que el activista de los derechos ci-
viles César Chavez lidero por prim-
era vez en 1966."

Aunque Newsom decepciono a
los trabajadores agricolas al anun-
ciar casi al final de la marcha que
“no puede apoyar un proceso elec-
toral por correo no probado’, los

Vea UFW/Esp, pagina 20
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Braille Proofreader Preserves the Power of Words

COLORADO

By Cory Phare

rom an early age, Jo Eliza-
F beth Pinto understood the
power of words.

As a child growing up in Brigh-
ton, she specifically recalled her
father reading to her about Osceo-
la, a fabled leader of the Seminole
Nation. Pinto, who is blind, was sad
when the story was over, but her
spirits lifted when her dad would
offered to start the book over from

the beginning.
‘| couldn't see what he was
reading but remember being

amazed that the story was tucked
away safely in the book and that
you could just go back to experi-
ence it again,” she said. ‘I thought,
' want to do that. | want to save
words in books so people can read
anytime.”

That powerful  experience
sparked a flame still burning in
Pinto today, one that contributed
to Pinto's being chosen as a 2022
Corn Mothers inductee, honoring
Indigenous women of the South-
west.

Constantly composing, Pin-
to landed her first publication in
Jack and Jill magazine at age 12. A
short-story collection she devel-
oped in high school later became
her first book, one of several she

has released, including “The Bright
Side of Darkness” about mentor-
ing. resilience and second chanc-
es, written while caring for her first
husband, who had ALS (Lou Geh-
rigs disease), and "Daddy Won't
Let Mommy Drive the Car: True
Tales of Parenting in the Dark,” a
memoir about raising her daughter.

“I just want people to
know our communities
are our responsibility;
we don'’t get a pass on

that. Everybody can do
something. And if we live
with our eyes and hearts
open, the world will be a
better place.”

Jo Elizabeth Pinto

“A lot of people think moms with
disabilities aren't fully capable of
having or raising kids, but that's not
true at all.” Pinto said.

It's not just about amplifying her
own voice. Today, Pinto proofreads
Braille books such as English, his-
tory and math textbooks (and “the
occasional murder mystery”). To do
this, text is run through translation
programs and converted into the

raised-dot Braille system, along
with tactile graphics and picture
captions. These oversize tomes
are sent to Pinto, who painstaking-
ly reviews the copy before sending
them back to program directors to
fix the errors.

She began proofreading part-
time in 1997 and expanded to full-
time in 2005.

“There's always work, and it's
just the niche | found to pay for my
author habit,” she said.

A shift brought Pinto to Metro-
politan State University of Denver
in 2002 to study Nonprofit Man-
agement, a program now housed
in the Department of Human Ser-

vices and Counseling. Transitioning
from a career in social work, Pinto

relished the opportunity to also
work in the University's Access
Center, teaching students how to
use adaptive technology such as
screen readers, magnifiers and
voice-to-text tools to improve their
lives.

Pinto's dedication to communi-
ty and service led to her inclusion
in the Corn Mothers Class of 2022,
said Renee Fajardo, founder of the
project and head of MSU Denver's
Journey Through Our Heritage pro-
gram. Nominated by poet Elena
Guerrero Townsend, Pinto will join
21 other inductees Oct. 21 at a free
reception marking the opening of a
yearlong exhibition at History Col-
orado.

‘Jo Elizabeth Pinto is a true in-
spiration to everyone,” Fajardo said.
“The obstacles she has overcome
and the tenacity she has shown
encourage others to never give
up and keep on going, no matter
what.”

Other 2022 Corn Mother in-
ductees include Ellen Alires-Tru-
Jillo, Batkhishig  Batochir, Shirley
Romero Otero and Alicia Carde-
nas, an iconic tattoo artist/mural-
ist and social activist who will be
honored posthumously.

Pinto expressed gratitude for
the honor, though she stressed
that the work of narrative preser-
vation within the pages of books
continues. Coming from a long
line of storytellers and communi-
ty-builders, it's literally in her DNA,
she said, reflecting on hearing
an elderly aunt from New Méxi-
co share never-before-heard ac-
counts.

‘As I've gotten older, | under-
stand that the story is what's im-
portant,” Pinto said. "We lose so
much from our families if we don't
capture it

Her work ensures that ever
more individuals have access to
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Photo/Foto: Alyson McClaran for MSU RED

MSU Denver alumna Jo Elizabeth Pinto proofreads Braille books, including English,
history and math textbooks, in her home in Brighton, Colorado, where she lives with
her husband and 14-year-old daughter. / La ex alumna de MSU Denver Jo Elizabeth Pinto
corrige libros en braille, incluidos libros de texto de ingles, historia y matematicas, en su casa de
Brighton, Colorado, donde vive con su marido y su hjja de 14 anos.
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Jo Elizabeth Pinto painstakingly reviews Braille copy before sending texts back to
program directors to fix the errors. / Jo Elizabeth Pinto revisa minuciosamente la copia en
braille antes de enviar los textos a los directores de los programas para que corrijan los errores.

shared wisdom of families big and
small. And at a time of fraying so-
cial cohesion, Pinto sees compas-
sion as a prerequisite to making
necessary changes to our shared
story — and perhaps even to be-
ginning again.

“l just want people to know our
communities are our responsibil-
ity; we don't get a pass on that”
Pinto said. "Everybody can do
something. And if we live with our
eyes and hearts open, the world
will be a better place.”

The opening reception for the
Return of the Corn Mothers exhibi-
tionis Fri. Oct. 21, from 530 to 9 p.m.
at History Colorado. The event will
feature music, food and a ceremo-
ny honoring all Corn Mothers past
and present. The event is free but
requires RSVP.

Corey Phare is a Writer with MSU
RED. This story originally appeared
on MSU Denver RED.

For More Colorado News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Weiser/Esp

del 8 de noviembre. Ya en 2019, su
primer ano en el cargo, ayudo a
liderar los cambios para actualizar
la formacion de la policia, ya que,
como ha declarado, se dio cuenta
de que “durante 40 anos no hubo
ningun esfuerzo para redisenar la
formacion de la academia” para
los nuevos candidatos a policia
(CPR News 3 de octubre de 2022),
lo que llevo a una mejor interac-
cion entre la policia y la comuni-
dad, incluso para el publico latino.
Enfatiza otros temas de interés
para la comunidad latina, incluy-
endo “la defensa de los derechos
civiles, incluyendo los derechos
reproductivos” como abogado
principal del estado, y “la protec-
cion de nuestra tierra, aire y agua”,

junto con otros temas de interés
para nuestras generaciones ac-
tuales y futuras.

Por las razones anteriores vy
mas, The Weekly Issue/El Sema-
nario le insta a votar para reelegir al
Sr. Phil Weiser como Fiscal General
de Colorado.

Conozca mas sobre de Phil
Weiser aqui.

El Consejo Editorial de The
Weekly Issue/El Semanario

Traducido por Juan Carlos
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El
Semanario.

Leer Mas Comentarios:
ELSEMANARIO.US


https://www.legendsofamerica.com/na-osceola/
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https://www.msudenver.edu/chicana-chicanx/journey/
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https://www.cornmothers.com/ellen-alires-trujillo.php
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El Corrector de Pruebas en Braille Preserva el Poder de las Palabras

COLORADO

Por Cory Phare

esde muy joven, Jo Eliza-
beth Pinto comprendio el
poder de las palabras.

Cuando era nina y crecia en
Brighton, recordaba especifica-
mente a su padre leyendole sobre
Osceola, un legendario lider de la
Nacion Seminola. Pinto, que es cie-
ga. se entristecia cuando termina-
ba la historia, pero su animo se le-
vantaba cuando su padre le ofrecia
volver a empezar el libro desde el
principio.

“No podia ver lo que estaba ley-
endo, pero recuerdo que me sor-
prendio que la historia estuviera
guardada en el libro y que se pu-
diera volver a vivirla", dijo. "Penseé:
‘Quiero hacer eso. Quiero guardar
las palabras en los libros para que
la gente pueda leer en cualquier
momento™.

Aquella poderosa experiencia
encendio una llama que todavia
hoy arde en Pinto, y que contribuyo
a que fuera elegida como miem-
bro de las 2022 Corn Mothers, en
honor a las mujeres indigenas del
suroeste.

Pinto, que compone constante-
mente, consiguio su primera pub-
licacion en la revista Jack and Jill
a los 12 afos. Una coleccion de
cuentos que desarrollo en el insti-
tuto se convirtid mas tarde en su
primer libro, uno de los varios que
ha publicado, entre ellos “El lado
bueno de la oscuridad”, sobre la
tutoria, la resiliencia y las segundas
oportunidades, escrito mientras
cuidaba de su primer marido, en-
fermo de ELA (enfermedad de Lou
Gehrig), y "Papa no deja que mama
conduzca el coche: True Tales of
Parenting in the Dark”, unas me-
morias sobre la crianza de su hija.

“‘Mucha gente piensa que las
madres con discapacidades no
son totalmente capaces de tener o
criar hijos, pero eso no es cierto en
absoluto’, dijo Pinto.

No se trata solo de amplificar
su propia voz. En la actualidad, Pin-
to corrige libros en braille, como
libros de texto de inglés, historia
y matematicas (y “algun que otro
asesinato misterioso”). Para ello,
el texto se pasa por programas
de traduccion y se convierte al
sistema Braille de puntos en re-
lieve, junto con graficos tactiles y
pies de foto. Estos tomos de gran
tamano se envian a Pinto, que revi-
sa minuciosamente la copia antes
de devolverlos a los directores de
programas para que corrijan los er-
rores.
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Jo Elizabeth Pinto ha escrito varios libros, entre ellos “El lado luminoso de la oscuridad”,
escrito mientras cuidaba a su primer marido, enfermo de ELA (enfermedad de Lou
Gehrig), y "Papa no deja que mama conduzca el coche: True Tales of Parenting in the
Dark”, un libro de memorias sobre la crianza de su hija. / Jo Elizabeth Pinto has written
several books, including "The Bright Side of Darkness,” written while caring for her first husband,
who had ALS (Lou Gehrig's disease), and "‘Daddy Won't Let Mommy Drive the Car: True Tales of
Parenting in the Dark," a memoir about raising her daughter. /

Empezo a corregir a tiempo par-
cial en 1997 y paso a hacerlo a ti-
empo completo en 2005.

“Siempre hay trabajo, y es el
nicho que encontré para pagar mi
habito de autora’, dijo.

Un cambio llevod a Pinto a la
Universidad Estatal Metropolitana
de Denver en 2002 para estudi-
ar Gestion de Organizaciones sin
animo de lucro, un programa que
ahora se encuentra en el Depar-
tamento de Servicios Humanos
y Asesoramiento. Al pasar de una

carrera de trabajo social, Pinto dis-
fruto de la oportunidad de trabajar
tambien en el Centro de Acceso
de la Universidad, ensefiando a los
estudiantes a utilizar tecnologia de
adaptacion como lectores de pan-
talla, lupas y herramientas de voz a
texto para mejorar sus vidas.

La dedicacion de Pinto a la co-
munidad y al servicio llevo a su in-
clusion en la Clase de Madres del
Maiz de 2022, dijo Renee Fajardo,
fundadora del proyecto y directo-
ra del programa Journey Through

Our Heritage de MSU Denver.
Nominada por la poetisa Elena
Guerrero Townsend, Pinto se unira
a otras 21 personas en una recep-
cion gratuita que marcara la aper-
tura de una exposicion de un ano
de duracion en History Colorado.

“Jo Elizabeth Pinto es una ver-
dadera inspiracion para todos",
dijo Fajardo. “Los obstaculos que
ha superado y la tenacidad que
ha mostrado animan a otros a no
rendirse nunca y seguir adelante,
pase lo que pase”.

Entre las otras madres del maiz
de 2022 se encuentran Ellen Ali-
res-Trujillo, Batkhishig Batochir,
Shirley Romero Otero y Alicia
Cardenas, una iconica artista del
tatuaje/muralista y activista social
que sera honrada a titulo postu-
mo.

Pinto agradecio el honor, aun-
que subrayo que la labor de
preservacion de la narrativa en las
paginas de los libros continua. Al
provenir de una larga linea de nar-
radores y constructores de comu-
nidades, esta literalmente en su
ADN, djjo. reflexionando sobre el
hecho de escuchar a una anciana
tia de Nuevo Meéxico compartir re-
latos nunca antes escuchados.

"Sélo quiero que la
gente sepa que nuestras
comunidades son nuestra,
responsabilidad; no
tenemos un pase en eso.

Todo el mundo puede
hacer algo. Y si vivimos
con los gjos y €l corazén
abiertos, el mundo sera

un lugar mejor".

Jo Elizabeth Pinto

‘A medida que he ido crecien-
do, he comprendido que lo impor-
tante es la historia”, dijo Pinto. “Per-
demos mucho de nuestras familias
si no lo captamos”.

Su trabajo garantiza que cada
vez mas personas tengan acceso
a la sabiduria compartida de fa-
milias grandes y pequenas. Y en
una época en la que la cohesion
social se esta resquebrajando,
Pinto considera que la compasion
es un requisito previo para realizar

Vea Pinto/Esp, pagina 18
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Complaint Alleges Discrimination Against Students with Disabilities

COLORADO

By Erica Meltzer

bram Sisneros was excit-
ed to go to kindergarten at
the same school his older

brother attended and where he
had just completed two years of
preschool.

But at a meeting before the
start of kindergarten, his parents
were told that Abram, who has
Down syndrome, needed more
services than the school could
provide. He wouldn't be able to
attend the school his parents had
chosen for him.

The district was able to turn
Abram away because Colorado's
school choice law — which al-
lows most students to attend any

school that has room for them,
regardless of boundaries — also
allows school districts to reject
students with disabilities if admin-
istrators say the school can't meet
a particular student's educational
needs.

A complaint filed with the US.
Department of Education’'s Office
for Civil Rights alleges that state
law allows school administrators
to discriminate against students
with disabilities and ignore federal
civil rights requirements intended
to protect them.

“The school choice law is not
discriminatory on its face, but if
you look at it in the context of spe-
cial education and what families
are being told and which families
cant enroll in a choice school,
that's when it becomes problem-

atic,” said Emily Harvey, youth ad-
vocacy team leader for Disability
Law Colorado and the lead author
of the complaint.

Harvey said she hears fre-
quently from families like the Sis-
neroses. In many cases, the re-
jected students have specialized
education plans that call for a rel-
atively low level of services and
spend most of their time in gener-
al education classrooms, she said.
State law doesn't give families a
lot of options because the discre-
tion for administrators is so broad.

‘It was really hard to have con-
versations with parents where
a school district is citing school
choice law to say why they're be-
ing denied enrollment and feeling
like if their kid has an IEP. school
choice isn't available to them,”

Harvey said. “We don't want par-
ents to feel helpless.”

Individualized education pro-
grams, or |[EPs, describe the educa-
tional needs and goals of students
with disabilities and what ser-
vices they need to be successful
in school. Some students instead
have 504 plans, if they qualify for
extra help under a different section
of federal law.

Rather than ask for separate in-
vestigations of individual cases, the
complaint seeks changes to the
school choice law on behalf of all
Colorado students and names the
State Board of Education, Education
Commissioner Katy Anthes, and the
Colorado Department of Education
as the entities engaged in discrim-
ination because they oversee the
open enrollment system.

“It was really hard to
have conversations with
parents where a school

district is citing school

choice law to say why
they’re being denied

enrollment and feeling

like if their kid has an

IEP, school choice isn’t

available to them. We

don’t want parents to feel
helpless.”

Emily Harvey, Disability
Law Colorado

Dana Smith, a spokeswoman for
the Colorado Department of Edu-
cation said officials are aware of the

See Disabilities on page 21

Querella Alega Discriminacién Contra Estudiantes Discapacitados

COLORADO

Por Erica Meltzer

bram Sisneros estaba entu-
siasmado por ir al Kinder en
a misma escuela de su her-

mano, y donde habia recién com-

pletado dos anos de preescolar.
Pero en una reunion antes del

comienzo de clases, a sus padres

les dijeron que Abram, que tiene
Sindrome Down, necesitaba mas
servicios de los que esa escuela
podia ofrecer. Por lo tanto, no po-
dria asistir a la escuela que sus pa-
dres habian seleccionado.

El distrito pudo rechazar a
Abram porque la ley de opcion de
escuelas de Colorado (la cual per-
mite que la mayoria de los estudi-
antes asistan a cualquier escuela
que tenga cabida para ellos, no

importa donde vivan) tambien per-
mite que los distritos escolares re-
chacen a un estudiante discapac-
itado si sus administradores dicen
que la escuela no puede satisfacer
las necesidades educativas de ese
estudiante en particular.

Una querella presentada ante
la Oficina de Derechos Civiles del
Departamento de Educacion de
Estados Unidos alega que la ley
estatal permite que los administra-
dores escolares discriminen con-
tra estudiantes discapacitados y
que pasen por alto los requisitos
federales de derechos civiles cuyo
proposito es protegerlos.

“La ley que permite seleccionar
una escuela no parece discrimina-
toria a primera vista, pero si uno la
analiza en el contexto de educacion
especial y lo que les estan dicien-
do a las familias, y cuales familias
no pueden matricular a sus hijos
en la escuela de su preferencia,
entonces se vuelve problematica”,
dijo Emily Harvey, lider de defensa
de adolescentes de la organizacion
Disability Law Colorado 'y la principal
autora de la querella.

Harvey dice que frecuente-
mente se entera de familias como
los Sisneros. En muchos casos,
los estudiantes rechazados tienen
planes de educacion especial que
piden un nivel relativamente bajo
de servicios y pasan la mayor parte
del tiempo en los salones de edu-
cacion general, dijo ella. La ley es-
tatal no les da muchas opciones a
las familias porque la capacidad de
decision de los administradores es
sumamente amplia.

“Fue bien dificil tener conversa-
ciones con los padres cuando un

distrito escolar cita la ley de op-
cion escolar para decirles por quée
se les esta negando matricular a
su hijo(@) y sienten que él o ella no
tiene opcion escolar disponible por
tener un IEP" senald Harvey. "No
queremos que los padres se sien-
tan impotentes”.

Los programas de educacion
individualizada, o |EP, describen las
necesidades y metas educativas
de los estudiantes discapacitados
y qué servicios necesitan para ten-
er exito en la escuela. Por otro lado,
algunos estudiantes tienen planes
504 si califican para ayuda adicio-
nal en virtud de otra seccion de la
ley federal.

En lugar de pedir investiga-
ciones separadas de casos individ-
uales, la querella busca cambiar la
ley de opcion escolar a nombre de
todos los estudiantes de Colorado
y nombra a la Junta de Educacion
Estatal, a la Comisionada de Edu-
cacion Katy Anthes, y al Departa-
mento de Educacion de Colorado
como las entidades que discrim-
inan porque son quienes super-
visan el sistema de matricula abi-
erta.

Dana Smith, portavoz del De-
partamento de Educacion de Col-
orado, dijo que sus funcionarios
estan al tanto de la querella y de
las inquietudes senaladas por Dis-
ability Law Colorado, y que el de-
partamento esta trabajando para
encontrar una resolucion.

El ano pasado, Colorado cam-
bio las reglas en cuanto a cuando
las escuelas pueden preguntar so-
bre la discapacidad de un estudi-
ante y en respuesta a una querella

anterior de Disability Law Colorado,

“Fue bien dificil tener
conversaciones con
los padres cuando un
distrito escolar cita la ley
de opcién escolar para
decirles por qué se les
esta negando matricular

a su hijo(a) y sienten que
€l o ella no tiene opcién
escolar disponible por
tener un IEP. No queremos
que los padres se sientan
impotentes”.

Emily Harvey, Disability
Law Colorado

alentd a las escuelas a acomodar
a los estudiantes en los programas
que seleccionaron.

El departamento no tiene au-
toridad sobre como los distritos
operan sus sistemas de matricula
abierta, dijo Smith, pero si revisa las
querellas.

La Oficina de Derechos Civiles
todavia no ha abierto una investi-
gacion y tiene varios meses para
decidir si lo hara.

Erica Meltzer, Jefa de Redaccion,
cubre temas de educacion y
politica y ademas supervisa la
cobertura sobre educacion de
Chalkbeat Colorado. Esta historia
fue publicada originalmente por
Chalkbeat.

Traducido por Milly Suazo-
Martinez.

Para Noticias de Colorado:
ELSEMANARIO.US


https://co.chalkbeat.org/2022/1/13/22881155/colorado-charter-school-applications-cant-ask-about-disability
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2022/1/13/22881155/colorado-charter-school-applications-cant-ask-about-disability
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2022/1/13/22881155/colorado-charter-school-applications-cant-ask-about-disability
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2022/1/13/22881155/colorado-charter-school-applications-cant-ask-about-disability
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2021/10/5/22711758/colorado-charter-schools-discrimination-complaint-students-disabilities
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2021/10/5/22711758/colorado-charter-schools-discrimination-complaint-students-disabilities
https://www.chalkbeat.org/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/
http://WWW.ELSEMANARIO.US
https://neweracolorado.org/
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State News / Noticias del Estado
Looking Back at San Juan Generating Station and Those Who Fought Against It

NEW MEXICO

By Hannah Grover

tives of Public Service Compa-

ny of New México and Tucson
Gas and Electric signed an agree-
ment to partner on the San Juan
Generating Station. The first unit
would be 330 megawatts and the
two entities would evenly share the
ownership and power generated.

More than half a century lat-
er, the power plant they agreed to
build is shutting down this week
and for many of the activists who
have fought against the coal-fired
facility the moment feels a bit bit-
tersweet.

While they are excited to see the
power plant that has emitted pol-
lutants close, they say their work is
not yet over.

‘| think that there's three fac-
tors surrounding the closure of San
Juan Generating Station,” Camilla
Feibelman, the director of the Sier-
ra Club’s Rio Grande Chapter, said.

One, she said, is that coal lost its
economic prowess in recent years.

“Part of that is just how quickly
renewables got cheap and acces-
sible,” she said.

It was July 1, 1069. Representa-
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The final day of operations at San Juan Generating Station. / £[ titimo dia de operaciones
en la Estacion Generadora de San Juan.

The costs of electricity from util-
ity-scal lar dr 8 rcent
from 2010 through 2020.

At the same time, Feibelman
said utilities had to meet state re-
newable energy requirements.
At the time that PNM announced
plans to close the plant, those re-
quirements were 20 percent re-
newable by 2020.

Another factor Feibelman said
led to San Juan closing was that
‘coal has really externalized the
environmental costs of the min-
ing and the community health im-
pacts.”

“There were just really powerful
on the ground groups like San Juan
Citizens Alliance and Diné CARE.
who have been fighting for decades
to really protect their community’s
health," she said. "And | think without
organizations like that really kind of
calling PNM to the table, we might
not be in this moment.”

Finally, she said there is a nation-
wide and even global movement to
“do something about the devastat-
ing costs of climate impacts.”

“All of those things today have
really changed the landscape’
Feibelman said.

06 de Octubre 2022 I 14

Early opposition to the San Juan
Generating Station

Opposition to the San Juan Gener-
ating Station began even before its
construction.

New Mexico Citizens for Clean
Air and Water filed the first op-
position to the power plant when
PNM sought authorization from the
New Mexico Public Service Com-
mission, a predecessor of today's
New Mexico Public Regulation
Commission, to build, own and op-
erate the San Juan Generating Sta-
tion. The group argued against the
plant on the basis of the air pollu-
tion it would cause and it claimed
the generating station was not
necessary.

“Electric power services in the
State of New México do not pres-
ently need to be expanded and fu-
ture needs are not critical enough
to require an immediate hearing,
particularly when balanced against
the future welfare of this State,” the
group stated in its petition to the
Public Service Commission.

New Mexico Citizens for Clean
Air and Water was the sole group
that filed to intervene in the case
on behalf of the environment.

Peter Montague, who was a
prominent environmental activist

“There were just really
powerful on the ground
groups like San Juan
Citizens Alliance and
Diné C.A.R.E. who have
been fighting for decades
to really protect their
community’s health.
And I think without
organizations like that
really kind of calling PNM
to the table, we might not
be in this moment.”

Camilla, Feibelman, Sierra,
Club Rio Grande Chapter

at the time, presented arguments
to the Public Service Commission
but was unable to persuade the
regulators to deny PNM's request.

According to Public Service
Commission documents, the pro-
jections at the time indicated com-
munities in north central New Méx-
ico could face power shortages
if new electricity in 1973 was not
brought online. At the time, coal
was the most feasible option due
to costs.

See SanJuan on page 25

Una Mirada Retrospectiva ala
Central Térmica de San Juan

NEW MEXICO

Por Hannah Grover

ra el 1 de julio de 1969. Los
representantes de Public
Service Company of New

Mexico y Tucson Gas and Elec-
tric firmaron un acuerdo para aso-
ciarse en la Estacion Generadora
de San Juan. La primera unidad
tendria 330 megavatios y las dos
entidades se repartirian a partes
iguales la propiedad y la energia
generada.

Mas de medio siglo después,
la central eléctrica que acordaron
construir cierra esta semanay para
muchos de los activistas que han
luchado contra la instalacion de
carbon el momento es un poco
agridulce.

Aunque estan emocionados
por el cierre de la central que ha
emitido contaminantes, dicen que
su trabajo aun no ha terminado.

“Creo que hay tres factores que
rodean el cierre de la central eléc-
trica de San Juan’, dijo Camilla Fei-
belman, directora de la seccion de
Rio Grande del Sierra Club.

""Habia, grupos realmente
poderosos sobre €l terreno,
como la Alianza, de
Ciudadanos de San Juan
y Diné C.A.R.E., que han
estado luchando durante
décadas para, proteger

realmente la salud de su
comunidad. Y creo que sin
organizaciones como esas
que realmente llaman
a la PNM a la mesa,
podriamos no estar en
este momento".

Camilla, Feibelman, Rio
Grande del Sierra Club

Uno de ellos, dijo, es que el car-
bon ha perdido su poder economi-
co en los ultimos aros.

“Parte de ello se debe a la rapi-
dez con la que las energias renov-
ables se han vuelto baratas y ac-
cesibles”, dijo.

Vea San Juan/Esp, pagina 23


https://www.irena.org/publications/2021/Jun/Renewable-Power-Costs-in-2020
https://www.irena.org/publications/2021/Jun/Renewable-Power-Costs-in-2020
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Alabama Case That Could Limit Voting Rights Act Heard at U.S. Supreme Court

By Ariana Figueroa

S. Supreme Court jus-
tices on October 4, heard
oral arguments in a case

that challenges an Alabama redis-
tricting map and could potentially
eliminate remaining federal safe-
guards against racial gerryman-
dering.

Voting rights advocates fear
that the high court's conservative
majority will further weaken the
Voting Rights Act, with implica-
tions for voters in states across the
country.

The case, Merrill v. Milligan, con-
siders whether the 2021 redistrict-
ing map for Alabama's seven con-
gressional districts violates Section
2 of the Voting Rights Act because
it dilutes the collective voting pow-
er of Black voters.

Black voters make up more than
a quarter of the state’'s population,
but only one congressional dis-
trict—which makes up about 17% of
the state's population—would be
majority Black under the Alabama
plan, drawn up by the Republi-
can-controlled state legislature af-
ter the 2020 census.

Black voters are spread out
across the other six congressio-

“Reliance on untested
simulations would
unravel decades of

progress and take us

back to a time with
little to no minority
representation at the
federal, state and local
levels”

Abha Khanna, Attorney

nal districts, and don't make up
a majority in any, under the map.
Those challenging the map say
there should be one more majori-
ty-Black district.

Section 2 of the Voting Rights
Act prevents any state from impos-
ing election practices that result in
the denial of the right to vote based
onrace.

Liberals question Alabama AG

The court’s three liberal justices—
Ketanji Brown Jackson, Elena Ka-
gan and Sonia Sotomayor —grilled
Alabama Solicitor General Ed-
mund LaCour, who argued that
Alabama’s state legislature drew

the map “in a lawful race-neutral
manner.”

LaCour argued that the Black
voters suing the state failed to
meet a legal test in Section 2 of
the Voting Rights Act, under which
they are required to show that the
map is an illegal racial gerryman-
der. That requirement is laid out in
the court's 1986 decision in Thorn-
burg v. Gingles.

Jackson asked why LaCour was
calling the map a neutral plan be-
cause the tests "are designed to
establish that there may actually
be racial discrimination working in
this particular situation.”

“These are really tough things
to establish and collectively, they
show that it's not neutral, the sit-
uation that we are approaching,
Jackson said. “We're talking about
a situation in which race has al-
ready infused the voting system.”

Deuel Ross, a lawyer with the
NAACP Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund representing the Black
voters challenging the congressio-
nal map, told the court that there
was nothing “race-neutral” about
the Republican-drawn map.

‘I think that any standard that
requires some sort of race blind-
ness, as Alabama is saying, would

not only make it difficult for plain-
tiffs to satisfy Gingles .. but would
make it difficult for states to draw,
you know, the 435 congressional
maps that we have,” Ross said.

Both liberal and conservative
justices rejected the state's claim
that in order for the plaintiffs to
prove there was a violation in the
maps, they needed to show that
the state intended to discriminate
when drawing the districts.

Justice Samuel Alito said that
argument was “far-reaching,” and
tried to focus on one of Alabama'’s
“less far-reaching” arguments, in
which Alito said the state is real-
ly arguing that the plaintiffs don't
meet certain criteria under Gingles.

Under the Gingles test, plain-
tiffs must show three things: The
minority group must be “sufficient-
ly large and geographically com-
pact to constitute a majority of the
voting-age population in a single
majority district, the minority group
must be politically cohesive,” and
the "majority must vote sufficiently
as abloc to enable it”

Sotomayor said Alito “gave the
game away," by suggesting an
amendment to the Gingles test.
Such an amendment would make
it harder for groups to overcome
an early hurdle to bringing claims
of voting discrimination.

See Rights on page 22

Amnesty Urges State Leaders to
Ban Guns Near Polling Places

By Brett Wilkins

iting the “political unrest
following the last presi-
dential election” a "rise in

white supremacist violence" and
a "historic surge in firearms sales”
in the United States, Amnesty In-
ternational USA on Monday urged
state leaders to ban guns at or
near polling places during the 2022
midterm elections.

In a letter, Amnesty USA urged
governors and secretaries of state
to “ensure the safety of voters, poll
workers, and people in the vicinity”
and “to take proactive, immediate
action to end gun violence in their
communities.”

The group asserted that recent
political unrest, “beginning with the
January 6th attack onthe U.S. Cap-
itol, calls for FBI offices and agents
to be attacked, and a rise in white
supremacist violence are all con-
tributing factors to potential fu-
ture and foreseeable violence that
jeopardize human rights.”

“This year's election with its su-
percharged rhetoric and issues
including reproductive rights, gun
rights, refugee and migrant rights,

"Governors and
secretaries of state must
do everything in their
power to ensure the
safety of voters and poll
workers this November. "

Ernest Coverson,
Amnesty USA

the war in Ukraine, and econom-
ic issues has the potential again
of seeing armed election mon-
itors and armed voters at polls
across the country,” Amnesty USA
warned. “The presence of firearms
at polling places will act as a force
multiplier for violence and could
result in abuses of the right to life.”

Ernest Coverson, Amnesty
USA's End Gun Violence campaign
manager, said in a statement that
‘governors and secretaries of state
must do everything in their power
to ensure the safety of voters and
poll workers this November.

See Ban on page 19


https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Final-2022-Ban-Guns-Governor-Letter.pdf
https://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2022/10/03/amnesty-international-usa-calls-governors-and-secretaries-state-across-country
https://floridaphoenix.com/author/ariana-figueroa/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/merrill-v-milligan-2/
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/478/30/
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/478/30/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1429486/download
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1429486/download
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Hastings & Torres

to control Congress, the situation
will “worsen” because “they want
to ram through mass amnesty
and give illegal aliens welfare, free
health care, and the right to vote.

In fact, this extreme right Re-
publican seems to enjoy being
identified with the worst of the
Trumpista movement, which may
have turned out to be an elector-
al success in political terms, but
also represented an historic set-
back that has kept U.S. society an-
chored, yet again, to issues it was
thought to have overcome.

Racism and anti-immigrant
sentiment continue to be on the
menu of options for U.S. social be-
havior today: topics that are now

even part of surveys from the most
prestigious firms and universities of
the country. Basically, one's level of
racism is still being measured in to-
day's United States. Incredible.

Thisracismand extremism, con-
doned and promoted by Repub-
lican leaders—whether directly or
by not denouncing it—continues to
claim lives. For example, last week
in Texas, two white brothers shot a
group of migrants who were drink-
ing water by the side of the road,
killing one of them and wounding
a woman. One of the aggressors
was warden of a migrant detention
center in that state.

Thatis the context in which both
the strategies and the campaigns

for November's midterm elections
developed, the results of which
will be a prelude to what this coun-
try will have to live through in the
coming years: whether it continues
to place its bets on cultural diversi-
ty and tolerance, or being a place
where even freedoms are limited,
as a function of public policies of
exclusion and barbarism.

In recent months it turns out
that the migration issue has been
displaced by issues like the econ-
omy, inflation, and the pandemic,
among many other priorities that
need attention in order to advance.
But if we think about it a little, immi-
gration has not lost currency in the
political debate, especially when
it's about blaming it for all the ills
that plague the country (of course,
from the Republican and anti-im-
migrant perspective, as has been
shown by DeSantis and Abbott).

In his debate with Democrat
Beto O'Rourke last Friday, Abbott
promised to continue sending mi-
grants to Democratic cities, while
evading two hot topics in his state
and the the country: abortion rights
and gun control.

And DeSantis, in the middle of
the disaster in Florida due to Hurri-
cane ‘lan,” continues maligning im-
migrants, even though many have
been victims and others will sure-
ly contribute their hard work to the
state’s recovery.

Meanwhile, perhaps the big-
gest goal of this political block that
is still “newsworthy” is to continue
manipulating its base with facile,
repetitive statements that foment
exclusion and division about the
immigrant, with no regard for the
fact that they come legally to seek
asylum. At any rate, the only thing
they have succeeded in demon-
strating—to the world—is the worst
side of this country.

Maribel Hastings is a Senior
Advisor to América’s Voice.
David Torres is a Spanish-
language Advisor at América’s
Voice.

Read More Commentary:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Pettersen/Esp

que preocupa especialmente a la
comunidad latina. Una breve lista
de titulos de proyectos de ley se-
leccionados que ella ha patroci-
nado indica este enfoque: SBo21:
Tratamiento de las personas con
trastornos de salud mental en el
sistema de justicia; SB185: Seguri-
dad para las personas mayores de
Colorado; HB1347: Actualizaciones
de la compensacion de los traba-
jadores; SBo81: Campana de Ed-
ucacion sobre el Intercambio de
Salud; HB1052: Promocion de Ser-
vicios de Crisis a los Estudiantes;
HB1267: Formacion Culturalmente
Relevante de los Proveedores de
Atencion Medica; y muchas otras
que demuestran que ella trata a
todos los residentes de Colorado
como merecedores de servicios
politicos y civicos.

Los numerosos patrocinios exi-
tosos de Brittany Pettersen de tales
proyectos de ley revelan que ella
no solo es habil en el trabajo con
los demas, sino tambien eficaz en
hacerlo para proporcionar la rep-

resentacion de sus electores. Por
ejemplo, su literatura afirma que
trabajara para proporcionar un me-
jor acceso a la banda ancha para
los habitantes de las zonas rurales
de Colorado, no sélo es crucial para
nuestras comunidades empresari-
ales, sino también esencial para
nuestros estudiantes y profesores
de K-12 y de la universidad.

Por las razones anteriores y
mas, The WeeRly Issue/El Sema-
nario le insta a votar por Brittany
Pettersen para la Camara de Rep-
resentantes de los Estados Unidos
del Distrito 7.

Conozca mas sobre de Brittany
Pettersen aqui.

El Consejo Editorial de The
Weekly Issue/El Semanario

Traducido por Juan Carlos
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El
Semanario.

Leer Mas Comentarios:
ELSEMANARIO.US

2021). This bill epitomizes Ms. Pet-
tersen’s approach of working to try
to ensure equal treatment for all, a
conviction of special concernto the
Latina/o0 community. A brief listing
of titles of selected bills she has
sponsored indicates this approach:
SBo21: Treatment of Persons with
Behavioral Health Disorders in
the Justice System; SB185: Secu-
rity for Colorado Seniors; HB1347:
Workers' Compensation Updates;
SB081: Health Exchange Education
Campaign; HB1052: Promoting Cri-
sis Services to Students; HB1267:
Culturally Relevant Training Health
Care Providers; and many others
that demonstrate she treats all
Colorado residents as deserving of
political and civic services.

Brittany Pettersen’s numerous
successful sponsorships of such
bills reveals she is not only adept

at working with others but also ef-
fective in doing so to provide rep-
resentation for her constituents.
For example, her literature states
she will work to provide improved
broadband access for rural Col-
oradans, not only crucial for our
business communities but also es-
sential for our K-12 and university
students and teachers.

For the above reasons and
more, The Weekly Issue/El Sema-
nario urges you to vote for Brittany
Pettersen for United States House
of Representatives from District 7.

Learn more about Brittany Pet-
tersen here.

The Weekly Issue/El Semanario
Editorial Board

Read More Commentary:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Pinto/Esp

los cambios necesarios en nues-
tra historia compartida, y quizas
incluso para volver a empezar.

“Solo quiero que la gente sepa
que nuestras comunidades son
nuestra responsabilidad; no ten-
emos un pase en eso’, dijo Pinto.
“Todo el mundo puede hacer algo.
Y si vivimos con los ojos y el cora-
zon abiertos, el mundo sera un lu-
gar mejor”.

La recepcion inaugural de
la exposicion “El retorno de las
madres del maiz/Return of the
Corn Mothers exhibition™ tendra
lugar el viernes 21 de octubre, a

las 5:30 de la tarde. 21 de octubre,
de 530 a 9 p.m. en History Colo-
rado. El evento contara con musi-
ca, comida y una ceremonia en
honor a todas las Madres del Maiz
pasadas y presentes. El evento es
gratuito, pero requiere confirma-
cion de asistencia.

Corey Phare es escritor de MSU
RED. Esta historia aparecio
originalmente en MSU Denver
RED.

Para Noticias de Colorado:
ELSEMANARIO.US


https://www.aclu-co.org/en/paginas-en-espanol
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https://americasvoice.org
https://americasvoice.org
https://americasvoice.org
http://WWW.ELSEMANARIO.US
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Tom Morello, activist leader of Rage Against the Machine, is an avid supporter of United Farm Workers and supporter their effort to
pass AB2183 in California. / Tom Morello, lider activista de Rage Against the Machine, es un avido partidario de United Farm Workers y de su

Starting on August 3, as KCRA
reported last week, UFW mem-
bers embarked on “a 24-day, 335-
mile journey from Kern County,
near Bakersfield, to the state cap-
itol, @ march that civil rights activist
César Chavez first led in 1966."

Although Newsom disappoint-
ed farmworkers by announcing
near the end of their march that
he “cannot support an untested
mail-in election process,” labor
organizers around the state—with
an assist from Biden and other top
Democrats—continued to hold
rallies and eventually won import-
ant reforms.

On social media, the CLF wrote:
“This victory belongs to every
farmworker who marched and
sacrificed. It is shared with the
whole California labor movement,
who mobilized and stood in histor-
ic solidarity with the United Farm
Workers. The fight of farmworkers
is the fight for all of labor”

That message was echoed
by Sara Nelson, president of
the Association of Flight Atten-
dants-CWA, who said that “this is
what happens when we organize
with urgency. Together, we can
win."

The effort to secure free and
fair union elections follows “years
of dwindling union membership
among California farmworkers,”
the Times noted. “There are more
than 400,000 agricultural workers
in the state,” but the percentage
who are unionized is “statistical-
ly zero,” according to recent esti-
mates based on data from a 2020
Bureau of Labor Statistics survey.

Organizing agricultural workers
was made more difficult last year
when the US. Supreme Court's
far-right majority ruled that a Cal-

esfuerzo por aprobar la ley AB2183 en California.

ifornia regulation granting union
representatives access to farms
amounted to an uncompensated
government taking of farm own-
ers' private property.

“In this historic time when work-
ers want a union more than ever
before, everything we do—includ-
ing legislatively—must be focused
on organizing,” CLF chief officer
Lorena Gonzalez Fletcher told the
Times on Sept. 28. “It's natural that
in California, our farmworkers will
be leading the way."

Also on Sept. 28, Newsom
signed A.B. 2530, which protects
the healthcare benefits of striking
workers. As Unite Here put it, the
newly enacted law allows workers

to "exercise their right to strike for
better jobs without jeopardizing
their families’ access to care.”

In a statement, Gonzalez
Fletcher said, "Workers have the
right to stand up to their boss and
go on strike to improve wages,
working conditions, and for a bet-
ter life.”

Kenny Stancil is a Staff Writer
with Common Dreams.
This article is republished
from Common Dreams under a
Creative Commons license.

Read More Cover Features at:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Hastings & Torres/Esp

En los ultimos meses se ha en-
contrado que el tema migratorio
ha sido desplazado por la cuestion
econdmica, la inflacion, la pan-
demia, entre muchas otras priori-
dades que es necesario atender
para avanzar. Pero si lo pensamos
un poco, la inmigracion no ha per-
dido peso en el debate politico,
sobre todo cuando se trata de re-
sponsabilizarla de todos los males
que aquejan al pais; claro, desde la
perspectiva republicana y antiin-
migrante, como han quedado ex-
hibidos DeSantis y Greg Abbott.

En su debate ante el democrata
Beto O'Rourke el pasado viernes,
Abbott prometio seguir enviando
migrantes a ciudades democratas,
mientras evadio dos temas can-
dentes en su estado y en el pais:
el derecho al aborto y el control de
armas.

Y DeSantis, en medio del de-
sastre de Florida por el huracan

‘lan”, seguira satanizando inmi-
grantes, aunque muchos han sido
victimas y otros seguramente con-
tribuirdn con su mano de obra a la
reconstruccion del estado.

Mientras tanto, quiza el objetivo
mayor de este bloque politico que
no cesa de ser “noticia” sea el de
seguir manipulando a su base con
discursos faciles y repetitivos para
fomentar la cerrazon y el odio ha-
cia el migrante, sin importar que
este venga a solicitar asilo legal-
mente. En todo caso, lo unico que
han logrado mostrar es el peor
de los rostros de este pais ante el
mundo.

Maribel Hastings es Asesora
Ejecutiva de América’s Voice.
David Torres es Asesor en
Espariol de América’s Voice.

Leer Mas Comentarios:
ELSEMANARIO.US

The campaign explained that
“while most jurisdictions across
the U.S. limit armed law enforce-
ment officers from within 100 feet
of the voting booths, the majority
of states have no laws regarding
armed private citizens in or around
polling places. Therefore, we call
on state and local officials to do ev-
erything within their jurisdiction to
prohibit guns/firearms at all polling
places and in the vicinity of voters
standing in line to cast their bal-
lots”

Amnesty USA's Coverson con-
tended Monday that “by taking
action, public officials can help

address the rise of gun violence
across our country that has a dis-
proportionate impact on commu-
nities of color and other historically
disenfranchised communities.”

“We must not stand by,” he add-
ed, "as more lives are claimed due
toinaction.”

Brett Wilkins is a Staff Writer
with Common Dreams.
This article is republished
from Common Dreams under a
Creative Commons license.

For More National News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Crow

earlier this summer, and will how
head to President Biden's desk for
signature.

The Congressman is an accom-
plished attorney and is an Army
veteran who served as a mem-
ber of the 82nd Airborne Division,
he led a platoon of paratroopers
during the invasion of Iraq and
earned the Bronze Star for his com-
bat actions. After returning from
Iraq., Jason joined the Army's elite
75th Ranger Regiment, serving two
additional tours - in Afghanistan, as
part of the Joint Special Operations
Task Force, where Jason served
along the Pakistan border.

Congressman Jason Crow rep-
resents Colorado's 6th Congres-

sional District and serves on the
House Small Business and Armed
Services Committees and the
House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence and serves
as Vice-Chair of the Gun Violence
Prevention Task Force and the Na-
tional Security Task Force.

The WeeRly Issue/El Semanario is
proud to endorse Rep. Jason Crow
to continue his efforts in Congress.

Learn more about Congress-
man Jason Crow here.

The Weekly Issue/El Semanario
Editorial Board

Read More Commentary:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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La Unién de Campesinos y sus defensores impulsaron una legislacion para facilitar la participacion de los trabajadores agricolas de
California en las elecciones sindicales. / The United Farm Workers and advocates pushed for legislation to make it easier for farmworkers

organizadores laborales de todo
el estado -con la ayuda de Biden
y otros democratas de alto nivel-
siguieron celebrando concentra-
ciones y finalmente consiguieron
importantes reformas.

En las redes sociales, el CLF
escribid: “Esta victoria pertenece
a todos los trabajadores agricolas
que marcharon y se sacrificaron. Es
compartida con todo el movimien-
to obrero de California, que se mo-
vilizo y se mantuvo en solidaridad
historica con la Union de Campes-

in the California to participate in union elections.

inos. La lucha de los trabajadores
agricolas es la lucha de todos los
trabajadores”.

Ese mensaje fue secundado
por Sara Nelson, presidenta de la
Asociacion de Auxiliares de Vue-
lo-CWA. quien dijo que “esto es lo
que sucede cuando nos organiza-
mMos con urgencia. Juntos, podem-
0s ganar".

El esfuerzo por garantizar unas
elecciones sindicales libres y jus-
tas se produce tras "anos de dis-
minucion de la afiliacion sindical

entre los trabajadores agricolas
de California”, senalo el Times.
“Hay mas de 400.000 trabajadores
agricolas en el estado”, pero el
porcentaje que esta sindicado es
‘estadisticamente cero”, segun es-
timaciones recientes basadas en
datos de una encuesta de la Ofi-
cina de Estadisticas Laborales de
2020.

La organizacion de los traba-
jadores agricolas se hizo mas dificil
el ano pasado cuando la mayoria
de extrema derecha del Tribu-
nal Supremo de Estados Unidos
dictamindé que una normativa de
California que concedia a los rep-
resentantes sindicales el acceso
a las granjas equivalia a una toma
de posesion por parte del gobier-
no de la propiedad privada de los
propietarios de granjas sin com-
pensacion.

“En este momento historico en
el que los trabajadores quieren un
sindicato mas que nunca, todo lo
que hagamos -incluyendo la leg-
islacion- debe centrarse en la or-
ganizacion’, dijo al Times (28 de
septiembre) la directora de la CLF,
Lorena Gonzalez Fletcher. “Es nat-
ural que en California, nuestros
trabajadores agricolas lideren el
camino’”.

También en 28 de septiembre,
Newsom firmo la ley A.B. 2530, que
protege las prestaciones sanitar-
ias de los trabajadores en huelga.
Como dijo Unite Here, la ley recién
promulgada permite a los traba-
jadores “ejercer su derecho a la
huelga para obtener mejores em-
pleos sin poner en peligro el ac-
ceso de sus familias a la atencion
medica”

Vea UFW/Esp 1, pagina 25
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Disabilities

complaint and the concerns raised
by Disability Law Colorado, and
the department is working to find a
resolution.

Last year, Colorado changed
the rules for when schools can ask
about disability status and encour-
aged schools to accommodate
students at their parents’ chosen
option in response to an earlier Dis-
ability Law Colorado complaint.

The department doesn't have
authority over how districts run
their open enrollment systems,
Smith said, though it does look into
complaints.

The Office for Civil Rights has
not yet opened an investigation
and has several months to decide
whether to do so.

The complaint points to federal
laws that require schools to show
that accommodating a student
would impose an undue burden or
require fundamental changes to an
educational program before turn-
ing a student away. That same stan-
dard should apply within the open
enrollment system, Harvey said,
rather than allowing administrators
to assert that a school doesn't have
appropriate resources.

The school choice law also al-
lows schools to reject students who
have been expelled elsewhere.
The complaint notes that students
with disabilities are expelled at
much higher rates than their peers,
further limiting their ability to use
school choice.

Advocates would like to see a
more robust grievance process that
lets parents appeal enrollment de-
cisions and requires schools to be
more specific about why they can't
serve a particular student. They
also want schools to track which
students are disenrolled after stu-
dents are counted for purposes of
calculating state funding.

Harvey said better funding for
special education students would
help a lot. Schools get extra mon-
ey to serve these students, but it
doesn't cover the full cost.

Analysis of state data by recent-
ly graduated law student Rachel
Hersch for Disability Law Colora-
do found wide variation among
schools in the percentage of stu-
dents with disabilities, even though
most spend their days in general
education classrooms.

In nearly all of 16 school districts
surveyed by Disability Law Colora-
do, the five schools with the high-
est enrollment of students with
IEPs were neighborhood schools
and the five schools with the low-
est enrollment were ones where
all or most students use a choice
process. These choice schools in-
cluded both charter schools and
district-run schools offering spe-

cialized programming in the arts,
math and science, or project-based
learning that make them appealing
to families.

Abram's parents, Anthony and
Sarah Sisneros, had seen their
older child thrive through the proj-
ect-based, hands-on model at his
school, and they thought it would
be a great fit for Abram too.

The Sisneroses said they were
shocked to be told Abram would
need far more services than he
had been receiving in preschool or
than they thought he needed. The
district told them their only option
was to enroll Abram in a segregat-
ed program at their neighborhood
school.

“Up until that point, school
choice had been good for us, be-
cause our neighborhood school
is one of the lower-performing
schools in the district, and the
school our older child attends is
one of the highest performing.
Sarah Sisneros said.

“We feel really strongly that he
doesn't need to be in a segregated
special needs classroom. We want
him to be fully included with his
peers, and all the research shows
that children with Down syndrome
who are in inclusive programs per-
form better academically.”

The family asked not to name
the school or district because they
are still hoping to reach a resolution
and because they want to focus at-
tention on the state law.

Abram is doing well in a gener-
al education classroom at a nearby
Catholic school where Sarah Sisne-
ros, a teacher, took a job so that she
could tell her son they were “doing
this together.” It took months to ex-
plain to Abram that he would not
be attending school with his broth-
er, as he'd looked forward to for so
long, and Abram’s brother has a
hard time understanding why his
school doesn't want Abram.

Children at the old school still
ask where Abram is and why he
doesn't go there anymore.

One girl asked Sarah Sisneros if
it was "because he looks weird or
something.”

Sarah Sisneros said it's heart-
breaking that the school missed
an opportunity to teach students
about inclusion.

“That word disability floods
people’s minds and nobody gives
these students a chance,” she said.
“Students should not have to earn
their place at a school. Every stu-
dent should be valued.

Erica Meltzer is the Bureau Chief for
Chalkbeat Colorado. This story was
originally published by Chalkbeat.

For More Colorado News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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“The point that he's making turns
Section 2 (of the Voting Rights Act)
on its head, doesn't it? Because
there's no such thing as racial neu-
trality in Section 2" she said. “It's
explicitly saying that a protected
group must be given equal partic-
ipation.”

Voting rights decisions

Since 2013, the court has heard
several cases pertaining to the
Voting Rights Act, with each de-
cision either gutting or limiting its
federal protections.

The court struck down the Sec-
tion 5 pre-clearance requirement
of the Voting Rights Act, which
covered nine states—including Al-
abama—and a handful of counties
and municipalities with a history
of discriminating against voters of
color.

Last year, the court in a 6-3 de-
cision upheld Arizona voting re-
strictions led by Republicans, mak-
ing it harder to prove voting rights
violations under Section 2. A lower
court found that the voting prac-
tices disproportionately burdened
Black, Latino and Native American
voters.

Kagan noted that the court has
weakened the Voting Rights Act
over the years, despite it being
‘one of the great achievements of
American democracy.”

Kagan also affirmed a decision
by a lower court throwing out the
map, saying that “it's kind of a slam
dunk” and that the Alabama case
was trying to “change the way we
vote.”

Lower court

On Jan. 24, a three-judge panel
found that Alabama’s new con-
gressional map is likely to violate
Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act.

The panel, in which two of the
judges were Trump appointees,
gave the state's legislature the
opportunity to redraw the map,
and also stated that the new dis-
trict would likely give Democrats
another seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

However, in February, the US.
Supreme Court's majority conser-
vative bloc voted 5-4 to bar the
lower court ruling that would have
required the state to draw a sec-
ond Black majority district in time
for the November midterm elec-
tions.

The state of Alabama appealed
to the Supreme Court, not want-
ing to draw a second district that
would be majority Black.

Challengers of the map want
the court to uphold the lower
court’s ruling. They also want the
court to reject the state’s argument
that places a burden on the plain-

tiffs to prove that a challenge to a
congressional map is “only by ra-
cial discrimination.”

Abha Khanna, who is arguing
on behalf of the Black voters in the
case, said the state of Alabama is
asking the court to change the law
of Section 2 “that has governed re-
districting for nearly 40 years.”

“Nearly every majority minority
district would become a litigation
target” she said, adding that the
state's “reliance on untested sim-
ulations would unravel decades of
progress and take us back toatime
with little to no minority represen-
tation at the federal, state and local
levels”

An opinion on the case is ex-
pected sometime next year.

Another elections case set to be
heard at the U.S. Supreme Court
this year, Moore v. Harper, is about
the newly drawn maps for North
Carolina's 14 congressional seats.
The North Carolina Supreme Court
found the maps violated the state's
constitution because of gerryman-
dering. State Republicans argue
that the US. Constitution's Elec-
tions Clause gives state legisla-
tures the ability to define congres-
sional districts without the checks
and balances of the state constitu-
tions or courts.

Ariana Figueroa is a Reporter
with States Newsroom. This
article is republished from States
Newsroom under a Creative
Commons license.

For More National News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Weiser

News October 3, 2022), leading to
better police and community in-
teractions, including for the Lati-
na/o public. He emphasizes other
issues of interest to the Latina/o
community, including “"defending
civil rights, including reproductive
rights” as the chief lawyer for the
state, and "protecting our land, air
and water," along with other issues
of concern for our current and fu-
ture generations.

For the above reasons and
more, The WeeRly Issue/El Sema-
nario urges you to vote to re-elect
Mr. Phil Weiser as Colorado's At-
torney General.

Learn more about Phil Weiser
here.

The Weekly Issue/El Semanario
Editorial Board

Read More Commentary:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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mejor".

Mariel Nanasi, New
Energy Economy

El coste de la electricidad
procedente de la energia solar a
escala de los servicios publicos
se redujo en un 85% entre 2010 y
2020.

Al mismo tiempo, Feibelman
dijo que las empresas de servicios
publicos tenian que cumplir con
los requisitos estatales de energia
renovable. En el momento en que
PNM anuncio sus planes de cer-
rar la planta, esos requisitos eran
de un 20% de energias renovables
para 2020.

Otro factor que Feibelman dijo
que llevo al cierre de San Juan fue
que ‘el carbon ha externalizado
realmente los costes medioambi-
entales de la mineria y los impac-
tos en la salud de la comunidad”.

‘Habia  grupos  realmente
poderosos sobre el terreno, como
la Alianza de Ciudadanos de San
Juan y Diné CARE. que han es-
tado luchando durante décadas
para proteger realmente la salud
de su comunidad”, dijo. "Y creo que
sin organizaciones como esas que
realmente llaman a la PNM a la
mesa, podriamos no estar en este
momento”.

Por ultimo, dijo que hay un mov-
imiento a nivel nacional e incluso
mundial para “hacer algo sobre los
costos devastadores de los impac-
tos climaticos”.

“Todas esas cosas hoy han
cambiado realmente el panorama”,
dijo Feibelman.

La primera oposicion a la central
eléctrica de San Juan

La oposicion a la central electrica
de San Juan comenzo incluso an-
tes de su construccion.

Los Ciudadanos de Nuevo Méx-
ico por el Aire y el Agua Limpios
presentaron la primera oposicion
a la central eléctrica cuando
PNM solicito la autorizacion de la
Comision de Servicios Publicos
de Nuevo Meéxico, predecesora
de la actual Comision de Regu-
lacion Publica de Nuevo México,
para construir, poseer y operar la
Estacion Generadora de San Juan.
El grupo se opuso a la planta por
la contaminacion del aire que cau-
saria y afirmoé que la estacion gen-
eradora no era necesaria.

“Los servicios de energia eléc-
trica en el Estado de Nuevo Méx-
ico no necesitan actualmente ser

ampliados y las necesidades fu-
turas no son lo suficientemente
criticas como para requerir una
audiencia inmediata, particular-
mente cuando se sopesa con el
bienestar futuro de este Estado’,
declaro el grupo en su peticion a
la Comision de Servicios Publicos.

New Mexico Citizens for Clean
Air and Water fue el unico grupo
que se presento para intervenir en
el caso en nombre del medio am-
biente.

Peter Montague, que era un
destacado activista medioambi-
ental en aquel momento, presentd
argumentos a la Comision de Ser-
vicios Publicos, pero no pudo con-
vencer a los reguladores de que
denegaran la peticion de PNM.

Segun los documentos de la
Comision de Servicios Publicos,
las proyecciones de la época in-
dicaban que las comunidades del
centro-norte de Nuevo México
podrian sufrir escasez de energia
si no se ponia en marcha la nue-
va electricidad de 1973. En aquel
momento, el carbon era la opcion
mas viable debido a los costes.

La central eléctrica pasd de
una a cuatro unidades. En su apo-
geo, la central daba servicio a zo-
nas de todo el suroeste y hasta
Anaheim (California).

Mike Eisenfeld, residente en
Farmington y director del pro-
grama de energia y clima de la
Alianza Ciudadana de San Juan,
recuerda una nube marron que
se cernia sobre la zona cuando se
traslado al condado de San Juan.
Esta nube se atribuia a las central-
es eléctricas de carbon.

Cambio en la percepcion publica
del carbon

A principios de la década de 2000,
la actitud hacia las centrales elec-
tricas de carbon habia cambiado.
El propio carbon se habia enfren-
tado a un apoyo cada vez menor
por parte del publico durante la
década de 1990, a pesar de los
esfuerzos federales por mejorar
la percepcion. El Departamento
de Energia de EE.UU. se dedico a
lo que denomind divulgacion del
carbon limpio, con el fin de con-
vencer a la gente de que el car-
bon era esencial para el futuro del
pais y que el futuro del carbon de-
pende de la aceptacion de la tec-
nologia del carbon limpio.

La preocupacion por el cam-
bio climatico, la contaminacion
atmosferica y la lluvia acida ali-
mentaron el cambio de actitud re-
specto al carbon.

En 1997, un miembro de la Aso-
ciacion Nacional de Mineria hablo
en una conferencia del sector. El
resumen de su intervencion afirm-
aba que la industria habia perdido

la batalla de las relaciones publi-
cas en lo que respecta a la lluvia
acida y estaba perdiendo en el
frente del calentamiento global.

“Hay que informar al publico de
las nuevas tecnologias limpias del
carbon y de que su uso evita los
problemas de seguridad energéti-
ca del gas natural y el petroleo”,
afirma el resumen. "Una forma de
difundir el mensaje es ponerse en
contacto con las escuelas. Des-
de luego, no es necesario fabricar
una buena imagen: la industria del
carbon es definitivamente mas
limpia que hace diez anos".

Eisenfeld recuerda haber de-
fendido con éxito una propuesta
de central eléctrica de carbon que
se habria construido en tierras na-
vajo en el condado de San Juan.
Este proyecto, conocido como
Desert Rock, se vino abajo en tor-
no a 2009, cuando las empresas
de servicios publicos de Califor-
nia se retiraron de la generacion
con carbon y cuando los activistas
medioambientales  presentaron
demandas para impedir que los
proyectos siguieran adelante.

Segun la Administracion de In-
formacion Energética de EE.UU,
la produccién de carbon alcanzd
su punto maximo en la década de
2000 y en la ultima década se ha
producido un descenso constante
del carbon. Casi un tercio de la flo-
ta de carbdn estadounidense que
habia en 2008 se ha retirado des-
de entonces.

Las demandas se acumulan

Las plantas de carbon existentes
también fueron objeto de escru-
tinio. En 2002, el Grand Canyon
Trust y el Sierra Club presentaron
una demanda contra PNM por la
contaminacion de la Central Ter-
mica de San Juan. Los grupos ale-
garon que PNM estaba violando
la Ley de Aire Limpio porque las
Unidades Tres y Cuatro no tenian
lo que se conoce como un per-
miso de Prevencion de Deterioro
Significativo, o PSD.

Mas tarde, en 2012, a raiz de los
esfuerzos de grupos como San
Juan Citizens Alliance, WildEarth
Guardians y Carson Forest Watch,
el administrador de la Agencia de
Proteccion Ambiental de los Es-
tados Unidos determind que el
permiso para operar la planta de
energia no cumplia con la Ley de
Aire Limpio.

Finalmente, PNM llego a un ac-
uerdo. Dos unidades cerraron en
2017 y se instalaron controles de
contaminacion en las dos restan-
tes.

La calidad del aire no fue el
unico ambito en el que PNM se
enfrentd a demandas. En 2010, el
Sierra Club demando a PNM por

las cenizas de carbon y su impac-
to en elagua.

La presentacion del plan de re-
cursos integrados de PNM en 2017
cogio desprevenidos a los funcio-
narios del condado de San Juany
de Farmington. Pensaban que la
planta seguiria operando hasta la
década de 2050. Pero PNM des-
cubrié que el cierre de las central-
es eléctricas ahorraria dinero a los
clientes. Con la excepcion de la
ciudad de Farmington, los demas
propietarios estuvieron de acuer-
do.

El trabajo de defensa continua
Farmington esta luchando por
mantener la central eléctrica en
funcionamiento, e incluso ha pre-
sentado una demanda en el tribu-
nal de distrito para intentar obligar
a los demas propietarios a trans-
ferir la propiedad a la ciudad.

El plan de Farmington es trans-
ferir la mayoria de la propiedad a
Enchant Energy, una empresa rel-
ativamente nueva que espera in-
stalar en la central tecnologia de
captura de carbono.

A Eisenfeld le preocupa que el
municipio pueda quedarse con lo
que denomind un pasivo téxico.

Mariel Nanasi, directora ejec-
utiva de New Energy Economy,
se unid a la oposicion a la central
eléctrica de San Juan en 2008.

Con el cierre de la central, su
organizacion ha puesto en marcha
una campana de envio de cartas y
ha publicado anuncios en el Santa
Fe Reportery el Santa Fe New Mex-
ican.

San Juan/Esp

“Creo literalmente
que... la, gente respirara

Los anuncios declaran en letras
grandes y en negrita: “iVictoria! Se
cierra la planta de carbon de San
Juan’.

“Creo literalmente que... la gen-
te respirara mejor’, dijo Nanasi,
calificando el cierre de "momento
monumental” para el medio ambi-
ente.

Los anuncios contindan afir-
mando que el trabajo de NEE no
ha terminado. Nanasi dijo que aho-
ra la organizacion luchara por la
limpieza del lugar.

El plan de PNM que se presentd
a la PRC prevé lo que se conoce
como retiro en el lugar. Esto sig-
nifica que la central eléctrica no
sera demolida hasta una fecha
posterior, probablemente décadas
después.

El condado de San Juan aprobo
una ordenanza el aho pasado para
evitar que eso ocurra.

Pero, segun Nanasi, antes de
que se produzca la demolicion y
la rehabilitacion, la NMED debe
realizar una evaluacion indepen-
diente para determinar el nivel de
contaminacion y elaborar un plan
de limpieza del emplazamiento.

La campana de envio de car-
tas que encabeza NEE se centra
en tres areas de contaminacion
potencial: las cenizas de carbon
que se han depositado en los po-
zos de la mina de superficie, una
pluma de nitrato procedente de
contaminantes derramados y una
zona que el grupo denomina “el
estanque dorado”. El estanque
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dorado era un lugar donde se
vertian las aguas residuales en
una zona sin revestimiento.

Nanasi expresé su preocu-
pacion por la posibilidad de que
los contaminantes lleguen algun
dia al rio San Juan.

Dijo que el Estado también
debe asegurarse de que el sitio
sea monitoreado en el futuro.

Norman Norvelle, un residen-
te de Farmington que una vez
trabajo en la planta de energia y
mas tarde como consultor en el
campo de la electricidad, dijo que
la planta deberia haber cerrado
hace anos.

“PNM basicamente la llevo a la
ruina’, dijo, destacando el colapso
de una torre de refrigeracion que
se produjo el ano pasado.

Dijo que mantener la planta en
funcionamiento seria muy caro.

Al mismo tiempo, expreso
SuU preocupacion por la escasez
de energia, ya que los recursos
de sustitucion aun no estan dis-
ponibles.

Steven Michel abogo por el
cierre cuando trabajaba para
Western Resource Advocates,
aunque ya no forma parte de esa
organizacion.

Dijo que es gratificante que la
planta ya no contamine el medio
ambiente, pero le preocupa la
apelacion de PNM a la orden de
la PRC de que la empresa de ser-
vicios publicos emita creditos de
tarifas a los clientes.

Tanto Michel como Nanasi ex-

presaron su esperanza de que el
Tribunal Supremo del estado con-
firme pronto la orden de la PRC
para que los clientes no sigan pa-
gando por la central eléctrica de
San Juan sin beneficiarse de ella.

Hannah Grover es reportera
de Ne Mexico Political Report.
Esta historia fue publicada
originalmente por New Mexico

Political Report.

Traducido por Juan Carlos
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El
Semanario.

Para Mas Noticias de New
México: ELSEMANARIO.US
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bajo para la Prevencion de la Vio-
lencia con Armas de Fuego y del
Grupo de Trabajo para la Seguri-
dad Nacional.

The WeeRly Issue/El Semanar-
io se enorgullece de respaldar al
congresista Jason Crow para que
continue sus esfuerzos en el Con-
greso.

Conozca mas sobre el congre-
sista Jason Crow aqui.

El Consejo Editorial de The
Weekly Issue/El Semanario.

Leer Mas Comentarios:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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“I literally believe that...
people will breathe
easier”

Mariel Nanasi, New
Energy Economy

The power plant grew from one
unit to four units. In its peak, the
power plant served areas through-
out the southwest and as far as
Anaheim, California.

Mike Eisenfeld, a Farmington
resident and the energy and cli-
mate program manager for San
Juan Citizens Alliance, recalls a
brown cloud hanging over the area
when he moved to San Juan Coun-
ty. This cloud was attributed to the
coal-fired power plants.

Changing public perception
about coal
By the early 2000s, the attitudes
about coal-fired power plants had
changed. Coal itself had faced de-
creasing support from the public
through the 1990s despite federal
efforts to improve perceptions. The
US. Department of Energy en-
gaged in what it called clean coal
outreach that worked to convince
people that coal was essential for
the country's future and that the
coal’s future relies on acceptance
of clean coal technology.
Concernsabout climate change,
air pollution and acid rain fueled
the changing attitudes about coal.
In 1997, a member of the Nation-
al Mining Association spoke at an
industry conference. The abstract
for his talk stated that the industry
had lost the public relations battle
when it came to acid rain and was
losing on the global warming front.
“The public should be told
about the new clean coal technol-
ogies, and that using coal avoids
the energy security problems of
natural gas and oil." the abstract
states. "One way of spreading the
message is to make contact with
schools. There is certainly no need
to fabricate a good image - the
coal industry definitely is cleaner
than it was ten years ago.”
Eisenfeld recalled successfully
advocating against a proposal for
a coal-fired power plant that would
have been built on Navajo lands
in San Juan County. This project,
known as Desert Rock, fell apart
around 2009 as California utilities
backed away from coal-fired gen-

eration and as environmental ac-
tivists filed lawsuits to stop projects
from moving forward.

According to the US. Energy In-
formation Administration, coal pro-
duction peaked in the 2000s and
the past decade has seen a steady
decline in coal. Nearly a third of the
U.S. coal fleet that was available in
2008 has since retired.

Lawsuits pile up

Existing coal plants also came un-
der scrutiny. In 2002, the Grand
Canyon Trust and the Sierra Club
filed suit against PNM for pollution
from the San Juan Generating Sta-
tion. The groups alleged that PNM
was violating the Clean Air Act be-
cause Units Three and Four did not
have what is known as a Prevention
of Significant Deterioration, or PSD,
permit.

Later, in 2012, following efforts
by groups like San Juan Citizens
Alliance, WildEarth Guardians and
Carson Forest Watch, the admin-
istrator of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency found that the
permit for_operating the power
plant did not comply with the Clean
Air Act.

Ultimately, PNM reached an
agreement. Two units shut down in
2017 and pollution controls were in-
stalled in the remaining two.

Air quality was not the only area
where PNM faced lawsuits. In 2010,
the Sierra Club sued PNM over coal
ash and its impact on water.

PNM's 2017 integrated resource
plan filing caught San Juan County
and Farmington officials off guard.
They thought that the plant would
continue operating into the 2050s.
But PNM found it would save cus-
tomers money to close the power
plants. With the exception of the
City of Farmington, the other own-
ers agreed.

The advocacy work continues
Farmington is fighting to keep the
power plant going. including fil-
ing a lawsuit in district court in an
attempt force the other owners to
transfer the ownership to the city.
Farmington’'s plan is to transfer
the majority of the ownership to En-
chant Energy, a relatively new com-
pany that hopes to install carbon
capture technology on the plant.
Eisenfeld is concerned that the
municipality could get stuck with
what he called a toxic liability.
Mariel Nanasi, executive direc-
tor of New Energy Economy, joined
the opposition to the San Juan
Generating Station in 2008.

With the power plant closing,
her organization has kicked off a
letter writing campaign and has
placed ads in both the Santa Fe Re-
porter and the Santa Fe New Mex-
ican.

The ads declare in big bold let-
ters: "Victory! San Juan Coal Plant
closed”

‘| literally believe that..people
will breathe easier” Nanasi said,
calling the closure a "monumental
moment” for the environment.

The ads go on to state that
NEE's work isn't over. Nanasi said
now the organization will be fight-
ing to get the site cleaned up.

PNM's plan that was submitted
to the PRC calls for what is known
as retirement in place. That means
the power plant won't be demol-
ished until a later date, likely de-
cades down the line.

San Juan County passed an or-
dinance last year to prevent that
from occurring.

But, Nanasi said, before dem-
olition and remediation can occur,
NMED should conduct an indepen-
dent assessment to determine the
level of pollution and to develop a
plan for cleaning up the site.

The letter writing campaign that
NEE is spearheading focuses on
three areas of potential pollution:
the coal ash that has been placed

in surface mine pits, a nitrate plume
from spilled contaminants and an
area that the group refers to as “the
golden pond.” The golden pond
was a place where wastewater was
discharged into an unlined area.

Nanasi expressed concerns that
the pollutants could one day reach
the San Juan River.

She said the state must also en-
sure that the site is monitored in the
future.

Norman Norvelle, a Farmington
resident who once worked at the
power plant and later as a consul-
tant in the electricity field, said the
plant should have shut down years
ago.

“PNM basically ran it into the
ground,” he said, highlighting a
cooling tower collapse that oc-
curred last year.

He said keeping the plant run-
ning would be very expensive.

At the same time, he expressed
concerns about power shortages
as replacement resources are not
yet available.

Steven Michel advocated for the
closure while working for Western
Resource Advocates, though he is
no longer with that organization.

He said it is gratifying that the
plant will no longer be polluting the
environment, but he had concerns
about PNM's appeal of the PRC's

order that the utility issue rate cred-
its to customers.

Both Michel and Nanasi ex-
pressed hope that the state Su-
preme Court will soon uphold the
PRC's order so that customers do
not continue to pay for the San
Juan Generating Station without
benefiting fromiit.

Hannah Grover is a Reporter with

New Mexico Political Report. This

story was originally published by
New Mexico Political Report.

For More New México News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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En un comunicado, Gonzalez
Fletcher dijo: “Los trabajadores
tienen derecho a enfrentarse a su
jefe y air a la huelga para mejorar
los salarios, las condiciones de tra-
bajo y para una vida mejor.”

Kenny Stancil es redactor de
Common Dreams.

Traducido por Juan Carlos
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El
Semanario.

Lea Mas Noticias de Portada en:
ELSEMANARIO.US

PHIL WEISER PROTEGE A
TODOS EN COLORADO

Como Fiscal General, Phil Weiser ha devuelto mas de

230 millones de doélares a los consumidores en
reembolsos y alivio de la deuda estudiantil,
enfrentandose a empresas como Wells Fargo, DirectTV,
CenturyLink y Navient.
Mas informacion en philforcolorado.com

PAGADO POR PHIL WEISER FOR COLORADO, ANNA NOSCHESE, AGENTE REGISTRADA.
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