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Maribel Hastings and David 
Torres 

De un tiempo a esta parte, 
particularmente durante 
los cuatro años de la pres-

idencia de Donald Trump, los re-
publicanos conducen un ataque 
orquestado, no solo contra los in-
documentados, sino contra los in-
migrantes con documentos y los 
solicitantes de asilo. Esto, en un 
país como Estados Unidos, que se 
precia de ser el faro de esperanza 
para necesitados y perseguidos.

Baste recordar que hacia 
noviembre de 2019, todavía en el 
gobierno de Trump, el más an-

tiinmigrante de la era moderna, 
quienes habían solicitado asilo re-
basaban los 24 mil en un momento 
en que se mantenía la imposición 
del programa “Quédate en Méxi-
co”; sin embargo, la triste realidad 
fue que solo 117 de los solicitantes 
recibieron el asilo, es decir ¡el 0.4%!, 
de acuerdo con información com-
partida en ese momento por la 
Universidad de Syracuse. Las co-
sas actualmente, claro, no han 
cambiado mucho, a pesar de la 
iniciativa del gobierno de Biden 
de acelerar los procesos de asi-
lo, pues aún hay al menos 1.5 mil-
lones de casos pendientes.

En ese sentido, el ataque a las 

leyes de asilo es real. Quizá usted, 
un familiar o un conocido es bene-
ficiario de asilo y tal vez piense que 
lo que pase de aquí en adelante no 
le importa, pues ya aseguró su es-
tancia en Estados Unidos. Pero de-
bería recordar que la vida es como 
una rueda: unas veces estamos 
arriba y otras abajo. Y quizá no sea 
usted el que requiera asilo, pero sí 
algún otro familiar, conocido, com-
patriota o cualquier ser humano de 
otras latitudes, porque la inestabil-
idad en muchas partes del mundo, 
incluyendo América Latina, sigue 
latente.

Lo puede comprobar en los 
miles de migrantes de Venezu-

ela, Cuba, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Guatemala, Haití y otras naciones 
que llevan meses varados en la 
frontera México-Estados Unidos 
intentando presentar sus solic-
itudes de asilo, pero impedidos 
de hacerlo debido al Título 42, 
esa medida sanitaria que per-
mite la expulsión de migrantes 
sin la posibilidad de solicitar asilo 
porque el gobierno de Trump, y 
luego el de Biden, decidieron que 
la pandemia del Covid-19 amerita 
la implementación de dicho pro-
grama.

A ello se suma el hecho de que 
por más políticas migratorias tend-
ientes a disuadir a los indocumen-

tados, las razones de origen que 
expulsan a miles de ellos de sus 

Maribel Hastings and David 
Torres

F or some time now, partic-
ularly during the four years 
of Donald Trump’s pres-

idency, Republicans have con-
ducted an orchestrated attack 
not only against undocumented 
immigrants, but against immi-
grants with documents and those 
seeking asylum. This, from the 
same United States that prides it-
self on being a beacon of hope 
for the needy and persecuted. 
One only has to remember that by 
November 2019, during the Trump 
administration still—the most an-
ti-immigrant administration of the 
modern era—more than 24,000 
people sought asylum at a time 
when the “Remain in Mexico” pro-
gram was still in place. However, 
the sad reality is that only 117 of 
those applicants received asy-
lum; that is, 0.4%, according to in-
formation shared recently by Syr-
acuse University. Things today, of 
course, have not changed much, 
despite the Biden administra-
tion’s efforts to accelerate asy-
lum processes, since there are at 
least 1.5 million cases pending. 
In that sense, the attack on asylum 
laws is real. Maybe you, a family 

member, or someone you know 
is an asylum beneficiary and per-
haps you think what happens now 
and going forward doesn’t matter 
to you, since you are already guar-
anteed your place in the United 
States. But you should remember 
that life is like a wheel: sometimes 
we go up and other times we go 
down. Or maybe it isn’t you who 
needed asylum, but some other 

relative, acquaintance, fellow com-
patriot, or any human being from 
another latitude, because instabil-
ity remains latent in many parts of 
the world, including Latin America. 

You can see it in the thousands of 
migrants from Venezuela, Cuba, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, 
Haiti and other nations who have 
been stranded for months at the 
U.S.-Mexico border, intending to 
make applications for asylum but 
impeded from doing so by Title 42, 
that health measure that permits 
the expulsion of migrants with-
out the possibility of requesting 
asylum because the Trump ad-
ministration, and then Biden, de-
cided that the COVID-19 pandem-
ic warranted its implementation. 
Add to that the fact that despite 
migration policies intended to de-
ter undocumented immigrants, 
the original reasons that sent thou-
sands of people from their respec-
tive nations—from poverty and a 
lack of employment to endemic vi-
olence that consumes entire pop-
ulations—intensify every day. 

It’s a vicious cycle that those 
who, from their Twitter or Face-
book accounts simplistically con-
demn the right that these thou-
sands of human beings have to 
exist and sustain their families, re-
fuse to analyze and understand. 
A vicious cycle in which the Unit-
ed States also bears responsibili-
ty, due to its continuous invasions 
in the Central American region 

last century, which few remem-
ber when it comes to justifying the 
safeguarding of the U.S. way of life. 
Finally, the Biden administration 
announced that it would stop im-
plementing Title 42 as of May 23, 
which generated favorable re-
actions but also negative ones, 
from those who argued that the 
United States cannot handle the 
increase in migrants that is an-
ticipated at the border when 
the Title 42 restriction is lifted. 
In Congress, Republican legislators 
and moderate Democrats have 
joined forces to ensure Title 42 is 
not eliminated. The Democrat-
ic senators from Arizona, Kyrsten 
Sinema and Mark Kelly, presented 
a bill that would delay the date to 
end Title 42 for 60 days. The mea-
sure is cosponsored by Senators 
James Lankford (R-Okla.), John 

Cornyn (R-Texas), Joe Manchin (D-
WV), Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), 
Jon Tester (D-MT), Rob Portman (R-
OH), Maggie Hassan (D-NH), Thom 
Tillis (R-NC), and John Thune (R-SD). 
On the other hand, recent polls 
seem to indicate that people in the 
U.S. want Title 42 to remain due to 
the perception, fueled by Republi-
cans, that eliminating it would pro-
duce an “invasion.” The other per-
ception is that a powerful country 
like the United States would be 
incapable of managing an influx of 
migrants at the border line. Those 
same people in the U.S.—56%—
support allowing Central Ameri-
can migrants to request asylum. 
Let’s just say that the Title 42 con-
troversy has come in handy for Re-
publicans planning to undermine 

Commentary/Commentario

In Defense of Asylum as the Last Hope

“
Those who have 

benefited from asylum 
and those who want 

this nation to continue 
being a beacon of hope 
must raise their voices, 
not go along with those 
who promote nativist, 

discriminatory, and racist 
agendas.

“
Quienes se han 

beneficiado del asilo 
y quienes defienden 
que esta nación siga 
siendo ese faro de 

esperanza, deben alzar 
su voz y no solapar a 
quienes promueven 
agendas nativistas, 
discriminatorias y 

racistas.

La Defensa del Asilo Como Última Esperanza
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Randy Evans

A aron Salter Jr., 55, was on 
duty at the security job 
that supplemented his re-

tirement income. Ruth Whitfield, 
86, was buying groceries. Celes-
tine Chaney, 65, stopped in for 
strawberries for the shortcake she 
and her sister were eager to enjoy.

But their plans went awry Sat-
urday afternoon. Salter’s work shift 
ended sooner than he expected. 
Whitfield didn’t make it through 
her grocery list. And thoughts of 
strawberry shortcake evaporated 
in a flash for Chaney.

The three were slaughtered 
along with seven other people at 
a Tops supermarket in Buffalo, N.Y. 
Just like the 20 students, all 6 and 7 
years old, and six employees who 
were massacred at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in Connecticut in 
2012. Just like the 60 people who 
were gunned down at a music fes-
tival in Las Vegas in 2017.

If only our government officials 
were as interested in these indi-
viduals as were the political lead-
ers who have obsessed over Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania swimmer 
Lia Thomas and her decision to 
compete for the Quakers or NFL 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick and 
his decision to kneel during the na-
tional anthem.

Of course, it is easier for pol-
iticians to talk about transgen-
der athletes and to look for ways 
to score cheap political points. It 
takes time, and it opens a politician 
up to potential criticism, to do the 
difficult work of finding ways to re-
duce gun violence.

It is more difficult to muster the 
political courage to explore pos-
sible changes in laws that now al-
low anyone to assemble enough 
weaponry, body armor and 
high-capacity ammo magazines to 
outfit an army platoon.

While politicians solemnly offer 
their thoughts and prayers, these 
officials prefer to talk about the 
sanctity of the Second Amend-
ment’s “right to bear arms” than 
explain how unfettered access to 
weapons of war squares with the 
“life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness” promise our founding fa-
thers laid out in the Declaration of 
Independence.

Too few of our leaders seem 
to be giving much thought to how 

we are supposed to guard against 
tragedies like the one on Saturday 
and the relentless carnage guns 
are causing across our nation.

With public outrage boiling and 
the optics of the Buffalo tragedy so 
shocking, even some supporters 
of guns and people’s right to bear 
arms were keeping their “thoughts 
and prayers” to themselves over 

the weekend — because, I am sure, 
they realize their statements ring 
hollow to many of us.

The paralysis associated with 
our nation’s response to gun vi-
olence is downright depressing. 
These senseless deaths are ruin-
ing families, leaving far too many 
people living in fear, and enraging 
so many.

People are enraged, because 
each time one of these tragedies 
occurs, too many of our leaders 
just appear to be marking time until 
journalists and the public turn their 
attention to another story.

People are angry, because too 
many leaders just shrug when they 
are asked why going to a grocery 
store has to be a life-and-death 

Rep. Pramila Jayapal

The Progressive Caucus 
joins with all those griev-
ing in the aftermath of last 

night’s (May 15) deadly shooting 
in Buffalo, N.Y. We are devastated 
for the families of the victims and 
those injured, and for every Black 
American who woke up this morn-
ing with another horrific reminder 
of the ever-present threat of white 
supremacy.

It is clear that this shooter was 
motivated by that racist and an-
tisemitic ideology, and targeted 
the Black community in Buffalo. 
We have seen these kinds of at-
tacks too many times in recent 
years, including the shooting in 

Charleston, as well as against 
other racial and religious minori-
ties, including in El Paso, Atlanta, 
and Pittsburgh. But Buffalo is also 
part of a long American history 
of white supremacist violence. It 

belongs to the same tradition as 
thousands of lynchings, as the 
bombings of Philadelphia and 
Tulsa, as decades of racist policy 
that have been used to deny Black 
Americans their full civil and hu-
man rights. 

We must address white su-
premacy as the crisis it is, or the 
death toll will only continue to 
climb. That means advancing Rep. 
Sheila Jackson Lee (TX-18)’s H.R. 
40 to establish a commission on 
reparations for slavery, and pass-
ing Rep. Barbara Lee (CA-13)’s 
Resolution to form the first U.S. 
Commission on Truth, Racial Heal-
ing, and Transformation. 

And, Congress must remove 
one of the deadliest options from 

white supremacy’s arsenal, and 
limit the guns available to those 
who would harm their neigh-
bors, particularly with weapons 
of war. The Senate must take up 

the common-sense gun violence 
prevention bill passed more than 
a year ago in the House of Repre-

sentatives, and if necessary, vote 
to reform the filibuster so it can 
become law. For too long, Sen-
ate Republicans have stood in the 
way of lifesaving legislation, and 
a Jim Crow-era procedure has let 
them. That must end.

The Congressional Progressive 
Caucus (CPC) is made up of 

nearly 100 members. It is chaired 
by Congresswoman Pramila 

Jayapal (WA-07), alongside CPC 
Deputy Chair, Congresswoman 
Katie Porter (CA-45), and CPC 
Whip, Congresswoman Ilhan 

Omar (MN-05).

Read More Commentary: 
ELSEMANARIO.US

Another Horrific Reminder of the Ever-Present Threat of White Supremacy

Commentary/Commentario

“
We must address white 
supremacy as the crisis 
it is, or the death toll will 
only continue to climb.

“
People are incensed 

because “pro-life” seems 
to have taken a backseat 

to pro-gun.

When Will Our ‘Pro-Life’ Leaders Do Something About Gun Deaths?
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Laura K. Chapin

I f there’s a thing happening 
in D.C., like say a vote on an 
abortion rights bill in the Sen-

ate, you can rest assured that the 
D.C. pundit bros will assume they 
are eminently qualified to speak on 
it and must share their opinion.

Politico was shocked — shocked 
I tell you — to discover a messag-
ing document shared with Dem-
ocratic women before the Wom-
en’s Health Protection Act vote on 
May 11. Among other revelations 
it recommended using “decision” 
instead of “choice” and dropping 
“safe, legal, and rare.” None of this 
is new, and frankly it would have 
been a staffing fail if someone 
hadn’t given them talking points.

And here’s a big one — use the 
word “abortion,” not euphemisms. 
It’s a perfectly good word, accu-
rate and to the point. And not using 
it is stigmatizing. People don’t have 
“reproductive freedoms” or “health 
care choices.” They have abortions.

Let me spell this out for you, as I 
did on Twitter: Most Beltway types, 
especially men, don’t know any-
thing about messaging on abor-
tion or how to win on it because 

the real battles are in the states. 
Those of us in the Colorado repro-
ductive and abortion rights advo-
cacy community do. Feel free to 
give us a call instead of retweeting 
each other. We’ve been winning on 
abortion rights for a long time now.

Our abortion and reproductive 
rights advocacy coalition has beat-
en four abortion bans on the bal-
lot since 2008, most recently a lat-
er-abortion ban, Proposition 115, in 
2020. Not only did we beat Prop 115, 
we outperformed President Joe 
Biden and Sen. John Hickenloop-

er statewide. There were about 
55,000 more no-on-115 votes than 
there were for Biden, and 125,000 
more no-on-115 votes than there 
were for Hickenlooper. There were 

seven Trump/no-on-115 counties, 
including Douglas County.

We’ve also beaten 44 attempts 
at the Colorado General Assembly 
since 2010 to ban or restrict abor-
tion, including three this year. And 
most notably, this year reproduc-
tive rights organization Cobalt and 
reproductive justice organization 
COLOR, or Colorado Organization 
for Latina Advocacy and Repro-
ductive Rights, partnered to pass 
the Reproductive Health Equity Act, 
a groundbreaking bill putting the 
fundamental right to abortion in 
Colorado.

Kade Crockford and Nathan 
Freed Wessler

A s the shockwaves from the 
bombshell publication of 
a leaked draft Supreme 

Court opinion overturning Roe v. 
Wade continue to reverberate, 
questions and fears about our dig-
ital privacy and what comes next 
abound. To be clear: Right now, 
abortion is still legal in this country. 
But according to the Guttmacher 
Institute, half the states are certain 
or likely to ban abortion if the court 
overturns Roe, and anti-abortion 
extremists are already pushing for 
a nationwide ban as soon as they 
get the chance. All of these roads 
lead to the same destination: the 
criminalization of people seeking 
reproductive health care, and of 
doctors and nurses who seek to 
provide it. If and when that does 
happen, our digital privacy will 
matter more than ever.

The lack of strong digital priva-
cy protections has profound im-
plications in the face of expand-
ed criminalization of reproductive 
health care. In light of these breath-
taking and authoritarian attacks on 
bodily autonomy, we must fight 

with new urgency to ensure that 
people maintain control over their 
personal information. If we fail, the 
repressive surveillance techniques 
and powers that police and pros-
ecutors have for decades used 
to wage the racist wars on drugs 
and terrorism will be marshaled to 
track, catalogue, and criminalize 

pregnant people and those seek-
ing basic information about repro-
ductive health issues, putting tens 
of millions of people at risk of po-
lice harassment and worse.

Laws that criminalize repro-
ductive health are already being 
used by police and prosecutors 
to surveil, penalize, and control 
people who are disproportionate-
ly Black and Brown. According to 
the National Advocates for Preg-

nant Women, the past 15 years 
have seen a shocking spike in ar-
rests and prosecutions for crimes 
related to stillbirths, miscarriages, 
and alleged drug and alcohol use 
during pregnancy. Of the 1,600 
people prosecuted for these of-
fenses since the Roe decision in 
1973, 1,200 were charged after 
2006, and those targeted were 
disproportionately Black and In-
digenous women. And in March, 
a Texas district attorney and sher-
iff conspired to indict and arrest a 
26-year-old woman and charge 
her with murder, after the woman 
self-managed her abortion. In 2017, 
an online search for the abortion 
medication misoprostol was used 
to charge one woman with sec-
ond-degree murder. In 2015, a se-
ries of text messages with a friend 
about getting an abortion helped 
convict another of feticide and 
child neglect.

Expanded criminalization of 
abortion will become an increas-
ingly attractive target for prosecu-
tors and police, which is why we 
must be prepared to digitally de-
fend ourselves against corporate 
and government surveillance. We 
also must redouble our efforts to 

push states to take real action to 
protect our digital privacy. Some 
states have passed significant law 
reform in this area already.

Over the past 20 years, digi-
tal technologies have rapidly ad-
vanced, changing the way we 
communicate, seek and share in-
formation, travel, work, play, doc-
ument and track our own health 
metrics, find love, and more. Bil-
lion-dollar industries have taken 
shape during this period, working 
behind the scenes to create, share, 
trade, and sell extremely sensitive 
data about hundreds of millions of 
people, buoyed by leaps in com-
puting power and the declining 
cost of data storage.

Police and prosecutors pig-
gyback on all of this corporate 
surveillance in what some have 
called a “public-private surveil-
lance partnership.” In many cas-
es, the government can obtain 
extremely detailed information 
from corporations about people’s 
finances, internet use, and com-
munications without ever going 
to a judge, and without a shred of 
evidence to show someone is in-
volved in criminal activity. When 
cops are armed with court orders, 
virtually none of the information 
collected and processed in what 
has been called the “surveillance 

Commentary / Commentario

Criminalization Threat Brings New Urgency in Fight for Digital Privacy

“
Privacy sits at the heart 
of democracy, and we 
must fight like hell to 
ensure its relevance in 

2022 and the decades to 
come.

“
There’s no big secret to 
effective messaging on 

abortion rights: use plain 
language — including 
the word abortion — 
tell stories, and build 

empathy.

Ph
ot

o:
 A

CL
U

Ph
ot

o:
 A

CL
U

Use The Word ‘Abortion,’ Not Euphemisms

See Crockford/Wessler on page 19

See Chapin on page 17
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By Liz Szabo 

E ven as top U.S. health offi-
cials say it’s time America 
learns to live with the coro-

navirus, a chorus of leading re-
searchers say faulty messaging on 
booster shots has left millions of 
older people at serious risk.

Approximately 1 in 3 Ameri-
cans 65 and older who completed 
their initial vaccination round still 
have not received a first booster 
shot, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
The numbers have dismayed re-
searchers, who note this age group 
continues to be at the highest risk 
for serious illness and death from 
covid-19.

People 65 and older account 
for about 75% of U.S. covid deaths. 
And some risk persists, even for se-
niors who have completed an initial 
two-dose series of the Moderna or 
Pfizer vaccine or gotten one dose 
of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 
Among older people who died of 
covid in January, 31% had complet-

ed a first vaccination round but had 
not been boosted, according to a 
KFF analysis of CDC data.

The failure to boost more of this 
group has resulted in the loss of 
tens of thousands of lives, said Dr. 
Eric Topol, founder and director of 
the Scripps Research Translation-
al Institute. “The booster program 
has been botched from day one,” 
Topol said. “This is one of the most 

important issues for the American 
pandemic, and it has been mis-
managed.”

“If the CDC would say, ‘This 
could save your life,’” he added, 
“that would help a lot.”

Although the initial one- or two-
dose vaccination course is effec-
tive at preventing hospitalization 
and death, immunity fades over 
time. Boosters, which renew that 
protection, are especially import-
ant for older people now that covid 
cases are rising again, more trans-
missible omicron subvariants are 
proliferating, and Americans are 
dropping their masks, Topol said.

Some older people, who were 
prioritized for initial vaccination in 
January 2021, are now more than 
a year from their last shot. Adding 
to the confusion: The CDC defines 
“fully vaccinated” as people who 
have completed an initial one- or 
two-dose course even though a 
first booster is considered crucial 
to extending covid immunity.

Numerous studies have con-
firmed that the first booster shot is 

a critical weapon against covid. A 
study of older veterans published 
in April found that those who re-
ceived a third dose of an mRNA 
vaccine were as much as 79% less 
likely to die from covid than those 
who received only two shots.

A central question for scien-
tists championing boosters is why 
rates have stalled among people 

65 and older. Surveys have found 
politics and misinformation play 
a role in vaccine hesitancy in the 
population at large, but that’s not 
been the case among older peo-
ple, who have the highest initial 
vaccination rate of any age group. 
More than 90% of older Americans 

Por Liz Szabo

I ncluso cuando los principales 
funcionarios de salud de los 
Estados Unidos dicen que 

es hora de aprender a vivir con el 
coronavirus, un coro de destaca-
dos investigadores aseguran que 
mensajes confusos sobre los re-
fuerzos de las vacunas han puesto 
en grave riesgo a millones de per-
sonas mayores.

Según los Centros para el Con-
trol y la Prevención de Enferme-
dades (CDC), aproximadamente 1 
de cada 3 estadounidenses may-
ores de 65 años que completaron 
su ronda inicial de vacunación aún 
no han recibido la primera vacuna 
de refuerzo. Estos números han 
consternado a los investigadores, 
quienes enfatizan que este grupo 
sigue teniendo el mayor riesgo de 
enfermedad grave y muerte por 
covid-19.

Las personas mayores de 65 
años representan aproximada-

mente el 75% de las muertes por 
covid en el país. Y persiste cierto 
riesgo, incluso para las que com-

pletaron la serie inicial de dos do-
sis de la vacuna de Moderna o de 
Pfizer, o recibieron una dosis de la 
vacuna de Johnson & Johnson.

Entre los adultos mayores que 

murieron de covid en enero, el 
31% había completado una prim-
era ronda de vacunación pero no 
había recibido los refuerzos, según 
un análisis de KFF de los datos de 
los CDC.

El hecho de no administrar más 
refuerzos a este grupo ha resulta-
do en la pérdida de decenas de 
miles de vidas, expresó el doctor 
Eric Topol, fundador y director del 
Scripps Research Translational In-
stitute. “El programa de refuerzo 
ha fallado desde el primer día”, dijo 
Topol. “Este es uno de los temas 
más importantes para la pandemia 
estadounidense y se ha manejado 
mal”.

“Si los CDC dijeran: ‘Esto po-
dría salvarle la vida’”, agregó, “eso 
ayudaría mucho”.

Aunque el ciclo inicial de va-
cunación de una o dos dosis es 
efectivo para prevenir la hospital-
ización y la muerte, la inmunidad 
se desvanece con el tiempo. Los 
refuerzos, que renuevan esa pro-

tección, son especialmente impor-
tantes para las personas mayores 
ahora que los casos de covid están 
aumentando de nuevo, proliferan 
más subvariantes transmisibles de 
ómicron y los estadounidenses se 
están quitando las máscaras, dijo 
Topol.

Para algunas personas may-
ores, priorizadas durante la vacu-
nación inicial en enero de 2021, ya 
ha pasado más de un año desde 
su última vacuna. Agregando a la 
confusión: los CDC definen “total-
mente vacunados” como personas 
que han completado un curso ini-
cial de una o dos dosis, aunque el 
primer refuerzo se considera cru-
cial para extender la inmunidad 
contra covid.

Numerosos estudios han con-
firmado que la primera inyección 
de refuerzo es un arma crítica con-
tra covid. Un estudio de veteranos 
mayores publicado en abril encon-
tró que aquellos que recibieron 
una tercera dosis de una vacu-

na de ARNm tenían hasta un 79% 
menos de probabilidades de morir 
a causa de covid que aquellos que 
habían recibido solo dos dosis.

Una pregunta central para los 
científicos que defienden los re-
fuerzos es por qué las tasas se 
han estancado entre las personas 
de 65 años y más. Las encuestas 
han revelado que la política y la in-
formación erróneas desempeñan 
un papel en la vacilación que la 
población general tiene sobre las 
vacunas, pero ese no fue el caso 
entre las personas mayores, que 
tienen la tasa de vacunación ini-
cial más alta de cualquier grupo 
de edad. Más del 90% de los es-
tadounidenses mayores habían 
completado un curso inicial de una 
o dos dosis al 8 de mayo.

Pero solo el 69 % de estos es-
tadounidenses mayores vacuna-
dos han recibido su primera dosis 
de refuerzo.
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Why Won’t More Older Americans Get Their Covid Booster?

“
“This is one of the most 
important issues for the 
American pandemic, and 
it has been mismanaged. 

If the CDC would say, 
‘This could save your 
life’, that would help a 

lot.”

Dr. Eric Topol, Scripps 
Research Translational 

Institute

“
“Este es uno de los 

temas más importantes 
para la pandemia 

estadounidense y se ha 
manejado mal. Si los 

CDC dijeran: ‘Esto podría 
salvarle la vida', eso 
ayudaría mucho”.

Dr. Eric Topol, Scripps 
Research Translational 

Institute
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Approximately 1 in 3 Americans 65 and older who completed their initial vaccination 
round still have not received a first booster shot. / Aproximadamente 1 de cada 3 es-

tadounidenses mayores de 65 años que completaron su ronda inicial de vacunación aún no 
han recibido la primera vacuna de refuerzo.

¿Por Qué Más Adultos Mayores No Reciben los Refuerzos Contra Covid?

See Covid on page 18
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By Yasmin Khan 

In a red brick house on the 
south side of El Paso, Texas, 
Susana Correa sits in front of 

a wall of five computer monitors, 
the biggest filled with lists of the 
names of hundreds of LGBTQ asy-
lum-seekers waiting to cross from 
Juárez into El Paso. To her left, 
one monitor features a long string 
of WhatsApp conversations with 
asylum-seekers — more than 200 
messages await for her response. 
Sharing the screen are recorded 
messages from her coworkers who 

are interviewing people waiting in 
Juárez, administering COVID tests 
and arranging for border crossings.

“There are so many vulnerable 
people waiting to cross,” Correa 
says. “If they are sent back, many 
will die.” 

Correa, a transgender wom-
an from El Salvador, directs Casa 
Carmelita, a welcome center for 
LGBTQ asylum-seekers cross-
ing into the U.S. The border has 
been largely closed for two years 
because of Title 42, a Trump-era 
policy that banned crossings and 
expelled asylum-seekers, justified 

legally as a public health restriction 
due to the pandemic. The people 
who work for the center aren’t sure 
what they will do when the policy 
changes again, and advocates and 
migrants are forced to navigate the 
humanitarian crisis Title 42 created.

Many were infuriated by the 
hypocrisy of Title 42 to begin with, 
noting that viral outbreak in the 
U.S. outpaced other countries, not 
the other way around. By Novem-
ber 2020, the U.S. had more cas-
es in a month than most countries 
had all year. 

“Viruses don’t carry passports” 
says Eva Moya, associate profes-
sor in social work and the Border 
Biomedical Research Center at 
University of Texas El Paso. “Virus-
es travel, and they affect people at 
will.”

After a federal legal battle, the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
negotiated an exception for vul-
nerable asylum-seekers a year 
ago, and the Biden administra-
tion agreed to process 250 peo-
ple per day, allowing them to 
continue their cases on American 
soil. LGBTQ and HIV-positive asy-
lum-seekers fell under the um-
brella of “vulnerable,” which al-
lowed Correa to cross and to help 
other transgender women waiting 
in Juárez to enter the U.S.

Before the Biden administra-
tion created the exception in Ti-
tle 42, the process of asking for 
asylum was even more complex 
and time-consuming, Correa says. 
Each person needed a sponsor in 
the U.S., and it could take years to 
verify that a sponsor was a legal 
resident and they had the mon-
ey and capacity to support them. 
People waited in U.S. detention 
centers during this process. 

Transgender people have been 
assaulted and abused in ICE de-
tention in recent years, and de-
nied medical attention, according 
to people released from detention 
and advocates. Just four years ago, 
Roxsana Hernández was severely 
dehydrated and beaten before she 
was transferred to an Albuquerque 
hospital where she died in ICE cus-
tody, an independent autopsy re-
port showed. 

Correa refers specifically to the 
case of Johana Medina León, from 
El Salvador, who died in ICE deten-
tion less than a year later. 

“She came before us, and didn’t 
have the resources to call for help 
or get out of detention,” Correa 
says. “The exception for us made 
crossing easier and safer.”

The Biden administration had 
aimed to end Title 42 restrictions 
altogether this year on May 23, but 
last month, a federal judge in Lou-
isiana stopped that from happen-
ing at the request of Republican 
governors from 21 states. Since 
the policy went into effect at the 
start of the pandemic, border au-
thorities turned people away more 
than 1.7 million times, according to 
Customs and Border Protection 
statistics. 

Some Title 42 critics say it cre-
ated a pileup of people want-

ing to cross and that facilities are 
not ready to take in potentially 
thousands of migrants and asy-
lum-seekers once the policy ends.

Correa says she is not a sup-
porter of Title 42, but the excep-
tion has facilitated a steady stream 
of a few asylum-seekers crossing 
over each day, a number that she 
and her staff can handle, she says. 
Many of the people she works with 
are victims of sexual or physical 
abuse, she says, and lack of legal 
rights in their home country. 

Correa and her team at Casa 
Carmelita help people contact 
their sponsors, and they provide a 
place to rest for a few days. One 
closet in the welcome center is full 
of donated clothes and shoes peo-
ple can choose from since many 
arrive with few belongings. 

She says she’s not sure what will 
happen if Title 42 is lifted.

“We don’t know if the border 
will stay closed, and we will have 
to go back to waiting in detention, 
or if the border will open, and we 
will be flooded with asylum-seek-
ers who will just be on the streets,” 
she says. 

The shelter only has capacity 
for 10 people at a time, she adds, 
and there are only two other volun-
teers to help welcome newcom-
ers, keep the house organized, and 
arrange for transportation for peo-
ple traveling to other parts of the 
country. 

Alexa Ponce, who volunteers 
at Casa Carmelita, is also a trans-
gender asylum-seeker from El Sal-
vador. She entered the U.S. with 
Correa last May. Ponce says she is 
not a fan of Title 42, but she is wor-
ried about how to support a surge 
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Susana Correa, a transgender woman and asylum-seeker from El Salvador, runs the migrant shelter Casa Carmelita in El Paso, Texas. / 
Susana Correa, mujer transgénero y solicitante de asilo de El Salvador, dirige el refugio para migrantes Casa Carmelita en El Paso, Texas.

“
“There are so many 

vulnerable people waiting 
to cross. If they are sent 

back, many will die.” 

Susana Correa, Casa 
Carmelita

See LGBTQ on page 21
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Por Yasmin Khan 

En una casa de ladrillos rojos 
en el sur de El Paso, Texas, 
Susana Correa se sienta 

frente a una pared de cinco mon-
itores de ordenador, el mayor de 
ellos lleno de listas con los nom-
bres de cientos de solicitantes de 
asilo LGBTQ que esperan cruzar 
de Juárez a El Paso. A su izquier-
da, un monitor muestra una lar-
ga cadena de conversaciones 
de WhatsApp con solicitantes de 
asilo: más de 200 mensajes espe-
ran su respuesta. Compartiendo 
la pantalla hay mensajes graba-
dos de sus compañeros de traba-
jo que están entrevistando a las 
personas que esperan en Juárez, 
administrando las pruebas COVID 
y organizando los cruces fronter-
izos.

“Hay mucha gente vulnerable 
esperando para cruzar”, dice Cor-
rea. “Si se les devuelve, muchos 
morirán”. 

Correa, una mujer transgénero 
de El Salvador, dirige Casa Car-
melita, un centro de acogida para 
los solicitantes de asilo LGBTQ 
que cruzan a EE.UU. La frontera 
ha estado cerrada en gran medida 
durante dos años debido al Títu-
lo 42, una política de la era Trump 
que prohibía los cruces y expulsa-
ba a los solicitantes de asilo, jus-
tificada legalmente como una re-
stricción de salud pública debido 
a la pandemia. Las personas que 
trabajan para el centro no están 
seguras de lo que harán cuando 
la política vuelva a cambiar, y los 
defensores y los migrantes se ven 
obligados a navegar por la crisis 
humanitaria que el Título 42 creó.

Para empezar, muchos se 
enfurecieron por la hipocresía 
del Título 42, señalando que los 
brotes virales en Estados Unidos 
superaron a los de otros países, 
y no al revés. En noviembre de 
2020, Estados Unidos tuvo más 
casos en un mes que la mayoría 
de los países en todo el año. 

“Los virus no llevan pas-
aporte”, dice Eva Moya, profe-
sora asociada de trabajo social 
y del Centro de Investigación 
Biomédica Fronteriza de la Uni-
versidad de Texas El Paso. “Los 
virus viajan y afectan a la gente 
a su antojo”.

Tras una batalla legal feder-
al, la Unión Americana de Lib-
ertades Civiles negoció hace un 
año una excepción para los so-
licitantes de asilo vulnerables, y 
el gobierno de Biden accedió a 
procesar a 250 personas al día, 
permitiéndoles continuar con sus 
casos en suelo estadounidense. 
Los solicitantes de asilo LGBTQ y 
seropositivos entraban dentro del 
paraguas de “vulnerables”, lo que 
permitió a Correa cruzar y ayudar 
a otras mujeres transexuales que 
esperaban en Juárez para entrar 
en Estados Unidos.

Antes de que el gobierno de 
Biden creara la excepción en el 
Título 42, el proceso de pedir asi-
lo era aún más complejo y lar-
go, dice Correa. Cada persona 
necesitaba un patrocinador en 
EE.UU., y podía llevar años veri-
ficar que el patrocinador era un 
residente legal y que tenía el din-
ero y la capacidad para manten-
erlo. Las personas esperaban en 
centros de detención estadoun-
idenses durante este proceso. 

Las personas transgénero han 
sido agredidas y maltratadas en los 
centros de detención del ICE en los 
últimos años, y se les ha negado la 
atención médica, según personas 
liberadas de la detención y defen-
sores. Hace tan sólo cuatro años, 
Roxsana Hernández fue grave-
mente deshidratada y golpeada 
antes de ser trasladada a un hos-
pital de Albuquerque, donde murió 
bajo custodia del ICE, según dem-
ostró un informe de autopsia inde-
pendiente. 

Correa se refiere específica-
mente al caso de Johana Medina 
León, de El Salvador, que murió en 
la detención del ICE menos de un 
año después. 

“Ella llegó antes que nosotros y 
no tenía recursos para pedir ayuda 

o salir de la detención”, dice Correa. 
“La excepción para nosotros facilitó 
la travesía y la hizo más segura”.

El gobierno de Biden tenía como 
objetivo poner fin a las restricciones 
del Título 42 por completo este año, 
el 23 de mayo, pero el mes pasado, 
un juez federal de Luisiana impidió 
que eso sucediera a petición de los 
gobernadores republicanos de 21 
estados. Desde que la política en-
tró en vigor al comienzo de la pan-
demia, las autoridades fronterizas 
rechazaron a personas más de 1,7 
millones de veces, según las es-
tadísticas de Aduanas y Protección 
de Fronteras. 

Algunos críticos del Título 42 
afirman que ha creado una acu-
mulación de personas que quie-
ren cruzar y que las instalaciones 
no están preparadas para acoger a 
posibles miles de inmigrantes y so-
licitantes de asilo una vez que fina-
lice la política.

Correa dice que no es partidar-
ia del Título 42, pero que la excep-
ción ha facilitado un flujo constante 
de unos pocos solicitantes de asi-
lo que cruzan cada día, un núme-
ro que ella y su personal pueden 
manejar, dice. Muchas de las per-
sonas con las que trabaja son víc-
timas de abusos sexuales o físicos, 
dice, y carecen de derechos legal-
es en su país de origen. 

Correa y su equipo en Casa 
Carmelita ayudan a las personas 
a ponerse en contacto con sus pa-
trocinadores y les proporcionan 
un lugar para descansar durante 
unos días. Un armario del centro de 
acogida está lleno de ropa y zapa-
tos donados entre los que la gente 
puede elegir, ya que muchos lle-
gan con pocas pertenencias. 

Dice que no está segura de lo 
que pasará si se levanta el Título 42.

“No sabemos si la frontera se-
guirá cerrada, y tendremos que 
volver a esperar en los centros de 
detención, o si la frontera se abrirá, 
y nos veremos inundados de solic-
itantes de asilo que se quedarán 
en la calle”, dice. 

El refugio sólo tiene capacidad 
para 10 personas a la vez, añade, y 
sólo hay otros dos voluntarios para 
ayudar a acoger a los recién llega-
dos, mantener la casa organizada y 
organizar el transporte de las per-
sonas que viajan a otras partes del 
país.

Alexa Ponce, que es voluntaria 
en Casa Carmelita, también es una 
solicitante de asilo transgénero de 
El Salvador. Entró en Estados Uni-
dos con Correa el pasado mes de 
mayo. Ponce dice que no es fan del 
Título 42, pero le preocupa cómo 
apoyar un aumento de solicitantes 
de asilo con los limitados recursos 
que tienen una vez que se abra la 
frontera.

“El Título 42 ha creado una cri-
sis humanitaria, porque muchos 
de nosotros hemos pensado en lo 

Una Excepción Ayuda a los Solicitantes de Asilo LGBTQ a Venir a EE.UU.
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“
"Hay mucha gente 

vulnerable esperando 
para cruzar. Si se les 

devuelve, muchos 
morirán". 

Susana Correa, Casa 
Carmelita
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Casa Carmelita en El Paso, Texas, un refugio de tránsito para solicitantes de asilo LGBTQ. / Casa Carmelita in El Paso, Texas, a transit 
shelter for LGBTQ asylum-seekers. 
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By Helen Santoro

This March, Colorado State 
Sen. Faith Winter (D-West-
minster) stood at a podium 

in the State Capitol and spoke to 
a gathered crowd about reducing 
the state’s air pollution. After intro-
ductions, Winter, Gov. Jared Polis 
and others unveiled a package 
of environmental bills that aim to 
increase access to public transit, 
build more energy efficient build-
ings, and construct safe walkways 

and e-bike trails in the Denver 
area.  

“We know that ozone can cause 
cancer and heart disease and lung 
disease,” Winter said, noting that in 
2021, the Front Range experienced 
one of its worst summers with re-
gards to air pollution. “My daugh-
ter had cross-country practices 
cancelled because her developing 
lungs couldn’t be out in our air.”  

In April, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) moved 
to declare Colorado’s Front Range 
as a “severe” air quality violator. 
More than 70% of Colorado’s 1.3 

million children live in counties 
with unhealthy levels of ozone, 
a colorless and highly irritating gas 
that forms just above the earth’s 
surface, according to a profile on 
Colorado children’s health by the 
nonprofit Children’s Environmen-
tal Health Network. (Counties with 
“unhealthy” ozone pollution were 
those that received a D or F grade 
from the American Lung Associa-
tion based on the number of days 
with poor air quality.) For children, 
exposure to air pollution can lead 
to long-lasting health problems, 
including asthma and diminished 
lung development.  

“Kids can’t help that they’re still 
developing,” said Chrissy Esposi-
to, a policy analyst at the Colorado 
Health Institute (a Colorado Trust 
grantee). “They still have develop-
ing immune systems, organs—they 
can’t help that they breathe faster.” 

Colorado’s changing climate 
and rising temperatures are in part 
what is contributing to the polluted 
air. The weather factors that drive 
heat waves have also been shown 
to intensify surface ozone and air 
pollution. In 2018, the state was 2.9 
degrees Fahrenheit warmer on av-
erage than it was in 1970.  

Consequently, studying how 
children’s health responds to cli-
mate change is vital—especially in 
poorer communities that are most 
at risk, Esposito said. 

Heat can impact a person’s 
health in many ways. It can lead 
to heat exhaustion, heat stroke 
and dehydration—all of which are 
particularly risky for children, as 
well as the elderly or people with 
chronic health conditions. In Colo-
rado, rising temperatures can also 
indirectly affect health through a 
drier climate that is more prone to 
wildfires, thus leading to poorer air 
quality.  

And then there’s ozone. A 2021 
study by National Jewish Health 
in Denver found that rising tem-
peratures have caused higher 
Front Range concentrations of 
ground-level ozone. These ozone 
levels were higher in areas with 
more Latino residents and children 
living within 100% to 200% of the 
federal poverty line. This may be 
because Denver’s neighborhoods 
with majority-Latino residents are 
located nearby three interstate 
highways, a power plant and the 
state’s largest oil and gas refinery. 
The highest level of ozone was 
also found in major urban centers, 
which have long been associated 
with high rates of poverty. 

“Climate change has sped up 
ozone production and will continue 

to make the problem worse until 
we reduce heat-trapping emis-
sions,” James L. Crooks, PhD, a 
National Jewish Health researcher 
and lead author on the study, said 
in a press release. “Climate change 
is already upon us and we can al-
ready detect its influence on the 
Front Range’s ozone problem.” 

Climate change threatens to 
undo progress that’s been made 
against air pollution in recent de-
cades. Nationwide, ozone levels 
have declined significantly since 
the 1980s, with a notable decrease 
after 2002, according to the EPA. 
Yet in Colorado, motor vehicles and 
oil and gas operations are the two 
largest contributors to ozone lev-
els in the Front Range, and neither 
source is likely to be substantially 
mitigated anytime soon.

Children with asthma are partic-
ularly at risk from ozone, and data 
shows that asthma rates are high-
er among those living in poverty. A 
2010 study found that low-income 
Californians experience more fre-
quent asthma symptoms than 
those in higher income brackets. 
Children in Arizona’s lower-income 
urban communities are more like-
ly to need urgent care for asthma 
than kids in other zip codes. An-
other study discovered that in the 
United Kingdom, early-life poverty 
increases a teen’s risk of develop-
ing asthma by a shocking 70%.

This can be due to factors like 
proximity to environmental pol-
lution; in the Denver area, for ex-
ample, public schools with the 
worst asthma rates are concen-
trated along the I-70 corridor and 
in neighborhoods challenged by 
lower incomes and higher num-
bers of uninsured residents.   

Southeast Colorado paints a 
clear picture of this link. In both 
Otero and Prowers counties, for 
example, almost a quarter of kids 
live below the poverty line, ac-
cording to data collected by the 
American Community Survey. An 
average of more than 23% of res-
idents in Colorado’s Health Sta-
tistics Region 6 (which includes 
Baca, Bent, Crowley, Huerfano, Ki-
owa, Las Animas, Otero and Prow-
ers counties) have asthma, com-
pared to the more affluent Region 
12 (Eagle, Garfield, Grand, Pitkin 
and Summit counties) that has an 
average asthma rate of 16%.

“It’s no secret that here in Col-
orado, our air is not as clean as it 
should be,” said State Sen. Julie 
Gonzales (D-Denver), who also 
spoke at the Capitol this March. 
“Too often, it’s my community—
low-income folks, people of col-
or—who pay the price.” 

Rising temperatures hurt more 
than just a child’s ability to breathe. 
Children also absorb more heat 
due to their smaller bodies having 
a greater surface-to-volume ratio, 
making them particularly suscep-
tible to dehydration, heat stress 
and heat-related fatalities. They 
are also more likely to experience 
renal disease, electrolyte imbal-
ance and fever during episodes of 
persistent heat.  

In a study published in Janu-
ary, scientists analyzed 3.8 million 
visits to emergency departments 
from 47 children’s hospitals from 
2016 to 2018. They discovered that 
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More than 70% of Colorado’s 1.3 million children live in counties with unhealthy levels 
of ozone. / Más del 70 por ciento de los 1.3 millones de niños que viven en Colorado viven en 

condados con niveles insanos de ozono.

“
“It’s no secret that here 
in Colorado, our air is 

not as clean as it should 
be. Too often, it’s my 

community—low-income 
folks, people of color—
who pay the price.” 

Julie Gonzales, State 
Senator

See Children on page 22
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Por Helen Santoro

E ste marzo, la senadora es-
tatal de Colorado Faith 
Winter (demócrata de 

Westminster) se paró frente al po-
dio en el Capitolio estatal y habló 
ante una multitud sobre cómo re-
ducir la contaminación del aire en 
el estado. Después de las present-
aciones iniciales, Winter, el gober-
nador Jared Polis y otros dieron a 
conocer un paquete de propues-
tas legislativas medioambientales 
que buscan aumentar el acceso al 
transporte público, construir edifi-
cios con mayor eficiencia energéti-
ca, y crear caminos peatonales y 
senderos para bicicletas seguros 
en el área de Denver.   

“Sabemos que el ozono puede 
causar cáncer y enfermedades 
cardíacas y pulmonares”, Win-
ter dijo, señalando que en 2021 la 
Ladera Frontal sufrió uno de sus 
peores veranos relacionados con 
la contaminación del aire. “A mi hija 
le cancelaron entrenamientos de 
atletismo porque sus pulmones en 
desarrollo no podían estar afuera 
en nuestro aire”.  

En abril, la Agencia de Protec-
ción Medioambiental (EPA, por sus 
siglas en inglés) de EE. UU.   de-
claró que la Ladera Frontal de Col-
orado estaba en violación “grave” 
de la calidad del aire. Más del 70 
por ciento de los 1.3 millones de 
niños que viven en Colorado viven 
en condados con niveles insanos 
de ozono, un gas incoloro y alta-
mente irritante que se forma justo 
arriba de la superficie de la tierra, 
según un perfil sobre la salud infan-
til en Colorado creado por la Red 
de Salud Infantil Medioambiental, 
una organización no lucrativa. (Los 
condados con contaminación “in-
sana” de ozono recibieron una cal-

ificación de D o F por parte de la 
American Lung Association debido 
a la cantidad de días con mala cal-
idad del aire.) Para los niños, estar 
expuestos a la contaminación del 
aire puede resultar en problemas 
de salud prolongados, como el 
asma y subdesarrollo pulmonar.  

“Los niños no pueden contro-
lar que todavía se están desarrol-
lando”, dijo Chrissy Esposito, una 
analista de políticas con el Institu-
to de Salud de Colorado (un ben-
eficiario de The Colorado Trust). 
“Todavía están desarrollando sus 
sistemas inmunológicos, [sus] ór-
ganos; no pueden controlar que 
tienen que respirar más rápido”.  

El clima cambiante y las tem-
peraturas en aumento de Colorado 
son parte de lo que contribuye a la 
contaminación del aire. También 
se ha demostrado que los factores 
del clima que impulsan las olas de 
calor intensifican el ozono superfi-
cial y la contaminación del aire. En 
2018, el estado estuvo 2.9 grados 
Fahrenheit más caluroso, en pro-
medio, que en 1970.  

Por lo tanto, es crucial estudi-
ar cómo responde la salud de los 
niños al cambio climático, espe-
cialmente en comunidades más 
pobres que enfrentan mayores 
riesgos, Esposito dijo. 

El calor puede afectar la salud 
de una persona de muchas formas. 
Puede resultar en agotamiento 
por calor, golpe de calor y deshi-
dratación, condiciones especial-
mente riesgosas para los niños, las 
personas mayores y aquellas con 
condiciones crónicas de salud. En 
Colorado, las temperaturas en au-
mento también pueden afectar la 
salud indirectamente debido a un 
clima más seco y propenso a los in-
cendios forestales, los cuales tam-
bién empeoran la calidad del aire.   

Y luego tenemos al ozono. Un 
estudio realizado por National 
Jewish Health en 2021 en Denver 

encontró que las temperaturas en 
aumento han causado concentra-
ciones más altas de ozono super-
ficial. Estos niveles de ozono eran 
más altos en áreas con más habi-
tantes latinos y niños que figuran 
entre el 100 y el 200 por ciento 
del límite federal de la pobreza. 
Esto puede ser debido a que los 
vecindarios de Denver con una 
mayoría de habitantes latinos es-
tán ubicados cerca de tres auto-
pistas interestatales, una central 
eléctrica y la refinería de petróleo 
y gas más grande en el estado. El 
nivel más alto de ozono también se 
encontró en los principales centros 
urbanos, los cuales por mucho ti-
empo se han visto asociados con 
altas tasas de pobreza. 

“El cambio climático ha acel-
erado la producción de ozono y 
seguirá empeorando el problema 
hasta que reduzcamos las emis-
iones que atrapan el calor”, dijo en 
un comunicado de prensa James 
L. Crooks, PhD, un investigador 
de National Jewish Health y autor 
principal del estudio. “El cambio 
climático ya está aquí, y ya po-
demos detectar su influencia en el 
problema del ozono en la Ladera 
Frontal”.   

El cambio climático amena-
za con destruir el progreso alca-
nzado en décadas recientes para 
combatir la contaminación del aire. 
Desde los años 1980, los niveles 
de ozono a nivel nacional han dis-
minuido significativamente, con 
una reducción notable después de 
2002, según la EPA. Sin embargo, 
en Colorado, los vehículos motor-
izados y las refinerías de petróleo 
y gas contribuyen principalmente 
a los niveles de ozono en la Ladera 
Frontal; es poco probable que una 
de estas fuentes se disminuya sig-
nificativamente pronto.    

Los niños con asma enfrentan 
riesgos singulares debido al ozono, 
y datos demuestran que las tasas 
de asma son más altas entre los 
niños que viven en la pobreza. Un 
estudio realizado en 2010 encon-
tró que los californianos con bajos 
ingresos sufren síntomas de asma 
con mayor frecuencia que aquellos 
con niveles más altos de ingresos. 
Los niños que viven en comuni-
dades urbanas con menores in-
gresos en Arizona tienen mayor 
probabilidad de necesitar atención 
médica de urgencia por asma que 
los niños en otros códigos post-
ales. Otro estudio descubrió que, 
en el Reino Unido, la pobreza en 
los primeros años de vida aumenta 
el riesgo de que los adolescentes 
desarrollen asma en un alarmante 
70 por ciento. 

Esto puede ser debido a facto-
res como la cercanía a la contam-
inación ambiental; en el área de 
Denver, por ejemplo, las escuelas 
públicas con las peores tasas de 
asma se concentran en los alre-
dedores de la autopista I-70 y en 
vecindarios con ingresos más ba-
jos y mayores cantidades de resi-
dentes sin seguro médico.   

El sudeste de Colorado dem-
uestra una representación clara de 
esta conexión. Tanto en el Condado 
de Otero como en el de Prowers, 

El Clima Cambiante de Colorado está Poniendo en Riesgo la Salud Infantil
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Es crucial estudiar cómo responde la salud de los niños al cambio climático, 
especialmente en comunidades más pobres que enfrentan mayores riesgos. / Studying 

how children’s health responds to climate change is vital—especially in poorer communities that 
are most at risk. 

“
“No es un secreto que 

aquí, en Colorado, 
nuestro aire no es tan 
limpio como debería 
serCon demasiada 
frecuencia, es mi 

comunidad—la gente 
con bajos ingresos, las 
personas de color—

quienes pagan el precio”. 

Julie Gonzales, Senadora 
Estatal
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“
“Si permitimos que esto 
continúe, es como si nos 

resignáramos a ello. 
Estamos diciendo que 
eso está bien. Eso es 

inaceptable”.

Nate Cadena, Denver 
Scholarship Foundation

By Jason Gonzales

What barriers do Hispanic 
men face getting to and 
graduating from col-

lege?
That’s the question Denver 

Scholarship Foundation leaders 
asked Hispanic men about their 
challenges. They variously listed a 
lack of funds, information, support, 
and individual attention, plus family 
responsibilities.

None of this was surprising. 

But the strong sense of obligation 
students have to community and 
family and how it stymies individu-
al ambition caught the attention of 
foundation leaders.

“It’s not easy for young Brown 
men,” said Nate Cadena, the foun-
dation’s chief operating officer. 
“There are certain roles, certain ex-
pectations, certain cultural norms, 
that don’t necessarily invite individ-
ualism, especially if it’s taking them 
away from their extended family or 
community. There’s this unspoken 
language of their culture — their 
community — that doesn’t neces-

sarily foster individualism and ex-
ploration.”

The foundation, which helps 
Denver-area students navigate 
college, has sent about 82% of its 
scholarship recipients to college. 
But Hispanic men’s college-going 
and graduation rates have prov-
en tricky. For example, Hispanic 
women served by the foundation 
reached college at twice the rate 
of their male counterparts.

To better understand the prob-
lem, the Denver Scholarship Foun-
dation’s leaders gathered Hispanic 
men with differing college experi-
ences. The foundation talked with 
those who never went to college, 
stopped going, and graduated.

“They talked about it being im-
portant to feel like they’re spo-
ken to individually,” Cadena said, 
“There was so much rich informa-
tion to pull out of it. But a lot of it 
was reinforcing what we thought 
and knew.”

The struggle of getting Hispanic 
men to college is an important is-
sue for the state. 

About two out of five Hispan-
ic men who graduate from a Col-
orado high school go to college. 
When they get to college, most 
don’t graduate. At Colorado’s pub-
lic four-year universities, just 41% of 
Hispanic men graduate. At com-
munity college, less than a third 
graduate.

The low numbers play into Colo-
rado’s large gaps in who has a col-
lege education and who doesn’t. 
About 61% of all Colorado residents 
have a college credential com-

pared with only a quarter of His-
panic residents.

Cadena said the problem needs 
to be tackled, especially because 
1 in 5 Coloradans identifies as His-
panic. 

Cadena said getting more His-
panic men to college is about 
opportunity and freedom for in-
dividuals and families. It breaks 
generational cycles of poverty. 
Research shows college-educat-
ed individuals have better access 
to health care. Residents who hold 
a college degree also have high-
er earning potential and a greater 

State News / Noticias del Estado

COLORADO

Helping Latinos Go to College—'It’s Not Easy for Young Brown Men’
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The Denver Scholarship Foundation surveyed Hispanic men who went to college, 
stopped going, and graduated to understand the barriers to getting to and finishing 

college. / Aproximadamente dos de cada cinco varones hispanos que se gradúan de una 
secundaria de Colorado irán a la universidad. Una vez en la universidad, la mayoría no se 

gradúa.

Por Jason Gonzales

¿Q ué barreras enfren-
tan los varones his-
panos al entrar a la 

universidad y graduarse?
Esa es la pregunta que los líde-

res de la Denver Scholarship Foun-
dation le hicieron a varones his-
panos. Ellos contestaron con una 
lista que incluye falta de fondos, 
información, apoyo y atención in-
dividual, además de responsabil-
idades familiares.

Nada de esto fue sorprenden-
te. Sin embargo, a los líderes de la 
fundación les llamó la atención el 
fuerte sentido de obligación que 
los estudiantes sienten por su co-
munidad y familia, y cómo éste 
bloquea la ambición individual.

“No es fácil para los jóvenes 
latinos,” dijo Nate Cadena Jefe 
de Operaciones de la fundación. 
“Hay ciertos roles, ciertas expec-
tativas, ciertas normas culturales... 

que no necesariamente invitan al 
individualismo, especialmente si 
eso los aleja de su familia extendi-
da o comunidad. Hay un lengua-
je no hablado de su cultura — su 
comunidad — que no necesaria-
mente alienta el individualismo ni 
la exploración.”

La fundación, que ayuda a os 
estudiantes del área de Denver a 
navegar la universidad, ha envia-
do aproximadamente un 82% de 
sus becados a la universidad. Por 

otro lado, aumentar los porcen-
tajes de asistencia a la universi-
dad y graduación de los varones 
hispanos ha demostrado ser difí-
cil. Por ejemplo, el porcentaje de 
mujeres hispanas que han recibi-
do ayuda de la fundación y llega-
do a la universidad es el doble de 
los varones.

Para entender mejor el proble-
ma, los líderes de la Denver Schol-
arship Foundation encuestaron a 
hombres hispanos con una varie-
dad de experiencias en tema de 
universidad. La fundación habló 
con gente que nunca ha asistido 
a la universidad, con quienes de-
jaron de asistir, y con los que se 
graduaron.

“Ellos mencionaron que es 
importante sentir que les están 
hablando de manera individual,” 
dijo Cadena, “De sus respuestas 
se puede extraer muchísima infor-
mación. Pero gran parte reforzó lo 
que ya pensábamos y sabíamos”.

COLORADO

Ayudando a los Latinos a Ir a la Universidad: ‘No es 
Fácil para los Jóvenes Morenos’

“
“If we allow this to 

continue, we are almost 
resigned to it. We allow 

it to be OK. That’s 
unacceptable.”

Nate Cadena, Denver 
Scholarship Foundation

See College on page 22

Vea Universidad, página 22
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The Colorado Reproductive 
Health, Rights, and Jus-
tice Coalition (CO RJRH) is 

calling on Gov. Jared Polis to be 
bold, proud, and vocal about his 
support of access to reproductive 
healthcare for Coloradans and all 
those who seek care in our state. 
This support necessarily includes 
removing cost barriers that dispro-
portionately impact low-income 
Coloradans, rural Coloradans, and 
communities of color. Coloradans 
already strongly support repro-
ductive freedom.

In a May 17 interview with Col-
orado Matters, when asked about 
future plans to address current re-
strictions to abortion access that 
still exist in Colorado, Gov. Polis 
said, “You probably get into the 
situation of: is it a medically re-
quired abortion, in that it will jeop-
ardize the life of the mother, or is 
this something that you’re talking 
about that’s more elective? So, 
there’s a lot of nuances to that 
policy. In general, the state doesn’t 
cover elective procedures. But 
even if you look at plastic surgery: 
there’s reconstructive plastic sur-

gery if you’re in an accident, and 
then there’s such things like a 
nose job if you want to look better.”

To be clear, the ban on public 
funding for abortion care impacts 
hundreds of thousands of Colo-
radans, and people on Medicaid, 
which include essential public 
servants like teachers, firefight-
ers, and transit workers. Like the 

federal Hyde amendment, the 
state insurance coverage ban dis-
proportionately harms people of 
color. Nobody wants to find out 
that their insurance won’t cover 
the health care that they need, 
but in Colorado, an outdated law 
means that public servants and 
those with lower incomes are le-
gally banned from using their in-

surance for abortion care. Access 
to healthcare is a right, not a priv-
ilege. 

As Colorado’s leaders in repro-
ductive health care, rights and jus-
tice, we can say with certainty: The 
Supreme Court is overturning Roe 
v. Wade, and Coloradans deserve
elected leaders who are proud, un-
wavering champions for reproduc-

tive health care. Bodily autonomy is 
a human right — to compare it to a 
‘nose job’ – a surgery without the 
history of politicization or violence 
from its opponents – does an ex-
treme disservice to our movement, 
and negates the fundamental and 
long-term impacts that reproduc-
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By Jill McGranahan

Ana Temu Otting fears every 
day that she will be sep-
arated from her parents. 

While Temu Otting was born in Los 
Angeles, her father was an eco-
nomic refugee from México and 
her mother escaped the genocide 
of the Guatemalan civil war, both 
immigrating to the U.S.

“I was raised seeing all of the 
hardships my parents had to go 
through as people without any (le-
gal immigration) status,” said Temu 
Otting, who serves on the Colora-
do Commission on Higher Educa-

tion and will soon graduate from 
Metropolitan State University of 
Denver. “My mom was diagnosed 
as HIV-positive when I was 4 years 
old, and I watched her struggle to 
get the medications she needed to 
live.”

This early exposure to the hard-
ships of immigration led her to a 
life of activism that started in high 
school. “I saw how hard it was to 
obtain a higher education,” Temu 
Otting said, “not just for me with 
no financial resources but also for 
(others) who didn’t have access 
to financial aid. I saw some of my 
peers not be able to qualify be-
cause they didn’t have Social Se-
curity numbers.”

Her activism led Temu Otting 
to major in Political Science to 
prepare for a career in politics to 

Immigrant Advocate Poised to Earn Degree After Nontraditional Route
COLORADO
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In 2015, with one semester left to graduate, Ana Temu Otting was offered a position 
with U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders’ 2016 presidential-campaign team. Temu Otting returned 

to finish her degree and will soon receive her bachelor's in Political Science and 
Anthropology. 

“
Our elected leaders 
must be proactive 

with their words and 
actions, especially when 
millions of people face 

the reality of losing their 
reproductive freedoms 

across the country.

“
“There is still a lot to 

be done for immigrants 
and their families. Until 

my family can live 
without any fear of 

being separated, there is 
work for me to do, and 
I am committed to the 

change.”

Ana Temu Otting

See Temu Otting on page 24

COLORADO

Coalition Calls on Gov. to Reaffirm Support for Reproductive Healthcare

See Coalition on page 25
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N ew México Attorney 
General Hector Balde-
ras issued a consumer 

advisory this week alerting New 
Mexicans to scams that appear to 
be targeting survivors of the Calf 
Canyon/Hermit’s Peak wildfires. 

“Many New Mexico families are 
dealing with the trauma of evacua-
tion and some have lost everything 
to the wildfires,” said Attorney Gen-
eral Balderas. “It is unimaginable 
to me that scammers are trying to 
take advantage of our citizens at 
such a horrific time.”

Victims of the fires should be 
careful of scams involving calls 
from persons claiming to be from 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Association, or FEMA. Ac-
cording to FEMA’s website, FEMA 
representatives do not ask for pay-
ment for services from disaster vic-
tims. FEMA will not reach out to sur-
vivors unsolicited unless a survivor 
has first contacted FEMA or applied 
for relief. If you doubt a FEMA rep-
resentative is legitimate, hang up 
and call the FEMA Helpline at 800-
621-3362 to report the incident.

There are many resources avail-
able for victims of the fire looking 
for help.  Individuals in Colfax, Lin-
coln, Mora, San Miguel, and Va-
lencia Counties who have experi-
enced losses from these wildfires 
can apply to FEMA today in the fol-
lowing ways:

•	 Apply online at disasterassis-
tance.gov.

•	 Call the application phone
number at 1-800-621-3362 or 
1-800-462-7585 (TTY) for the hear-
ing and speech impaired from 7
a.m. to 10 p.m. MT.

For  information regarding do-
nations, mental and emotional 

By Austin Fisher 

F ederal authorities opened 
two disaster recovery cen-
ters over the weekend as 

Hermits Peak-Calf Canyon Fire 
grew to become the largest in New 
México’s recorded history. 

“Anyone affected by the wild-
fires living in Colfax, Lincoln, Mora, 
San Miguel, and Valencia counties 
can visit any of the Disasters Re-
covery Centers (DRC),” said Feder-
al Emergency Management Agen-
cy spokesperson Dasha Castillo. 
Those N.M. counties have seen the 
largest wildfires so far in 2022.

Survivors can meet face-to-face 
with people from FEMA’s Individual 
Assistance Program in order to find 
temporary housing, and in the long-
term, get help with repairing or re-
placing homes or vehicles. They 
can access assistance with oth-
er needs as well, like medical and 
dental health care, and child care.

The two FEMA mobile disaster 
recovery centers in northern New 
México are in Las Vegas at the Old 
Memorial Middle School (947 Le-
gion Drive; and in Glorieta, at Glori-
eta Camps on 11 State Road 50.

FEMA is asking people to bring 
the following information: a current 
phone number; an address at the 
time of the disaster and the ad-

dress where they are now staying; 
Social Security number, if available; 
a general list of damage and losses 
if you know what they are; and an 
insurance policy number and the 
name of your agent or company.

The centers are meant to help 
New Mexicans who are surviving 
the wildfires blazing across parts 
of the state. As many as 20 were 
burning around the state in a single 
day in late April, though Hermits 
Peak-Calf Canyon far outpaces the 
others. Thousands of people have 
been forced to evacuate.

The aid workers at the centers 
can help survivors with applying, 
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FEMA Opens Disaster Recovery Centers in Las Vegas and Glorieta
NEW MEXICO

NEW MEXICO

NEW MEXICO

Ph
ot

o/
Fo

to
: P

at
ric

k 
Lo

hm
an

n/
So

ur
ce

 N
M

Chickens and a kid’s bike were among those rescued from the ranch belonging to the 
Torres family, who needed were ordered to leave due to the Hermits Peak-Calf Canyon 
fire on April 23, 2022. / Pollos y la bicicleta de un niño fueron algunos de los rescatados del 

rancho perteneciente a la familia Torres, a la que se le ordenó abandonar debido al incendio de 
Hermits Peak-Calf Canyon el 23 de abril de 2022.

“
“It is unimaginable to 
me that scammers are 

trying to take advantage 
of our citizens at such a 

horrific time.” 
Hector Balderas, 
Attorney General

AG Balderas Warns of New Scams 
Targeting Wildfire Victims

Por Austin Fisher 

L as autoridades federales 
abrieron dos centros de re-
cuperación de desastres 

durante el fin de semana, ya que 
el incendio de Hermits Peak-Calf 
Canyon creció hasta convertirse en 

el más grande en la historia regis-
trada de Nuevo México. 

“Todos los afectados por los in-
cendios forestales que viven en los 
condados de Colfax, Lincoln, Mora, 
San Miguel y Valencia pueden vis-
itar cualquiera de los Centros de 
Recuperación de Desastres (DRC)”, 
dijo la portavoz de la Agencia Fed-
eral para el Manejo de Emergen-

cias, Dasha Castillo. Esos conda-
dos de N.M. han sido testigos de 
los mayores incendios forestales 
en lo que va de 2022.

Los supervivientes pueden re-
unirse cara a cara con personas 
del Programa de Asistencia Indi-
vidual de la FEMA para encontrar 
un alojamiento temporal y, a largo 
plazo, obtener ayuda para reparar 

o reemplazar viviendas o vehícu-
los. También pueden acceder a
asistencia para otras necesidades,
como atención médica y dental, y
cuidado de niños.

Los dos centros móviles de re-
cuperación de desastres de FEMA 
en el norte de Nuevo México están 
en Las Vegas, en la Old Memorial 
Middle School (947 Legion Drive; y 

en Glorieta, en Glorieta Camps, en 
la 11 State Road 50.

FEMA pide a las personas que 
lleven la siguiente información: un 
número de teléfono actual; una 
dirección en el momento del de-
sastre y la dirección en la que se 
encuentran ahora; el número de 

La FEMA Abre Centros de Recuperación de Desastres por Incendios

See FEMA on page 23

See Scams on page 20

Vea FEMA/Esp, página 16
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U .S. Senator Ben Ray Luján 
(D-N.M.) joined thirteen 
of his Senate colleagues 

in letters to SafeGraph and Placer.
ai, two data brokers, blasting the 
companies for collecting and sell-
ing the cellphone-based location 
data of people who visit abortion 
clinics and risking the safety of 
anyone seeking access to abortion 
services. In the wake of the Su-
preme Court’s leaked draft opinion 
that would overturn Roe v. Wade, 

the senators are demanding an-
swers about the companies’ data 
collection practices and calling 
on them to create a complete and 

permanent ban on these and simi-
lar practices. 

“Anti-abortion activists have al-
ready used location data to send 
targeted anti-choice ads to wom-
en’s phones while they are sitting 
in abortion clinics… Anti-abortion 
politicians in Republican-led states 
have placed bounties on women 
who receive abortions and doc-
tors that provide them and even 
proposed laws that would punish 
pregnant people for traveling to 
seek abortions out of state. An-
ti-abortion prosecutors have used 
search and message data to crim-
inally charge abortion seekers,” 
wrote the senators. “These and 
other practices targeting wom-
en seeking necessary health care 
services are almost certain to es-
calate if Roe v. Wade is gutted and 
abortion is criminalized instantly 
in states across the nation. Under 
these circumstances, [your com-
pany’s] decision to sell data that 
allowed any buying customer to 
determine the locations of peo-
ple seeking abortion services was 
simply unconscionable, risking the 

By Shaun Griswold

The atrocities committed 
at boarding schools de-
signed and run by the fed-

eral government to eradicate In-
digenous people were outlined 
by the U.S. Interior Department 
for the first time in a report pub-
lished May 11.

Interior Secretary Deb Haa-
land held back tears as she de-
scribed the scope of the investi-
gation that identifies 408 federal 
Indian boarding schools across 
37 states that operated between 
1819 and 1969. New México had 

at least 43 of these schools, the 
third most in the country behind 
Oklahoma (76) and Arizona (47). 

Burial sites were found at 53 
different schools, but the de-
partment won’t publicly share 
the locations due to concerns of 
“grave-robbing, vandalism and 
other desecration,” Assistant Sec-
retary Bryan Newland said.

These schools used “milita-
rized” tactics to assimilate Native 
American children as young as 
4-years-old in environments de-
scribed in the report as fostering,
“rampant physical, sexual, and
emotional abuse; disease; mal-
nourishment; overcrowding; and
lack of health care.”

The report also acknowledges 
that the federal government used 
money from Indian Trust Funds to 
pay schools — even those run by 
religious organizations — to take 
children away without parental 
consent and force them into en-
vironments that were designed 
to destroy generational bonds by 
eliminating language and culture.

This means Native American 
tribes experienced their children 
being stolen while also being made 
to pay for the abuse designed to 
destroy their own existence. Those 
tribal trust accounts held money 
that was a result of territory ces-
sions to the United States.

Haaland (Laguna) said the re-
port is the first step in addressing 
the U.S. government’s role and re-
sponsibility for this era. She didn’t 
give any explicit support of finan-
cial reparations for tribes but didn’t 
shut down the possibility, either. 
She responded to a question about 
restitution by saying President Joe 
Biden, “fully understands the ob-
ligation of the United States to In-
dian tribes. He fully understands 
the federal trust responsibility to 
tribes.”

In the meantime, the next 
phase of the federal government 

response will be to take this re-
search to the people and find 
ways it can assist with healing the 
generational trauma it caused 
through racist and genocidal pol-
icy. 

“This has left lasting scars for 
all Indigenous people because 
there is not a single American In-
dian, Alaskan Native or Native 
Hawaiian in this country whose 
life hasn’t been affected by the 
schools,” Newland (Ojibwe) said.

Haaland announced the Interi-
or Department will take part in a 
yearlong tour to listen to boarding 
school survivors and their families 
engaging in talks about the past. 
The department is committed to 
directing people to mental health 
and spiritual resources to help 
heal, she said.

Haaland discussed the impor-
tance of language preservation 
in an effort to recover from the 
boarding school era. She said her 
grandmother was forced to attend 
a boarding school at 8-years-old, 
which led to her mother’s trauma 
that disconnected Halaand from 
her own culture, “I don’t speak my 
language because my mother 
was afraid to teach me when we 
were growing up.”

Reading the details in the report 
is difficult for Natives and non-Na-
tives alike, and it necessitates sub-
stantial investment into mental 
health services to support people 
who may be talking about this his-
tory for the very first time. In April, 
the Interior Department suggest-
ed it could work with Indian Health 
Services to fund counseling ser-
vices to help people with therapy 
on this topic. However, there is no 
specific financial commitment by 
Congress at this time to fund such 
an endeavor. 

Halaand said Congress ap-
propriated $7 million to fund the 
boarding school investigation.

Reporter’s Note: The next few 
paragraphs will go into detail about 
some of the issues outlined in the in-
vestigation. I write this to offer you, 
the reader, an option to stop and 
take a break to read this at your 
own pace, if you choose to read it at 
all. You can also view the full report 
here. 

No nutrition, no consent, no 
freedom
Most boarding school sites were on 
active or decommissioned military 
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Interior Dept. Report Details Brutality of Federal Indian Boarding Schools
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The Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania around 1890. 

NEW MEXICO

“
“Anti-abortion activists 

have already used 
location data to send 
targeted anti-choice 

ads to women’s phones 
while they are sitting in 

abortion clinics.”

Senators Blast Data Brokers for 
Collecting, Selling Phone Data

See Report on page 25

See Data on page 24
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asylum law, this time with the pan-
demic as an excuse—which they 
use for political reasons when it 
suits them, but then protest it angri-
ly and fanatically when it’s recom-
mended that they wear facemasks 
and get vaccines for public health 
reasons; they argued that it was 
an “imposition” that “violated” their 
rights, as if the world turned on the 
axis of their endemic egotism and 
lack of global understanding about 
the true significance of a pandemic. 
But those who have benefited 
from asylum, including many Lat-
in Americans who support the Re-
publican Party, should question 

the true intentions of the politicians 
to whom they are giving their sup-
port and their vote. Because citi-
zens of countries like Venezuela 
or Cuba, who have been able to 
flee and found asylum in the Unit-
ed States, which allows them to 
continue on with their lives, con-
tribute to this nation, and in many 
cases, fight for freedom in their 
countries while living here, should 
not support policies that, in real-
ity, try to limit other people like 
them, including their own coun-
trymen and women, from having 
the opportunity to seek asylum. 
That would be a contradiction that 

directly harms the very philoso-
phy of extensive and unrestrictive 
help—which the United States has 
promoted throughout its history—
and one that provokes an inevitable 
clash of forces between those who 
want the country to keep its arms 
open to the downtrodden and 
those who want to close the doors, 
grotesquely, turning this nation into 
a type of anti-immigrant fortress. 
Republicans’ real intention is not to 
limit immigration for economic rea-
sons, like they always argue, be-
cause it has actually been revealed 
that limits on migration imposed 
during the Trump administration 

produced a labor shortage—after 
the loss of 2 million immigrants 
who are needed today—which 
in turn caused a drop in supply 
and resulted, logically, in an in-
crease in the price of products. 
The Republican plan is more Ma-
chiavellian, since it consists of lim-
iting the entry into the country of 
migrants who they believe would 
undermine their goal of keeping 
this nation from continuing to be 
diverse and inclusive. Their false 
theory of “cultural replacement” 
reveals nothing more than an ob-
tuse fanaticism with which they 
show a deep anti-immigrant sen-

timent and unabashed racism. 
Those who have benefited from 
asylum and those who want this 
nation to continue being a beacon 
of hope must raise their voices, not 
go along with those who promote 
nativist, discriminatory, and racist 
agendas.

Maribel Hastings is a Senior 
Advisor to América’s Voice. 
David Torres is a Spanish-

language Advisor at América’s 
Voice.

Read More Commentary: 
ELSEMANARIO.US

Hastings/Torres

la Seguridad Social, si está dis-
ponible; una lista general de los 
daños y las pérdidas si sabe cuáles 
son; y un número de póliza de se-
guro y el nombre de su agente o 
compañía.

Los centros están destinados a 
ayudar a los habitantes de Nuevo 
México que están sobreviviendo 
a los incendios forestales que ar-
den en algunas partes del estado. 
A finales de abril ardieron hasta 20 
en todo el estado en un solo día, 
aunque el de Hermits Peak-Calf 
Canyon supera con creces a los 
demás. Miles de personas se han 
visto obligadas a evacuar.

Los socorristas de los centros 
pueden ayudar a los supervivien-
tes a presentar solicitudes, revis-
ar las actualizaciones de estado, 
aclarar cualquier correspondencia 
escrita que reciban, comprender 
la recuperación de desastres y la 
elegibilidad, y recoger y escanear 
la información o los documentos 
necesarios para los expedientes 
de los casos.

Sin embargo, la forma más ráp-
ida y sencilla de obtener ayuda es 
solicitarla en disasterassistance.
gov, según FEMA.

Las personas que no puedan 
acudir a uno de los centros en per-
sona o que no tengan acceso a In-
ternet pueden solicitarla llamando 
al número gratuito 1-800-621-3362. 
La línea funciona todos los días de 
7 a.m. a 11 p.m.

Para las personas que no 
hablen inglés o que tengan algu-
na otra necesidad que dificulte la 
presentación de la solicitud, FEMA 
puede proporcionar intérpretes, 

subtítulos en tiempo real e infor-
mación en formatos alternativos, 
como letra grande, audio y ver-
siones electrónicas.

Si alguien utiliza un servicio de 
retransmisión, como el servicio de 
retransmisión de vídeo (VRS), el 
servicio telefónico subtitulado u 
otros, puede dar a FEMA el núme-
ro de ese servicio para que puedan 
comunicarse con ellos.

FEMA también dispone de in-
térpretes cualificados de lengua 
de signos americana, intérpretes 
multilingües cualificados e infor-
mación escrita en varios idiomas.

Las personas indocumentadas 
aún pueden solicitar ciertos tipos 
de asistencia si otro miembro adul-
to del hogar es ciudadano o si el 
hogar tiene un hijo menor de edad 
que haya nacido en los Estados 
Unidos y tenga un número de Se-
guro Social, según FEMA.

Los habitantes de Nuevo Méxi-
co que perdieron su trabajo como 
consecuencia de los incendios 
también pueden solicitar la ayu-
da por desempleo en caso de 
catástrofe, según anunció el lunes 
la Oficina del Gobernador.

Pueden solicitarlo en los refu-
gios de evacuación, en cualquier 
Centro de Conexión de la Fuerza 
Laboral en todo el estado, o lla-
mando al Centro de Operaciones 
del Seguro de Desempleo al 
1-877-664-6984. El centro está ab-
ierto de 7 a.m. a 4:30 p.m. los días 
de semana. La fecha límite para 
solicitarlo es el 15 de junio.

Austin Fisher es periodista 
de Source New Mexico. Este 

artículo ha sido publicado por 
Source New Mexico bajo una 
licencia Creative Commons.

Traducido por Juan Carlos 
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El 

Semanario.

Para Más Noticias de New 
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respectivas naciones se intensif-
ican cada día, desde la pobreza y 
la falta de empleo, hasta la violen-
cia endémica que consume pobla-
ciones enteras.

Es un círculo vicioso que se 
niegan a analizar y a entender 
quienes con simpleza y desde 
la comodidad de su cuenta de 
Twitter o Facebook condenan el 
derecho que tienen esos miles de 
seres humanos a existir y a sosten-
er a sus familias; círculo vicioso 
del que Estados Unidos también 
ha sido responsable, luego de las 
continuadas invasiones del siglo 
pasado en la región centroamer-
icana, pero de las que muy pocos 
se acuerdan cuando se trata de 
justificar la salvaguarda del modo 
de vida estadounidense.

Pero, al menos, el gobierno de 
Biden anunció que a partir del 23 
de mayo dejará de implementar el 
Título 42, lo que generó reacciones 
a favor, pero también en contra, de 
quienes argumentan que Estados 
Unidos no podrá maniobrar el alza 
de migrantes que se anticipa en 
la franja fronteriza, una vez se le-
vante la restricción del Título 42.

En el Congreso, legisladores 
republicanos y demócratas mod-
erados han unido esfuerzos para 
evitar que el Título 42 se elimine. 
Los senadores demócratas de Ar-
izona, Kyrsten Sinema y Mark Kel-
ly, presentaron un proyecto de ley 
que busca retrasar por 60 días la 

fecha para eliminar el Título 42. 
La medida tiene como coauspi-
ciadores a los senadores James 
Lankford (R-Okla.), John Cornyn 
(R-Texas), Joe Manchin (D-WV), 
Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), 
Jon Tester (D-MT), Rob Portman 
(R-OH), Maggie Hassan (D-NH), 
Thom Tillis (R-NC), y John Thune 
(R-SD).

Por otro lado, recientes sondeos 
indican que los estadounidenses 
parecen favorecer que el Título 
42 se mantenga ante la percep-
ción, alimentada por los republi-
canos, de que lo que se producirá 
será una “invasión”; la otra percep-
ción es de que una potencia como 
Estados Unidos será incapaz de 
manejar el aumento de migrantes 
en la franja fronteriza. Esos mismos 
estadounidenses, 56%, apoyan 
que los migrantes centroamerica-
nos soliciten asilo.

Digamos que la controversia 
del Título 42 le ha venido como 
anillo al dedo a los planes republi-
canos de seguir minando las leyes 
de asilo, esta vez con la excusa de 
la pandemia, que utilizan política-
mente cuando les conviene, pero 
que protestaron airada y fanáti-
camente cuando se recomendó 
que por salud pública usaran cu-
brebocas y su pusieran la vacu-
na; argumentaban que eso era 
“una imposición” que “violaba” 
sus derechos, como si el mundo 
girara en torno de su endémico 

egoísmo y falta de comprensión 
global sobre el significado real de 
una pandemia.

Pero quienes se han beneficia-
do del asilo, incluyendo muchos 
latinoamericanos que apoyan al 
Partido Republicano, deberían 
cuestionar las intenciones reales 
de los políticos a quienes dan su 
apoyo y su voto. Porque los ciu-
dadanos de países como Venezu-
ela o Cuba que han logrado huir y 
han encontrado en Estados Uni-
dos el asilo que les ha permitido 
continuar con sus vidas, contribuir 
a esta nación y, en muchos casos, 
combatir desde acá, no deberían 
apoyar políticas que en realidad 
persiguen limitar que otras per-
sonas como ellos, incluyendo sus 
propios connacionales, tengan la 
oportunidad de solicitar asilo.

Esa sería una contradicción 
que dañaría directamente la pro-
pia filosofía de ayuda amplia y sin 
cortapisas —que ha promovido 
Estados Unidos a lo largo de su 
historia— y que está provocando 
un choque de fuerzas inevitable 
entre quienes pugnan por que 
el país mantenga sus brazos ab-
iertos al desvalido y quienes les 
cierren las puertas de una manera 
grotesca, convirtiendo a esta na-
ción en una especie de fortaleza 
antiinmigrante.

La verdadera intención de los 
republicanos no es limitar la in-
migración por razones económi-

cas, como siempre argumentan, 
porque de hecho se acaba de rev-
elar que los límites impuestos a 
dicha migración durante la admin-
istración Trump produjeron una es-
casez de trabajadores —tras la baja 
de 2 millones de inmigrantes que 
hoy mismo están haciendo falta—, 
lo que a su vez provocó una baja 
de suministros y resultó, lógica-
mente, en incrementos de precios 
de los productos.

El plan republicano es más 
maquiavélico, pues consiste en 
limitar el ingreso al país de los mi-
grantes que ellos consideran que 
atentan contra su meta de evitar 
que esta nación siga siendo di-
versa e incluyente. Su falsa teoría 

del “reemplazo cultural” no revela 
otra cosa que un obtuso fanatis-
mo con el que evidencian un pro-
fundo sentimiento antiinmigrante 
y un racismo execrable.

Quienes se han beneficiado 
del asilo y quienes defienden que 
esta nación siga siendo ese faro 
de esperanza, deben alzar su voz 
y no solapar a quienes promueven 
agendas nativistas, discriminato-
rias y racistas.

Maribel Hastings es Asesora 

Ejecutiva de América’s Voice.  

David Torres es Asesor en Español 

de América’s Voice.
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There’s no big secret to effec-
tive messaging on abortion rights: 
use plain language — including the 
word abortion — tell stories, and 
build empathy. Abortion is a deeply 
personal issue. Talk about it in those 
terms. As I put it, 1 in 4 reproduc-
tive-age American women have 
had an abortion. And the rest of us 
have, at some point, peed on a stick 
in the bathroom and bargained 
with God. And nobody wants to be 
the person in the room who, after 
your 20-week ultrasound, the doc-
tor comes in, gets very quiet, and 
then says, “We need to talk about 
your legal options.”

The most effective ad we ran 
for No on 115 was Rabbi Black of 
Denver’s Temple Emanuel and his 
wife, Sue, talking about having an 
abortion after the pregnancy was 
diagnosed with Tay-Sachs disease. 
The most effective news story was 
about Christina Taylor, now a mom 
of four, telling the story of how 
she and her husband, Roy, had an 
abortion at 21 weeks after their son 
Gene was diagnosed with no kid-
neys or bladder.

And for the Reproductive 
Health Equity Act, a Colorado phy-

sician testified that she gave an 
abortion to a woman from Tex-
as whose water broke at 4 1/2 
months. Because the fetus still 
technically had a heartbeat, under 
the Texas abortion ban the hos-
pital refused to treat her until she 
went into labor or became septic. 
So somehow this woman got on 
a plane and flew to Colorado, to a 
state where the abortion care she 
needed was available, politically 
and practically.

You know someone who has 
had an abortion, whether you know 
it or not. Stigma is why they don’t 
tell you. And at least among my 
friends, most of them have been 
pregnant more times than they 
have living children. Human repro-
duction is still massively complex, 
and when a pregnancy ends via 
termination, either by choice or by 
tragedy, it’s an abortion. Saying that 
is not a political risk.

Colorado occupies a unique 
place in the national landscape 
on abortion rights because we 
were the first state to decriminal-
ize abortion — in 1967, six years 
before Roe v. Wade. It is an em-
bedded part of our western DNA 

that government and politicians 
should stay out of our most per-
sonal, private decisions, including 
abortion. I’ve seen polling show-
ing support for that statement 
topping 80%.

And current polling show abor-
tion rights motivate the Democrat-
ic base in year when we need it.

We can say that word, abor-
tion. We can love and embrace 
people who have abortions — that 
includes self-love, which is very 
important — and the ObGyns and 
medical professionals who pro-
vide them with compassion and 
expertise. And win can win elec-
tions by using the word.

Want to know how? Give us a 
call here in the Centennial State.

Laura K. Chapin is a Democratic 
communications strategist who 
works with progressive causes 

and candidates in the Rocky 
Mountain West. This article 

is republished from Colorado 
Newsline under a Creative 

Commons license.
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had completed an initial one- or 
two-dose course as of May 8.

By contrast, 69% of those vac-
cinated older Americans have got-
ten their first booster shot.

Overall, fewer than half of eligi-
ble Americans of all ages have re-
ceived a booster.

The discrepancy for seniors is 
likely due to changes in the way the 
federal government has distribut-
ed vaccines, said David Grabowski, 
a professor of health care policy at 
Harvard Medical School. Although 
the Biden administration coordi-
nated vaccine delivery to nurs-
ing homes, football stadiums, and 
other targeted venues early last 
year, the federal government has 
played a far less central role in de-
livering boosters, Grabowski noted.

Today, nursing homes are large-
ly responsible for boosting their 
residents, relying on pharmacies 
they traditionally hire to adminis-
ter flu shots, Grabowski said. And 
outside of nursing homes, peo-
ple generally must find their own 
boosters, either through clinics, 
local pharmacies, or primary care 
providers.

Dr. Thomas Frieden, a former 
CDC director, said that, in theory, 
shifting responsibility for ongoing 
covid immunization from govern-
ment-sponsored clinics to indi-

vidual providers might seem logi-
cal, given the privatized design of 
U.S. health care. In reality, Frieden 
said, that approach is not working 
because “our primary health care 
system is life-threateningly ane-
mic” and not set up to readily take 
on a public health mission.

Most health care providers 
don’t have the technology to se-
curely track which patients have 
been vaccinated and schedule fol-
low-up shots, Frieden said. Nor are 
there financial incentives for doc-
tors to get their patients vaccinated 
and boosted.

Even before the pandemic, 28% 
of Americans didn’t have a regular 
source of medical care.

Grabowski said nursing homes 
in particular need more support. 
Although fewer than 1% of Amer-
icans live in nursing homes or as-
sisted living facilities, they repre-
sent more than 20% of covid deaths. 
He would like the Biden admin-
istration to resume coordinating 
booster delivery at nursing homes 
through mass vaccination efforts. 
“I would have these centralized 
clinics go back to get residents 
and staff boosted all at once,” 
Grabowski said. “That strikes me as 
a no-brainer.”

The Biden administration has 
touted its continuing efforts to vac-

cinate older people. For example, 
the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services has sent quality im-
provement teams to advise nursing 
homes with low vaccination rates. 
The Medicare program has mailed 
letters to all 63 million beneficiaries 
to encourage them to get boosters 
and has sent millions of emails and 
text message reminders.

Still, many health advocates 
agree that the country has lost the 
momentum it had during the first 
months of the covid vaccination 
campaign.

“There doesn’t seem to be the 
urgency that we saw with the initial 
shots,” said Lori Smetanka, execu-
tive director of the National Con-
sumer Voice for Quality Long-Term 
Care, an advocacy group.

Some researchers attributed 
the slowdown to the initial dis-
agreement among health lead-
ers over the value of boosters, 
followed by a staggered rollout. 
Boosters were approved in stages 
for different age groups, without 
the fanfare that typically comes 
with a single major policy change. 
The CDC recommended booster 
shots for people with weakened 
immune systems in August; then 
for older people in October; for all 
adults in November; and for kids 12 
and up in January.

In addition, although advertise-
ments for vaccines seemed to be 
everywhere a year ago, govern-
ment agencies have been less vo-
cal about encouraging boosters. “I 
felt like we were all getting hit over 
the head originally and all roads led 
to vaccines,” Grabowski said. “Now, 
you have to find your own way.”

For many older people, the bar-
riers that can make private health 
care difficult to access in non-pan-
demic times also exist for boost-
ers. For example, many seniors 
prefer to walk in to receive a vacci-
nation, without an appointment, or 
to make appointments by phone, 
even as pharmacies increasingly 
turn to online-only scheduling that 
requires customers to navigate a 
multilayered system. Some seniors 
also lack ready transportation, a 
sometimes-towering obstacle in 
rural areas where health clinics can 
be 20 to 30 miles apart.

“If people have to take two bus-
es or take time off from work or 
caregiving for their family, people 
are less likely to be vaccinated,” 
Smetanka said.

Dr. LaTasha Perkins, a family 
physician in Washington, D.C., said 
she has worked hard to persuade 
her family in Mississippi to get vac-
cinated. Her grandmother agreed 
to get her first shots in the fall, just 
as the CDC approved boosters for 
all adults.

“We finally got to a place where 
we got people to get two shots, 
and then we said, ‘Oh, by the way, 
you need a third one,’” said Per-
kins. “That was jarring for a lot of 
communities. They would say, ‘You 
convinced me to buy in, and now 
you’re saying that two shots aren’t 
good enough.’”

Although national leadership is 
important, Perkins said, local con-
nections can be more powerful. 
Perkins has given talks about vac-
cines at her church. Congregants 
are more likely to trust her medi-
cal advice, she said, because she’s 
a tithing member whom they see 
every Sunday.

Some communities have done 
a better job of overcoming reluc-
tance than others. Minnesota has 
boosted 83% of vaccinated resi-
dents ages 65 and older, a larger 
share than in any other state, ac-
cording to the CDC.

Minnesota’s Dakota County has 
boosted a greater percentage of 
vaccinated people 65 and older 
than any other U.S. county with at 
least 50,000 seniors, according to 
a KHN analysis of CDC data.

Christine Lees, an epidemiolo-
gist and public health supervisor 
for Dakota County, said her de-
partment hired an agency to pro-
vide booster shots to residents 

and staffers in nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities. The health 
department runs vaccine clinics at 
lunchtime and some evenings to 
accommodate working people.

The department drew on mon-
ey from the federal Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security, 
or CARES, Act to purchase a mo-
bile vaccine clinic to bring boost-
ers into neighborhoods and mobile 
home parks. “We ran it all last sum-
mer, and we’ve started it back up 
again,” Lees said. “We went to food 
shelters and libraries. We went out 
at least once a week to keep those 
numbers high.”

Community health workers 
paved the way for vaccine clinics 
by visiting residents in advance and 
answering questions, Lees said.

Dakota County also used funds 
from the American Rescue Plan 
Act to provide $50 incentives to 
people receiving initial vaccines 
and boosters, Lees said. The in-
centives “were really important for 
people who might have to pay a lit-
tle extra to travel to a vaccine site,” 
Lees said.

Topol, at Scripps, said it’s not 
too late for federal leaders to look 
at what’s working — and not — and 
to relaunch the booster effort.   

“It will be hard to reboot now. 
But an aggressive, all-out cam-
paign for seniors — whatever it 
takes — is certainly indicated,” To-
pol said. “These people are the sit-
ting ducks.”

Liz Szabo is a Senior 
Correspondent with Kaiser 

Health News. Phillip Reese, an 
assistant professor of journalism 

at California State University-
Sacramento, contributed to this 
report. Kaiser Health News is a 

nonprofit news service covering 
health issues. It is an editorially 

independent program of the 
Kaiser Family Foundation, which 

is not affiliated with Kaiser 
Permanente.
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capitalist” marketplace is off lim-
its to the government. And even 
for types of personal information, 
like cell phone location data, that 
courts have said police can only 
force companies to turn over with 
a warrant, government agencies 
are sidestepping the warrant re-
quirement by paying to access 
sensitive information instead of 
going to a judge.

In response to these profound 
transformations, civil rights advo-
cates have pushed for consumer 
privacy protections to give people 
control over their personal infor-
mation. In Illinois, civil rights advo-
cates successfully fought for con-
sumer privacy protections to limit 
what kinds of information compa-
nies can collect about us and the 
ways they can share and use these 
data. The American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) is working across the 
nation to introduce state legislation 
to prevent law enforcement from 
making overly broad requests to 
try to identify everyone who visited 
visited a particular location (such as 
an abortion clinic) or searched on-
line for particular keywords (such 
as abortion care). In Massachu-
setts, the abortion rights coalition 
is calling on the state legislature to 
pass a law to prevent the sale and 
trade of cell phone location data, 
which can be used to track who 
visits a reproductive health clinic.

We have also fought and will 
continue to fight for statutes and 
court rulings requiring police to get 
warrants before using invasive dig-
ital surveillance techniques like cell 
phone location tracking or making 
demands for our digital papers like 
emails and private web chats. And 

in some important cases, we have 
won these protections.

But the criminalization of abor-
tion shines a glaring and unkind 
light on a bleak reality: Even war-
rant protections will not stop inva-
sive digital surveillance of people 
seeking or providing abortions if 
doing so is a crime. That’s because 
if police can demonstrate probable 
cause that a person has committed 
or will commit a crime, they can 
obtain a search warrant allowing a 
search of someone’s most private 
information — the contents of our 
emails and text messages, our lo-
cation history, the photos and pri-
vate chats on our cell phone, and 
more. As what is considered crim-
inal activity expands to include 
seeking and providing essential 
health care, privacy activists and 
lawmakers must likewise shift our 
approach.

In some cases, police should be 
prevented from acquiring or using 
particularly invasive technologies 
and techniques even with a war-
rant. In others, legislatures must 
impose strict limitations on their 
use, restricting surveillance war-
rants to only the most serious kinds 
of criminal investigations, exclud-
ing investigations related to sexual 
health. States that seek to preserve 
access to abortion should take ex-
treme care to protect information 
created or maintained in their ju-
risdictions from being disclosed 
to out of state officials investigat-
ing sexual health related matters. 
Technology companies should 
change their internal policies and 
procedures to ensure that they 
notify their users of all govern-
ment requests for their data be-

fore turning anything over unless a 
court order bars them from doing 
so, giving people a chance to fight 
back against surveillance aimed at 
their personal health information. 
And state legislators should enact 
strong laws ending nonconsen-
sual collection and sale of sensi-
tive information like location and 
biometric data, give people more 
control over how their personal in-
formation is collected and used by 
private companies, and outlaw the 
use of search word and geofenc-
ing warrants, which allow police to 
conduct dragnet surveillance.

Unfortunately, it’s not likely that 

the states that adopt abortion bans 
will be amenable to restricting law 
enforcement’s ability to use digi-
tal surveillance to investigate and 
prosecute crimes related to bodily 
autonomy. That means that while 
we build the political power we 
need to defend our ability to con-
trol if and when to have a child, it’ll 
be up to each of us to protect our-
selves and each other.

The fact that we are about to 
take one of the biggest strides 
backwards in our country’s history 
should serve as a reminder to us all 
that we should never accept living 
in a surveillance society, no matter 

what technology is used to carry it 
out. Privacy sits at the heart of de-
mocracy, and we must fight like 
hell to ensure its relevance in 2022 
and the decades to come.

Kade Crockford is the Director 
of the American Civil Liberties 

Union of Massachusetts 
Technology for Liberty Project. 

Nathan Freed Wessler is the 
Deputy Director, American Civil 
Liberties Union Speech, Privacy, 

and Technology Project.
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En general, menos de la mitad 
de los estadounidenses elegibles 
de todas las edades han recibido 
un refuerzo.

La discrepancia para las per-
sonas mayores probablemente 
se deba a cambios en la forma en 
que el gobierno federal distribuyó 
las vacunas, dijo David Grabowski, 
profesor de política de atención 
médica en la Escuela de Medicina 
de Harvard.

Aunque la administración Biden 
coordinó la entrega de vacunas a 
hogares de adultos mayores, es-
tadios de fútbol y otros lugares 
específicos a principios del año 
pasado, el gobierno federal ha 
desempeñado un papel mucho 
menos central en la entrega de re-
fuerzos, remarcó Grabowski.

Hoy en día, los hogares de adul-
tos mayores son en gran parte re-
sponsables de ofrecer los refuer-
zos a sus residentes, y dependen 
de las farmacias que tradicional-
mente contratan para administrar 
las vacunas contra la gripe, dijo 
Grabowski. Y fuera de los hogares, 
las personas generalmente deben 
encontrar sus propios refuerzos, ya 
sea a través de clínicas, farmacias 
locales o proveedores de atención 
primaria.

El doctor Thomas Frieden, ex 
director de los CDC, dijo que, en 
teoría, redireccionar la respons-
abilidad de la inmunización contra 
covid de las clínicas patrocinadas 
por el gobierno a los proveedores 
individuales podría parecer lógi-
co, dado el diseño privatizado de 
la atención médica de los Estados 
Unidos.

Pero, en realidad, dijo Frieden, 
ese enfoque no está funcionan-
do porque “nuestro sistema de 
atención primaria de salud no está 
configurado para asumir fácilmente 
una misión de salud pública”.

La mayoría de los proveedores 
de atención médica no tienen la 
tecnología para rastrear de mane-
ra segura qué pacientes han sido 
vacunados, y programar dosis de 
seguimiento, dijo Frieden. Tampo-
co hay incentivos financieros para 
que los médicos vacunen y ad-
ministren refuerzos a sus pacien-
tes. Incluso antes de la pandemia, 

el 28 % de los estadounidenses no 
contaba con una fuente regular de 
atención médica.

Grabowski dijo que los hoga-
res de adultos mayores en partic-
ular necesitan más apoyo. Aunque 
menos del 1% de los estadoun-
idenses vive en hogares o centros 
de vida asistida, representan más 
del 20% de las muertes por covid.

El experto dijo que le gustaría 
que la administración Biden re-
tomara la coordinación de la en-
trega de refuerzos en los hogares 
a través de los esfuerzos de va-
cunación masiva. “Haría que estas 
clínicas centralizadas volvieran a 
administrar refuerzos a los resi-
dentes y al personal a la vez”, dijo 
Grabowski. “Parece algo obvio”.

La administración Biden ha pro-
mocionado sus continuos esfuer-
zos para vacunar a las personas 
mayores. Por ejemplo, los Centros 
de Servicios de Medicare y Medic-
aid (CMS) han enviado equipos de 
mejora de la calidad para asesorar 
a los hogares con bajas tasas de 
vacunación.

El programa Medicare ha envia-
do cartas por correo a los 63 mil-
lones de beneficiarios para alen-
tarlos a recibir los refuerzos, y ha 
enviado millones de recordatorios 
en correos electrónicos y men-
sajes de texto. Aún así, muchos 
defensores de salud coinciden en 
que el país ha perdido el impul-
so que tuvo durante los primeros 
meses de la campaña de vacu-
nación contra covid.

“No parece haber la urgencia 
que vimos con las dosis iniciales”, 
dijo Lori Smetanka, directora ejec-
utiva de National Consumer Voice 
for Quality Long-Term Care, un 
grupo de defensa.

Algunos investigadores atribuy-
eron esta desaceleración al desac-
uerdo inicial entre los líderes de sa-
lud sobre el valor de los refuerzos, 
seguido de una implementación 
escalonada. Los refuerzos se apro-
baron en etapas para diferentes 
grupos de edad, sin la fanfarria que 
normalmente viene con un solo 
cambio de política importante.

Los CDC recomendaron vacu-
nas de refuerzo para personas con 
sistemas inmunes debilitados en 

agosto; luego para las personas 
mayores en octubre; para todos los 
adultos en noviembre; y para niños 
de 12 años en adelante en enero. 
Además, aunque los anuncios de 
vacunas parecían estar en todas 
partes hace un año, las agencias 
gubernamentales han sido menos 
expresivas a la hora de alentar las 
dosis de refuerzo.

“Sentía que éramos bom-
bardeados con avisos, y que todos 
los caminos conducían a las vacu-
nas”, dijo Grabowski. “Ahora, tienes 
que encontrar tu propio camino”.

Para muchas personas may-
ores, las barreras que pueden difi-
cultar el acceso a la atención médi-
ca privada en tiempos normales 
también existen para los refuerzos. 
Por ejemplo, muchos adultos may-
ores prefieren recibir una vacuna 
sin una cita, o hacer citas por telé-
fono, incluso cuando las farmacias 
usan cada vez más las citas por in-
ternet, que requieren saber cómo 
navegar un sitio.

Algunas personas mayores no 
tienen transporte, un obstácu-
lo grande particularmente en las 
áreas rurales en donde las clínicas 
de salud pueden estar a 20 o 30 
millas de distancia. “Si las personas 
tienen que tomar dos autobuses o 
tomarse un tiempo libre del traba-
jo, o cuidar a su familia, es menos 
probable que se vacunen”, dijo 
Smetanka.

La doctora LaTasha Perkins, 
médica de familia en Washington, 
D.C., dijo que ha trabajado ardua-
mente para persuadir a su familia 
en Mississippi de que se vacunen. 
Su abuela accedió a recibir sus pri-
meras vacunas en el otoño, justo 
cuando los CDC aprobaron refuer-
zos para todos los adultos. “Final-
mente logramos que la gente re-
cibiera dos inyecciones, y luego 
dijimos: ‘Oh, por cierto, necesitas 
una tercera’”, dijo Perkins. “Eso fue 
confuso para muchas comuni-
dades”.

Agregó que, aunque el lider-
azgo nacional es importante, las 
conexiones locales pueden ser 
más poderosas. Perkins ha dado 
charlas sobre vacunas en su iglesia. 
Es más probable que los feligreses 
confíen en su consejo médico, dijo, 

porque es un miembro a la que 
ven todos los domingos.

Algunas comunidades han 
hecho un mejor trabajo para su-
perar la renuencia que otras. Min-
nesota ha administrado refuerzos 
al 83% de los residentes vacunados 
de 65 años o más, una proporción 
mayor que en cualquier otro esta-
do, según los CDC.

El condado de Dakota en Min-
nesota ha administrado refuerzos a 
un mayor porcentaje de personas 
vacunadas de 65 años o más que 
cualquier otro condado del país, 
al menos 50,000 adultos mayores, 
según un análisis de KHN de los 
datos de los CDC.

Christine Lees, epidemiólo-
ga y supervisora ​​de salud pública 
del condado de Dakota, dijo que 
su departamento contrató a una 
agencia para proporcionar vacu-
nas de refuerzo a los residentes y 
al personal de hogares y centros 
de vida asistida. El departamento 
de salud tiene clínicas de vacu-
nación a la hora del almuerzo y al-
gunas noches facilitar el acceso a 
los que trabajan.

El departamento utilizó dine-
ro del Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES), para 
comprar una clínica móvil de va-
cunas para llevar refuerzos a los 
vecindarios y parques de casas 
móviles. “Lo ejecutamos durante 
todo el verano pasado y lo volvi-
mos a poner en marcha”, dijo Lees.

“Fuimos a albergues y biblio-
tecas. Salíamos al menos una vez 
a la semana para mantener esos 
números altos”. Los trabajadores 
de salud comunitarios allanaron el 
camino para las clínicas de vacu-
nas al visitar a los residentes con 
anticipación y responder pregun-
tas, dijo Lees. El condado también 
usó fondos del American Rescue 
Plan Act para brindar incentivos de 
$50 a las personas que recibían las 
vacunas iniciales y los refuerzos, 
dijo Lees.

Estos incentivos “fueron real-
mente importantes para las per-
sonas que podrían tener que pa-
gar un poco más para viajar a un 
sitio de vacunación”, dijo Lees. To-
pol, de Scripps, dijo que no es de-
masiado tarde para que los líderes 

federales analicen lo que funciona 
y lo que no, y relanzar el esfuerzo 
para que más gente reciba los re-
fuerzos.

“Será difícil reiniciar ahora. Pero 
una campaña agresiva y total para 
las personas mayores, cueste lo 
que cueste, sería lo correcto”, dijo 
Topol. “Estas personas son las más 
frágiles”.

Liz Szabo es corresponsal sénior 

de Kaiser Health News. Phillip 

Reese, profesor asistente de 

periodismo en la Universidad 

Estatal de California-Sacramento, 

contribuyó con esta historia. 

Esta historia fue producida por 

Kaiser Health News, un programa 

editorialmente independiente de 

la Kaiser Family Foundation que 

no está relacionado con Kaiser 

Permanente.
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Scams

support resources, evacuation 
assistance, and food vouchers 
contact New México Highlands 
University at nmhu.edu/her-
mit/#support.

If you need support identifying 
shelter or other resources, you can 
call the state fire resource hotline 
at 1-800-432-2080, Option #4. 

The New México Department 
of Homeland Security & Emer-
gency Management website is the 
central source for the latest infor-
mation on the 2022 wildfires in-
cluding information on Ready. Set. 
Go., evacuation centers, agricultur-
al & livestock resources and oth-
er information regarding the fires: 
nmdhsem.org/2022-wildfires.

If you believe you or a loved one 
has become a victim of a scam or 
identity theft, report it immediate-
ly to your local law enforcement 
or contact the New México Office 
of the Attorney General by calling 
1-844-255-9210 or file a complaint 
online at nmag.gov/file-a-com-
plaint.aspx.

For More New México News: 
ELSEMANARIO.US
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que ocurrirá cuando se reabran las 
fronteras”, afirma. “La gente lleva 
dos años llegando a la frontera y 
esperando, pero no hay suficien-
tes plazas para que la gente llegue 
aquí”. 

La semana pasada, siete per-
sonas llegaron a Casa Carmelita, 
todas ellas procedentes de Cen-
troamérica y Sudamérica. Una mu-

jer transgénero, recién llegada, que 
no quiso ser nombrada porque aún 
tiene miedo a la persecución, dejó 
su hogar en Oaxaca hace 19 años. 
Dice que se fue no sólo porque su 
familia vivía en la pobreza, en parte 
debido a la discriminación laboral 
a la que se enfrentaba como mu-
jer trans, sino porque fue agredida 
sexualmente por su padrastro y su 

tío. Su madre la instó a marcharse, 
dice, cuando su amiga, otra mujer 
transexual, fue encontrada des-
cuartizada en su pueblo.

“Ahora me siento libre de estar 
aquí. Todavía no conozco este lu-
gar, pero pronto lo haré”, dice. “Qui-
ero trabajar, tener una vida mejor 
y conseguir los medicamentos 
que necesito para tratar mi VIH. 

Pero echo mucho de menos a mi 
madre”. 

Las lágrimas llenan sus ojos. 
Dice que está en Casa Carmelita 
sólo el tiempo necesario para con-
seguir su billete de autobús para el 
estado de Washington, donde vi-
virá con su amiga. Está deseando 
tener cualquier trabajo que pueda 
encontrar, y “despertarse sin mie-
do”.

Correa dice que el reciente fallo 
para continuar con el Título 42 no 
cambia sus procesos de trabajo, 
pero incluso en la última semana, 
dijo que la Patrulla de Aduanas y 
Fronteras ha estado procesando 
más solicitantes de asilo LGBTQ 
de lo que ella y su equipo pueden 
manejar. Aunque se alegra de que 
el equipo al menos entienda el 
proceso de asilo actual para sus 
clientes, se están quedando sin 
dinero y espacio para ayudar a las 
personas que llegan a su refugio.  

“Ahora estamos por encima de 
nuestra capacidad”, dice, pero hará 
todo lo posible para aceptar a to-
dos los solicitantes de asilo que se 
acerquen a ella.

El Secretario de Seguridad Na-
cional, Alejandro Mayorkas, con-
firmó en un comunicado el mes 
pasado que el departamento 
volverá a seguir los procedimien-
tos de asilo estándar una vez que 
el Título 42 termine. 

En virtud de esa política migra-

toria, las personas pueden pedir 
asilo en Estados Unidos alegando 
un temor creíble de persecución 
o violencia en su país de origen. 
Los solicitantes de asilo seguirían 
teniendo que esperar en México 
hasta que se decidan sus solici-
tudes, resultado de otra política del 
mandato de Trump que la adminis-
tración Biden ha mantenido en vig-
or por orden judicial.

Estas políticas se nutren de una 
historia xenófoba que culpa a los 
recién llegados de las enferme-
dades y otros problemas sociales 
y económicos, dice el profesor 
Moya. “Es casi la historia que se 
repite, sobre cómo la gente tradi-
cionalmente ve a los inmigrantes y 
a los migrantes como la amenaza. 
Tenemos que darnos cuenta de 
que ninguna enfermedad, virus o 
bacteria sabe cuál es el norte, el 
sur, el este y el oeste”.

Yasmin Kahn es reportera en 
Nuevo Mexico. Este artículo 

ha sido publicado por Source 
New Mexico bajo una licencia 

Creative Commons.

Traducido por Juan Carlos 
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El 

Semanario.
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The Casa Carmelita shelter in El Paso is just a few yards from the U.S.-Mexico border. / El refugio Casa Carmelita de El Paso está a pocos 
metros de la frontera entre Estados Unidos y México.

in asylum-seekers with the limited 
resources they have once the bor-
der does open.

“Title 42 has created a human-
itarian crisis, because a lot of us 
have thought about what will hap-
pen when the borders reopen,” she 
says. “People have been arriving at 
the border for two years and wait-
ing, but there aren’t enough places 
for people to arrive here.” 

Last week, seven people made 
it to Casa Carmelita, all from Cen-
tral and South América. One trans-
gender woman, a new arrival who 
did not want to be named because 
she is still afraid of persecution, left 
her home in Oaxaca 19 years ago. 
She says she left not only because 
her family was living in poverty in 
part because of the job discrimi-
nation she faced as a transwom-
an, but because she was sexually 
assaulted by her stepfather and 
her uncle. Her mother urged her 
to leave, she says, when her friend, 
another transgender woman, was 
found dismembered in their vil-
lage.

“I feel free to be here now. I don’t 
know this place yet, but I will soon,” 
she says. “I want to work, to have 
a better life, and to get the medi-

cines I need to treat my HIV. But I 
miss my mother so much.” 

Tears fill her eyes. She says 
she is at Casa Carmelita just long 
enough to get her bus ticket to 
Washington State, where she will 
live with her friend. She is looking 
forward to having any job she can 
find, and “waking up without fear.”

Correa says the recent rul-
ing to continue Title 42 doesn’t 
change their work processes, but 
even in the last week, she said 
Customs and Border Patrol has 
been processing more LGBTQ 
asylum-seekers than she and her 
team can handle. Although she is 
glad that the crew at least under-
stands the current asylum process 
for their clients, they are running 
out of money and space to help 
people coming to their shelter.  

“We are beyond our capacity 
now,” she says, but she will do ev-
erything she can to accept every 
asylum-seeker who reaches out 
to her.

Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas confirmed in a 
statement last month that the de-
partment will revert to following 
the standard asylum procedures 
once Title 42 ends. 

Under that migration policy, 
people can ask for asylum in the 
U.S., citing a credible fear of per-
secution or violence in their home 
country. Asylum-seekers would 
still need to wait in Mexico until 
their claims are decided, the re-
sult of another policy from Trump’s 
term that the Biden administration 
has kept in place under court order.

These policies draw from a 
xenophobic history that blames 
newcomers for disease and oth-
er social and economic problems, 
Professor Moya says. “It’s almost 
history repeating itself, on how 
people traditionally look to immi-
grants and migrants as the threat. 
We all have to realize that no dis-
ease or virus or bacteria knows 

which way is north, south, east 
and west.”

Yasmin Khan is a Journalist in New 

México. This article is republished 

from Source New Mexico under a 

Creative Commons license.
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El patio trasero del refugio para inmigrantes Casa Carmelita, en El Paso (Texas), tiene bicicletas, murales y una mesa de picnic. / The 
back patio of the migrant shelter Casa Carmelita in El Paso, Texas, has bikes, murals and a picnic table. 
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“
“These kids are growing 

up in a time when 
climate change is 

happening right now.” 

 Chrissy Esposito, 
Colorado Health Institute

extreme heat during late spring 
and summer was associated with 
more emergency department vis-

its by children and adolescents. 
In fact, 12% of these hospital vis-
its, which included heat-related 
illness and morbidities, could be 
attributed to higher temperatures.  

Colorado doesn’t have clear 
data on kids’ emergency depart-
ment visits due to heat, but there 
don’t seem to be many children 
going to the hospital for this rea-
son, said Lalit Bajaj, MD, an emer-
gency medicine physician and 
chief quality and outcomes officer 

at Children’s Hospital Colorado. 
This is likely because, unlike states 
like Texas or Louisiana, Colorado’s 
climate is much more arid. 

Humidity puts people at a far 
greater risk of heat-related illness 
because it makes it harder for 
sweat to evaporate, which keeps 
the body from cooling, said Ba-
jaj. According to the Mayo Clinic, 
a high heat index—a measure of 
both actual temperature and hu-
midity—increases people’s sen-
sitivity to heat. Thus, 85 degrees 
Fahrenheit in Colorado feels very 
different than 85 degrees in Texas.  

This isn’t to say that heat-relat-
ed illnesses don’t happen in Col-
orado. Across the state, the rate 
of heat-related emergency de-
partment visits is 5.2 per 100,000 
people, and some southeastern 
Colorado counties have a much 
higher rate. Prowers County, for ex-
ample, saw a rate of 33 people per 
100,000 in 2020.  

Beyond the documented harms 
of poor air quality, much more re-

search is needed on how children 
are impacted by climate change, 
said Esposito: “These kids are 
growing up in a time when climate 
change is happening right now.”  

Yet in more than half of Colora-
do’s 64 counties, local government 
and public health agencies have 
not developed plans to address 
climate change, according to a re-
port on health and climate by the 
Colorado Health Institute. 

“A lot of plans tend to be in rich 
counties and rich cities,” said Es-
posito, who was a co-author on the 
institute’s report. “We don’t want 
to just say, ‘Yuma County doesn’t 
have a plan.’ Well, Yuma County 
doesn’t have the resources or the 
infrastructure to create a plan or 
sustain it.” In 2021, the average in-
come per person in Yuma County, 
which is in northeastern Colorado 
on the border of Kansas and Ne-
braska, was $28,791, compared to 
a statewide average of $39,545.  

Some local governments in 
more affluent areas have taken 

action. Carbondale’s Climate En-
ergy Action Plan, created in 2017, 
outlines goals and specific actions 
to transition the city’s energy use 
away from coal-fired power plants 
and toward renewable energy. The 
mountain town of Telluride is also 
working to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and reach carbon neu-
trality. 

There has also been movement 
on a statewide level in addition to 
the proposed package of environ-
mental bills for 2022. Last year, Po-
lis signed a new climate-change 
bill into law that strengthened reg-
ulations on greenhouse gas emis-
sions, particularly for electricity, oil 
and gas, and other industrial sec-
tors. The bill also calls for emis-
sion cuts and pollution reduction in 
“disproportionally impacted com-
munities” where there are higher 
percentages of low-income peo-
ple and people of color. 

Nevertheless, that law doesn’t 
include the aggressive regulations 
that some Democratic lawmakers 

and conservationists wanted. Re-
ports indicate that Colorado will 
still fall drastically short of its emis-
sions goals without more ambi-
tious tactics and strategies. 

A lot more still needs to be done 
to protect Colorado kids as climate 
change progresses, advocates say.  

“Just as those before fought 
for survival and justice, I fight for 
a healthy future for the next sev-
en generations,” Shaina Oliver, an 
Indigenous mother of six in Den-
ver and coordinator of the Moms 
Clean Air Force of Colorado, said 
at the March meeting on air pollu-
tion at the Capitol. “The next gen-
erations are dependent on our 
strength today.” 

Helen Santoro is a Freelance 

Journalist in Gunnison, Colo. This 

article was produced by Collective 

Colorado, an initiative of The 

Colorado Trust. Reproduced with 

permission of The Colorado Trust. 
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Children

ability to do what they want in life.
“If we allow this to continue, we 

are almost resigned to it. We allow 
it to be OK,” Cadena said. “That’s 
unacceptable.”

The foundation found students 
who never went to college heard 
early in their lives that they didn’t 
have the money to go. No one told 
them that they could thrive aca-
demically. The report compiled by 
the foundation said many respon-
dents felt that going to college 
was not something that they could 
achieve.

Those who never finished col-
lege often made decisions based 
on bad advice from an early age, 
the report found. Some attend-
ed schools far from home, didn’t 
connect to the campus commu-
nity, and didn’t get the information, 
money, or mental health services 
they needed to finish school.

Hispanic men who did gradu-
ate reported having family support. 
Or they decided to continue with 
college despite the costs, and had 
teachers or mentors who saw their 
potential. They benefited from en-
couragement from an early age.

Cadena said respondents knew 
that college provided access to a 
better life. 

Those who went to college talk-
ed about expanding their network 
and job prospects. Those who nev-
er went to college said they want 
to push their kids to attend to have 
more opportunities. That group 
predominantly became entrepre-
neurs in labor-intensive jobs, but at 
a cost to their body and their time.

Cadena said the fact that all 
groups recognize the value of col-
lege argues for offering help tai-
lored to individuals. He said the 
survey indicated the possibility of 
lifting people out of their norms.

“There was an acknowledg-
ment that college breaks cycles,” 
Cadena said, “and it breaks gener-
ational cycles.”

Jason Gonzales is a Reporter 
with Chalkbeat Colorado. 

Chalkbeat Colorado partners 
with Open Campus on higher 

education coverage. 

For More Colorado News: 
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La lucha por lograr que los 
varones hispanos vayan a la uni-
versidad es un importante tema 
para el estado. 

Aproximadamente dos de cada 
cinco varones hispanos que se 
gradúan de una secundaria de Col-
orado irán a la universidad. Una vez 
en la universidad, la mayoría no se 
gradúa. En las universidades públi-
cas de Colorado con programas de 
cuatro años, solo se gradúa un 41% 
de los hombres hispanos. En las 
universidades comunitarias más 
pequeñas, se gradúa menos de 
una tercera parte.

Estas cifras determinan las 
grandes brechas en Colorado de 
quién tiene una educación universi-
taria y quién no. Aproximadamente 
un 61% de todos los residentes de 
Colorado tienen una credencial 
universitaria, en comparación con 
solo una cuarta parte de los resi-
dentes hispanos.

Cadena dijo que es necesario 
resolver ese problema, especial-
mente porque 1 de cada 5 resi-
dentes de Colorado se identifica 
como hispano. 

Cadena agregó que lograr que 
más varones hispanos vayan a la 
universidad es un asunto de opor-
tunidad y libertad para ellos individ-
ualmente y para sus familias. Esto 
rompe los ciclos de pobreza gen-
eracional. Se han hecho estudios 
que demuestran que las personas 
con educación universitaria tienen 
mejor acceso a atención médica. 
Los residentes que tienen un gra-
do universitario también tienen un 
mayor potencial de ingresos y más 

habilidad para hacer lo que quieren 
en su vida.

“Si permitimos que esto con-
tinúe, es como si nos resignáramos 
a ello. Estamos diciendo que eso 
está bien”, dijo Cadena. “Eso es in-
aceptable”.

La fundación encontró que los 
estudiantes que nunca fueron a la 
universidad escucharon en algún 
momento de su niñez que no ten-
drían dinero suficiente para eso. 
Nadie les dijo que un buen desem-
peño académico les podía ayu-
dar. El informe compilado por la 
fundación dijo que muchos de los 
encuestados sintieron que ir a la 
universidad no era algo que ellos 
podían lograr.

Los que nunca terminaron 
su carrera con frecuencia toma-
ron decisiones basadas en malos 
consejos recibidos desde la niñez, 
según el informe. Algunos fueron a 
universidades lejos del hogar, nun-
ca se conectaron a la comunidad 
universitaria, y no recibieron la in-
formación, o los servicios de salud 
mental necesarios para terminar la 
carrera.

Los varones hispanos que sí se 
graduaron reportaron haber conta-
do con apoyo de la familia. O que 
decidieron continuar la universidad 
a pesar de los costos, y tuvieron 
profesores o mentores que vieron 
su potencial. Esos estudiantes tu-
vieron el beneficio de haber sido 
alentados desde temprana edad.

Cadena dijo que los encuesta-
dos sabían que la universidad les 
daría acceso a una mejor vida. 

Los que fueron a la universidad 

hablaron de expandir su red de 
colaboración y sus prospectos de 
empleo. Los que nunca asistieron 
a la universidad dijeron que harán 
lo posible para que sus hijos vayan 
para así tener más oportunidades. 
Ese grupo predominantemente se 
convirtió en empresarios con tra-
bajos de esfuerzo intenso, pero a 
un costo para su salud y su tiempo.

Cadena dijo que el hecho de 
que todos los grupos reconocen el 
valor de una educación universitar-
ia amerita que se les ofrezca ayu-
da personalizada a los estudiantes. 
También dijo que la encuesta in-
dicó la posibilidad de sacar a las 
personas de sus normas.

“Hubo un reconocimiento de 
que la universidad rompe ciclos,” 
dijo Cadena,  “y rompe ciclos gen-
eracionales.”

Jason Gonzales es reportero de 
Chalkbeat Colorado. Chalkbeat 
Colorado colabora con Open 

Campus en periodismo sobre el 
tema de educación superior. 

Para Noticias de Colorado: 
ELSEMANARIO.US
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por ejemplo, casi un 25 por ciento 
de los niños viven por debajo del 
nivel de la pobreza, según datos 
reunidos por la Encuesta sobre la 
Comunidad Estadounidense. Un 
promedio de más del 23 por ciento 
de los habitantes en la Región 6 de 
las Estadísticas de la Salud en Col-
orado (la cual incluye los condados 
de Baca, Bent, Crowley, Huerfano, 
Kiowa, Las Animas, Otero y Prow-
ers) tienen asma, en comparación 
con la más acaudalada Región 
12 (condados de Eagle, Garfield, 
Grand, Pitkin y Summit), la cual 
tiene una tasa promedio de asma 
del 16 por ciento.   

“No es un secreto que aquí, en 
Colorado, nuestro aire no es tan 
limpio como debería ser”, dijo la 
senadora estatal Julie Gonzales 
(demócrata de Denver), quien tam-
bién habló en el Capitolio el pasa-
do mes de marzo. “Con demasiada 
frecuencia, es mi comunidad—la 
gente con bajos ingresos, las per-
sonas de color—quienes pagan el 
precio”. 

Las temperaturas en aumento 
dañan más que la habilidad de un 
niño para respirar. Los niños tam-
bien absorben más calor debido 
a que sus cuerpos más pequeños 
tienen una mayor proporción en-
tre su superficie y volumen, lo cual 
causa que sean especialmente 
sensibles a la deshidratación, el 
estrés por calor y la muerte rela-
cionada con el color. También es 
más probable que sufran enfer-
medades renales, desbalance de 
electrolitos y fiebre durante epi-
sodios de calor persistente.  

En un estudio publicado en en-
ero, científicos analizaron 3.8 mil-
lones de visitas a salas de emer-
gencia en 47 hospitales infantiles 
entre 2016 y 2018. Descubrieron 
que el calor extremo a finales de la 
primavera y durante el verano es-
tuvo asociado con más visitas de 
emergencia entre los niños y ado-
lescentes. De hecho, el 12 por cien-
to de estas visitas al hospital, las 
cuales incluyeron enfermedades y 
muertes relacionadas con el calor, 
podrían atribuirse a las temperatu-
ras más altas. 

Colorado no cuenta con datos 
claros sobre las visitas infantiles a 
salas de emergencia debido al cal-
or, pero no parece haber demasi-
ados niños que visitan un hospital 
por esta razón, dijo Lalit Bajaj, doc-
tor en medicina de emergencia y 
director de calidad y resultados en 
el Hospital de Niños de Colorado. 
Esto probablemente sea así de-
bido a que el clima de Colorado, 
a diferencia del clima en estados 
como Texas o Louisiana, es mucho 
más árido. 

La humedad hace que las per-
sonas corran un riesgo mucho 

mayor de desarrollar enferme-
dades debido al calor porque di-
ficulta que el sudor se evapore, 
lo cual previene que el cuerpo se 
refresque, Bajaj dijo. Según la Clíni-
ca Mayo, un alto índice de calor o 
sensación térmica (una medida del 
efecto combinado de la tempera-
tura real y humedad) aumenta la 
sensibilidad de las personas al cal-
or. Por lo tanto, 85 grados Fahren-
heit en Colorado se sienten muy 
diferentes a 85 grados en Texas.  

Esto no significa que las enfer-
medades relacionadas con el calor 
no ocurran en Colorado. Por todo el 
estado, la tasa de visitas relaciona-
das con el calor a la sala de emer-
gencia es de 5.2 por cada 100,000 
personas, y algunos condados en 
el sudeste de Colorado tienen una 
tasa mucho mayor. Por ejemplo, 
el Condado de Prowers, tuvo una 
tasa de 33 por cada 100,000 per-
sonas en 2020.  

Más allá de los daños docu-
mentados de la mala calidad del 
aire, se necesitan muchos más 
estudios sobre cómo el cambio 
climático afecta a los niños, Es-
posito dijo: “Estos niños están cre-
ciendo en una época en la que el 
cambio climático está sucediendo 
ahora mismo”. 

Sin embargo, en más de la mit-
ad de los 64 condados de Colo-
rado, las agencias locales guber-
namentales y de salud pública 
no han desarrollado planes para 
abordar el cambio climático, según 
un informe sobre la salud y el clima 
producido por el Instituto de Salud 
de Colorado. 

“Muchos planes suelen exist-
ir en condados adinerados y ciu-
dades adineradas”, dijo Esposito, 
una de las autoras del informe del 
instituto. “No queremos decir sol-
amente: ‘el Condado de Yuma no 
tiene un plan’. Bueno, el Condado 
de Yuma no tiene los recursos ni la 
infraestructura para crear un plan y 
mantenerlo”. En 2021, los ingresos 
promedio por persona en el Con-
dado de Yuma, ubicado en el nord-
este de Colorado en la frontera con 
Kansas y Nebraska, era de $28,791, 
comparado con el promedio es-
tatal de $39,545.  

Algunos gobiernos locales en 
zonas más adineradas están im-
plementando medidas. Carbon-
dale creó un plan en 2017, Plan de 
Acción para la Energía Climática, el 
cual describe los objetivos y me-
didas específicas para que el uso 
energético de la ciudad haga la 
transición de centrales eléctricas 
de carbón a la energía renovable. 
El pueblo montañoso de Telluride 
también está trabajando para re-
ducir sus emisiones de gases de 
invernadero y alcanzar la neutrali-
dad de carbono. 

También se ha observado un 
avance a nivel estatal además del 
paquete de propuestas legislati-
vas medioambientales para 2022. 
El año pasado, Polis firmó como 
ley una nueva propuesta legislati-
va sobre el cambio climático que 
fortaleció las regulaciones de las 
emisiones de gases de inverna-
dero, especialmente en los secto-
res eléctricos, de petróleo y gas y 
otros sectores industriales. La ley 
también requiere un recorte de 
emisiones y la reducción de con-
taminación en “comunidades afec-
tadas desproporcionadamente” 
donde hay más altos porcentajes 
de personas con bajos ingresos y 
personas de color. 

Sin embargo, la ley no incluye 
las regulaciones agresivas que al-
gunos legisladores demócratas y 
ecologistas querían. Reportes in-
dican que Colorado no alcanzará 
por mucho sus objetivos de emis-
iones si no implementa tácticas y 
estrategias más atrevidas.  

Queda mucho más por hacer 
para proteger a los niños en Col-
orado conforme avanza el cambio 
climático, dicen los defensores co-
munitarios.

“Igual que aquellas personas 
lucharon antes por la superviven-
cia y justicia, yo lucho por un futuro 
saludable para las próximas siete 
generaciones”, Shaina Oliver dijo 
durante la reunión sobre la con-
taminación del aire realizada en el 
Capitolio en marzo. Oliver es una 
madre indígena con seis hijos que 
vive en Denver y coordinadora de 
la organización Moms Clean Air 
Force of Colorado. “Las próximas 
generaciones dependen de nues-
tra fortaleza el día de hoy”. 

Helen Santoro es periodista 
independiente en Gunnison, 

Colorado. Este artículo fue 
producido por Collective 

Colorado, una iniciativa de The 
Colorado Trust. Reproducido 
con permiso de The Colorado 

Trust.
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“
“Estos niños están 

creciendo en una época 
en la que el cambio 

climático está sucediendo 
ahora mismo”.

Chrissy Esposito, 
Instituto de Salud de 

Colorado

Niños

choice. These leaders are con-
tent to talk about the importance 
of better mental health services 
until the news crews get enough 
quotes and move on, and then our 
leaders return to their governing 
paralysis.

People are incensed because 
“pro-life” seems to have taken a 
backseat to pro-gun. The Nation-
al Rifle Association and Second 
Amendment absolutists wrap 
themselves in the words “right of 
the people to keep and bear arms” 
and skip over the other part about 
“a well regulated militia.”

The “solution,” in their view, is 
more guns.

Supreme Court Justice Sam-
uel Alito has recently been in the 
news with his reminder about the 
importance of what is not said in 
the Constitution. Although he was 
writing about abortion, I am sure he 
would want to remind us, too, that 
there is no language in the Second 
Amendment that mentions un-
fettered access to high-capacity 
ammo magazines or weapons that 

can fire as rapidly as a shooter can 
pull the trigger.

Yes, there is no magic solution 
that will end all mass killings. It is 
foolish to expect 100% perfection 
from every step that is proposed.

And it is even more foolish to 
do nothing, knowing full well that 
within a week or two the trage-
dy of another mass killing will visit 
another community after another 
deranged person decides to settle 
some perceived score by gunning 
down innocent people who are 
shopping for strawberries, sitting in 
a classroom, or enjoying a concert.

How much longer must we wait 
before our “leaders” actually lead 
on this problem?

Randy Evans is executive 
director of the Iowa Freedom of 

Information Council. This article 
is republished from Iowa Capital 

Dispatch under a Creative 
Commons license.
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Evans

reviewing status updates, clarify-
ing any written correspondence 
they get, understanding disaster 
recovery and eligibility, and col-
lecting and scanning info or docu-
ments needed for case files.

Still, the fastest and easiest way 
to get help is by applying at di-
sasterassistance.gov, according to 
FEMA.

Folks who can’t get to one of 
the centers in person or who do 
not have internet access can apply 
by calling 1-800-621-3362 toll-free. 
The line operates every day from 7 
a.m. to 11 p.m.

For people who don’t speak 
English or who have some other 
need that makes it difficult to ap-
ply, FEMA can provide interpreters, 
real-time captioning, and informa-
tion in alternate formats, including 
large-print, audio and electronic 
versions.

If someone uses a relay ser-
vice, such as video relay service 
(VRS), captioned telephone ser-
vice or others, you can give FEMA 
the number for that service so that 
they can communicate with them.

FEMA also has qualified Amer-
ican Sign Language interpreters, 
qualified multilingual interpreters 

and information written in multiple 
languages.

Undocumented people can still 
apply for certain kinds of assis-
tance if another adult household 
member is a citizen or if the house-
hold has a minor child who was 
born in the United States and has a 
Social Security number, according 
to FEMA.

New Mexicans who lost work as 
a result of the fires can also apply 
for Disaster Unemployment As-
sistance, the Governor’s Office an-
nounced Monday.

They can apply at evacuation 
shelters, at any Workforce Con-
nection Center across the state, 
or by calling the Unemployment 
Insurance Operations Center at 
1-877-664-6984. The center is 
open from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
weekdays. The deadline to apply 
is June 15.

Austin Fisher is a journalist with 
Source New México. This article 

is republished from Source 
New Mexico under a Creative 

Commons license.
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address issues around immigra-
tion. She was active in the 2009 
Comprehensive Immigration Re-
form and DREAM Act. She has 
since volunteered or worked on 
several pro-immigrant bills such 
as those that resulted in driver’s li-
censes for all, repeal of the “show 
me your papers” law and the Im-
migrant Legal Defense Fund.

She started at MSU Denver in 
2012 and attended for three years, 
completing all required courses. 
While at the University, she also 
became active in student govern-
ment and immigration advocacy. 
She was instrumental in estab-
lishing a third-tier tuition rate at 
MSU Denver for undocumented 
students before the passage of 
ASSET (Advancing Students for 
a Stronger Economy Tomorrow), 

which allows eligible undocu-
mented students to pay in-state 
tuition.

In 2015, with one semester left 
until graduation, she was offered 
a position on the advance team 
for U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders’ 2016 
presidential campaign. She knew 
it was something she couldn’t de-
cline, so she made the difficult de-
cision to leave MSU Denver just 
short of her degree.

“After that, I was offered many 
great positions and political op-
portunities that I couldn’t pass up,” 
Temu Otting said. One of those 
opportunities was working on Jar-
ed Polis’ gubernatorial campaign. 
Polis won and tapped Temu Otting 
to serve on the Colorado Commis-
sion on Higher Education through 
July 1, 2025.

While working on Polis’ cam-
paign, she was offered a position 
as the immigration-campaign co-
ordinator at the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Colorado, a job 
she said fulfills her life’s mission.

As the ACLU’s immigra-
tion-campaign coordinator, Temu 
Otting leads several of the orga-
nization’s immigration campaigns, 
making sure they are improving 
the lives of immigrants. Her work 
also includes making sure ACLU 
members are aware of their con-
stitutional rights and engaged with 
organizations across the state.

“There is still a lot to be done for 
immigrants and their families,” said 
Temu Otting. “Until my family can 
live without any fear of being sep-
arated, there is work for me to do, 
and I am committed to the change.”

She also got married and had 
a son during her hiatus from MSU 
Denver. She said she realized in 
2021 that she wanted to go back 
and finish her last few classes for 
her degree.

“I equate a bachelor’s degree 
to a driver’s license,” said Otting. 

“You’re going to need it at one 
point or another.” So she started by 
taking two classes in last fall while 
she was pregnant. Now, she’s one 
class away from graduating with a 
double major in Political Science 
and Anthropology and will walk at 
Commencement ceremonies this 
spring.

She says being from a 
poor background living pay-
check-to-paycheck and her zig-
zag college career give her a 
unique perspective for her role on 
the Commission on Higher Educa-
tion.

“I think my life coming from im-
migrant parents and, really, being 
a Brown woman helps me to give 
perspective to the commission,” 
she said.

Temu Otting has been im-
pressed with the Department of 
Higher Education’s commitment to 
finding solutions to problems that 
students encounter while pursuing 
their degrees.

She has a lot on her plate but 
feels she is at a special moment 
in her life where she’s absorbing 

all the knowledge she can. Next 
on her already-full schedule? 
She thinks she’ll either run for 
office or start a business. When 
House District 33 Rep. Matt Gray 
announced in April he would not 
seek reelection in the June Dem-
ocratic primary, Temu Otting 
asked the vacancy committee to 
consider her as Gray’s replace-
ment on the ballot. The commit-
tee ultimately decided on Broom-
field City Councilmember William 
Lindstedt, but it’s likely not the 
last time we’ll see Temu Otting’s 
name in Democratic circles.

Her advice to other nontradi-
tional students: “Take it at your own 
pace. Don’t stigmatize or internal-
ize any doubt you have about com-
pleting a degree at your own pace. 
Just do it.”

Jill McGranahan is a 
contributing writer for the 

Metropolitan State University of 
Denver RED. 
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safety and security of women ev-
erywhere.”

Data brokers across the country 
use a similar three-step business 
model. First, companies collect un-
told amounts of data from Ameri-
cans when they use websites and 
mobile applications, oftentimes 
without the consumer’s informed 
consent or knowledge. Second, 
data brokers scoop up that infor-
mation in bulk and repackage that 
information for sale. Third, pur-
chasers of all stripes buy the data 
for almost any purpose, reaping 
massive profits for the $200 billion 
data-broker industry.

But the senators noted that 
SafeGraph and Placer.ai’s sale of 
abortion clinic data is especially 
pernicious, even by the low stan-
dards of the largely unregulated 
data-broker market. The compa-
nies collect incredibly precise lo-
cation and time data from millions 
of Americans’ phones. The data 

can reveal where people who 
visit abortion clinics came from, 
where they go afterwards, and 
even where they live. And anyone 
can buy the companies’ data — or 
in Placer.ai’s case, access some of 
the data simply by creating a free 
account — including individuals, 
corporations, and governments 
who want to learn who is seeking 
abortion care and where they are.

The senators further called out 
the two companies for their lack-
luster responses to the public out-
cry over their data collection prac-
tices involving people who visit 
abortion clinics. Neither company 
provided any information about the 
number of people impacted, who 
accessed their data, whether their 
data removals would be perma-
nent, or other remedial practices. 

Given the grave threats to 
abortion rights and women’s and 
health care providers’ safety if Roe 
v. Wade is gutted, the senators

are calling on the two companies 
to give detailed answers to their 
questions about the companies’ 
disturbing practices by May 31, 
2022. 

In March, Senator Luján, Chair-
man of the Subcommittee on 
Communications, Media, and 
Broadband, sent a letter to internet 
service providers regarding their 
use of costumer data including lo-
cation data, and questioning their 
troubling practices of collecting, 
sharing, and profiting from Amer-
icans’ private and sensitive infor-
mation. The Senator has worked 
consistently to protect Americans’ 
privacy online by demanding 
greater transparency from the na-
tion’s top tech and telecom firms.

U.S. Senators Elizabeth Warren 
(D-Mass.); Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.); 
Patty Murray (D-Wash.), Chair of 
the Senate Health, Education, La-
bor, and Pensions Committee; Tina 
Smith (D-Minn.); Bernie Sanders 
(I-Vt.), Chair of the Senate Budget 
Committee; Ed Markey (D-Mass.); 
Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.); 
Cory Booker (D-N.J.); Amy Klobu-
char (D-Minn.), Chair of the Senate 
Rules Committee; Chris Murphy 
(D-Conn.); Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), 
Chair of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee; Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.); 
and Alex Padilla (D-Calif.), also 
joined the letter. 

For More New México News: 
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tive care or lack thereof has on a 
person’s life. 

Colorado has been a leader in 
protecting abortion access, but 
that access should not depend on 
economic circumstances. Abortion 
is never ‘elective.’ It is a fundamen-
tal right now established in Colora-
do law through the Reproductive 
Health Equity Act signed by the 
Governor.

Our elected leaders must be 
proactive with their words and 
actions, especially when millions 
of people face the reality of los-
ing their reproductive freedoms 
across the country. The Reproduc-
tive Health Equity Act is a beacon 
of hope for many other states who 
want to follow suit and do the same 
as we have — as our communi-
ty has. To say there are ‘nuances’ 
in the policy action we’re hoping 
to enact does a disservice to the 
millions of Coloradans who seek 
a leader that not only speaks up 
about protecting abortion but will 
do anything in their power to re-
move any barriers that stand in the 

way of self-affirming healthcare. 
The Colorado Reproductive 

Health, Rights, and Justice Coali-
tion (CO RJRH) is a coalition com-
mitted to moving policies that en-
sure that the rights and dignity of 
every Coloradan are protected. We 
work to reduce stigma and shift the 
dynamic of the conversation about 
reproductive health care and abor-
tion in order to push back on polit-
ically motivated attacks, normalize 
the need for reproductive health 
care, ensure respect for those who 
provide and seek abortion, and 

center the stories and needs of 
marginalized people and under-
served communities. 

CO RJRH is composed of ACLU 
of Colorado, Cobalt Advocates, 
Colorado Organization for Lati-
na Opportunity and Reproductive 
Rights (COLOR), Interfaith Alliance 
of Colorado, New Era Colorado, 
Planned Parenthood of the Rocky 
Mountains, and ProgressNow Col-
orado.

For More Colorado News: 
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sites. From the onset, the schools 
were, “designed to separate a child 
from his reservation and family, 
strip him of his tribal lore and mo-
res, force the complete abandon-
ment of his Native language, and 
prepare him for never again return-
ing to his people,” according to the 
Interior report.

If you’re looking for a more el-
oquent description of the meth-
od, here is what the Indian Affairs 
Commissioner William A. Jones 
wrote in 1902:

“The young of the wild bird, 
though born in captivity, naturally 
retains the instincts of freedom so 
strong in the parent and beats the 
bars to secure it, while after sev-
eral generations of captivity the 
young bird will return to the cage 
after a brief period of freedom. So 
with the Indian child. The first wild 
redskin placed in the school chafes 
at the loss of freedom and longs to 
return to his wildwood home. His 
offspring retains some of the habits 
acquired by the parent. These hab-
its receive fresh development in 
each successive generation, fixing 
new rules of conduct, different as-
pirations, and greater desires to be 
in touch with the dominant race.” 

By 1904, the federal govern-
ment understood the significance 
of separating families, writing in 
official documents that, “The love 
of home and the warm reciprocal 
affection existing between parents 
and children are among the stron-
gest characteristics of the Indian 
nature.”

In 1928 the Meriam Report 
looked at the condition of Native 
Americans in the U.S. and found 
that the, “main disruption to the 
Indian family and tribal relations 
had come from the Federal Indian 
boarding school system.” 

The plan worked.
Erasing the cultural identity of 

children through abuse was also 
seen in the conditions of the board-
ing schools themselves, and stud-
ies from the time show the federal 
government knew how rancid the 
environments the kids were living 
in.

Reports of living conditions at 
schools in 1896 showed, “three 
children to each bed,” at Kicka-
poo Boarding School, Kansas. At 
Rainy Mountain Boarding School in 
Oklahoma, “single beds pushed so 
closely together to preclude pas-
sage between them, and each bed 
has two or more occupants.” Nutri-
tion was nonexistent as the same 
report concluded, “the outstanding 
deficiency is in the diet furnished 
the Indian children, many of whom 
are below normal health.”

When kids stepped out of line, 
they were often whipped, some-
times at the hands of older stu-
dents, according to the report.

The 1928 Meriam Report also 
concluded that boarding schools 
were acting as de facto children la-
bor camps citing a disproportion-
ate amount of time students were 
spending doing vocational or la-
bor-intensive work instead of actu-
al schoolwork like math or reading.

Even the youngest of students 
were forced into manual labor 
such as lumbering, railroad, car-
pentering, irrigation, well-digging 
and construction.

The Interior Department in-
vestigation shared the itinerary 
of a typical school day in 1917 for 
a first grade student at a board-
ing school. It shows a required 110 
minutes learning English, then 20 
minutes of drawing, 10 minutes of 
breathing exercises that is followed 
by 240 minutes of “industrial work.” 

An example at the Mescale-
ro Boarding School in New Mex-
ico shows that in 1903 Mescalero 
Apache, “boys sawed over 70,000 
feet of lumber and 40,000 shin-
gles and made upward of 120,000 
bricks.”

When the federal government 
noticed low enrollments they went 
into communities and took chil-
dren. According to the report, “In 
1919 it was discovered that only 
2,089 of an estimated 9,613 Nava-
jo children were attending school, 
and thus the Government initiated 
a crash program of Navajo educa-
tion.”

Those children were sent to 
boarding schools without their 
parents’ consent, the Interior De-
partment said.

Church and state
The federal government also cir-
cumvented rules regarding sepa-
ration of church and state by pay-
ing schools run by churches to take 
in Native American students.

A 1908 Supreme Court ruling, 
Quick Bear v. Leupp, allowed the 
federal government to use money 
held in Indian treaties and trust ac-
counts to fund children, “induced 
or compelled to attend Indian 
boarding schools that were oper-
ated by religious institutions or or-
ganizations.”

The court said paying churches 
did not violate the Indian Appro-
priation Acts and “to forbid such 
expenditures would violate the 
free exercise clause of the First 
Amendment.”

Further expanding the church’s 
reach on tribes, the federal gov-
ernment also gave these organi-
zations land that was for Native 
Americans under treaty laws. The 
report concluded, “The basic ap-
proach of subsidizing various re-
ligious groups to operate schools 
for Indians did not come to an end 
until 1897.”

Long reach
The generational impact of board-
ing schools will be the next de-
velopment in the historic investi-
gation, but one thing is clear, the 
outcomes of the attempted geno-
cide did disrupt families and com-
munities. 

Research about boarding 
school survivors shows higher 
rates of chronic health problems 
that could be passed down to chil-
dren. “The increased trauma that 
men faced in the Indian boarding 
school system may have produced 
increased stress, which then may 
affect the biological systems of 
the body,” according to the report. 
“These stressors may then intro-
duce epigenetic alterations that 
are then transferred to their chil-
dren, also known as epigenetic in-
heritance.”

“Children of the first attendees 
of [federal Indian] boarding schools 
went on to attend, as did their 
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children, leading to an intergen-
erational pattern of cultural and 
familial disruption under direct 
and indirect support by the United 
States and non-federal entities.”

Shaun Griswold is a Senior 
Reporter with Source New 

Mexico. This article is 
republished from Source 

New Mexico under a Creative 
Commons license.
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Stanek Constructors, Inc. is soliciting bids from certified 
MBE and WBE subcontractors and suppliers for the re-bid 
of:  
City of Salida, Colorado - 2022 Pasquale Springs 
Improvements Project

Bids, current MBE/WBE certifications, and EPA DBE 
forms due: 5/23/22 by 5:00 P.M. to estimating@
stanekconstructors.com

Scopes of work and materials include but are not 
limited to: sitework, concrete, masonry, miscellaneous 
metals, rough carpentry, thermal & moisture protection, 
doors and windows, protective coatings, fire extinguisher 
cabinets, equipment, mechanical, electrical, and I&C. 
For additional information contact Karen Calabro at  
719-401-5621 or kcalabro@stanekconstructors.com

Stanek Constructors, Inc. intends to conduct negotiations 
in good faith with qualified M/WBE subcontracting 
and supplier firms and is willing to break up scopes  
of work to better fit the interests of M/WBE  
companies wishing to participate in this bid. For  
assistance with bonding, credit, or insurance, please 
contact Dustin Foss at dfoss@stanekconstructors.com  
or 303-339-2442.

Stanek Constructors, Inc. is an equal opportunity/
affirmative action employer.
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