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Commentary/Commentario

Nativism And Intolerance Continue to Gain Ground in This Country

Maribel Hastings and David
Torres

salivates over the prospect of

achieving, in the short term,
control of Congress, and with its
eyes on the White House, in the
medium term. This way, nativism
and intolerance continue to gain
ground in this country. The ever
more constant campaign messag-
es of those who return to the tired
oldrantsagainst migrant minorities
invoke a hint of racism, multiplied
by five, which once again shakes
the foundations of democracy.
This is not only occurring here, but
in other democracies across the
world, as the presidential election
in France recently showed. Em-
manuel Macron, importantly, won
reelection, but the extremist Ma-
rine Le Pen obtained more than
40% of the vote, similar to the 42%
of the US. population that con-
tinued to support Donald Trump
in 2020. In fact, Le Pen increased
her support among French voters
compared to 2017, when she was
backed by 34% of the electorate.
The international reaccommoda-
tion of the extreme right, based
on surreptitious political mes-
sages of supposed national “sal-

In the United States, Trumpism

vation” is of course, unsurpris-
ing. What is alarming and, at the
same time, angering, is that even
today, in this 21st century, when
the world is supposedly on a
path toward greater equality in
all ambits—starting with human
rights and liberties—there are
large segments of the popula-
tion that are inclined to take the
world and its history backwards.

This disgusting recipe of
nativism and racism that
the Republican Party

has perfected, wearing
Trump’s uniform, will
be put to the test yet
again in the November
midterm elections,

Like Macron, Biden won the 2020
election, yes, but the monsters of
racism, prejudice, and xenopho-
bia continue, alive and kicking. For
example, Trump's recent public
appearances before his follow-
ers prove it, like what happened
last weekend in Ohio. There, the

ex-President pulled the rabbit out
of a hat, like he always does, to re-
vive the fanatics that surround him,
saying that during his presidency
his Mexican counterpart, Andrés
Manuel Lopez Obrador, “bowed”
to his imposition of the "Remain in
Mexico" program. Accustomed to
lying at every opportunity, Trump
used highly prejudiced language
to deliver a level of humiliation,
not exactly to the Mexican leader,
but to the thousands of migrants
from different corners of the world
who are seeking asylum and who
Trump stopped in their tracks, es-
tablishing the most draconian mi-
gration policies in contemporary
U.S. history.

We continue to see the media
circus unfold with a delegation of
ten Republicans traveling to the
border recently between Mexico
and Texas. The Republican Minori-
ty Leader, Kevin McCarthy, came
to the border to give us his daily
dose of demagoguery and lies.
They went to defend the main-
tenance of Title 42, as if a public
health law could substitute for the
comprehensive reform of our mi-
gration laws that his party has sys-
tematically blocked for decades;
because it is a fact that Repub-
licans do not want real solutions,
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but to exploit the issue and immi-
grants to rack up political points
with the base that sustains them.
In fact, the resurgence of anti-im-
migrant sentiment—which was
never really sleeping, but has
been crouched in wait for an op-
portunity that those who maintain
latent Trumpism present—can be
felt once again all over the country.
Trumpism: that political anomaly
that still has the Republican Par-
ty hamstrung, in a country that is
beginning to come out of the pro-
longed lethargy that the pandemic
and its consequences represent.
And that is another similarity
with the French extreme right,
personified by Le Pen: immi-
grants are their favorite scape-
goats. They know how to exploit

Photo/Foto: América’s Voice

disaffection of groups of work-
ers facing job losses in industri-
al and manufacturing sectors,
as in the United States. With this
picture of inequality, it's easy to
find someone to blame, and the
Immigrant is always their favor-
ite piece in their convincing and
cynical game of political chess.
Le Penis a cheerleader for Trump,
Russian President Vladimir Putin,
and the Prime Minister of Hunga-
ry. Viktor Orban, three characters
whose image right now, at least
in the West, is not exactly a mod-
el to follow. And she won almost
42% of the French vote! This is an-
other sign that the fragility of de-
mocracy, and especially the loss

See Hastings & Torres on page 21

El Nativismo y la Intolerancia Siguen Ganando Terreno en el Pais

Maribel Hastings y David
Torres

ientras en Estados Uni-
dos el Trumpismo se
afila los dientes apo-

stando a lograr, a corto plazo, el
control del Congreso, y con la mira
puesta en la Casa Blanca, a medi-
ano plazo, el nativismo y la intoler-
ancia siguen ganando terreno en el
pais. Sus cada vez mas constantes
mensajes de campana en los que
recurre otra vez al gastado discur-
so contra las minorias migratorias
conllevan un dejo de racismo
multiplicado a la quinta potencia,
que hace remecer nuevamente
los cimientos de la democracia.

Pero eso ocurre no solo aqui, sino
en otras democracias del mundo,
como demostro la eleccion por la
presidencia de Francia.

Emmanuel Macron gano, en
efecto, la reeleccion, pero la ex-
tremista Marine Le Pen logro mas
del 40% del voto, algo asi como
el 42% de la poblacion estadoun-
idense que en 2020 seguia apoy-
ando a Donald Trump. De hecho,
Le Pen incremento su apoyo en-
tre los electores franceses con
respecto a 2017, cuando obtu-
VO 34% de respaldo electoral.
No sorprende, por supuesto, el
reacomodo internacional de la ex-
trema derecha con base en men-
sajes politicos subrepticios de su-

puesta “salvacion” nacional. Lo que
asusta y al mismo tiempo indigna
es que aun hoy, en pleno Siglo XX,
cuando la direccion del mundo se
suponia que estaria encaminada
hacia un equilibrio mayor en todos
los ambitos —empezando por los
derechos humanos vy las liberta-
des—, haya grandes segmentos de
la poblacion que estan dispuestos
a que retroceda el mundo y su his-
toria.

Porque como Macron, Biden
gano la eleccion en 2020, si, pero
los monstruos del racismo, del
prejuicio y de la xenofobia siguen
vivitos y coleando. Por ejemplo, las
recientes apariciones publicas de
Trump ante cientos de sus segui-

dores estan ahi para comprobarlo,
como ocurrio el fin de semana pas-
ado en Ohio. Ahi, el expresidente se
saco de la chistera como siempre,
para avivar el fanatismo del que se
rodea, que durante su presidencia
“doblegd” a su homologo mexica-
no, Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador,
para imponer el programa “Qué-
date en México” Acostumbrado
a mentir por los cuatro costados,
Trump uso un lenguaje altamente
prejuicioso para dejar en un nivel
de humillacion, no al mandatar-
i0 mexicano precisamente, sino a
los miles de migrantes de diversas
partes del mundo que buscan asilo
y a quienes el mismo Trump paro
en seco estableciendo las politicas

Esa desagradable receta
de nativismo y racismo
que el Partido Republicano
ha, perfeccionado con

el uniforme puesto del
Trumpismo se pondra a,
prueba una, vez mas en
los préximos comicios
de medio de tiempo en
noviembre

migratorias mas draconianas en la
historia contemporanea de Esta-
dos Unidos.

Vea Hastings/Torres/Esp , pagina 16
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Leaked SCOTUS Draft Opinion Sparks Call to Action

eaders across the nation
L are speaking out regarding
the draft opinion leaked
on May 2, from the US. Supreme

Court that would overturn Roe v.
Wade.

Vice President

Kamala Harris
The United States Supreme Court
has now confirmed that the draft
opinion that would overturn Roe v.
Wade is genuine.

Roe ensures a woman's right to
choose to have an abortion. It also,
at its root, protects the fundamen-
tal right to privacy. What is clear
is that opponents of Roe want to
punish women and take away their
rights to make decisions about
their own bodies. Republican leg-
islators in states across the country
are weaponizing the use of the law
against women.

The rights of all Americans
are at risk. If the right to privacy is
weakened, every person could
face a future in which the govern-
ment can potentially interfere in
the personal decisions you make
about your life. This is the time to
fight for women and for our coun-
try with everything we have.

Pro-Choice Caucus,
U.S. Rep. Diana DeGette

Pro-Choice Caucus,

U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee
If accurate, tonight's Politico report
of a draft Supreme Court decision
is the clearest indication yet that
the court is poised to overturn de-
cades of legal precedent and deal
a shattering blow to the right to ac-
cess abortion care in the U.S. Such
a move would be an unconsciona-
ble rollback of a fundamental right
and would have devastating im-
pacts throughout the country.

Everyone should have the right
to make their own personal health
care decisions that impact their
lives, health and futures. And it is
chilling to think this court is unwill-
ing to protect those rights.

If the Supreme Court does, in
fact, overturn Roe, half the states in
the U.S. will likely move to severe-
ly restrict or outright ban abortion
care. If the court upends prece-
dent, even more people across the
country will soon be forced to trav-
el hundreds of miles out of state or
carry pregnancies to term against
their will. Abortion bans impact ev-
eryone, but their effects fall hard-
est on people who already face
barriers in accessing health care
- particularly Black, Indigenous,
and other people of color, people
with disabilities, people in rural ar-
eas, young people, undocumented
people, and those working to make
ends meet.

At this point, it'simportanttoem-
phasize that this decision is not final
and abortion care is still legal. We
are still fighting every day to protect
and expand abortion access across
the country. And, now more than
ever, we need our colleagues in
the US. Senate to do the same by
passing the Women's Health Pro-

tection Act (WHPA) immediately to
enshrine the right to access abor-
tion care into federal law.

Karen Middleton,

President, Cobalt
This is exactly what we feared and
why it was so important for Colo-
rado to protect the fundamental
right to abortion in Colorado law
with the Reproductive Health Equi-
ty Act. We have warned legislators
and the public alike that the Su-
preme Court was poised to over-
turn Roe v Wade, and this further
confirms it. Regardless of what the
Supreme Court ultimately decides
with a final decision, because of
RHEA Coloradans have the right
to abortion access affirmed in our
state law. This makes the urgent
need to put the right to abortion in
our Constitution in 2024 even more
of a priority, and to hold account-
able those who didn't support
abortion access with RHEA in 2022.
Esto es exactamente lo que
temiamos y por que era tan im-
portante para Colorado proteger
el derecho fundamental al aborto
en la ley de Colorado con la Ley de
Equidad en Salud Reproductiva. He-
mos advertido a los legisladores y al
publico por igual que la Corte Supre-
ma estaba a punto de anular Roe v
Wade, y esto lo confirma aun mas.
Independientemente de lo que final-
mente decida la Corte Suprema con
una decision final, debido a RHEA,
los habitantes de Colorado tienen el
derecho al acceso al aborto afirma-
do en nuestra ley estatal. Esto hace
que la necesidad urgente de inclu-
ir el derecho al aborto en nuestra
Constitucion en 2024 sea aun mas
una prioridad, y de responsabilizar
a quienes no apoyaron el acceso al

aborto con la RHEA en 2022,

Dusti Gurule, President

and CEO of COLOR
With this potential decision, this
court is yet again showing it has
no problem harming pregnant
people across the country, par-
ticularly Black, Indigenous, and
other people of color, people with
disabilities, people in rural areas,
young people, undocumented
people, and those having difficulty
making ends meet. At the core of
our movement for Reproductive
Justice is community power. And
our historic victory to protect our
right to abortion - in the face of a
hostile Supreme Court - is just the
beginning.

This is why it was so important
for Colorado to protect the funda-
mental right to abortion into law
with the Reproductive Health Equi-
ty Act. While Coloradans' rights are
now protected, we won't stop until
every state follows our footsteps in
codifying abortion access and re-
productive rights into law.

Con esta posible decision, este
tribunal demuestra una vez mas que
no tiene ningun problema en danar a
las personas embarazadas en todo
el pais, en particular a las personas
negras, indigenas y otras personas
de color, personas con discapaci-
dades, personas en areas rurales,
Jovenes, indocumentados y aquellos
que tienen dificultades para llegar a
fin de mes. En el centro de nuestro
movimiento por la Justicia Repro-
ductiva esta el poder comunitario. Y
nuestra victoria historica para prote-
ger nuestro derecho al aborto, frente
a una Corte Suprema hostil, es solo
el comienzo.

Es por eso que era tan importante
para Colorado proteger el derecho

fundamental al aborto como ley con
la Ley de Equidad en Salud Repro-
ductiva. Si bien los derechos de los
habitantes de Colorado ahora es-
tan protegidos, no nos detendremos
hasta que todos los estados sigan
nuestros pasos para codificar el ac-
ceso al aborto y los derechos repro-
ductivos en la ley.

U.S. Senator Ben Ray Lujan
For generations, women and fam-
ilies fought for and secured the
right to safe and legal reproduc-
tive health care. Now, the conser-
vative majority on the Supreme
Court appears poised to overturn
the landmark Roe v. Wade decision
- undermining nearly 50 years of
legal precedent, attacking wom-
en's health, and putting the most
vulnerable in danger.

In New México, under the lead-
ership of Governor Michelle Lu-
jan Grisham and state Democrats,
legislation to protect and preserve
reproductive rights is the law. New
México remains a state where
women and their families can
make their own health care deci-
sions. This will not change regard-
less of what the Supreme Court
decides.

| want to be clear: This decision
is not yet final. Reproductive rights,
as established by Roe, remain the
law of the land in America. But
Congress cannot wait on the side-
lines until it's too late. The Senate
must eliminate the filibuster imme-
diately to pass the Women's Health
Protection Act and other vital piec-
es of legislation. The fight contin-
ues — | am not giving up now, and
I never will.

See Roe v Wade on page 17
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Cuentos de Mi Chante Chicano: Mexicanidad y Chicanismo

Daniel Stange

o Soy Chicano. Soy Mexika.

Y Soy hijo de la tierra. Child of

the land. Not just any land,
but the land on which we know
today as America. For 500 years
our people have resisted the Eu-
ropean colonization. Just like other
cultures through the African conti-
nent, South America, India, South-
east Asian countries, Australia and
Pacific islanders. It really did be-
come a global phenomenon, this
ideology of European dominance
and extension of Greco-Roman
culture that seeks to conquer and
subject natural people to the will of
commerce and globalism. The Vi-
king culture also aligned with these
propositions and their cultural
identity is still evident. Thor claim-
ing to be the mightiest Avenger?

It is all packaged and sold to us
through media and education, it's
very sinister and subliminal. To-
day's scientists have done nothing
more than justify the means to this
end by perpetuating a view of re-
ality towards progress. Filling our
young impressionable minds with
visions of space exploration and
planet exploitation. Continually
reinforcing the basic precept that

we just follow our human instincts,
which are nothing more than pri-
mal survivalist behaviors. That sur-
vival of the fittest and man against
nature are the most common de-
nominators and they calculate our
inevitable destruction.

Far from being the only per-
spective on reality, progress and
human tragedy has been touted
as the only reality that “sells”. Crit-
ics profess that people only want
to hear about the tragic news and
the story of perseverance must
always conclude with maintaining
the status quo. All the heroes in
today’s stories are fighting to keep
the world's global mechanisms
in place. As if the political struc-
tures that exist today are the only
hope to remain free. Yet, we lock
up more people in América than
any other country. You must real-
ize that the Russian and Chinese
television and media also claims
that communism is the only hope
for the human race to flourish and
find peace?

Peace results from that harmo-
ny built into human society and
actualized by human beings as
they thirst for greater justice. Un-
conditional and effective respect
for each one's imprescriptible and

inalienable rights is the necessary
condition in order that peace may
reign in a society. The concept is
clear and sounds so achievable,

We have the ability to
effect the reality of
the next generations

of Americans. We can
continue to struggle or
we can step into our
power.

but the very thirst for justice is a
condition that bequeaths conflict.
We are constantly presented with
a juxtaposition that we must fight,
but the struggle is what prevents
peace. In order to build peace into
a society, there must exist a prem-
ise of life in harmony and balance.
That we comprehend the natural
phenomena, which science ob-
serves and reports, to be one of
cooperation instead of conflict.
Sadly, the major religions of the
world adopt the premise that God
has somehow cast us out and
some ‘fall from grace' is the princi-
pal starting point from which we all
engage.

There are also afew key insights
that reinforce the driving force be-
hind colonization and ‘white’ dom-
inance. Naturally, the language is
pervasive when the definition of
White vs the definition of Black,
are so blatantly opposed. But con-
sider how the first commandment
of God to Adam in the Bible is to
‘name’ all of the species. Conse-
quently, objectifying the ‘other’ life
forms as forever inferior. And it fur-
ther continues to claim that “God”
gives dominion to Man.

From an Anahuacan perspec-
tive, humans are the most fragile
and must depend upon the other
kingdoms - minerals, plants and
animals.

Obviously, we have an instinct
to endure, some call it survival in-
stinct, that is inseparable from our
physical being, (we can't even bite
through our own skin). We have an
instinct to reproduce through pher-
omones and other natural process-
es that we have little control over.
But we can control the decisions
that we make in that very moment
of truth. Perhaps this is where the
idea of our “free will” comes from?

| say the idea of free will be-
cause | have a serious doubt about
the reality of this concept. One that
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is rigorously defended by the reli-
gious ideologies all over the world!
Scientists and Atheists both accept
this idea, that you have the capac-
ity to choose and whatever results
you face are a result of your choice.
What is actually more relevant, is
the options of choices that you are
presented with. | suggest that the
amount of things that you actually
employ your freedom of choice to,
is insignificant to the factors in life
that manipulate your choices and
the mountain of situations that you
have no choice in the matter, what-
so-ever! How is this free will? Only
the freedom to accept the circum-
stances or fight against them and
half the time you can't be certain

See Stange on page 19

If Anti-Trans Lawmakers Got Their
Way, I Might Not Be Alive Today

Sage Dolan-Sandrino

n states across the country,
I small-minded lawmakers are

pushing cruel, vicious new
bills targeting transgender chil-
dren.

These bills threaten to ban ev-
erything from medical care to
even acknowledging the existence
of trans people in the classroom.
Many threaten parents and med-
ical providers with prosecution.
And all of them put the lives of
young trans people at risk.

If these laws had been passed
when | was transitioning, | might
not be alive today.

As a trans student in middle
school, | was dehumanized. | en-
dured harassment, abuse, and
physical violence for which | was
the one punished. Even worse, my
school responded to my coming
out with harmful new policies.

For example, | was banned
from the bathrooms. Instead of us-
ing the girls' room near my class-
rooms, | had to go down two flights
of stairs, across an open courtyard,
into another school building, and
all the way to the end of another

Photo: OtherWords

A national survey by the
Trevor Project found that
42 percent of youth who

identified as LGBTQI+
contemplated suicide in
2020 — a figure that rose
to B2 percent for trans
kids in particular.

building to use the nurse's office
bathroom.

See Dolan-Sandrino on page 18
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Health Experts Await Data on Moderna's Vaccine for Kids

By Jenny Manrique

he medical community
I is celebrating drug mak-
er Moderna's recent an-
nouncement that it is seeking FDA
approval for its Covid-19 vacci-
nation for younger kids, though
experts add they are “anxiously”
awaiting further data on its efficacy
and safety.

“We have seen that our young-
est patients are getting sick and
hospitalized with COVID.. even pre-
viously healthy kids can develop
complications,” said Pediatric Pul-
monologist Dr. Manisha Newaskar
with Stanford Children's Health
during an April 29 press briefing
hosted by Ethnic Media Services.

“The data still needs full review,
but we have to educate our fami-
lies and encourage them to get
their young ones vaccinated,” Ne-
waskar added.

The vaccine will require two
doses one month apart and is ex-
pected to be authorized by the
FDA in June. Parents have been
hesitant about shots for their kids in
part due to the risk of myocarditis—
an inflammation of the muscles
around the heart—though experts
note the risk decreases for young-
er patients.
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The Moderna vaccine will require two doses one month apart and is expected to be
authorized by the FDA in June. / La vacuna requerird dos dosis con un mes de diferencia y
se espera que este autorizada en junio.

“Schools may have a role to play
in getting the vaccine out there
said Dr. Ben Neuman, professor
of Biology and chief virologist with
the Global Health Research Com-
plex, Texas A&M University.

“There are 500 deaths per year
from bacterial meningitis, and that
is one of the things that schools
would normally require vaccination
against,” explained Dr. Neuman.
“COVID-19 is around 350 deaths
in the same age group in roughly
the span of a year. This needs to be
one of the vaccines to make school
work.”

Moderna previously requested
FDA authorization for its vaccine for
kids ages 6 to 11 and ages 12 to 17.
It expects to submit data on the ef-
ficacy of these vaccines by May 9.

The news comes as Moderna
also announced progress on a “bi-
valent” vaccine that would provide
immunity to the original Covid-19
strain along with newer variants.

“Each year we update our in-
fluenza vaccine and it's now a
quadrivalent vaccine. It has four
different antigens in it. So, the
thinking among vaccine scientists
is to do something quite similar

with COVID,"” explained Dr. William
Schaffner, professor of medicine in
the Division of Infectious Diseases
at Vanderbilt University School of
Medicine.

“Expanding the antigens in the
vaccines, we get broader coverage
against this array of variants going
forward,” Schaffner noted.

The speed at which variants of
the Covid-19 virus are appearing,
along with their relative transmis-
sibility, calls for the development
of multivariant vaccines, speak-
ers said. The BA2 Omicron variant,
which emerged in late November
in the United States, is almost gone
but has been replaced by a subva-
riant that is even more contagious:
the BA.2.121

‘We need to advocate the
FDA to update the vaccines more
quickly considering that we're just
tweaking the spike protein a lit-
tle bit" said Dr. Eric Feigl-Ding,
co-founder of the World Health
Network and chief of the COVID
Task Force at the New England
Complex Systems Institute. "We
should be able to do a phase two
(of approval), and then allow these
brand-new phases to adapt the
vaccines pretty quickly..”

Experts also weighed in on the
removal of mask mandates on pub-

lic transportation which several U.S
transit systems, including airlines,
have already adopted.

“The data, still needs
full review, but we have
to educate our families
and encourage them to
get their young ones
vaccinated.”

Dr. Manisha, Newagskar,
Stanford Children’s
Health

“We don't just stop wearing
helmets, unbuckle our seatbelts,
and allow drunk driving because
hospital beds are not full. | think
the CDC is forgetting preven-
tion (strategies) in trying to push
for a return to normal.” added Dr.
Feigl-Ding. who highlighted the
fact that even for people who are
boosted, the protection against
hospitalization and death is 9o-
95%, but the protection against in-
fection is only about 45%.

‘Adults now are going out to
gatherings, parties, bars, restau-

See Vaccine on page 17

Expertos Esperan Datos Sobre la Vacuna de Moderna para Nifios

Por Jenny Manriques

n la larga batalla contra

E la COVID-19, el reciente
anuncio de Moderma de
que busca la aprobacion de la Ad-
ministracion de Alimentos y Me-
dicamentos de los Estados Unidos
(FDA en inglés) de su vacuna para
ninos mas pequenos, fue celebra-
do por la comunidad médica que
espera “ansiosamente” ver los da-
tos completos de su eficacia y se-
guridad.

“Hemos visto que nuestros pa-
cientes mas jovenes se estan en-
fermando y yendo al hospital por
COVID.. incluso los ninos previa-
mente sanos pueden desarrollar
complicaciones y el sindrome in-
flamatorio multisistémico’, dijo la
Dra. Manisha Newaskar, neumolo-

ga pediatrica de Stanford Chil-
dren's Health durante una confer-
encia de prensa convocada por
Ethnic Media Services el 29 de
abril.

“Los datos aun necesitan una
revision completa, pero tenemos
que educar a nuestras familias y
animarlas a que vacunen a nues-
tros pequenos” La vacuna re-
querira dos dosis con un mes de
diferencia y se espera que este
autorizada en junio. Los padres
han dudado acerca de las vacunas
para sus hijos debido al riesgo de
miocarditis que, segun explican los
expertos, es menor a medida que
disminuye el rango de edad.

“Las escuelas pueden desem-
penar un papel en la distribucion
de la vacuna’, dijo el Dr. Ben Neu-
man, profesor de biologia y virdlo-

go jefe del Global Health Research
Complex en Texas A&M Universi-
ty. "Hay 500 muertes por ano de
meningitis bacteriana, y esa es una
de las cosas contra las que las es-
cuelas normalmente requieren va-
cunacion.. COVID-19 genera cerca
de 350 muertes en el mismo grupo
de edad en ellapso de un ano. Esta
debe ser una de las vacunas que
formen parte de la funcionalidad
de la escuela”.

Moderna solicitd previamente
a la FDA que autorizara su vacuna
para nifos de seis y 11 afios y de
12 a 17 anos, cuyos datos se espe-
ra que se presenten antes del 9 de
mayo.

La noticia vino acompanada de
otro desarrollo de la empresa bio-
tecnolégica: una vacuna bivalente
que busca brindar una proteccion

mas fuerte y duradera contra nue-
vas variantes.

“Cada ano actualizamos nuestra
vacuna contra la influenza y ahora
es una vacuna tetravalente. Con-
tiene cuatro antigenos diferentes.
Entonces el pensamiento de los
cientificos es hacer algo similar
con COVID", explico el Dr. William
Schaffner, profesor de medicina
preventiva en el Departamento de
Politicas de Salud y profesor de
medicina en la Division de Enfer-
medades Infecciosas de la escue-
la de medicina de la Universidad
de Vanderbilt.

‘Al expandir los antigenos en las
vacunas, obtenemos una cober-
tura mas amplia contra estas vari-
antes en el futuro”.

La rapidez con que aparecen,
mutan y se extinguen las distintas

“Los datos aun necesitan
una, revisién completa,
pero tenemos que educar
a nuestras familias y

animarlas a que vacunen
a nuestros pequerios”.

Dra. Manisha Newaskar,
Stanford Children’s
Health

cepas de las variantes es algo
que requiere un rapido desarrol-
lo de vacunas multivariantes. La
variante BA2 Omicron que surgio
a fines de noviembre en los Esta-
dos Unidos casi ha desaparecido,

Vea Vacuna, pagina 18
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May Day March and Rally Reinforces Immigrant Rights Movement

By Isiah Holmes

ore than 4,000 people
assembled on Sunday
for an annual May Day

march organized by Voces de la
Frontera, the immigrant workers'
rights group based in Milwau-
kee, WI. The march signaled the
start of a two-day series of "Days
Without Latinxs & Immigrants”
actions in Wisconsin and in 17
other states.

For years, Voces has organized
the May Day march and rally at the
Federal Building in Wisconsin. On

Sunday organizers of the march
pointed to Republican Sen. Ron
Johnson, who has an office in the
Federal Building. as a key reason
immigration reform failed to pass
in Washington D.C. last year. Chris-
tine  Nuemann-Ortiz, executive
director of Voces de la Frontera,
spoke about months of struggle
leading up to that failure. "“We were
here last year on Oct. 11," said Nue-
mann-Ortiz, “in another Day With-
out Latinxs and Immigrants strike
demanding that Johnson vote for
immigration reform in Build Back
Better in Congress.”

Photo/Foto: Joe Brusky/MTEA/permiso VDLF

Over 4,000 people gather for the Voces de la Frontera march for immigrant rights on May Day, 2022. / Mas de 4.000 personas se retnen
en la marcha de Voces de la Frontera por los derechos de los inmigrantes el Primero de Mayo de 2022.
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Christine Nuemann-Ortiz speaks during the May Day rally and march in front of the Federal Building in Wisconsin. / Christine Nuemann-
Ortiz habla durante la concentracion y marcha del Primero de Mayo frente al Edificio Federal en Wisconsin.

She called out to the crowd
gathered outside the Federal
Building, “I ask you, did he do it?
No, he did not. So, we are here to
tell Sen. Johnson: We see you. We
know your shameful record. You
have shamelessly enriched your-
self while voting against workers
and immigrant families. John-
son, we are here to say, and say
it with me, ‘Shame on you!™ Nue-
mann-Ortiz called on President
Joe Biden to use executive author-
ity to expand protections for im-
migrant workers, particularly after
broader reform failed last year.

On Monday, immigrant rights
activists traveled to Madison, WI.
to advocate for the restoration of
drivers’ licenses and in-state tui-

“We condemn those
Democrats who are
shamefully siding with
Republicans and caving
into the politics of hate
and fear by defending
Title 42>

Christine Nuemann-Ortiz,
Voces de la Frontera,

tion equity for immigrant students.
“President Biden described our na-
tional efforts to fight COVID-19 and
save our families as a war," said
Nuemann-Ortiz, “and we are here

to remind him and members of
Congress that immigrant workers
have been heroes on the frontlines,
sacrificing for our well-being, and
Biden must honor their sacrifices
and contributions.”

Milwaukee  Mayor  Cavalier
Johnson, who spoke at the May
Day march, emphasized the place
immigrants have in the country
and city's identity. “We see our-
selves as a nation of immigrants,”
said Johnson. “"People from all
over the world call the city of Mil-
waukee home, that's always been
one of our greatest strengths.” He
added, “This is why | support com-
prehensive immigration reform

See May on page 22
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La Marcha del Primero de Mayo Refuerza el Movimiento por los Derechos de los Inmigrantes
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Israel Pefia, un trabajador indocumentado, habla durante la manifestacion del Primero de Mayo frente al Edificio Federal en Wisconsin.
/ Israel Pefia, an undocumented worker, speaks during the May Day rally in front of the Federal Building in Wisconsin.

Por Isiah Holmes

as de 4.000 personas se
reunieron el domingo
para una marcha anual

del Primero de Mayo organizada
por Voces de la Frontera, el grupo
de derechos de los trabajadores
inmigrantes con sede en Milwau-
kee, WI. La marcha marco el inicio
de una serie de acciones de dos
dias "Dias sin latinos e inmigrantes”
en Wisconsin y en otros 17 estados.

Durante anos, Voces ha organi-
zado la marcha y la concentracion
del Primero de Mayo en el Edificio
Federal de Wisconsin. EL domin-
go, los organizadores de la mar-
cha senalaron al senador republi-
cano Ron Johnson, que tiene una
oficina en el Edificio Federal, como
una razon clave para que la refor-
ma migratoria no se aprobara en
Washington D.C. el ano pasado.
Christine Nuemann-Ortiz, directora
ejecutiva de Voces de la Frontera,
hablo de los meses de lucha que
llevaron a ese fracaso. “Estuvimos
aqui el 11 de octubre del ano pas-
ado’, dijo Nuemann-Ortiz, “en otra
huelga del Dia Sin Latinos e Inmi-
grantes exigiendo que Johnson
votara por la reforma migratoria en
Build Back Better en el Congreso”.

Ella llamo a la multitud reuni-
da fuera del Edificio Federal, “Les
pregunto, ¢lo hizo? No, no lo hizo.
Asi que estamos aqui para de-
cirle al senador Johnson: Lo ve-
mos. Conocemos su vergonzoso
historial. Se ha enriquecido des-
caradamente mientras  votaba
contra los trabajadores y las fa-
milias inmigrantes. Johnson, es-
tamos aqui para decir, y decirlo

conmigo, ‘iQuée verguenza!™ Nue-
mann-Ortiz pidid al presidente
Joe Biden que utilice la autoridad
ejecutiva para ampliar las protec-
ciones de los trabajadores inmi-
grantes, especialmente despu-
és de que fracasara una reforma
mas amplia el afio pasado.

El lunes, los activistas por los
derechos de los inmigrantes via-
jaron a Madison, WI, para abogar
por la restauracion de las licen-
cias de conducir y la igualdad de
la matricula estatal para los estudi-
antes inmigrantes. “El presidente
Biden describid nuestros esfuer-

z0s nacionales para luchar contra
el COVID-19 y salvar a nuestras fa-
milias como una guerra’, dijo Nue-
mann-Ortiz, "y estamos aqui para
recordarle a él y a los miembros
del Congreso que los trabajadores
inmigrantes han sido héroes en el
frente, sacrificandose por nuestro
bienestar, y Biden debe honrar sus
sacrificios y contribuciones.”

El alcalde de Milwaukee, Cav-
alier Johnson, que intervino en la
marcha del Primero de Mayo, de-
staco el lugar que ocupan los in-
migrantes en la identidad del pais
y de la ciudad. "Nos vemos como
una nacion de inmigrantes’, dijo
Johnson. "Gente de todo el mun-
do llama a la ciudad de Milwaukee
su hogar, esa ha sido siempre una
de nuestras mayores fortalezas” Y
anadio: "Por eso apoyo una refor-
ma migratoria integral y ordenes
ejecutivas para proteger a todos
los inmigrantes. .Tenemos que
asegurarnos de que la gente sepa
que los inmigrantes impulsan las
economias locales, que trabajan
duro y pagan su parte justa, que
contribuyen a nuestro crecimien-
to econdmico en todas nues-
tras comunidades. Los beneficios
econdmicos y las contribuciones
que aportan los inmigrantes bene-

“Condenamos a, los
demodcratas que
se estan poniendo
vergonzosamente del

lado de los republicanos

¥y cediendo a la politica,
del odio y €l miedo al
defender el Titulo 42."

Christine Nuemann-Ortiz,
Voces de la, Frontera,

fician a todos en esta ciudad y en
el pais.”

Israel Pena, que llegod a Estados
Unidos en 2008, es uno de esos
trabajadores. Pena se dirigio a la
multitud en espanol, que luego fue
traducido por otros en el escenar-
io. "He trabajado en las bodegas
de California”, dijo Pena, "y en los
campos cosechando nueces, al-
mendras, cerezas y melocotones.
He lavado coches en un lavadero.
He trabajado en la construccion
y en restaurantes, y actualmente
estoy trabajando en una empresa
de fabricacion aqui en Wisconsin.

Vea Mayo, pagina 23


https://www.colorlatina.org/

State News / Noticias del Estado

Garcia and Esgar Set a Solid Foundation for City of Pueblo

COLORADO

By Sara Wilson

he Home of Heroes is
about to undergo a politi-
cal transition.

As House Majority Leader
Daneya Esgar prepares to wrap up
her final legislative session, Pueblo
is positioned to lose two decades
of legislative experience between
her and former Senate President
Leroy Garcia, who left his post early
to take a Pentagon job.

In addition to that experience,

the Democratic duo's departure
means the end of two major agen-
da-setting leadership positions
being held by proud Puebloans.
Garcia left in late February but
was term-limited anyway this year.
Esgar announced in November
that she would not seek a Senate
seat following her final term in the
House.

The formal role of the Senate
President is to preside over the
day-to-day business of the cham-
ber and the House Majority Lead-
er is second-in-command to the
Speaker and controls when the

chamber votes on certain legisla-
tion. Besides those formal roles,
they are part of a powerful lead-
ership team, especially as both
chambers and the governor's of-
fice are Democrat-controlled.

Garcia, elected to the House of
Representatives in 2012 and first
elected to the Senate in 2014, was
selected to serve as Senate Pres-
ident in November 2018 and was
reelected to that position in 2020.
Esgar, first elected in 2014, was se-
lected as House majority leader in
November 2020.

That dynamic created a unique
situation with two legislators from
Pueblo guiding conservation and
policy priorities for the 2021 ses-
sion and a little less than half of the
2022 session.

“The synergy the two of us
had, because we were aligned for
the right reasons on priorities for
Southern Colorado, willbe missed,”
Garcia said.

‘A lot of times, people say The
Legislature’s priorities are X, Y and
Z! But when you look at the track
record of what Majority Leader Es-
gar and | worked in collaboration
to accomplish .. Those were things
specific to our districts. We got a lot
of pushback sometimes, like "What
are you trying to do? Ease in,” he
said.

5 de Mayo 2022 | 10
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Colorado Sen. Leroy Garcia, a Democrat from Pueblo, is a Marine Corps veteran who
served in Iraq. / £l senador de Colorado Leroy Garcia, democrata de Pueblo, es un veterano
del Cuerpo de Marines que sirvio en Irak.

Garcia's office could not find
another instance where the Sen-
ate presidency and House major-
ity leader positions were simulta-
neously held by Puebloans.

For a region sometimes mis-
characterized by Denver politicos
and which has interests that are
distinct from those of its neigh-
bors to the north, that represen-
tation — and resistance to easing
in — has been critical. Pueblo,
the state's ninth-biggest city, has
higher than average unemploy-
ment, crime and poverty rates,
but it also has booming invest-
ments in renewables like solar
energy, a vibrant and well-main-

tained downtown core, and a
deep heritage in industry and ag-
riculture.

“That matters a lot — having
Daneya and Leroy in leadership
up there has been so helpful for
Pueblo’'s image in Colorado over-
all,” said Hilary Glasgow, a Pueblo
resident and the executive direc-
tor of Colorado WINS, a union for
state employees. “There is a lot of
mockery of Pueblo that has hap-
pened in the past, but | feel like
we've raised our profile and peo-
ple have more respect for us than
they did in the past.”

See Pueblo on page 20

Garcia y Esgar Establecen Una Base Sdlida para Pueblo
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La lider de la mayoria de la Camara, Daneya Esgar, una democrata de Pueblo, es
fotografiada en el piso de la Camara el 11 de marzo de 2022. / House Majority Leader
Daneya Esgar, a Pueblo Democrat, is pictured on the House floor March 11, 2022.

COLORADO

Por Sara Wilson

LHogar de los Héroes esta a

E punto de experimentar una
transicion politica.

A medida que la lider de la

mayoria de la Camara de Repre-

sentantes, Daneya Esgar, se prepa-

ra para concluir su ultima sesion
legislativa, Pueblo se encuentra en

posicion de perder dos décadas
de experiencia legislativa entre
ella y el ex presidente del Senado,
Leroy Garcia, que dejo su puesto
antes de tiempo para aceptar un
trabajo en el Pentagono.

Ademas de esa experiencia, la
partida del duo democrata signifi-
ca el fin de dos importantes pues-
tos de liderazgo que establecian la
agenda y que eran ocupados por
orgullosos habitantes de Pueb-

lo. Garcia se marcho a finales de
febrero, pero su mandato fue lim-
itado de todos modos este afo.
Esgar anuncio en noviembre que
no buscaria un puesto en el Sena-
do tras su ultimo mandato en la
Camara.

La funcion formal del Presiden-
te del Senado es presidir los asun-
tos cotidianos de la camara y el
lider de la mayoria de la Camara
es el segundo al mando del Presi-
dente y controla cuando la camara
vota cierta legislacion. Ademas de
esas funciones formales, forman
parte de un poderoso equipo de
liderazgo, especialmente porque
ambas camaras y la oficina del
gobernador estan controladas por
los democratas.

Garcia, elegida para la Camara
de Representantes en 2012 y elegi-
da por primera vez para el Senado
en 2014, fue seleccionada para
servir como presidenta del Sena-
do en noviembre de 2018 y fue
reelegida para ese cargo en 2020.
Esgar, elegido por primera vez en
2014, fue seleccionado como lider

Vea Pueblo/Esp, pagina 24
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National News /

LCV Action Fund Endorses Diana
DeGette for Congress
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The League of Conservation Voters Action Fund announced its’ endorsement of
Diana DeGette for reelection to the U.S. House of Representatives from Colorado's 1st
Congressional District.

COLORADO

he League of Conser-
vation Voters (LCV) Ac-
tion Fund, which works

to elect pro-environment candi-
dates, announced this week the
endorsement of Diana DeGette
for reelection to the U.S. House of
Representatives from Colorado’s
1st Congressional District.

“Representative Diana DeGette
has been a powerful voice for cut-
ting carbon pollution and growing
our clean energy economy in order
to combat the climate crisis and
create good-paying jobs,” said LCV
Action Fund Senior Vice President
of Government Affairs Tiernan Sit-
tenfeld. "We are proud to support
her campaign for reelection be-
cause we know she will continue
to lead efforts to conserve Colora-
do's natural treasurers and fight for
climate, clean energy, justice, and
democracy.”

“Representative Diana DeGette
has a long track record of support-
ing public lands and protecting our
state from the worst impacts of
climate change,” said Kelly Nordi-
ni, CEO of Conservation Colorado.
“LCV Action Fund has endorsed
her campaign for reelection be-
cause we know she will continue to
fight for a clean and healthy future
for all communities in Colorado.”

‘I am proud to work alongside
LCV Action Fund in the fight to
protect our public lands, reverse
climate change, and work toward
environmental justice,” said Rep-

resentative Diana DeGette. "I am
honored to have their support and
endorsement.”

Representative Diana DeGette
has been a member of the US.
House of Representatives since
1997 and previously served in the
Colorado State House. In Con-
gress, Rep. DeCette sits on the
House Committee on Energy and
Commerce where she is the Chair-
woman on the Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigation and a
member of the committee on the
Environment and Climate Change
and the Subcommittee on Energy.
In her committee leadership role,
Rep. DeGette has spearheaded
the Clean Energy Innovation and
Deployment Act. This bill aims to
create a clean energy standard
that would require the country's
worst polluters to eliminate carbon
emissions by 2037. Rep. DeGette
also co-sponsored the Fractur-
ing Responsibility and Awareness
of Chemicals Act (FRAC Act), and
last year, introduced the Methane
Waste Prevention Act. She is also
a strong advocate for protecting
our democracy and has cospon-
sored the For the People Act (H.R.
1), the John R. Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act (H.R. 4), and the
Washington, D.C. Admission Act
(H.R. 51). Rep. DeGette has earned
a 96% lifetime score on LCV's Na-
tional Environmental Scorecard.

For More Colorado News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Abortion-Rights Advocates Rally at Colorado Capitol

Photo: Sara Wilson/Colorado Newsline

Protestors gathered at the Colorado Capitol on May 3, 2022, in support of legal abortions.
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Sponsors of the Reproductive Health Equity Act speak to pro-choice protestors at the
Colorado State Capitol on May 3, 2022: State Rep. Leslie Herod, Sen. Julie Gonzales, Sen.
Faith Winter.

COLORADO

By Sara Wilson

C oloradans rallied in front of
the state Capitol on Tues-
day afternoon following
news that the U.S. Supreme Court
is poised to roll back abortion
rights through an upcoming ruling.

Elected leaders, activists and
community members spoke for
over an hour about the need for
safe, legal and accessible abortion
not only in Colorado but also na-
tionwide.

“The only thing that unsafe and
illegal abortions do is kill people.
The fact that the Supreme Court —
a bunch of white, privileged men —
is trying to overturn our right is just
disgusting,” activist Karla Gonzales
Garcia said, sharing her own expe-
rience of receiving an abortion in
Peru.

A leaked draft opinion obtained
by Politico shows that a majority
of Supreme Court justices sup-
port overturning the landmark Roe

v. Wade precedent, which guar-
anteed the constitutional right to

abortion for nearly five decades.
The decision, which is not yet fi-
nal, sent shockwaves through the
country as politicians and organiz-
ers reacted to the beginning of a
post-Roe society.

Attendees at the Denver ral-
ly held signs with common abor-
tion-rights slogans, such as "My
Body, My Choice," "Protect Wom-
en's Rights” and “Abortion is Health
Care’”

Abortion and  reproductive
health care access is protected in
Colorado through the recently en-
acted Reproductive Health Equi-
ty Act, which Democrats passed
during the current legislative ses-
sion in anticipation of a defunct
Roe v. Wade.

“We knew this day would come,”
RHEA sponsor Sen. Julie Gonza-
les of Denver said. “The decision
hasn't even been made official yet
and we already know what it feels
like in our bones. We can already
see this decision for what it is."

“Should the Supreme Court de-
cision stand in the way it has been
issued as a draft, the work that we
have done and the work that we

collectively will continue to do will
matter more than ever,” she said.

Speakers appealed to attend-
ees to turn out in the primary and
general elections this year to elect
pro-abortion rights candidates at
the state and federal levels. The
two Republicans running to re-
place US. Sen. Michael Bennet,
state Rep. Ron Hanks and Joe
O'Dea, opposed RHEA.

“We're here to rally and protest. |
love protest,” said Elizabeth Epps, a
state legislative candidate and the

founder of the Colorado Freedom
Fund. "Protest for protest's sake is
hollow. It needs to translate into
policy action.”

State Rep. Leslie Herod said the
leaked opinion invigorated her to
call on Democrats to “give a s
about their voter base.

“We have lost our base because
we're afraid to talk about the things
that matter, but these type of bills,
these types of laws, these types of
rulings have impacts on each and
every one of us,” she said.

“These bans and these
attacks on reproductive
freedom — let me be
clear — they will not stop

abortion from happening,

but they will decrease the

number of safe abortions
that happen.”

State Rep. Leslie Herod

See Rights on page 23
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Program Makes Child Care Free for Majority of New México Families

NEW MEXICO

By Julia Conley

ith millions of parents
across the U.S. forced
to leave the workforce

due to an inability to find affordable
child care during the coronavirus
pandemic, families making up to
$111,000 per year in New México
are set to benefit from a pilot pro-
gram that went into effect May 1
waiving all child care payments for
more than a year.

"We need federal dollars
to make this happen

everywhere in this
country. "

Dorian Warren,
Community Change

Families earning up to 400% of
the federal poverty level are now
eligible for the state's child care as-
sistance program. With the median
household income standing at just
over $51,000, the expansion of the
program “will help A LOT of fami-

lies," said Washington Post reporter
Casey Parks.

The state is also eliminating
child care copays for middle class
families who benefit from subsi-
dies, making child care free for
30,000 households across the
state—the broadest swath of a
state population to benefit from a
free child care program, according
to officials.

“This makes New México the
first state to offer no-cost care to
such a broad range of incomes,”
said the New Mexico Center on
Law and Poverty, which sued the
state in 2018 alleging officials ar-
bitrarily denied families access to
child care assistance. “This is great
for families and workers!”

Advocates credited organiza-
tions like OLE, a coalition of par-
ents and care providers which also
joined the 2018 lawsuit, with push-
ing for years for better policies for
families in the state.

“Let’s be clear: this didn't hap-
pen by accident,” said grassroots
group Community Change. “Par-
ents, providers, and advocates
never backed down.”

The state is drawing from its
Early Childhood Education and
Care Fund to run the pilot program.

The fund, which Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisham established in 2020,
draws on taxes from oil and natural
gas production.

The governor hopes to use
the state's Land Grant Permanent
Fund to finance universal no-cost
child care after the pilot program
ends in June 2023.

“We can and will be first in the
country to achieve this incredi-
ble goal.” Lujan Grisham said last
week.

The state is also spending $10
million from the American Rescue
Plan (ARP) to increase its supply
of child care centers. According to
a 2018 analysis by the Center for
American Progress, 53% of New
Meéxico residents live in “child care
deserts.”

New Mexico is strengthening
its investment in child care as fam-
ilies across the U.S. grapple with
the loss earlier this year of the ex-
panded Child Tax Credit, which
sent monthly per-child payments
to 36 million families for the last six
months of 2021 but was eliminated
after Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WVa.)
joined the Republican Party in op-
posing its continuation.

Provisions in the Build Back
Better Act including universal free
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In New Mexico, families earning up to $111,000 per year are now eligible for a program
providing free child care. / Las familias que ganan hasta 111.000 dolares al ano en Nuevo
Meéxico se van a beneficiar de un programa piloto que entré en vigor el 1 de mayo que renuncia
atodos los pagos de cuidado infantil durante mas de un aro.

pre-kindergarten for all three- and
four-year-olds and subsidies that
would ensure no family pays more
than 7% of their income on child
care are also languishing in the
Senate.

“We need federal dollars to
make this happen everywhere
in this country,” said Dorian War-
ren, co-president of Community
Change, of New México's program.

Households nationwide are
also facing higher prices for gas,
groceries, and other essentials as

companies rake in record profits

and reward their shareholders in-
stead of raising wages or lessening
the burden on consumers.

The expansion of no-cost child
care is "such an important step for-
ward for New México, and it comes
at a time when families are in real
need of any economic relief,” Am-
ber Wallin, executive director of
New Mexico Voices for Children,
told the Post last week.

New México's program began
as child care providers and parents

See Child Care on page 16

Programa Ofrece Cuidado de los
Nirios Gratis en NM

NEW MEXICO

Por Julia Conley

on millones de padres en
‘ todo EEUU. obligados a

dejar la fuerza de traba-
jo debido a la incapacidad de en-
contrar cuidado infantil asequible
durante la pandemia de coronavi-
rus, las familias que ganan hasta
111.000 dolares al ano en Nuevo
México se van a beneficiar de un
programa piloto que entro en vigor
el 1 de mayo que renuncia a todos
los pagos de cuidado infantil du-
rante mas de un ano.

Las familias que ganan hasta el
400% del nivel federal de pobreza
son ahora elegibles para el pro-
grama estatal de asistencia para
el cuidado de ninos. Dado que la
renta media de los hogares es de
poco mas de 51.000 dolares, la
ampliacion del programa “ayudara
a MUCHAS familias”, dijo el peri-
odista del Washington Post Casey
Parks.

El estado tambien esta elimi-
nando los copagos para el cuida-
do de los ninos para las familias
de clase media que se benefician

de los subsidios, haciendo que el
cuidado de los nifos sea gratuito
para 30.000 hogares en todo el es-
tado, la franja mas amplia de una
poblacion estatal que se benefi-
cia de un programa de cuidado de
ninos gratuito, segun los funciona-
rios.

"Necesitamos ddlares
federales para que esto

ocurra en todo el pais".

Dorian Warren,
Community Change

“Esto hace que Nuevo Meéxico
sea el primer estado en ofrecer
cuidado sin costo a una gama tan
amplia de ingresos’, dijo el Centro
de Derecho y Pobreza de Nuevo
Meéxico, que demando al estado
en 2018 alegando que los funcio-
narios negaron arbitrariamente a
las familias el acceso a la asisten-
cia de cuidado infantil. “iEsto es
genial para las familias y los traba-
jadores!"

Vea Nifios, pagina 21


https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/public-health-now/news/childcare-crisis-threat-our-nation
https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/public-health-now/news/childcare-crisis-threat-our-nation
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/04/28/new-mexico-free-child-care/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/04/28/new-mexico-free-child-care/
https://twitter.com/caseyparks/status/1519789581314314240
https://twitter.com/communitychange/status/1520052585327173639
https://childcaredeserts.org/2018/?state=NM
https://twitter.com/dorianwarren/status/1520121307890868224
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2022/04/27/seeing-inflation-opportunity-corporations-are-profiting-price-hikes-analysis
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Deming High School students won the Judges’ Choice Award for Best Short Film for
the 10-minute documentary “Estela En EL Mar,” at the inaugural New México student
film festival.

NEW MEXICO

The New México Public Ed-
ucation Department con-
gratulates students from
Deming High School who took
home the top prize and hundreds
of other students statewide who
participated in New Mexico's inau-
gural student film festival.

Deming High School students
won the Judges' Choice Award for
Best Short Film for the 10-minute
documentary “Estela En ElL Mar’
which they wrote, directed, filmed
and edited for the Film Prize Ju-
nior New México student film fes-
tival. Another Deming High film,

“Deuce,” won the Audience Choice
Award in the same category.

“The judges must have had an
incredibly hard time choosing be-
cause these films were all so cre-
ative and so remarkable in many
different ways,” Public Education
Secretary Kurt Steinhaus said.
“What a brilliant way to expose
New Mexico students to the col-
laborative, creative art of filmmak-
ing and invite them to begin con-
sidering careers in this growing
New México industry.”

The festival, held on April 23 and
24 in Espanola, featured 62 films
from 38 schools in 16 New México
counties. More than 500 students

Santa Fe Supports Las Vegas Area
Firefighting Efforts
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Twenty-five Santa Fe firefighters have been dispatched to support the efforts being
made to protect life and property in and around Las Vegas, New México.

NEW MEXICO

T he City of Santa Fe, the
Santa Fe Emergency Man-
agement team, and the
Santa Fe Fire Department continue
to support the efforts being made
to protect life and property in and
around Las Vegas.

“We continue to send support
to Las Vegasin the form of people
and equipment,” says Mayor Alan
Webber. "Here in Santa Fe, we're
making plans to provide food and
shelter to those who are evacuat-
ing. Every department in the City

is on alert, from our Seniors team
providing meals to our Communi-
ty Services team preparing plac-
es where our neighbors in need
can safely stay. We're all in this
together”

Twenty-five firefighters have
been dispatched along with three
engines, a ladder truck, an am-
bulance, a Brush Truck, and three
command staff units. Chief Moya
and his chiefs are retaining suffi-
cient safety vehicles in Santa Fe,
coordinating staff schedules locally,

See Santa Fe on page 22

participated over the past school
year.

“They poured their creativity
and hearts into these films, and to
me, they're all winners,” said Rosey
Hayett, director of Film Prize Junior
New México.

The winning Deming High
School productions were fund-
ed through the school district's
Career and Technical Education
grants, Carl D. Perkins federal pro-
gram and NextGen state program,
administered by the New México
Public Education Department's
College and Career Readiness Bu-
reau.

‘Any school district or charter
school with an interest in media or
film programs can use CTE fund-
ing to support these efforts. Now is
a good time to start planning stu-
dent productions to enter into the
second annual Film Prize Jr New
Meéxico next April 2023," said PED's
Susan Chaudoir, who collaborated
with Film Prize Jr New México and
its partners to make the festival a
success. “The exposure students
receive in such a venue can open
the college and career pathways
CTE students need”

The films have been available
online at the Film Prize Junior

State News / Noticias del Estado
Deming High School Wins Top Honors in Student Film Contest

New Mexico website prior to the
weekend festival to allow for au-
dience-favorite voting. They also
were shown April 23 at Mitchell
Theatres Dreamcatcher 10 in Es-
panola. Awards, including more
than $5,000 in scholarships and
media grants, were presented
Sunday at Moving Arts Espanola. In
the high school category:

+ Audience Choice Award for
Best Short Film: "Deuce” from
Deming High School

+ Judges' Choice Award for Best
Short Film: “Estela En EL Mar” from
Deming High School

+ Best Comedy: "What's the
Name of the Game?” from New
Mexico School for the Arts

+ Best Drama: ‘I Really Like You
Too" from MASTERs Program, San-
ta Fe Community College

+ Best Sci-Fi/Thriller: "House
Sitting” from Capital High School

+ Best Documentary/PSA: “Es-
tela En El Mar” from Deming High
School

In the middle school division:

+ Audience Choice Award for
Best Short Film: “Life in the Rez"
from Tse Bit'Ai Middle School

+ Judges' Choice Award for Best
Short Film: "EARTH" from homes-
chooled

+ Best Comedy: “Bobo Jones’
from Cottonwood Valley Charter
School

+ Best Drama: "Eggshell” from
YMCA Los Alamos Teen Center

+ Best Sci-Fi/Thriller: "Camp
Sunshine” from Roots and Wings
Community School

+ Best Stop Motion/Animation:
“EARTH" from homeschooled

+ Best Documentary/PSA: "Pin-
wel Tah” from Pictures Pueblo Ed-
ucation Department

A panel of industry profession-
als voted for the Judges' Choice
Awards in each division.

Film Prize Junior New México is
sponsored by the Santa Fe Film Of-
fice, Regional Development Corp.,
City of Santa Fe, Town of Taos, Dol-
lars for Schools and Robert T. Kee-
ler Foundation.

For More New México News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Hastings/Torres/Esp

Seguimos viendo eso en el cir-
co mediatico desplegado por una
delegacion de 10 republicanos en
la frontera entre México y Texas.
El lider de la minoria republicana
de la Camara Baja, Kevin McCar-
thy, acudio a la franja para darnos
su dosis diaria de demagogia y
de mentiras. Fueron a defender la
permanencia del Titulo 42, como
si una medida sanitaria pudiera
sustituir una reforma integral de
nuestras leyes migratorias que su
partido ha bloqueado sistematica-
mente durante décadas, porque
es un hecho que los republicanos
no quieren soluciones reales, sino
explotareltemayalosinmigrantes
para acumular puntos politi-
cos con la base que los sostiene.
De hecho, vuelve a sentirse en
todo el pais el resurgir de ese
sentimiento antiinmigrante que
nunca durmio del todo, sino que
se ha mantenido agazapado en
espera de otra oportunidad que,
ahora mismo, le brindan los que
mantienen latente el Trumpismo,
anomalia politica que aun tiene
secuestrado al Partido Republi-
cano ante un pais que empieza a
salir del prolongado letargo que
representd la pandemia y sus
consecuencias.

Y esa es otra similitud con la
extrema derecha francesa per-
sonificada por Le Pen: los inmi-
grantes son sus chivos expiato-
rios favoritos. Saben explotar el
descontento de sectores de tra-
bajadores ante la péerdida de em-
pleos entre los sectores industria-
les y manufactureros, tal como en

Estados Unidos. Ante ese cuadro
de inequidad, es facil buscar un
‘culpable’, y el inmigrante siem-
pre es la pieza favorita en su con-
venenciero y cinico juego de aje-
drez politico.

Le Pen es porrista de Trump,
del presidente ruso Vladimir Putin
y del primer ministro de Hungria,
Viktor Orban, tres personajes cuya
imagen ahora mismo, al menos en
Occidente, no es precisamente
el modelo a seguir. iY ella gano
casi 42% del voto francés! Esa es
otra senal de que la fragilidad de
la democracia, pero sobre todo
la perdida de valores en favor de
los mas elementales derechos
humanos —como es el migrar y
solicitar asilo— no es exclusiva de
Estados Unidos.

Lamentablemente esa desa-
gradable receta de nativismo y
racismo que el Partido Repub-
licano ha perfeccionado con el
uniforme puesto del Trumpis-
mo se pondra a prueba una vez
mas en los proximos comicios de
medio de tiempo en noviembre,
donde la inmigracion se perfila,
otra vez, como el tema favorito de
los republicanos para acusar a los
democratas de estar en favor de
“fronteras abiertas” y del “caos’”.

Maribel Hastings es Asesora
Ejecutiva de América’s
Voice. David Torres es
Asesor en Espariol de

América’s Voice.

Leer Mas Comentarios:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Child Care

prepare for a national day of action
next week called "A Day Without
Child Care,” in which advocates will
call for “a caring economy that val-
ues early education and care pro-
viders.”

On May 9, organizers are call-
ing on the public to join them in
demanding:

+ Transformational federal in-
vestments in early care and edu-
cation including living wages for
child care workers;

+ Spending down of federal
child care funding to improve ac-
cess and affordability for parents;
and

+ A local vehicle for sustained
investments in early care and ed-
ucation from city and county ARP
funds to expand the supply of
child care in underserved com-
munities.

Since negotiations over the
Build Back Better Act stalled in
the Senate, progressives have
ramped up their calls for policies
that would invest in families’ well-

being including universal child
care—paid for with a tax on the
wealthiest Americans’ assets.

Last month, Rep. Jamaal Bow-
man (D-NY. introduced the Ba-
bies Over Billionaires Act to tax the
unrealized capital gains of the top
0.01% of taxpayers with over $100
million in assets.

“Finally, maybe we could have
paid family leave," Bowman said
last week. “Finally, maybe we
could have universal child care.
Finally, maybe we could have uni-
versal pre-K, and all of the things
that we need to secure a healthy,
thriving democracy and society
for everyone.”

Julia Conley is a staff writer
for Common Dreams.
This article is republished
from Common Dreams
under a Creative Commons
license.

For More New México News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Senate Majority Leader

Chuck Schumer
This is a dark and disturbing day for
America. Last night [May 2], a report
came out that a conservative ma-
jority on the United States Supreme
Court is ready to overturn Roe v.
WWade and uproot decades of prec-
edent affirming a woman's right to
an abortion.

It is hard not to feel angry, trou-
bled and deeply disturbed about
what overturning Roe would do to
women across America. More than
twenty states have laws or consti-
tutional amendments in place that
would outlaw abortions should
the Supreme Court invalidate Roe.
Over eighty million women live
in those states. If the report is ac-
curate, the decision would be an
abomination, an abomination; one
of the worst ever in modern history.

Of course, Republicans have
sought this outcome for years, so
you'd think they'd be celebrating
such a decision. But they aren't.

No, this morning, Republi-
cans are shamefully scrambling—
scrambling—to try and distract
from the main issue.

Republicans are spending all
their focus on the leak because
they don't want to talk about Roe v
Wade, where they know they're on
the wrong side of history and on the
wrong side of American people.

Let me say it again: Republicans
are spending all their focus on the
leak because they don't want to
focus on Roe v Wade, where they
know they're on the wrong side of
history and on the wrong side of
the American people.

Try as they might, they can't dis-
tract from the truth: the blame for
this decision falls squarely on Sen-
ate Republicans, who spent years
pushing extremist judges and Jus-
tices while claiming this day would
never come.

But come it has, so in light of
this potential ruling | want to make
three things very clear:

First:it is our intention for the Sen-
ate to hold a vote on legislation to
codify the right to an abortion in law.

Second: a vote on this legisla-
tion is no longer an abstract exer-
cise; this is as urgent and as real
as it gets. We will vote to protect a
women's right to choose and ev-
ery American is going to see which

side every senator stands on.

Third, to the American people |
say this: the elections this Novem-
ber will have consequences, be-
cause the rights of a hundred mil-
lion women are now on the ballot.

To help fight this court's awful
decision, | urge every American to
make their voices heard this week
and this year.

Call your members! Write them!
Call your Senators! Write them!
Email them! Text them! And most of
all, cast your ballots this November.

Because if Roe v. Wade is over-
turned, we have to assume there's
more to come. The question is,
what will these Republicans -
these right-wing Republicans - tar-
get next?

Will they have the Supreme
Court overturn Griswold so they
can prevent American women from
contraception? They may say, we
wouldn't do that because of prec-
edent.

Why would anyone believe
them anymore?

Will they have the Supreme
Court overrun Obergefell so that
they can prevent same-sex mar-
riage? They may say, we wouldn't
do that because of precedent.

Why would anyone believe
them?

No, it's clear that they will try to
turn back the clock to a time when
women, people of color, LGBTQ
people are all considered second
class citizens.

| do not believe the hard right
will succeed. | still firmly believe
in my very bones that the story of
American democracy is the story of
progress.

Democrats are going to fight this
decision all the way, for as long as
it takes. We will not relent. We will
not give up. We know history is on
our side and we are determined to
preserve the precious rights that
are the bedrock of this great nation.

Marshall Martinez, Executive
Director, Equality New México
Politico broke the story that a Su-
preme Court decision had been
leaked before it was finalized. The
headline says it all. The Supreme
Court overturns Roe vs Wade. It is
important to note this is NOT a fi-
nal decision, and for now, abortion
is still legal in all 50 states (to some

extent, anyway.)

Many of us were preparing for
this for months, years even. But
If 'm being honest, even though
I've worked in the Abortion Rights
movement for years, | hadn't fully
processed this could be real. Now
here | sit, trying to understand it.

If this decision to fully overturn
Roe is adopted, 26 states are likely
to make abortion illegal. This is not
hyperbole, and it is not a drill. And
as with the realities of Pre-Roe
- the burden will fall hardest on
Black and Brown people who are
able to get pregnant. e have ev-
idence to prove this, after the Hyde
Amendment (prohibiting Medic-
aid funding for Abortion) went into
effect a Latina woman in Texas
was the first documented case of
“underground” abortions causing
death. Because Black and Brown
people are already facing the most
impact from multiple systems, they
will undoubtedly be the first to be
prosecuted in these states for even
having a miscarriage. That is just
one of the many realities we are
about to enter, and we have to be
clear about the stakes.

And let's be clear, the oppo-
nents of Abortion Access will not
stop with Roe. They don't' like us
as Queer and Trans people existing
with pride. At risk next are the an-
ti-sodomy laws that SCOTUS over-
turned then dismantling Marriage
Equality - all decisions the Court
made under the precedent set by
Roe. We have a lot to lose.

I am an organizer by training and
trade, and so normally this is where
| would present a plan of action. A
list of steps we must take, the
things we have to do to fight back
- and we will. But for today, | am
asking our supporters, our mem-
bers, and our friends to just allow
space for processing. Let us feel
the heaviness of this moment, and
let us take care of ourselves. This
election will be critical for bodi-
ly autonomy. And we will write
soon, to talk about what we have to
do. But for now, we are allowed to
yelland scream, cry and sleep, care
for ourselves through the immense
weight of this decision. Tomorrow
there will be work to do. Today,
the work is caring for ourselves so
we can fight tomorrow.

Read More Commentary:
ELSEMANARIO.US

rants, nightclubs.. so the likelihood
of transmission is higher,” contin-
ued Dr. Feigl-Ding, "and someone
may have immunocompromised
children at home or family mem-
bers who could actually have a se-
vere outcome (from infection).

Dr. Schaffner agreed that the
ending of the mask mandate might
increase the vulnerability of already
fragile people and suggested that
people consider their personal
circumstances when deciding to
leave the mask at home. “Are you
older? Do you have an underlying
illness, heart disease or lung dis-
ease? Are you immune-compro-
mised? Are you a person that's pro-

viding care for someone? Continue
to be very careful.”

The speakers emphasized that
vaccination is safe and that boost-
ers are essential to strengthen im-
munity against COVID-19 and its
long-term effects such as head-
aches, fatigue, sleep disturbance,
stomach aches, chest tightness,
and loss of appetite among others.

Jenny Manrique is a Reporter
with Ethnic Media Services.
Reproduced with permission by
Ethnic Media Services.

Read More COVID-19 News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Dolan-Sandrino

This took so long that teachers
began denying me permission to
even go.

This kind of treatment takes a
terrible toll. A national survey by
the Trevor Project found that 42
percent of youth who identified as
LGBTQI+ contemplated suicide in
2020 — a figure that rose to 52 per-
cent for trans kids in particular.

What made the difference for
me was getting age-appropriate,
gender-affirming care.

That's exactly what all the major
medical associations agree should
be the standard of care for trans
and non-binary children. Studies

are also clear that with the support
of families and schools and com-
munities, the rates of suicide and
suicidal ideations among LGBTQI+
children decrease dramatically.

Unfortunately, a_third of trans
young people — my peers — face
losing access to this care because
of these terrible new proposals.

As of this spring, at least 15 Re-
publican-led states had enacted
or were considering laws that ban
gender-affirming care for people
under 18. (In Alabama, North Car-
olina, and Oklahoma, lawmakers
are trying to restrict it even for 18-
20 year-olds.)

These bills openly endorse
harmful discrimination, including
banning trans kids from public re-
strooms and school sports, and
prohibiting them from listing their
gender identity on vital personal
records like driver's licenses and
birth certificates.

Disturbingly, at least 10 of these
states would deputize our neigh-
bors and the general public to
report doctors who give trans pa-
tients proper medical care, or chil-
dren who openly identify as trans
at school.

And most draconian of all,
some of these bills threaten med-

ical providers, parents, and care-
givers of trans children with felo-
nies.

A bill that passed the Idaho
House would sentence medical
providers who offered gender-af-
firming care to life in prison. It
would even prohibit parents from
taking their kids out of state to get
care.

Being trans is both joyful and
painful. The joy comes from finally
being seen for who we've always
known ourselves to be. The pain
comes from others misunder-
standing and denying our identi-
ties — especially when this igno-
rance becomes legislation trying
to erase us.

The infamous "Don't Say Gay”
law in Florida prohibits even
talking, in age-appropriate ways,
about different gender identities
and sexual orientations. A dozen
more states are working on emu-
lating this dangerous, homopho-
bic, and transphobic law.

All of these bills put LGBTQI+
families at risk. They put big red
bullseyes on the backs of children,
families, educators, and medical
professionals — and they encour-
age everyone else to fire.

To learn more about these dan-
gerous bills and how you can pro-
tect the lives of LGBTQI+ children,
join organizations like the National
Transgender Law Center, the Na-
tional Center for Lesbian Rights,
the Human Rights Campaign, and
the National Black Justice Coali-
tion to see what you can do.

Everyone deserves the rights
afforded to us as human beings.
Especially children.

Sage Dolan-Sandrino, 21,
is a changemaker, creator,
and director. This op-ed was
distributed by OtherWords.org.
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Vacuna

pero ha sido reemplazada por una
subvariante que es aun mas con-
tagiosa: la BA.2.12.1

“Necesitamos abogar por que
la FDA actualice las vacunas mas
rapido considerando que solo
estamos ajustando un poco la
proteina de espiga”, dijo el Dr. Eric
Feigl-Ding, cofundador y miem-
bro de la junta de la Red Mundi-
al de Salud, y jefe de grupo de
trabajo COVID en el Instituto de
Sistemas Complejos de Nueva In-
glaterra. "Deberiamos poder hac-
er una fase dos (de aprobacion) y
luego permitir que estas nuevas
fases adapten las vacunas con
bastante rapidez..".

Los expertos también opinaron
sobre la eliminacion de los manda-
tos de mascarilla en el transporte
publico, que ya se adaptaron vari-
os sistemas de transito de EE. UU,,
incluidas las aerolineas.

“No dejamos de usar cascos,
desabrocharnos los cinturones de
seguridad y conducir ebrios sim-
plemente porque las camas de los
hospitales no estan llenas. Creo
que los Centros para el Control y
la Prevencion de Enfermedades
(CDC eningles) se estan olvidando
de (las estrategias) de prevencion
tratando de impulsar el regreso a
la normalidad”, agrego el Dr. Fei-
gl-Ding, quien destaco el hecho
de que incluso para las personas
que reciben el refuerzo de las va-
cunas, la proteccion contra la hos-
pitalizacion y la muerte es del 9o-
95% pero la proteccion contra la
infeccion es solo del 45%.

‘Los adultos ahora estan sa-

liendo a reuniones, fiestas, bares,
restaurantes, clubes nocturnos,
incluso mas que antes cuando
eran precavidos... La probabilidad
de transmision es mayor y alguien
puede tener ninos inmunocom-
prometidos en el hogar o miem-
bros de la familia que en realidad
podrian tener un resultado grave
(de la infeccion)”.

ELDr. Schaffner esta de acuerdo
en que la medida podria aumentar
la vulnerabilidad de las personas
ya fragiles y sugirio que las perso-
nas tomen decisiones por si mis-
mas sobre el momento de dejar la
mascarilla en casa. ‘;Eres mayor?
JTiene una enfermedad subya-
cente, una enfermedad cardiaca o
una enfermedad pulmonar? ;Es-
tas inmunocomprometido? ;Eres
una persona que esta cuidando
a alguien? Continuen siendo muy
cuidadosos’”.

Los oradores enfatizaron que
la vacunacion es segura y que
los refuerzos son esenciales para
fortalecer la inmunidad contra la
COVID-19 y sus efectos a largo
plazo, como dolores de cabeza,
fatiga, trastornos del sueno, do-
lores de estomago, opresion en el
pecho y perdida de apetito, entre
otros.

Jenny Manrique es una
Reportera de Ethnic Media
Services. Reproducido con

permiso de Ethnic Media
Services.
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what situation is working in your
favor and what situation is causing
you grief.

But HOPE that things will get
better is that saving grace. The
eternal cycle of day-to-day reality
is also a constant factor and one
that we often take for granted. We
all understand that once the sun
retires to the west and we give
our body the rest it needs, a new
dawn will awaken another oppor-
tunity. Another chance for whatev-
er we hope for. Another encounter
with life in this short existence that
we move through from our birth
until our death. But we've always
been here. We always will be. Ev-
erything generates from the earth
and returns to it. Man is not at the
top of the food chain. He is a cog
in the natural processes of life that
moves every moment through
birth, growth, decay and death;
only to be recycled by feeding
those he had lived off so long. Your
environment plays the biggest role
on what is affecting you. Itis the un-
escapable reality.

The moon plays an enormous
role in your natural environment.
It rotates the tides, binds orbits

for the satellites and inspires our
minds and dreams. It is not of-
ten realized on our daily personal
perceptions and yet the people of
Anahuac are very susceptible to
its behaviors. Metzli is the moon
in Nahuatl. When we say Meéxico
it means the “Place in the Umbili-
cal Cord of the Moon". Most of us
think, Mexican as a national identity
but the Spanish priests were call-
ing us Mexicans in their letters long
before there was a country called
México.

One myth describes our ances-
tors following Mexi in their pilgrim-
ages and that's why they called
them Mexika, but really it was the
moon that they were following.
Gringo history books say the Az-
tecs worshipped the Sun? ;Otra
vez? Getting to understand Mex-
icanidad is going to take our own
people to describe the concepts
and sense of reality. We are in a
new frontier in this 21st century. We
have the ability to effect the reality
of the next generations of Ameri-
cans. We can continue to struggle
or we can step into our power.

North and South Americans
have millennials of historical cul-

ture that is yet to be reclaimed.
Chicanos began this mission of
self-determination and we con-
tinue to bridge relationships with
Indigenous nations that have con-
served their language and cere-
mony. If Ameérica is a melting pot,
then we should all melt into Native
Americans and stop calling our-
selves white. The root that goes
deepest will survive the strongest
storm. The true root of your lineage
is the one that helps you under-
stand yourself.

Yes, we have Spanish blood too
and we are related to both the col-
onizer and the colonized. We have
to face our racist biases if we ex-
pect whites to do it. iSi se puede!

Many thanks and | ask for
blessings to the Frésquez familia
for providing the space for these
discussions here at The Weekly
Issue/El Semanario. Please share
their mission and support their
work. More than ever today, we
need media that speaks from
the hearts of community mem-

bers and speaks truth to power.
Tlazokamati - Thank you - Gracias
- Yo Soy Chicano.

Daniel Stange is the Grant
Manager with Sisters of Color
United for Education in Denver,
Colorado. Read the eighth
edition of Cuentos De Mi Chante
Chicano here.
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Glasgow said that built-up cred-
ibility came from having strong
leaders who could not only legis-
late effectively but also represent
growing demographics. Pueblo
County is approximately 43% His-
panic or Latino, according to recent
census statistics, and that share is
growing. Garcia was the first His-
panic Senate President. Esgar was
the first openly LGBTQ representa-
tive from Pueblo.

“People are starting to realize
and see what we have there" Es-
gar said. “The more I've been able
to share my perspective of Pueblo,
whether it's with members or the
lobby corp, the more that they've
seen it through my lens, the more

they've seen how amazing Pueb-
lois”

That perspective matters for big
legislative wins, Esgar and Garcia
said, but also in victories like estab-
lishing a Pueblo chile license plate
and designating Fishers Peak State
Park.

Garcia reflected that so many
of the highlights from his tenure
were legislative accomplishments
specific to Southern Colorado —
things like bolstering the Colorado
State Fair, establishing a Pueblo
branch of the Colorado Bureau of
Investigations, investments in rail
and a prioritization of just transi-
tion following the closure of Co-
manche 3.

The Comanche 3 power plant in
Pueblo County, which provides ap-
proximately 70 jobs and millions of
dollars in tax revenue for the coun-
ty, will close earlier than expected
after a settlement was reached in
late April. After a lengthy negoti-
ation, that settlement includes a
just transition plan for workers and
mandates that Xcel Energy pay
taxes to the county government
until 2040.

A bill sponsored by Esgar fund-
ed the Office of Just Transition last
year.

“The reason | fought so hard to
move up the ranks to get into lead-
ership wasn't personal. It was more
about the decisions being made
at that table” Esgar said. “l| need-
ed to make sure there was a voice
from outside of Denver to make
sure those decisions made were
good for all of Colorado. It was al-
ways Pueblo’s voice, but it was also
Southern Colorado's voice.”

Adding ‘Pueblo flavor’ to the
Capitol

Now, people are preparing for a
potential political void.

“Obviously. we're losing two
in the same year, so that will be
tough. They're leaving big shoes
to fill" Pueblo Mayor Nick Gradisar
said, adding that he is not in favor
of term limits that create situations
like this.

“They were able to assume
leadership roles and represent
Southern Colorado and Pueblo
very, very well,” he said, likening
their ascent to leadership to Pueb-
lo politicians like former state rep-
resentatives Tom Farley and Doro-
thy Butcher.

Local leaders like Gradisar say
it was Esgar and Garcia's accessi-
bility, charisma and synergy, com-
bined with their leadership posi-
tions, that benefited Pueblo the
most. People speak about how
the two could perform the delicate
dance of representing the Steel
City while also taking into account
statewide issues. They wore their
Pueblo pride like a badge of honor.

“One thing they were great at
was no matter what was happen-
ing at the Capitol, they always add-
ed their Pueblo flavor into it and al-
ways did a good job of highlighting
the issues and needs down here”
said Brian McCain, the chief oper-
ating officer for Action 22 and for-
mer district director for Republican
Rep. Scott Tipton.

That Pueblo flavor is important,
he said. Pueblo and Southern Col-
orado experience the same issues
as the rest of the state as far as a
short housing supply. concerns
over the switch to clean energy
and aging infrastructure in need of

repair. But housing solutions in Lit-
tleton might not transfer to Pueblo
or the San Luis Valley. And where-
as Boulder residents may see the
rush to close down coal plants like
Comanche 3 as a way to reduce
fossil fuel dependence, Puebloans
consider how it will affect the jobs
in their backyard and funding for
capital improvement projects in
their community.

With Esgar and Garcia holding
prominent seats at the table, Pueb-
lo's political voice was powerful
and the area's distinct interests
were respected. Following their
exit and the entrance of political
newcomers to succeed them, it
could take time for those legisla-
tors to figure out how to navigate
the Capitol process.

“They won't have a lot of expe-
rience, but there's a willingness
they'll have to show to listen more,
to be available more,” said Dennis
Obduskey, the communications di-
rector for the Pueblo County Dem-
ocrats. “One of the things that's go-
ing to be huge for the candidates,
and eventually the elected officials,
is to make more visible time where
they talk to a variety of people.

New representatives will take
over

There is little worry from local
leaders that crucial Pueblo inter-
ests will be ignored in the coming
legislative sessions as the area is
represented by newcomers. They
say that Garcia and Esgar set a
solid foundation, and that the
Pueblo political bench is full of
the gritty hard workers typical of
the city. Esgar and Garcia say they
have talked to their colleagues at
the Capitol to welcome the new
voices.

‘| don't have a lot of anxiety. |
think the work Senator Garcia and
I have done the last few years has
solidified the absolute need to
look for politics that impact Colo-
rado as a whole. They will remem-
ber that, to not just brush Pueblo
aside and look to Pueblo legisla-
tors for their ideas and opinions,”
Esgar said.

The Pueblo County Democrats
chose Sen. Nick Hinrichsen to re-
place Garcia in February, and Hin-
richsen is running to retain his seat
in November. Tisha Mauro and Ja-
son Munoz are on the Democratic
primary for House District 46 and
Jonathan Ambler is running on the
Republican side.

“Pueblo turns out people that
are forged in steel. Whoever we
put up there, they're going to carry
the torch,” Glasgow said. Still, it will
take time for any new representa-
tives to grow into leadership if that
is what they want.

The transition could also be a
chance to redefine what Pueb-
lo representation needs to look
like in a state that has undergone
dramatic shifts over the past few
years.

‘| don't know if we see it as a
loss of leadership, but as an op-
portunity to sort of rethink what we
want that leadership to look like
and how we want that represen-
tation to really reflect what's going
on in Pueblo and how this region is
key to the success of Colorado as a
whole" Action 22 CEO Sara Black-
hurst said.

“I needed to make
sure there was a, voice
from outside of Denver

to make sure those
decisions made were
good for all of Colorado.”

Daneya Esgar, House
Majority Leader

One anxiety she and McCain
hold is a sustained voice for ru-
ral Colorado. Action 22 is involved
with the 22 counties of Southern
Colorado, which are mostly rural.
The two want someone loud, cou-
rageous and charismatic to repre-
sent the region in Denver.

“Rural Colorado are the under-
dogs. You have representatives
and senators that cover such large
areas and are only one voice. We
need someone in leadership to
look out for rural areas and com-
munities such as Pueblo because
we don't have as many voices at
the Capitol. That's where the anxi-
ety is,” McCain said.

While Garcia is settling into his
new job as a special assistant at
the Pentagon, Esgar said she is
not really going anywhere and
plans to stay connected to the
Legislature in some way, though
she hasn't figured out what that
will look like just yet.

‘I made a lot of promises in
2014 when | first decided to run for
office,” she said. “I stepped back
and realized | had kept every sin-
gle one of them. | feel good mov-
ing on. It's been an amazing eight
years and now it's time to help
Southern Colorado in a different
way.”

Sara Wilson is a Reporter with
Colorado Newsline. This article
is republished from Colorado
Newsline under a Creative
Commonts license.
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Los defensores acreditaron a
organizaciones como OLE, una
coalicion de padres y proveedores
de cuidado que también se unié a
la demanda de 2018, por presion-
ar durante anos para obtener me-
jores politicas para las familias en
el estado.

‘Seamos claros: esto no
sucedio por accidente”, dijo el gru-
po de base Community Change.
“Los padres, proveedores y de-
fensores nunca se echaron atras”.

El estado esta recurriendo a su
Fondo de Educacion y Atencion
a la Primera Infancia para llevar a
cabo el programa piloto. El fondo,
que la gobernadora Michelle Lu-
jan Grisham establecio en 2020, se
nutre de los impuestos de la pro-
duccion de petroleo y gas natural.

La gobernadora espera utilizar
el Fondo Permanente de Con-
cesion de Tierras del estado para
financiar el cuidado infantil univer-
sal sin coste después de que el
programa piloto termine en junio
de 2023.

“Podemos ser, y seremos, los
primeros del pais en alcanzar
este increible objetivo”, dijo Lujan
Grisham la semana pasada.

El estado también esta gastan-
do 10 millones de dolares del Plan
de Rescate Americano (ARP) para
aumentar su oferta de centros de
cuidado infantil. Segun un analisis
de 2018 del Center for American
Progress, el 53% de los residentes
de Nuevo México viven en “desi-
ertos de cuidado infantil.”

Nuevo Meéxico esta fortaleci-
endo su inversion en el cuidado
de los ninos mientras las famili-
as de todo Estados Unidos lidian
con la pérdida, a principios de este
ano, del Credito Tributario Infantil

Hastings & Torres

of values in favor of the most el-
emental human rights—the rights
to migrate and seek asylum—is
not exclusive to the United States.
Unfortunately, this disgusting rec-
ipe of nativism and racism that the
Republican Party has perfected,
wearing Trump's uniform, will be
put to the test yet again in the No-
vember midterm elections, where
immigration is positioned, once
again, as the Republicans' favorite
issue to use against Democrats,
accusing them of being in favor of
‘open borders” and “chaos.”

Maribel Hastings is a Senior
Advisor to América’s Voice.
David Torres is a Spanish-
language Advisor at América’s
Voice.

Read More Commentary:
ELSEMANARIO.US

ampliado, que envio pagos men-
suales por nino a 36 millones de
familias durante los ultimos seis
meses de 2021, pero fue elimina-
do después de que el senador Joe
Manchin (D-WVa.) se unio al Par-
tido Republicano para oponerse a
su continuacion.

También languidecen en el
Senado disposiciones de la ley
Build Back Better que incluyen
el preescolar gratuito universal
para todos los nifios de tres y cu-
atro anos y subsidios que garan-
tizarian que ninguna familia pague
mas del 7% de sus ingresos en el
cuidado de los nifios.

“Necesitamos dolares federa-
les para que esto ocurra en todo el
pais”, dijo Dorian Warren, copresi-
dente de Community Change, del
programa de Nuevo México.

Los hogares de todo el pais
también se enfrentan a precios
mas elevados de la gasolina, los
alimentos y otros productos basi-
cos, ya que las empresas obtienen
beneficios récord y recompensan
a sus accionistas en lugar de au-
mentar los salarios o reducir la
carga de los consumidores.

La expansion del cuidado in-
fantil sin costo es “un paso tan
importante para Nuevo México,
y llega en un momento en que
las familias estan en verdade-
ra necesidad de cualquier alivio

economico”, dijo Amber Wallin, di-
rectora gjecutiva de New Mexico
Voices for Children, al Post la se-
mana pasada.

El programa de Nuevo Méx-
ico comenzd mientras los prov-
eedores de cuidado infantil y los
padres se preparan para un dia
nacional de accion la proxima se-
mana llamado "Un dia sin cuidado
infantil”, en el que los defensores
pediran "una economia de cuida-
do que valore la educacion tem-
pranay los proveedores de cuida-
do".

El 9 de mayo, los organizadores
piden al publico que se una a ellos
para exigir:

+ Inversiones federales trans-
formadoras en la atencion y edu-
cacion tempranas, incluyendo sal-
arios dignos para los trabajadores
de la atencion infantil;

+ La reduccion de los fondos
federales para el cuidado de ninos
para mejorar el acceso y la ase-
quibilidad para los padres; y

+ Un vehiculo local para las in-
versiones sostenidas en el cuida-
do y la educacion tempranos de
los fondos ARP de la ciudad y el
condado para ampliar la oferta
de cuidado infantil en las comuni-
dades desatendidas.

Desde que las negociaciones
sobre la ley Build Back Better se
estancaron en el Senado, los pro-

gresistas han intensificado sus
llamamientos a favor de politicas
que inviertan en el bienestar de
las familias, incluida la atencion
infantil universal, pagada con un
impuesto sobre los activos de los
estadounidenses mas ricos.

El mes pasado, el congresista
Jamaal Bowman (democrata de
Nueva York) presentd la ley Ba-
bies Over Billionaires (Bebés por
encima de los multimillonarios)
para gravar las ganancias de cap-
ital no realizadas del 0,01% de los
contribuyentes con mas de 100
millones de dolares en activos.

“Por fin, tal vez podriamos tener
una licencia familiar pagada’, dijo
Bowman la semana pasada. “Por

fin, tal vez podriamos tener una
atencion infantil universal. Por fin,
tal vez podriamos tener un pre-
kinder universal, y todas las cosas
que necesitamos para asegurar
una democracia y una sociedad
sanay prospera para todos.”

Julia Conley es redactora de
Common Dreams. Esta historia
fue publicada originalmente por
Common Dreams.

Traducido por Juan Carlos
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El
Semanario.
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Milwaukee Mayor Cavalier Johnson speaks during the May Day Voces de la Frontera march on May 1, 2022. / El alcalde de Milwaukee,
Cavalier Johnson, habla durante la marcha Voces de la Frontera del 1 de mayo de 2022.

and executive orders to protect
all immigrants. .\We need to make
sure people know that immigrants
boost local economies, that they
work hard and pay their fair share,
that they do contribute to our eco-
nomic growth in all of our com-
munities. The economic benefits
and contributions that immigrants
bring benefit everyone in this city
and country.”

Israel Pena, who arrived in the
U.S. in 2008, is one of those work-
ers. Pefa addressed the crowd in
Spanish, which was then translat-
ed by others on stage. “I've worked
in the wineries in California,” said
Pena, "and the fields harvest-
ing nuts, almonds, cherries and
peaches. I've washed cars at a car
wash. I've worked in construction
and in restaurants, and I'm cur-
rently working at a manufacturing
business here in Wisconsin. In ev-
ery one of these jobs, I've put in my
best effort and dedication, with the
goal of being able to care for my
family and contribute to the econ-
omy of this great country.”

Pena has supported and been
involved in the movement for im-
migrant rights since 2016, and not
without risk. After the march in Oc-
tober, Pena said he was fired from
his job for attending. Voces de la
Frontera helped him get his job
back. “This is why I'm motivated to
continue supporting this organi-
zation and marches like this," said
Pena, "demanding that President
Biden use his executive power to
protect all immigrants and for our
legislators in Wisconsin to give us
drivers' licenses, something that
the Hispanic community sorely
needs.”

Especially following the elec-
tion of former President Donald

Trump in 2016, immigrant rights ac-
tivists began pushing back against
escalating anti-immigrant policies.
One such policy authorized the
Department of Homeland Securi-
ty (DHS) to deputize local law en-
forcement to help with deportation
and immigration operations. The
Biden administration faces new
immigration policy challenges, as
it has sought to unravel Trump-era
policies and those of former Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Title 42, which was activated in
March 2020 to turn away all asy-
lum seekers at the U.S. border cit-
ing the pandemic emergency and
the risk of spreading COVID-19, is
still in effect, even though Biden
promised to end the policy. In late
April, a federal judge temporarily
blocked Biden's repeal of Title 42.

\¥hat to do about Title 42 has
been a hot button issue, including
among Democratic candidates for
Senate. Outagamie County Execu-
tive Tom Nelson, one of the Dem-
ocratic primary candidates hoping
to run against Wisconsin Republi-
can Ron Johnson in the fall, stated
in a tweet in late April that, “Title 42
has fueled the border crisis” He
added that “in 2019, 7% of illegal
border crossings were repeated
crossings. Today, the rate is 27%.
Title 42 is a cruel, inhumane policy
that has compromised the safe-
ty of migrant families and under-
mined the security of our country.”

Other candidates including Lt.
Gov. Mandela Barnes, State Trea-
surer Sarah Godlewski, and Mil-
waukee Bucks executive Alex
Lasry have expressed support for
a plan to be offered by the Biden
Administration before lifting Title
42.n a statement to Politico Barnes
said, “We need to have a plan in

place to make sure we're keeping
asylum seekers and people in the
U.S. safe before we lift Title 42"
On April 24, Nelson blasted the re-
luctance to end the policy. "“Dems
need to straighten up and get a
backbone," said Nelson, "Embrac-
ing a racist Trump immigration pol-
icy is shameful — political coward-
ice of the first order.”

In a_statement on April 1, DHS
secretary Alejandro Mayorkas said
that immigration enforcement will
continue even if Title 42 is deacti-
vated. “Let me be clear” said May-
orkas, “those unable to establish a
legal basis to remain in the Unit-
ed States will be removed.” May-
orkas added, “We are increasing
our capacity to process new arriv-
als, evaluate asylum requests, and
quickly remove those who do not
qualify for protection. We will in-
crease personnel and resources
as needed and have already re-
deployed more than 600 law en-
forcement officers to the border.

Just days before the May
Day march, Nuemann-Ortiz de-
nounced the continuation of Title
42. "All people fleeing dangerous
conditions should be welcomed
with dignity and given a safe, hu-
mane and orderly process to seek
asylum,” she said. "We strongly
condemn Republicans who are ex-
ploiting the desperation of families
seeking protection by defending
the cruel and discriminatory Ti-
tle 42, stoking racism and hatred
against Black and brown immi-
grants.”

Nuemann-Ortiz also said, “We
condemn those Democrats who
are shamefully siding with Repub-
licans and caving into the politics
of hate and fear by defending Ti-
tle 42"

Karina Tweedell, a Ukrainian im-
migrant who arrived in 2007, con-
fronted what she called a double
standard in U.S. immigration policy
while speaking at the May Day ral-
ly on Sunday. “Today especially, I'm
acutely aware of my privilege to be
in safety, to have my needs met, to
speak freely, and to be heard,” said
Tweedell, whose family relocated
to Milwaukee to escape Russian
aggression in 2014. "As we speak,
millions of people in my home
country are not afforded this op-
portunity due to unprovoked vio-
lence inflicted by Russia. Yet also
millions of people here in the US.
don't have access to health care,
education, and equal pay.”

When she arrived the US. in
2007, Tweedell recalls her father
telling her to assimilate. “I thought if
I sound, look, and act like the Amer-
icans surrounding me in small-town
Indiana, that would help me suc-
ceed in life. Frankly, it did, and that's
the problem,” she said. She added,
“We are all worthy of being treated
with dignity regardless of where we
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came from or who we are. Instead
of adjusting to a system that's bro-
ken, we need to adjust the system”

Tweedell called for Title 42 to be
repealed, and for people to extend
their sympathies to all refugees,
not just Ukrainians. "One shouldn't
have a certain passport to have
access to basic human rights, a
certain look for their life to mat-
ter" she said. “It's easy to dismiss
another human’'s pain when you
think they aren't like you — those
people in other countries, those
children not in our neighborhoods,
those workers speaking a different
language. I'm here to say it loudly,
people seeking asylum, regardless
of where they came from, deserve
our protection.”

Isiah Holmes is a Reporter with
Wisconsin Examiner. This article
is republished from Wisconsin
Examiner under a Creative
Commons license.

Read More Cover Features at:
ELSEMANARIO.US

and deploying a new cadet class to
ensure all needs within Santa Fe are
met.

“We are assisting in fire safety
operations in the City of Las Ve-
gas because the local department
needs to rest, recover, and take
care of their own families. We are
just lending a helpful hand wher-
ever needed,” said Santa Fe Fire
Department Chief, Brian Moya.

Santa Fe Senior Services is de-
livering 700 frozen meals to the
City of Las Vegas Senior Program
tomorrow. Senior Services serves
900-1000 meals per day in Santa
Fe — today they produced 1,700
meals.

Santa Fe Emergency Manage-
ment Director Brian Williams re-
ports that his team is responding
to resource requests and coordi-
nating with the State and County
Emergency Operations Centers,
the Red Cross, and other partners
to address emergency sheltering
of evacuees, assessment of longer
term housing options for displaced
families and individuals, and ad-
dressing offers of support from lo-
cal businesses and individuals.

Donations are accepted at fire
station 5. “There's been a huge
outpouring of support,” Chief Moya
said, including a donation by Rob-
ert Redford of hay, grain, and a
truckload of household needs.
The station is located at 1130 Siler
Road and donations are accepted
weekdays between 8 am. and 5
p.m. Most welcome are donations

of nonperishables — sports drinks,
hot cereal, children’s clothing and
toys, diapers, personal hygiene
items, and paper products — as
well as animal feed, miscellaneous
items for animals like troughs, hay,
bowls, and crates.

The All Together New Mexico
Fund accepts monetary donations
at alltogethernm.org. Grants from
the fund will go toward emergen-
cy shelter, food and water distribu-
tion, and access to medical sup-
port. The fund was established by
the Governor's office in conjunction
with the New Mexico Coalition of
Community Foundations, which
includes the Santa Fe Community
Foundation.

The State Employees Credit
Union is accepting donations into
their "Northern NM Fires” fund. All
goods and funds collected will be
provided to the Santa Fe Fire De-
partment and Food Depot and dis-
tributed directly to those affected.
Donate money and these types of
goods at branch locations: Non-
perishable food, bottled water,
new and unused blankets, cloth-
ing. and hygiene products.

The Food Depot Disaster Relief
Fund: Donate money, food, water
and hygiene items to provide re-
lief to wildfire impacted communi-
ties and emergency responders in
Northern New Mexico. Donate to
the Food Depot here.

For More New México News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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EL Primero de Mayo, los activistas por los derechos de los inmigrantes en Milwaukee abordaron la necesidad de acabar con el Titulo
42, abogar por los permisos de conducir y por una matricula equitativa. /On May Day, immigrant rights activists in Milwaukee addressed the
need to end Title 42, advocate for drivers' licenses and equitable tuition.

En cada uno de estos trabajos, he
puesto mi mejor esfuerzo y ded-
icacion, con el objetivo de poder
cuidar a mi familia y contribuir a la
economia de este gran pais.”

Pefa ha apoyado y se ha invo-
lucrado en el movimiento por los
derechos de los inmigrantes des-
de 2016, y no sin riesgo. Después
de la marcha de octubre, Pena dijo
que fue despedido de su trabajo
por asistir. Voces de la Frontera le
ayudo a recuperar su trabajo. "Por
eso me motiva seguir apoyando
a esta organizacion y a marchas
como esta’, dijo Pefa, “exigiendo
que el presidente Biden use su
poder ejecutivo para proteger a
todos los inmigrantes y para que
nuestros legisladores en Wiscon-
sin nos den licencias de conducir,
algo que la comunidad hispana
necesita urgentemente.”

Especialmente tras la eleccion
del expresidente Donald Trump
en 2016, los activistas por los dere-
chos de los inmigrantes comenza-
ron a presionar contra la escalada
de politicas antiinmigrantes. Una
de esas politicas autorizd al De-
partamento de Seguridad Nacio-
nal (DHS) a delegar en las fuerzas
del orden locales para que ayud-
en en las operaciones de deport-
acion e inmigracion. EL gobierno
de Biden se enfrenta a nuevos
desafios en materia de politica de
inmigracion, ya que ha tratado de
deshacer las politicas de la era
de Trump y las del ex presidente
Barack Obama.

El Titulo 42, que se activo en
marzo de 2020 para rechazar a to-
dos los solicitantes de asilo en la
frontera estadounidense alegan-
do la emergencia de la pandemia
y el riesgo de propagacion del
COVID-19, sigue en vigor, a pesar

de que Biden prometio poner fin
a la politica. A finales de abril, un
juez federal bloqued temporal-
mente la derogacion del Titulo 42
por parte de Biden.

Lo que se haga con el Titulo 42
ha sido un tema candente, incluso
entre los candidatos democratas
al Senado. El ejecutivo del con-
dado de Outagamie, Tom Nel-
son, uno de los candidatos a las
primarias democratas que espe-
ra enfrentarse al republicano de
Wisconsin Ron Johnson en otofio,
declard en un tuit a finales de abril
que “el Titulo 42 ha alimentado la
crisis fronteriza." Anadid que “en
2019, el 7% de los cruces fronter-
izos ilegales eran cruces repeti-
dos. Hoy. la tasa es del 27%. El
Titulo 42 es una politica cruel e
inhumana que ha comprometido
la seguridad de las familias mi-
grantes y ha socavado la seguri-
dad de nuestro pais.”

Otros candidatos, como la vice-
gobernadora Mandela Barnes, la
tesorera estatal Sarah Godlewski
y el ejecutivo de los Milwaukee
Bucks Alex Lasry, han expresa-
do su apoyo a un plan que ofre-
cera la Administracion Biden an-
tes de levantar el Titulo 42. En una
declaracion a Politico Barnes dijo:
“Necesitamos tener un plan para
asegurarnos de que mantene-
mos a los solicitantes de asilo y a
la gente en los EE.UU. a salvo an-
tes de levantar el Titulo 42" El 24
de abril, Nelson arremetic con-
tra la reticencia a poner fin a esta
politica. “Los democratas tienen
que enderezarse y conseguir una
columna vertebral”, dijo Nelson.
‘Abrazar una politica de inmi-
gracion racista de Trump es ver-
gonzoso: una cobardia politica de
primer orden’.

En una declaracion del 1 de
abril, el secretario del DHS, Ale-
jandro Mayorkas, dijo que la apli-
cacion de la ley de inmigracion
continuara aunque se desactive el
Titulo 42. "Permitanme ser claro’,
dijo Mayorkas, “aquellos que no
puedan establecer una base legal
para permanecer en Estados Uni-
dos seran expulsados’. Mayorkas
anadio: «Estamos aumentando
nuestra capacidad para procesar
a los recien llegados, evaluar las
solicitudes de asilo y expulsar rap-
idamente a los que no reunen los
requisitos para recibir proteccion.
Aumentaremos el personal y los
recursos segun sea necesarioy ya
hemos redistribuido mas de 600
agentes de la ley a la frontera.”

Pocos dias antes de la mar-
cha del Primero de Mayo, Nue-
mann-Ortiz denuncio el manten-
imiento del Titulo 42. “Todas las
personas que huyen de condi-
ciones peligrosas deben ser acog-
idas con dignidad y recibir un pro-
ceso seguro, humano y ordenado
para solicitar asilo”, dijo. “Conden-
amos enérgicamente a los repub-
licanos que se aprovechan de la
desesperacion de las familias que
buscan proteccion defendiendo
el cruel y discriminatorio Titulo
42, avivando el racismo y el odio
contra los inmigrantes negros y
morenos”.

Nuemann-Ortiz también dijo:
‘Condenamos a los democratas
que se estan poniendo vergon-
zosamente del lado de los repub-
licanos y cediendo a la politica
del odio y el miedo al defender el
Titulo 42"

Karina Tweedell, una inmigran-
te ucraniana que llegd en 2007, se
enfrentd a lo que llamod un doble
estandar en la politica de inmi-

gracion de Estados Unidos mien-
tras hablaba en la manifestacion
del Primero de Mayo el domin-
go. "Hoy especialmente, soy muy
consciente de mi privilegio de es-
tar a salvo, de tener mis necesi-
dades cubiertas, de hablar libre-
mente y de ser escuchada’, dijo
Tweedell, cuya familia se traslado
a Milwaukee para escapar de la
agresion rusa en 2014. “Mientras
hablamos, millones de personas
en mi pais de origen no tienen
esta oportunidad debido a la vio-
lencia no provocada infligida por
Rusia. Sin embargo, tambiéen mil-
lones de personas aqui en Esta-
dos Unidos no tienen acceso a la
atencion sanitaria, a la educacion
y a la igualdad salarial.”

Cuando llego a Estados Uni-
dos en 2007, Tweedell recuer-
da que su padre le dijo que se
asimilara. "Pense que si sonaba,
parecia y actuaba como los es-
tadounidenses que me rodea-
ban en el pequeno pueblo de
Indiana, eso me ayudaria a tener
exito en la vida. Francamente, asi
fue, y ese es el problema’”, dijo. Y
anadio: “Todos somos dignos de
ser tratados con dignidad, inde-
pendientemente de donde ven-
gamos o de quiénes seamos. En
lugar de ajustarnos a un sistema

que esta roto, tenemos que ajus-
tar el sistema”.

Tweedell pidid que se derogue
el Titulo 42 y que la gente extien-
da sus simpatias a todos los refu-
giados, no solo a los ucranianos.
“Uno no deberia tener un determi-
nado pasaporte para tener acce-
so a los derechos humanos basi-
cos, un determinado aspecto para
que su vida importe”, dijo. “Es fa-
cil despreciar el dolor de otro ser
humano cuando piensas que no
es como tu: esa gente de otros
paises, esos ninos que no estan
en nuestros barrios, esos traba-
jadores que hablan una lengua
diferente. Estoy aqui para decirlo
en voz alta: las personas que bus-
can asilo, independientemente de
su procedencia, merecen nuestra
proteccion”.

Isiah Holmes es reportero
de Wisconsin Examiner.
Esta historia fue publicada
originalmente por Wisconsin
Examiner

Traducido por Juan Carlos
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El
Semanario.

Lea Mas Noticias de Portada en:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Rights

Herod was one of many speak-
ers who also addressed the racial
and economic disparities experts
warn can arise from abortion bans,
as wealthier, often whiter, people
are able to afford to travel for care
but low-income people might re-
sort to abortion attempts outside
of a medical setting or be forced
to carry an unwanted pregnancy
to term.

“These bans and these attacks
on reproductive freedom — let
me be clear — they will not stop
abortion from happening, but they
will decrease the number of safe
abortions that happen. They will
push people into the shadows and
they will harm people who look
like me, who look like you dispro-
portionately than those judges
who decided to vote to ban abor-
tion,” she said. “I'm pretty sick of
white men without medical de-
grees telling me what to do with
my reproductive organs.”

Isabel Cruz of the Colorado
Doula Project said many of the
people her organization works
with are poor people of color who
travel to Colorado for care. She
said that even though abortion is
protectedinthe state, thereisn'tal-
ways enough funding to help peo-
ple seeking abortions. No matter
what the final Supreme Court de-

cision is, she said, abortion funds
and practical care groups will still
do the work they have been doing
and will still need money.

“We will still be here for every
single person seeking an abortion
or any kind of support regarding
the choices they want to make
regarding having a family, not
having a family, whatever the hell
they want to do. We're going to be
here,” she said.

Gonzales Garcia thanked the
white women who appeared at
the Tuesday rally but called on
them to continue showing up in
allyship for the people of color
whom an abortion ban could dis-
proportionately affect.

“The reality is, we still have to
fight with you all when you don't
understand the racial issue com-
plicating this fight,” she said. “You
have to go talk to other white
women that aren't here right now.”

Sara Wilson is a Reporter with
Colorado Newsline.

This article is republished
from Colorado Newsline under a
Creative Commons license.
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Pueblo/Esp

de la mayoria de la Camara en
noviembre de 2020.

Esa dinamica cred una situacion
unica con dos legisladores de
Pueblo guiando las prioridades de
conservacion y politica para la ses-
ion de 2021y un poco menos de la
mitad de la sesion de 2022.

‘La sinergia que teniamos los
dos, porque estabamos alinea-
dos por las razones correctas en
las prioridades para el sur de Col-
orado, se echara de menos’, dijo
Garcia.

“Muchas veces, la gente dice
‘Las prioridades de la Legislatura
son X, Yy Z' Pero cuando se mira
el historial de lo que el Lider de la
Mayoria Esgar y yo trabajamos en
colaboracion para lograr .. Esas
eran cosas especificas de nues-
tros distritos. A veces recibimos
muchas criticas, como ¢Qué estais
intentando hacer? Facilita la entra-
da™ dijo.

La oficina de Garcia no pudo
encontrar otro caso en el que la
presidencia del Senado y la jefatu-
ra de la mayoria de la Camara de
Representantes fueran ocupadas
simultaneamente por habitantes
de Pueblo.

Para una region a veces mal
caracterizada por los politicos de
Denvery que tiene intereses distin-
tos a los de sus vecinos del norte,
esa representacion -y la resistencia
a la flexibilizacion- ha sido funda-
mental. Pueblo, la novena ciudad
mas grande del estado, tiene unas
tasas de desempleo, delincuencia
y pobreza superiores a la media,
pero también cuenta con inver-
siones en auge en energias renov-
ables como la solar, un centro de la
ciudad vibrante y bien mantenido,
y una profunda herencia en la in-
dustria y la agricultura.

“Tener a Daneya y a Leroy en
el liderazgo ha sido de gran ayuda
para la imagen de Pueblo en Colo-
rado’, dijo Hilary Glasgow;, residen-
te de Pueblo y directora gjecutiva
de Colorado WINS, un sindicato
de empleados estatales. "Hay mu-
chas burlas a Pueblo que han ocur-
rido en el pasado, pero siento que
hemos elevado nuestro perfil y la
gente nos respeta mas que en el
pasado”.

Glasgow dijo que esa credibili-
dad acumulada se debe a que ten-
emos lideres fuertes que no soélo
pueden legislar con eficacia, sino
también representar a la creciente
demografia. El condado de Pueblo
tiene aproximadamente un 43% de
hispanos o latinos, segun estadisti-
cas recientes del censo, y esa pro-
porcion esta creciendo. Garcia fue
el primer presidente hispano del
Senado. Esgar fue el primer repre-
sentante abiertamente LGBTQ de
Pueblo.

‘La gente estd empezando a
darse cuenta y a ver lo que tene-
mos alli”, dijo Esgar. "Cuanto mas
he podido compartir mi perspecti-
va de Pueblo, ya sea con los miem-
bros o con el cuerpo de presion,
cuanto mas lo han visto a través de
mi lente, mas han visto lo increible
que es Pueblo”

Esa perspectiva es importante
para las grandes victorias legisla-
tivas, dijeron Esgar y Garcia, pero
también en victorias como el es-
tablecimiento de una matricula de
chile de Pueblo y la designacion
del Parque Estatal de Fishers Peak.

Garcia reflexiond que muchos
de los aspectos mas destacados
de su mandato fueron logros leg-
islativos especificos para el sur de
Colorado - cosas como el refuer-
zo de la Feria Estatal de Colorado,
el establecimiento de unarama de
Pueblo de la Oficina de Investiga-
ciones de Colorado, las inversiones
en el ferrocarril y una prioridad de
la transicion justa tras el cierre de
Comanche 3.

La central eléctrica de Coman-
che 3 en el condado de Pueblo,
que proporciona  aproximada-
mente 70 puestos de trabajo vy
millones de dolares en ingresos
fiscales para el condado, cerrara
antes de lo previsto tras alcanzar
un acuerdo a finales de abril. Tras
una larga negociacion, dicho acu-
erdo incluye un plan de transicion
justo para los trabajadores y obliga
a Xcel Energy a pagar impuestos al
gobierno del condado hasta 2040.

Un proyecto de ley patrocinado
por Esgar financio el ano pasado la
Oficina de Transicion Justa.

“La razon por la que luche tan-
to para ascender en el escalafon
hasta llegar al liderazgo no fue
personal. Se trataba mas bien de
las decisiones que se tomaban en
esa mesa’, dijo Esgar. “Necesitaba
asegurarme de que habia una voz
de fuera de Denver para garantizar
que las decisiones que se tomaban
eran buenas para todo Colorado.
Siempre fue la voz de Pueblo, pero
también la del sur de Colorado”.

Anadir el “sabor de Pueblo” al
Capitolio
Ahora, la gente se esta preparando
para un posible vacio politico.
“Obviamente, perdemos a dos
en el mismo ano, asi que sera duro.
Nos dejan grandes zapatos que
llenar”, dijo el alcalde de Pueblo,
Nick Gradisar, y anadio que no esta
a favor de los limites de mandato
que crean situaciones como ésta.
“Fueron capaces de asumir
roles de liderazgo y representar al
sur de Colorado y a Pueblo muy,
muy bien”, dijo, comparando su as-
censo al liderazgo con el de politi-
cos de Pueblo como los ex repre-

“Necesitaba asegurarme
de que habia una, voz
de fuera de Denver
para garantizar que

las decisiones que se
tomaban eran buenas
para todo Colorado.

Daneya, Esgar, Lider de la
Mayoria de la, Camara, de
Representantes

sentantes estatales Tom Farley y
Dorothy Butcher.

Lideres locales como Gradis-
ar dicen que fue la accesibilidad,
el carisma y la sinergia de Esgar y
Garcia, combinados con sus posi-
ciones de liderazgo, lo que mas
beneficio a Pueblo. La gente habla
de como los dos podian realizar la
delicada danza de representar a la
Ciudad del Acero y, al mismo tiem-
po, tener en cuenta los problemas
de todo el estado. Llevaban su or-
gullo de Pueblo como una insignia
de honor.

“Una de las cosas que hacian
muy bien era que, independien-
temente de lo que ocurriera en
el Capitolio, siempre ahadian su
sabor a Pueblo y siempre hacian
un buen trabajo destacando los
problemas y las necesidades de
aqui”, dijo Brian McCain, director
de operaciones de Action 22y an-
tiguo director de distrito del repre-
sentante republicano Scott Tipton.

Ese sabor de Pueblo es impor-
tante, dijo. Pueblo y el sur de Col-
orado experimentan los mismos
problemas que el resto del estado
en cuanto a la escasez de vivien-
das, la preocupacion por el cam-
bio a la energia limpia y el enve-
jecimiento de las infraestructuras
que necesitan reparacion. Pero las
soluciones de vivienda en Littleton
podrian no trasladarse a Pueblo
o al Valle de San Luis. Y mien-
tras que los residentes de Boul-
der pueden ver la prisa por cerrar
plantas de carbon como Coman-
che 3 como una forma de reducir
la dependencia de los combus-
tibles fosiles, los habitantes de
Pueblo consideran como afectara
a los puestos de trabajo en su pa-
tio trasero y a la financiacion de
proyectos de mejora de capital en
su comunidad.

Con Esgar y Garcia ocupando
puestos destacados en la mesa, la
voz politica de Pueblo era poder-
o0sa y se respetaban los distintos
intereses de la zona. Tras su sal-
ida y la entrada de nuevos politi-
cos para sucederles, estos legis-
ladores podrian tardar en saber
como navegar por el proceso del
Capitolio.

“No tendran mucha experiencia,
pero tendran que mostrar la volun-
tad de escuchar mas, de estar mas
disponibles”, dijo Dennis Obdus-
key, director de comunicaciones
de los democratas del condado de
Pueblo. “Una de las cosas que va
a ser enorme para los candidatos,
y eventualmente los funcionari-
0s electos, es hacer mas visible el
tiempo en el que hablan con una
variedad de personas’.

Los nuevos representantes
tomaran el relevo

A los lideres locales no les preocu-
pa que los intereses cruciales de
Pueblo sean ignorados en las prox-
imas sesiones legislativas, ya que la
zona esta representada por reciéen
llegados. Dicen que Garcia 'y Esgar
sientan una base solida, y que el
banco politico de Pueblo esta lleno
de los duros trabajadores tipicos
de la ciudad. Esgar y Garcia dicen
que han hablado con sus colegas
en el Capitolio para dar la bienveni-
da a las nuevas voces.

‘No tengo mucha ansiedad.
Creo que el trabajo que el senador
Garcia y yo hemos hecho en los
ultimos afnos ha solidificado la
necesidad absoluta de buscar
politicas que impacten en Colora-
do en su conjunto. Recordaran eso,
para no dejar de lado a Pueblo y
buscar las ideas y opiniones de los
legisladores de Pueblo”, dijo Esgar.

Los demodcratas del conda-
do de Pueblo eligieron al senador
Nick Hinrichsen para sustituir a
Garcia en febrero, y Hinrichsen se
presenta para conservar su es-
cano en noviembre. Tisha Mauro
y Jason Munoz estan en las prima-
rias demdcratas para el Distrito 46
de la Camara de Representantes y
Jonathan Ambler se presenta en el
lado republicano.

“Pueblo produce gente forjada
en acero. Quienquiera que pon-
gamos ahi, va a llevar la antorcha’,
dijo Glasgow. Aun asi, los nuevos
representantes necesitaran tiem-
po para convertirse en lideres, si
eso es lo que quieren.

La transicion también podria
ser una oportunidad para redefinir
como debe ser la representacion
de Pueblo en un estado que ha
sufrido cambios dramaticos en los
ultimos anos.

‘No sé si lo vemos como una
pérdida de liderazgo, sino como
una oportunidad para repensar
como queremos que sea ese lid-
erazgo y coOmo queremos que esa
representacion refleje realmente
lo que esta pasando en Pueblo y
coOmMo esta region es clave para el
éxito de Colorado en su conjunto”,
dijo la directora general de Action
22, Sara Blackhurst.

Una de las ansias que tienen
ella'y McCain es la de ser una voz
sostenida para el Colorado rural.
Action 22 se ocupa de los 22 con-
dados del sur de Colorado, que
son mayoritariamente rurales. Los
dos quieren que alguien fuerte,
valiente y carismatico represente
a la region en Denver.

“El Colorado rural es el des-
valido. Hay representantes vy
senadores que cubren areas
tan grandes y son una sola voz.
Necesitamos a alguien en el lid-
erazgo que mire por las zonas
rurales y las comunidades como
Pueblo porque no tenemos tantas
voces en el Capitolio. Ahies donde
esta la ansiedad”, dijo McCain.

Mientras que Garcia se esta
instalando en su nuevo traba-
jo como asistente especial en el
Pentagono, Esgar dijo que no se
va a ninguna parte y que planea
seguir conectada a la Legislatura
de alguna manera, aunque no ha
descubierto como sera eso to-
davia.

“Hice muchas promesas en
2014 cuando decidi presentarme
a las elecciones’, dijo. "Di un paso
atras y me di cuenta de que habia
cumplido todas y cada una de
ellas. Me siento bien siguiendo
adelante. Han sido ocho afos in-
creibles y ahora es elmomento de
ayudar al sur de Colorado de una
manera diferente.”

Sara Wilson es reportera de
Colorado Newsline. Este articulo
ha sido publicado por Colorado
Newsline bajo una licencia
Creative Commones.

Traducido por Juan Carlos
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El
Semanario.
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