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Immigration Also Builds Democracy

David Torres

year has passed since the at-
tempt to destroy nothing less
than the U.S. democracy. On Jan-
uary 6, 2021, the entire world wit-
nessed a mob of fanatical follow-
ers of ex-President Donald Trump
breaking into the federal Capitol
Building in Washington, D.C., in-
tent on preventing the certification
of the electoral victory of today's
leader, Joe Biden, at all costs.
Among that plethora of trai-
tors to the very freedoms this de-
mocracy bestows were those who
dared to deny both the facts and
motives of this violent and frustrat-
ed insurrection, bluntly rejecting
that Trump was the mastermind
behind this historical mess, when
everything else indicated exactly
the opposite. His responsibility—or
irresponsibility—is so evident that

It‘s hard to believe, but one

the former leader could neither
escape from justice nor the his-
torical condemnation that awaits

Let’s be clear:
immigrants have not

come to replace anyone,
but to work, and

principally to work hard

to support their families.

him. This was not a “revolutionary
act” to save the “oppressed,” like
many historic revolutions that have
changed the world, but an attempt
to safeguard the privileges of a
white supremacy that, in itself, has
been the oppressor and the dis-
criminator since the birth of this
nation.

Moreover, this state of perma-
nent denial has not served his fol-
lowers—not even a little bit—as
some of these perpetrating fanat-
ics, now whining in the face of jus-
tice, have begun to face trial. With
many more to come, as Attorney
General Merrick Garland prom-
ised.

This attack against the most
functional democracy on the plan-
et (to date) serves, on the other
hand, to illustrate a most interest-
ing dichotomy on all fronts: on one
hand, the democracy that Trump
and his followers intend on de-
stroying and, on the other, the de-
mocracy that is built and strength-
ened day after day through the
work of immigrants, especially
undocumented immigrants, even
though they cannot vote.

It's true that the vast majority of
Trump's followers still agree with
the anti-immigrant policies that
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their leader put into practice during
his administration (2016-2020), the
four most difficult years, especial-
ly for undocumented immigrants.
The racism, discrimination, and
xenophobia that emanated from
the White House during that entire
time has become an intractable
stain on that era, while also reveal-
ing that U.S. society has not been
able to overcome those anomalies,

despite the evident diversity that
has been unfolding among its in-
habitants for decades now.

This type of self-destruction—
which had its quintessence in the
attack on the Capitol last year—is
symptomatic of a part of society
that has basically everything, com-
pared to other societies around
the world and above all in com-
parison to minorities who live here,
fiercely fighting for a place in this
nation that they call home and for
which they have given everything.
Let's be clear: immigrants have not
come to replace anyone, but to
work, and principally to work hard
to support their families.

Essentially, while Trump and
his enablers were at the point of
ruining everything that the United
States has achieved, as far as the
praxis of democracy goes, caring

See Torres on page 12

La Inmigracion También Construye Democracia

David Torres

arece mentira, pero ha pas-
Pado unanoyadelintentode

destruir nada menos que
la democracia estadounidense.
Aquel 6 de enero de 2021 el mun-
do entero fue testigo de como una
turba de fanaticos seguidores del
expresidente Donald Trump ir-
rumpio en el Capitolio federal en

Washington, D.C., con la intencion
de impedir a toda costa la certifi-
cacion del triunfo electoral del ac-
tual mandatario Joe Biden.

Entre esa plétora de inadapta-
dos a las propias libertades que
concede esta democracia, hay
quienes se atreven a negar tanto
los hechos como los moviles de
la violenta y frustrada insurrec-
cion, rechazando tajantemente

Hablamos tu Idioma

lvana Fagbeman

incluso que Trump fuese la men-
te maestra detras de ese desa-
guisado historico, cuando todo
indica exactamente lo contrario.
Su responsabilidad —e irrespons-
abilidad— es tan evidente, que el
exmandatario no se podra zafar
ni de la justicia, ni de la condena
historica que le espera. Por que,
por otro lado, no se trato de una
‘gesta revolucionaria” para salvar
a los “oprimidos’, como muchas
de las revoluciones historicas que
han cambiado el mundo, sino un
intento por salvaguardar los priv-
ilegios de una supremacia blanca
que, esa si, ha sido opresora y dis-
criminatoria desde el nacimiento
de esta nacion.

Ademas, ese estado de neg-
acion permanente de nada ha
servido a sus seguidores, pues —
aunque a cuentagotas— algunos

de los fanaticos perpetradores,
ahora lloriqueando ante la justi-
cia, han empezado a ser juzgados.
Y faltan mas, como lo prometio el
fiscal general Merrick Garland.

Este atentado contra la de-
mocracia mas funcional del pla-
neta hasta el momento sirve,
por otro lado, para ilustrar una
dicotomia mas que interesante
en todos los frentes: por un lado,
la democracia que intentan de-
struir Trump y sus seguidores;
y, por otro, la democracia que
construyen y consolidan con su
trabajo dia a dia los inmigrantes,
incluyendo sobre todo a los in-
documentados, aunque estos no
puedan votar.

Es seguro que lainmensa may-
oria de seguidores de Trump aun
concuerde con las politicas an-
tiinmigrantes que su lider puso
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Y que quede claro: los
inmigrantes no han
venido a reemplazar a

nadie, sino a, trabajar,
¥y a trabajar duro para
sostener a sus familias,

en primers instancia.

en practica durante su gobierno
(2016-2020), los cuatro afnos mas
dificiles sobre todo para los indoc-
umentados: el racismo, la discrim-
inacion y la xenofobia que eman-
aron durante todo ese tiempo de
la Casa Blanca se han convertido
en una mancha inextinguible de
ese periodo, lo que por otra par-
te ha revelado que la sociedad
estadounidense no ha podido su-
perar esas anomalias, a pesar de
la evidente diversidad en que se
desarrollan sus habitantes desde
hace ya bastantes décadas.

Esta especie de autodestruc-
cion —que tuvo su quintaesencia
con el ataque al Capitolio el ano
pasado—es sintomatica de una
parte de la sociedad que lo tiene
basicamente todo, en compara-
cion con otras sociedades del
mundo y en comparacion sobre
todo con las minorias que convi-
ven aqui, luchando arduamente
para ganar un lugar en la nacion
que llaman hogar y por la que
han dejado todo. Y que quede
claro: los inmigrantes no han

Vea Torres/Esp, pagina 12
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Queer Teens at Texas School Are Reaching Crisis Point

Josephine Lee

ueer teens at one Texas
school say they're ap-
proaching a crisis point

after a recent onslaught of state
legislation and school board ac-
tions targeting LGBTQ youth.

For 17-year-old Kayla (her name
has been changed to protect her
identity), coming out is a matter of
survival. But faced with the pos-
sibility of being kicked out of her
home, denied relevant mental
health resources at her school, and
under mounting anti-LGBTQ poli-
cies in Texas, Kayla has decided to
keep quiet about her queer iden-
tity, leading to occasional suicidal
ideation.

"Tt's tough to not be
able to be fully honest
and live as myself to the
most important people
in my life. My mental

health has suffered in
high school. I haven't
been able to access any
mental health treatment
or therapy."

Grace, High School
Student

“There was no one that | could
really talk to during this period. |
didn't want to become a burden to
other people. So just having to sit
with those thoughts was definitely
not healthy for me. | definitely no
longer wanted to live on this earth,”
Kayla said.

Crisis calls from Texas teens to
the Trevor Project, a suicide pre-
vention organization for LGBTQ
adolescents, have shot up by more
than 150% in the past year, the or-
ganization says. While the spike
cannot be attributed to one specif-
ic cause, the culture wars against
queer youths in Texas have esca-
lated—in one recent example, a
high school senior in a suburb of
Houston faced off against parents
over internet access to LGBTQ re-
sources and literature.

Cameron Samuels, a class-
mate of Kayla's at the Seven Lakes
High School, appeared at a school
board meeting last month to ask
the Texas school district to remove
an internet filker on LGBTQ men-
tal health resources—but he was
drowned out by parents’ calls to
remove books with LGBTQ content
and their demands to enforce Tex-
as State Rep. Matt Krause's call to

remove 850 book titles pertaining
to race and sexuality.

Cameron, an 18-year-old senior
and other students have collected
1,000 student signatures in a peti-
tion calling on the Katy Indepen-
dent School District to remove an
internet firewall that blocks LGBTQ
resources, including suicide pre-
vention resources, and to expand
the district's anti-discrimination
and anti-bullying policies to in-
clude LGBTQ students.

‘It is @ matter of life or death,”
Cameron said at the December
school board meeting, which was
streamed on the Katy school board
website.

According to its 2021 Nation-
al Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental
Health, the Trevor Project reported
that LGBTQ youth are four times
more likely to consider or attempt
suicide than their straight peers,
42% of respondents considered
attempting suicide last year, while
94% reported that recent poli-
tics have negatively affected their
mental health. Nicholas Turton,
communications manager for the
organization, reported that more
than 14,500 of the 201,000 crisis
calls received in 2021 alone were
from LGBTQ teens from the state
of Texas. The Trevor Project noted
that transgender and nonbinary
youth in Texas have directly stated
that they are stressed, using self-
harm, and considering suicide due
to anti-LGBTQ laws being debated
in their state.

During the last legislative ses-
sion, Texas lawmakers introduced
75 pieces of anti-LGBTQ legisla-
tion, including more than 40 bills
specifically targeting transgender
and nonbinary youth—more than
any other state in the U.S.

August 31: The Texas Depart-
ment of Family and Protective Ser-
vices removed information for a
suicide prevention hotline and le-
gal services for LGBTQ youth from
its website.

September 1: TX House Bill
25, which prohibits transgender
youths from participating in school
sports teams that align with their
gender identity, went into effect,
along with HB 3979 which restricts
how race is taught in schools.

October 25: State Rep. Matt
Krause launched an investigation
to call for the inquiry and removal
of 850 book titles with LGBTQ and
anti-racism content. This effort has
since spread to public libraries in
Texas.

November 10: Governor Ab-
bott orders the Texas Education
Agency to target schools which

provide students with materials
with “"pornography,” citing books
with LGBTQ content.

November 19: The Texas State
Board of Education rejected calls to
include information on anti-LGBTQ
bullying, sexual orientation and
gender identity in the health edu-
cation curriculum.

The state's efforts to curtail ac-
cess to LGBTQ resources have in-
spired local school board politics.

While parents at the recent
Katy Independent School District
Board meeting cited explicit sex-
ual content from several books
as cause to enforce Rep. Krause's
book probe, LGBTQ students say
their calls to be protected under
anti-discrimination and anti-bul-
lying policies, to be represented
in the curriculum, and to access
mental health resources are being
sexualized. Late last year, Katy ISD
recently changed the internet fil-
ter blocking LGBTQ mental health
resources from “alternative sexual
lifestyles” to "human sexuality.”

“It's saying that LGBTQ resourc-
es such as the Trevor Project are
inherently sexual, when in reality,
they are not. We've searched up
several websites related to human
sexuality, but for straight people.

For example, marriage websites,
Planned Parenthood, RAINN, and
all those websites were accessible.
So, it's showing that human sexual-
ity is only harmfulif it is homosexu-
al,” Cameron said.

“It's tough to not be able to be
fully honest and live as myself to
the most important people in my
life. My mental health has suffered
in high school. | haven't been able
to access any mental health treat-
ment or therapy,” said 18-year-old
Grace, another Seven Lakes stu-
dent who started the petition to re-
move the internet firewalland didn't
want her real identity revealed.

During a November Katy ISD
Board meeting streamed and
posted on the district's website,
parents expressed dismay at what
they said were increasing num-
bers of teens openly identifying as
LGBTQ.

‘I can't even recognize this dis-
trict” parent Karen Perez said.
“I'm asking you, board, what has
changed? How does this happen?
Look at how our library's propa-
ganda works on impressionable
minds.”

Another parent during a De-
cember board meeting called for
any materials or discussion dealing

with gender and sexuality to be re-
moved from the school curriculum
and left up to parental control at
home.

“Katy ISD, please stay out of our
children’s sexuality,” parent Claudia
Turcott said. “The educational sys-
tem was created for teaching read-
ing. writing, math, and science.”

Kayla said that many LGBTQ
students do not feel that they can
explore issues of their gender and
sexuality at home.

“School is often the one safe
haven for students. Their wifi is
being tracked at home or their
search history is being tracked.
They don't feel safe looking up
resources while at home,” Kayla
said. *l was always taught at home
that if you are anything other than
straight/ heterosexual that you
will not go to heaven. | remember
a girl had come out to our church
small group. As soon as she left the
bathroom, our small group leader
started talking about how gay peo-
ple are going to hell. It was scary,
really. I'm still young, and I'm still
dependent on my parents. | can't
risk being kicked out or disowned
right now.”

See Lee on page 13
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Biden Administration is on Wrong Side of Crucial Supreme Court Case

Michael Tan

n January 11, the U.S. Su-
preme Court began hear-
ing arguments in Garland

v. Gonzalez, the latest in a series
of cases the court has taken on
immigration detention. The case
presents a basic question: wheth-
er the federal government can lock
immigrants up, for months or even
years, without a hearing to deter-
mine if their detention is justified.
And the Biden administration is de-
cidedly on the wrong side of this
fight.

The plaintiffs in Gonzalez are
all people who were previously
deported from the US., but came
back because they faced per-
secution or torture in their coun-
tries of origin. One plaintiff, Arturo
Martinez, was kidnapped by po-

lice officers after being deported to
Mexico, tortured, and held for ran-
som. Another, Eduardo Gutiérrez,
was tortured by gang members
because of his sexual orientation.

Arturo, Eduardo, and others
like them were all screened by an
asylum officer upon their return to
the U.S, all were found to have a
bona fide claim to protection, and
all were referred for legal pro-
ceedings to decide their protec-
tion claims. Under the immigration
laws, they were legally entitled to
remain in the country while their
cases were being heard. But be-
cause of court backlogs, cases
can take years to conclude, mean-
ing that people are routinely de-
tained for extremely long periods
of time.

The issue before the Supreme
Court is what process people like

Arturo and Eduardo are entitled to,
in order to determine if they should
stay locked up or can be safely re-
leased to their families and com-
munities. In the preceding deci-
sion, the Ninth Circuit interpreted
the detention laws to require a
bond hearing before an immigra-
tion judge after six months, based
on its recognition that prolonged
detention without a hearing rais-
es serious due process concerns.
This follows from long standing
Supreme Court precedent recog-
nizing that when it comes to civil
detention, the touchstone for due
process is a hearing before a neu-
tral decision-maker to decide if
someone’'s imprisonment is justi-
fied. These protections are all the
more critical when the govern-
ment locks people up for months
or years.

Yet despite its pledge to deliv-
er a fair and humane immigration
system, the Biden administration
does not see things the same
way. Instead, the Department of
Justice argues that no hearings
are required here because im-
migrants get paper “file reviews,”
done solely by ICE — the jailer. But
we know from experience that an
ICE “file review" is no substitute for
a hearing before a judge. Instead,
ICE uses these reviews to rubber
stamp detention for months or
years, based on arbitrary reasons,
or no reasons at all.

Even worse, denying people
bond hearings can have life-threat-
ening consequences. ICE's re-
cord of abuse, neglect, and death
makes clear that detention is dan-
gerous — a fact that has only be-
come clearer during the COVID-19

An administration that’s
committed to fairness
has no business trying
to strip immigrant
communities of one of
the primary bulwarks
for their rights.

pandemic. Ultimately, because de-
tention cannot be made safe and
humane, ICE must shut down its
mass detention machine. Butin the
meantime, the government must
at least provide due process to en-
sure that people are given a mean-
ingful chance at release.

See Tan on page 16

Still I Rise, Slightly: Maya Angelou Coin Released

Abby Zimet

fter a decades-long fight—
and, to be clear, amidst
enduring, egregious ineq-

uities—the U.S. Mint has begun
circulating a new quarter featur-

 Free

ing the late poet, author and ac-
tivist Maya Angelou, now the first
Black woman to appear on the
coin. The Angelou tribute is the
first in an American Women Quar-
ters Program aimed at honoring
prominent women, preferably of
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color, long ignored in a history and
currency dominated by old, white,
often slave-owning men. Known
for her lyrical writing and majestic
voice, Angelou rose to fame af-
ter the publication of her seminal
autobiography, ‘I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings," a harrowing ac-
count set in the segregated South
of her brutal rape at the age of
seven by her mother's boyfriend -
a trauma that rendered her mute
for six years. “There is no great-
er agony.” she wrote much later,
“than bearing an untold story in-
side you." Over time, Angelou won
countless literary and humanitari-
an awards, including the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom, and was

4

given over 50 honorary degrees.
She died in 2014 at 86, having nev-
er ceased speaking her vivid truth:
“You may write me down in histo-
ry/With your bitter, twisted lies/
You may trod me in the very dirt/
But still, like dust, I'lL rise.”

The Women Quarters project is
largely credited to California Rep.
Barbara Lee, who after years of
advocacy introduced the Circu-
lating Collectible Coin Redesign
Act of 2020; it passed last January.
With Monday's release, she cel-
ebrated “"the phenomenal wom-
en who shaped American history
(who) have gone unrecognized for
too long - especially women of
color.” There will be more, thanks
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to the Mint's invitation to the public
to submit other entries: From now
through 2025, the series will also
feature Wilma Mankiller, the first
female Cherokee chief; Adelina
Otero-Warren, a New México suf-
fragette; Sally Ride, the first wom-
an in space; and Anna May Wong,
the first Chinese-American film
star. «Each time we redesign
our currency, (it says) something
about our country - what we val-
ue and how wesve progressed,»
said U.S. Treasury Secretary Jan-
et Yellen. Umm, yes and no, said
Twitter. Many noted the new coin,
echoing the Caged Bird, still has
likely-slave-owner George Wash-
ington on the "heads” side; others
asked where Harriet Tubman's
long-awaited $20 bill is, or noted
the country's still-raging misogy-
ny, or suggested half a new coin is
like a male boss giving a 40-cent
raise and congratulating himself
on your “empowerment.” We take
heart from Angelou. “When peo-
ple show you who they are the first
time, believe them,” she famously
wrote. Then, "When you don't like
a thing..change it”

See Zimet on page 16
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https://joebiden.com/immigration/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/20/20-322/196427/20211014164654895_20-322tsUnitedStates.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/20/20-322/201462/20211129134434067_20-322_19-896_bsac_Asian_Americans_Advancing_Justice-Asian_Law_Caucus_Brief.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/20/20-322/201462/20211129134434067_20-322_19-896_bsac_Asian_Americans_Advancing_Justice-Asian_Law_Caucus_Brief.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-10-01/immigrants-detention-ice-abuse-hysterectomies
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/hamedaleaziz/ice-immigrant-surgeries-deaths-jails-whistleblower-secret
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/09/30/us/ice-deaths-detention-2020/index.html
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/ices-lack-of-transparency-about-covid-19-in-detention-will-cost-lives/
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/ices-lack-of-transparency-about-covid-19-in-detention-will-cost-lives/
https://socue.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/sucia-verdad?utm_source=
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By Julia Conley

s the Omicron variant
overwhelms  healthcare
systems across the coun-

try, Sen. Bernie Sanders and Rep.
Ro Khanna are leading a call for the
Biden administration to drastically

"We would need roughly
2.3 billion tests per
month—a figure several
times the 500 million
proposed by your
administration. "

Sen. Bernie Sanders and
Rep. Ro Khanna,

expand its plans to distribute “one
of the most effective tools the fed-
eral government has at its dispos-
al"—rapid Covid-19 tests.

Sanders (I-Vt), Khanna (D-Ca-
lif), and Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Ca-
lif) led more than 40 Democrats in

the House and Senate in writing to
the White House Sunday, urging
officials “to take additional, imme-
diate steps to eliminate existing
barriers to Covid-19 rapid tests and
ensure robust access to free over-
the-counter rapid tests throughout
the country for the duration of the
pandemic.”

Specifically, the lawmakers
said, all Americans should have the
ability to take at least one "surveil-
lance” test per week, in keeping
with the guidance of many pub-
lic health experts—and the White
House must immediately scale
up test production to alleviate the
nationwide shortage as well as re-
moving financial barriers.

After initially scoffing last
month at the idea of providing
at-home tests to all Americans,
as other wealthy countries have
done, the Biden administration
responded to intense pressure
by announcing it would purchase
500 million rapid antigen tests and
make them available to the public
free of charge.

But the Omicron variant is
spreading rapidly, with an average
of 737000 cases being reported
per day in recent weeks, and with
its “increased ability to spread to
fully-vaccinated individuals,” said
the lawmakers, “far more testing
capabilities are needed, and will
be needed for the foreseeable fu-
ture, as well as policies that ensure
testing is easy, free, and accessible
to everyone”

The variant has spread across
the country amid a shortage of
rapid tests driven by officials’ and
companies’ failure to anticipate
demand, according to some ex-
perts. When cases went down last
spring. workers at Abbott Labora-
tories, the maker of the BinaxNOW
rapid antigen test, were told to de-
stroy the testing supplies and then
laid off to save the company mon-
ey—weeks before the Delta variant
drove a new surge in cases.

The testing shortage has got-
ten so dire, the letter stated, that
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention's (CDC) latest guid-

Sorry for the
INcCovience
we are all
out of the
covid 19
rapid tests
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Shortages of Covid-19 tests have pushed the Biden administration to offer a plan for free
rapid antigen tests.

ance advising people to isolate for
five days after testing positive says
the "best approach’ is to conduct
a rapid test toward the end of the
five-day isolation period ‘[ilf an in-
dividual has access to a test and
wants to test.”

“The language used in the pub-
lic health guidance from the ad-
ministration itself is indicative of
the significant barriers individuals

face when trying to access or pur-
chase Covid-19 rapid tests,” wrote
the lawmakers.

Sanders, Khanna, and their
colleagues applauded President
Joe Biden's recent commitment
to using the Defense Production
Act to scale up manufacturing of
tests.

See COVID-19 on page 16

New Effort Requires Insurance Companies to Cover Cost of COVID-19 Tests

s part of its ongoing efforts
across many channels to
expand Americans' access

to free testing, the Biden-Harris
Administration is requiring insur-
ance companies and group health
plans to cover the cost of over-
the-counter, at-home COVID-19
tests, so people with private health
coverage can get them for free
starting January 15th. The new
coverage requirement means
that most consumers with private
health coverage can go online or
to a pharmacy or store, buy a test,
and either get it paid for up front
by their health plan, or get reim-
bursed for the cost by submitting
a claim to their plan. This require-
ment incentivizes insurers to cover
these costs up front and ensures
individuals do not need an order
from their health care provider to
access these tests for free.
Beginning January 15, 2022,
individuals with private health in-
surance coverage or covered by
a group health plan who purchase

Provided to you by:

an over-the-counter COVID-19 di-
agnostic test authorized, cleared,
or approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) will be
able to have those test costs cov-
ered by their plan or insurance.
Insurance companies and health
plans are required to cover 8 free
over-the-counter at-home tests
per covered individual per month.
That means a family of four, all on
the same plan, would be able to
get up to 32 of these tests covered
by their health plan per month.
There is no limit on the number of
tests, including at-home tests, that
are covered if ordered or admin-
istered by a health care provider
following an individualized clinical
assessment, including for those
who may need them due to un-
derlying medical conditions.
“Under President Biden's lead-
ership, we are requiring insurers
and group health plans to make
tests free for millions of Amer-
icans. This is all part of our over-
all strategy to ramp-up access to

easy-to-use, at-home tests at no
cost,” said HHS Secretary Xavier
Becerra. "Since we took office, we
have more than tripled the num-
ber of sites where people can get
COVID-19 tests for free, and we're
also purchasing half a billion at-
home, rapid tests to send for free
to Americans who need them. By
requiring private health plans to
cover people’s at-home tests, we
are further expanding Americans'
ability to get tests for free when
they need them”

Over-the-counter test purchas-
es will be covered in the commer-
cial market without the need for a
health care provider's order or in-
dividualized clinical assessment,
and without any cost-sharing re-
quirements such as deductibles,
co-payments or coinsurance, pri-
or authorization, or other medical
management requirements.

As part of the requirement, the
Administration is incentivizing in-
surers and group health plans to
set up programs that allow peo-

ple to get the over-the-counter
tests directly through preferred
pharmacies, retailers or other en-
tities with no out-of-pocket costs.
Insurers and plans would cover
the costs upfront, eliminating the
need for consumers to submit a
claim for reimbursement. When
plans and insurers make tests
available for upfront coverage
through preferred pharmacies
or retailers, they are still required
to reimburse tests purchased by
consumers outside of that net-
work, at a rate of up to $12 per indi-
vidual test (or the cost of the test,
if less than $12). For example, if an
individual has a plan that offers di-
rect coverage through their pre-
ferred pharmacy but that individu-
alinstead purchases tests through
an online retailer, the plan is still
required to reimburse them up to
$12 per individual test. Consum-
ers can find out more information
from their plan about how their
plan or insurer will cover over-the-
counter tests.

“Testing is critically import-
ant to help reduce the spread of
COVID-19, as well as to quickly di-
agnose COVID-19 so that it can be
effectively treated. Today's action
further removes financial barriers
and expands access to COVID-19
tests for millions of people’
said CMS Administrator Chiquita
Brooks-LaSure.

State Medicaid and Children’'s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
programs are currently required
to cover FDA-authorized at-home
COVID-19 tests without cost-shar-
ing. In 2021, the Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration  issued  guidance
explaining that State Medicaid
and Children's Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) programs must
cover all types of FDA-autho-
rized COVID-19 tests without cost
sharing under CMS's interpreta-
tion of the American Rescue Plan
Act of 2019 (ARP). Medicare pays
for COVID-19 diagnostic tests

See Cost on page 15

kl Séminarm

I'-,
-
I"' 2.

| I:-C'-Z-':I:-Z
¢ Chmasnty
1 L i -:_

) Dﬁr, -

DEMVERBOTAN

GARBE NS

i:.- .__ I-v.

DEMVER CENTER =
] PERFORMING ARTS

NE

COLORADO

sroalud

I’urllinl_x Flenelih Cornlers

PrOMOToR@

SISVEES OF CORLON WNITED FON [RUC


https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/01/10/world/omicron-covid-testing-vaccines/us-hospitalizations-have-surpassed-last-winters-peak
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/01/10/world/omicron-covid-testing-vaccines/us-hospitalizations-have-surpassed-last-winters-peak
https://khanna.house.gov/media/press-releases/release-khanna-schiff-sanders-urge-president-biden-take-further-steps
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/12/07/maddening-white-house-dismisses-idea-mailing-out-free-covid-tests-other-nations
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/12/21/finally-after-mocking-idea-biden-administration-distribute-500-million-free-covid
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/01/10/world/omicron-covid-testing-vaccines/us-hospitalizations-have-surpassed-last-winters-peak
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/01/10/world/omicron-covid-testing-vaccines/us-hospitalizations-have-surpassed-last-winters-peak
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2022-01-08/why-are-rapid-tests-for-covid-19-in-such-short-supply
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/20/us/abbott-covid-tests.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/20/us/abbott-covid-tests.html
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Picuris Pueblo in New México Fights Centuries-Old Water Battle

By Michael Benanav

n a sunny day in late Oc-
tober, a handful of people
from Picuris Pueblo, New

Meéxico, drove to Carson National
Forest and parked their vehicles
off a dirt road that reaches into
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.
They walked east for a few min-
utes, to Alamitos Creek, some 16
miles from the pueblo’s boundary.
Among them was the pueblo’'s
governor, Craig Quanchello, who
led the way through a grove of
conifers and aspens on the east-
ern slope of Jicarita Peak. Though
Quanchello and his companions,
including other members of the
tribal administration, had heard ru-
mors about what they had come
to see, they were not entirely pre-
pared for it.

If nature had its way, Alamitos
Creek would merge with the Rio
Pueblo, which flows through Pi-
curis Pueblo. But a diversion on
the stream at 9,800 feet above sea
level shunts its water into a ditch
and over a mountain pass instead.
The creek drops into the Mora
Valley near the town of Cleveland,
where livestock graze in scenic
pastures, huge piles of firewood
are heaped beside homes, and
an abundance of old adobe ar-
chitecture creates the sense of a
place strongly connected to its
past. The water from the Alamitos
is absorbed by fields and gardens
there.

Over the past 12 or so years, ir-
rigators in Cleveland have trans-
formed the diversion from a set of
leaky wooden boards to a wall of
stacked sandbags to an embank-
ment of large rocks. At the end of
September, a month before the
team from Picuris visited, the berm
had been plastered over with ce-
ment. There was no opening, not
even a headgate, in the direction of
the Rio Pueblo. While water from
the Alamitos coursed down the
ditch toward Cleveland, the creek
bed that runs to the river was dry.

Seeing the cement work for the
first time, a palpable swell of out-
rage arose within the group. It was
one more insult to the tribe, one
further violation of their sacred
lands, one more unilateral move
by irrigators to assert permanent
control over water that the pueblo
leadership claims has been stolen
from them for the past 200 years.

“It's time to take it into our own
hands,” Quanchello said, meaning
destroy the diversion with heavy
machinery and redirect the Alam-
itos back into its natural channel. “If
Mora wants to fight, so be it.

“It's going to get dirty,” he added
soberly. "Someone's going to get
hurt”

A few weeks later, on or just be-
fore Nov. 13, the cemented berm
was smashed open. A hundred or
so yards away, a huge mound of
dirt and rocks had been piled in
front of the headgate for a differ-
ent diversion, one that sends wa-
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ter to the community of Holman,
also in the Mora Valley. No one has
claimed responsibility for the po-
tentially illegal act of vandalism.
“Everyone knows who has motive,”
said John Romero, water rights di-
vision director at the Office of the
State Engineer (OSE), which man-
ages New México's waters. “But I'm
not going to speculate.”

The steep divide
There are three diversions that take
water away from the Rio Pueb-
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Paula Garcia, executive director of the New Mexico Acequia Association, asked, “How do we, as Chicanos, as New Mexicans, make this
right for Indigenous people? We see ourselves as victims of Manifest Destiny, but there's another layer of oppression that pueblos had
to survive that we should be mindful of. ..Can we have more compassion?" / Paula Garcia, directora ejecutiva de la Asociacion de Acequias
de Nuevo Mexico, pregunto: ;Como hacemos nosotros, como chicanos, como nuevos mexicanos, para que esto sea correcto para los pueblos
indigenas? Nos vemos a nosotros mismos como victimas del Destino Manifiesto, pero hay otra capa de opresion a la que los pueblos tuvieron
que sobrevivir y que deberiamos tener en cuenta...;.Podemos tener mas compasion?”

lo watershed and deliver it to the
Mora Valley. All of them pre-date
New México statehood, as does Pi-
curis Pueblo's opposition to them.
The one on the Alamitos feeds two
acequias, or irrigation ditches, in
Cleveland, and was built sometime
around 1820 — three decades be-
fore the area was ceded by México
to the United States. The second
diversion, created in 1865, moves
water from the Rito la Presa, over a
steep divide and into two acequias
in the tiny hamlet of Chacon. The
third, which became operational in
1882, captures the Rito Angostura
and sends it to Holman. Together,
they irrigate some 1,900 acres in
the agricultural-rich Mora Valley,
serving 143 users, or parciantes.

Picuris wants to see all three
diversions dismantled and the
streams returned to their natural
courses. This could bring substan-
tially higher flows to the pueblo,
where about 250 of some 385 trib-
al members live on the same land
that their ancestors have called
home for the past millennium. Do-
ing so, however, could critically
impact the residents in the Mora
Valley who have relied on these
waters for generations, today pri-
marily to grow hay.

“Without this supplemental
water, we wouldn't make it," said
79-year-old Eufracio Vigil, whose
family has been in Chacon for four
generations and who has person-
ally helped maintain the local ace-
quias since the 1950s.

While the dispute over the di-
versions is emblematic of sim-
mering water conflicts across the
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drought-stricken American West
— as well as broader conversations
about righting historical wrongs
against Indigenous peoples — it is
also uniquely New Mexican. Com-
plex and vague water laws regard-
ing pueblos, acequias and natural
streams make the prospect of pur-
suing a legal settlement monu-
mentally daunting for all sides. The
possibility of reaching a sharing
agreement, in which Mora would
receive less water but Picuris
wouldn't get it all, has been reject-
ed by the pueblo and some of the
irrigators.

‘El agua es vida’
In the high desert valleys of New
México, the saying ‘el agua es vida”
— water is life — is a self-apparent
truism. Where water flows, things
grow, creating green ribbons that
trace the outlines of rivers and
streams. These fertile floodplains
are often framed by dry, rocky hills
and mesas speckled with hardy
pifon trees, juniper and cacti.
Beginning in the late 16th cen-
tury, Spanish colonists created a
system of gravity-fed acequias in
New Mexico to grow food and fod-
der. About 700 acequias currently
operate in the state, according to
the New Mexico Acequia Associa-
tion. In many communities, they are
seen as crucial not only to the sur-
vival of fields and orchards, but also
to centuries-old local traditions
— to the very soul of a place. The
annual spring limpia (ditch clean-
ing); the opening of headgates; the

See Picuris on page 18
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El Pueblo Picuris de Nuevo México Libra una Batalla Centenaria por el Agua
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Pueblo. / Jimmy Sanchez, from Holman, a fifth-generation mayordomo on Acequia de la Sierra, wants to share more water with Picuris Pueblo

Por Michael Benanav

n un dia soleado de finales
Ede octubre, un punado de
personas de Picuris Pueblo,
en Nuevo México, se dirigieron al
Bosque Nacional de Carsony apar-
caron sus vehiculos en un cami-
no de tierra que se adentra en las
montanas Sangre de Cristo. Cam-
inaron unos minutos hacia el este,
hasta el arroyo Alamitos, a unas 16
millas del limite del pueblo. Entre
ellos se encontraba el gobernador
del pueblo, Craig Quanchello, que
les guio a través de un bosquecillo
de coniferas y alamos en la ladera
oriental del Pico Jicarita. Aunque
Quanchello y sus acompanantes,
entre los que se encontraban otros
miembros de la administracion
tribal, habian oido rumores sobre
lo que habian venido a ver, no esta-
ban del todo preparados para ello.
Si la naturaleza se saliera con la
suya, el arroyo Alamitos se fundiria
con el Rio Pueblo, que fluye a
través de Picuris Pueblo. Pero un
desvio del arroyo a 9.800 pies so-
bre el nivel del mar desvia su agua
hacia una zanja y sobre un paso de
montana. El arroyo cae en el Val-
le de la Mora, cerca del pueblo de
Cleveland, donde el ganado pasta
en pintorescos pastos, se amon-
tonan enormes pilas de lena junto a
las casas y la abundancia de la an-
tigua arquitectura de adobe crea la
sensacion de un lugar fuertemente
conectado con su pasado. El agua
de los Alamitos es absorbida por
los campos y jardines del lugar.
En los ultimos 12 arios, los re-
gantes de Cleveland han transfor-

mado el desvio, que ha pasado de
ser un conjunto de tablas de made-
ra agujereadas a un muro de sacos
de arena apilados y a un terrapléen
de grandes rocas. A finales de sep-
tiembre, un mes antes de la visi-
ta del equipo de Picuris, la berma
habia sido enlucida con cemento.
No habia ninguna abertura, en di-
reccion al Rio Pueblo. Mientras el
agua de los Alamitos corria por la
zanja hacia Cleveland, el lecho del
arroyo que va al rio estaba seco.

Al ver la obra de cemento por
primera vez, surgid un palpable
sentimiento de indignacion en el
grupo. Era un insulto mas a la tribu,
una violacion mas de sus tierras sa-
gradas, una medida unilateral mas
de los regantes para imponer un
control permanente sobre el agua
que, segun los dirigentes del pueb-
lo, les ha sido robada durante los
ultimos 200 anos.

“Es hora de tomar las riendas’,
dijo Quanchello, es decir, destruir
el desvio con maquinaria pesada y
reconducir el Alamitos a su cauce
natural. “Si Mora quiere luchar, que
lo haga.

“Se va a ensuciar’, anadié con
sobriedad. "Alguien va a salir heri-
do".

Unas semanas después, el 13
de noviembre o poco antes, la ber-
ma cementada se abrid de golpe.
A unos cien metros de distancia,
un enorme monticulo de tierra y
rocas habia sido apilado frente a la
compuerta de un desvio diferente,
uno que envia agua a la comuni-
dad de Holman, también en el Val-
le de Mora. Nadie se ha atribuido la
responsabilidad del acto vandali-

co potencialmente ilegal. “Todo el
mundo sabe quién tiene el moti-
vo", dijo John Romero, director de
la division de derechos de agua de
la Oficina del Ingeniero del Estado
(OSE), que gestiona las aguas de
Nuevo México. “Pero no voy a es-
pecular”.

La abrupta divisoria

Hay tres desvios que quitan elagua
de la cuenca del Rio Pueblo y la
entregan al Valle del Mora. Todos
ellos son anteriores a la creacion
del estado de Nuevo Mexico, al
igual que la oposicion de Picuris
Pueblo a ellos. El del Alamitos ali-

menta dos acequias en Cleveland
y se construyo alrededor de 1820,
tres décadas antes de que México
cediera la zona a Estados Unidos.
El segundo desvio, creado en 1865,
traslada el agua del Rito la Presa, a
través de una empinada divisoria, a
dos acequias de la pequena aldea
de Chacon. El tercero, que entro en
funcionamiento en 1882, capta el
Rito Angostura y lo envia a Holman.
En conjunto, riegan unas 1900
hectareas en el valle de Mora, rico
en agricultura, y dan servicio a 143
usuarios o parciantes.

Picuris quiere que se desman-
telen los tres desvios y que los ar-
royos vuelvan a su cauce natural.
Esto podria aumentar consider-
ablemente el caudal del pueblo,
donde unos 250 de los 385 miem-
bros de la tribu viven en la misma
tierra que sus antepasados han
llamado hogar durante el ultimo
milenio. Sin embargo, esto podria
tener un impacto critico en los res-
identes del Valle de Mora que han
dependido de estas aguas durante
generaciones, hoy en dia principal-
mente para cultivar heno.

“Sin esta agua suplementaria,
no saldriamos adelante”, dijo Eu-
fracio Vigil, de 79 anos, cuya familia
ha estado en Chacon durante cua-
tro generaciones y que ha ayuda-
do personalmente a mantener las
acequias locales desde la década
de 1950.

Aunque la disputa sobre los tr-
asvases es emblematica de los
conflictos por el agua que se es-
tan produciendo en todo el oeste
de Estados Unidos, afectado por
la sequia, asi como de las conv-

Laintérprete tribal de Picuris Pueblo, Cecilia Shields, observa el lecho seco del arroyo Alamitos, justo debajo del desvio a Cleveland,

ersaciones mas amplias sobre la
correccion de los errores histéricos
cometidos contra los pueblos indi-
genas, también es un caso unico
en Nuevo México. Las complejas e
imprecisas leyes sobre el agua rel-
ativas a los pueblos, las acequias y
los cursos de agua naturales hacen
que la perspectiva de llegar a un
acuerdo legal resulte monumen-
talmente desalentadora para todas
las partes. La posibilidad de llegar
a un acuerdo de reparto, en el que
Mora recibiria menos agua pero
Picuris no la recibiria toda, ha sido
rechazada por el pueblo y algunos
de los regantes.

Elagua es vida
En los valles del alto desierto de
Nuevo México, el dicho “el agua
es vida" es una obviedad. Donde el
agua fluye, las cosas crecen, cre-
ando cintas verdes que trazan los
contornos de los rios y arroyos. Es-
tas fértiles llanuras aluviales suel-
en estar enmarcadas por colinas
secas y rocosas y mesas salpica-
das de pinones, enebros y cactus.
Desde finales del siglo XV, los
colonos espanoles crearon un
sistema de acequias alimentadas
por gravedad en Nuevo México
para cultivar alimentos y forraje.
Segun la Asociacion de Acequias
de Nuevo Mexico, en la actuali-
dad funcionan unas 700 acequias
en el estado. En muchas comuni-
dades, se consideran cruciales no
solo para la supervivencia de los
campos Yy los huertos, sino tam-
bién para las tradiciones locales

Vea Picuris/Esp, pagina 20
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New Mexico.. / Picuris Pueblo Tribal Interpreter Cecilia Shields looks at the dry Alamitos Creek bed, just below the diversion to Cleveland.
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Colorado Latinos Continue to Face Barriers to College Degrees

COLORADO

By Eric Galatas

he COVID health pan-

I demic has blunted prog-
ress made in the num-

ber of Latino students graduating
with a college certificate or de-
gree, a development which could
have long-term racial and eco-
nomic impacts in  Colorado.
Wil Del Pilar, vice president of
higher education policy with the
Education Trust, said the prima-
ry barrier for Latino students is
lack of financial resources com-
pared with their white peers.
Just 21% of Latino men have com-
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Enrollment among first-time Latino college students dropped by nearly 20% during

Photo/Foto: AdobeStock

the height of the pandemic. / La matricula entre los estudiantes universitarios hispanos por
primera vez se redujo en casi un 20% durante el apogeo de la pandemia.

pleted a college degree, com-
pared with 47% for white adults.
“The reason this is critical is be-
cause the jobs that are being
created require some post-sec-
ondary education,” said Del Pilar.
‘And so unless we educate this
population of our state residents,
we are actually going to leave
them behind in the economy.”

Colorado ranks high nation-
ally for its educated popu-
lation; 61% of all Coloradans

have some college credential.
A recent Chalkbeat report found
that just one in four Hispanic Col-
oradans has completed a certifi-
cate or degree. Less than half of
Latino men attending four year
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"The reason this is
critical is because the jobs
that are being created
require some post-
secondary education. And
s0 unless we educate this
population of our state
residents, we are actually
going to leave them
behind in the economy."

Wil Del Pilar, Education
Trust

colleges in Colorado, and few-
er than a third at community col-
leges, make it to graduation.

See Latinos on page 17

Latinos de Colorado Siguen Enfrentando Barreras para Titulos Universitarios

COLORADO

Por Eric Galatas

a pandemia de salud de
COVIDhareducidoelprogre-
so logrado en la cantidad de

estudiantes latinos que se graduan
con un certificado o titulo universi-

tario, un desarrollo que podria ten-
er impactos raciales y economi-

g contact GOLOR
Enow Your Right

cos a largo plazo en Colorado.
Wil Del Pilar, de Education Trust,
dice que la principal barrera para
los estudiantes latinos es la falta de
recursos financieros en compara-
cion con sus companeros blancos.
Solo el 21 por ciento de los hombres
latinos han obtenido un titulo uni-
versitario,en comparacion conel47
por ciento de los adultos blancos.
“La razon por la que esto es crit-

“What's At Stake™" ivlormmabon
health care con

ico es porque los trabajos que
se estan creando requieren algo
de educacion  postsecundar-
ia," dice Del Pilar. “Por lo tanto, a
menos que eduquemos a esta
poblacion de residentes en nues-
tro estado, en realidad los de-
jaremos atras en la economia’
Colorado ocupa un lugar de-
stacado a nivel nacional por su
poblacion con estudios; El 61
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por ciento de todos los habi-
tantes de Colorado tienen al-
guna credencial  universitaria.
Un informe reciente de Chalkbeat
encontrd que en Colorado solo
uno de cada cuatro hispanos han
obtenido un certificado o titulo. En
Colorado, menos de la mitad de los
hombres latinos que asisten a uni-
versidades de cuatro anosy menos
de un tercio en universidades
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"La razén por la que
esto es critico es porque
los trabajos que se
estan creando requieren
algo de educacién
postsecundaria. Por

lo tanto, a. menos que
eduquemos a, esta,
poblacion de residentes
en nuestro estado, en
realidad los dejaremos
atras en la economia,".

Wil Del Pilar, Education
Trust

comunitarias, logran graduarse.
Del Pilar dice que incluso los apoy-
0s mas modestos pueden marcar
una gran diferencia. Sefala un pro-
grama de subsidios de emergencia
que su grupo ha apoyado para ayu-
dar a los estudiantes si necesitan
comprar comida o reparar su au-
tomovil, para evitar que los estudi-
antes dejen de asistir a la escuela.
Dice que le sorprendio el tamano
promedio de los subsidios.
“Setenta y seis dolares podrian
ser la diferencia entre un estudi-
ante que obtiene un titulo, o un es-
tudiante que se encuentra en una
de estas estadisticas,” enfatiza Del
Pilar. "De las 36 millones de perso-
nas en este pais que han ido a la
universidad y no tienen un titulo.”
Lamatricula hispanaen educacion
superior cayo cinco por ciento el
otono pasado durante el apogeo
de la pandemia. La matriculacion
entre los estudiantes universitar-
ios hispanos por primera vez se

Vea Latinos/Esp, pagina 16
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State Sen. Pettersen Launches

State Sen. Brittany Pettersen, a Democrat from Lakewood, has announced her candidacy

Congressional Campaign

Photo: Courtesy Brittany Pettersen for Colorado

b
e 1

for the 7th Congressional District seat being vacated by Rep. Ed Perlmutter.

COLORADO

By Chase Woodruff

ne day after longtime Rep.
Ed Perlmutter's surprise
retirement announce-

ment, the first high-profile Demo-
cratic candidate has jumped into
the race for the 7th District seat as
the jockeying to replace the eight-
term congressman begins.

State Sen. Brittany Pettersen of
Lakewood formally declared her
candidacy with a filing early Tues-
day morning, according to the Fed-
eral Election Commission, making
official a bid that had been widely
speculated upon by state political
observers in the wake of Perlmut-
ter's announcement on Monday.

“Colorado is lucky to
have benefitted from
Ed’s heart and dedication
for so many years,
and I am excited and

ready to continue his
legacy of fighting for the
hardworking people of the
new 7™ District.”

State Sen. Brittany
Pettersen

‘I've spent the last decade
fighting for working families, pub-
lic schools, and small business-
es," Pettersen said in a press re-
lease. "Growing up. the odds were
stacked against me, but thanks to
the support of Jeffco public schools
and teachers, | persevered. Now, I'm
fighting to make sure future genera-
tions have that same chance’”

Pettersen has represented Col-
orado Senate District 22, encom-
passing parts of eastern Jefferson
County, since 2019. She previously
served three terms as a member
of the state House of Representa-
tives.,

Her campaign launches with
the support of many of her Demo-
cratic colleagues at the statehouse,
including state Sens. Jessie Daniel-
son, Kerry Donovan, Julie Gonzales
and Faith Winter, as well as several
local elected officials in the 7th Dis-
trict, according to a list of endorse-
ments released by the campaign.

During her time in office, Petters-
en has focused on issues including
education, equal pay, behavioral
health care and substance use disor-
der treatment; she's spoken often of
her experiences helping her mother,
Stacy, battle opioid addiction.

Pettersen previously launched a
bid for the 7th District seat in 2018,
when Perlmutter announced he
wouldn't seek reelection before ul-
timately reversing course and run-
ning for a seventh term.

The 7th District is centered on
Denver's western suburbs in Jeffer-
son County. Its boundaries shifted
significantly as a result of Colora-
do's once-a-decade redistricting
process last year, expanding south
to include several rural mountain
counties. Though the new district
is slightly more competitive, data
released by the redistricting com-
mission shows it still favors Demo-
crats by roughly seven percentage
points, based on the results of re-
cent elections.

“Congressman Perlmutter's
leadership embodies his love of
our state and our country,” Petters-
en said in a statement. “Colorado is
lucky to have benefitted from Ed's
heart and dedication for so many
years, and | am excited and ready
to continue his legacy of fighting
for the hardworking people of the
new 7% District."

Chase Woodruff is a Reporter with
Colorado Newsline. This article
is republished from Colorado
Newsline under a Creative
Commons license. Read the
original article here.
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AG Phil Weiser Urges FCC to Block Illegal Robocalls From Other Countries

COLORADO

Co[orado Attorney General
Phil Weiser this week urged
the Federal Communica-
tions Commission to help stem the
tide of foreign-based illegal robo-
calls that attempt to scam Ameri-
cans.

A bipartisan group of 51 attor-
neys general encouraged the FCC
to adopt rules requiring gateway
providers — the companies that
allow foreign calls into the Unit-
ed States — to reduce how easily
robocalls enter the U.S. telephone
network, including implementing
STIR/SHAKEN, a caller ID authen-
tication technology that helps pre-
vent spoofed calls.
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Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser

In 2020, the Colorado Attorney
General's Office received 638 re-
ports of fraudulent and unwanted

telephone calls, and Americans
lost more than $520 million through
robocall scams.

“We consistently see robocalls
in the top 10 consumer complaints
reported to our office, and many
of these calls come from outside
the United States,” Weiser said.
“By taking action, the FCC can es-
tablish a new and necessary layer
of protection for consumers who
regularly receive deceptive phone
calls and are in danger of being
taken in by scammers. These rob-
ocalls are a scourge and we must
act quickly to protect consumers.”

In the letter, the attorneys gener-
al support the FCC's proposal which
will require gateway providers to
implement STIR/SHAKEN technol-

ogy within 30 days of it becoming a
rule to help eliminate spoofed calls
and to make sure that international
calls that originate from US. tele-
phone numbers are legitimate.

The attorneys general are also
supporting the FCC's proposal to
require gateway providers to take
additional measures to reduce rob-
ocalls, including:

+ Responding to requests from
law enforcement, state attorneys
general, or the FCC to trace back
calls within 24 hours;

+ Blocking calls when provid-
ers are aware of an illegal or likely
fraudulent caller;

+ Blocking calls that originate
from numbers that are on a “do not
originate” list — such as government

phone numbers that are for incom-
ing calls only; and
« Ensuring that foreign tele-

phone companies they partner
with are ensuring that calls are be-
ing made from legitimate numbers.

Attorney General Weiser previ-
ously led a bipartisan effort to urge
Congress to act against robocalls,
and joined 50 other attorneys gen-
eral in successfully calling on the
ECC to shorten by a year the dead-
line for smaller telephone compa-
nies to implement STIR/SHAKEN.

Coloradans can report fraudu-
lent or unwanted telephone calls to
stopfraudcolorado.gov.

For More Colorado News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

very little about the possibility of
turning the country into a failed
state and, in that regard, vulner-
able to the predation of a single
man and his economic ambitions,
undocumented immigrants con-
tinued with their minds fixed on
their goals: to sustain their families
as well as contribute to the efforts
to save a society threatened by
one of the most lethal pandemics

in the history of humankind-that
of COVID-19 and its variants.

This pandemic, of course, is not
the only concrete example of the
commitment that immigrants of
any origin, with or without docu-
ments, have to the nation that they
have adopted to live in and contin-
ue to put down family roots, gen-
eration after generation, until their
presence is accepted. They have

shown repeatedly and permanent-
ly. over the course of decades and
centuries, that this country and its
culture are the product of waves
of immigrants who have given life,
first economically and then demo-
graphically, as well as education-
ally, health-wise, politically and,
of course, by building democracy,
among other contributions. It is no
longer rare to see lawmakers who

Open daily.
Always free.

' Museum of Natural History
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are the children of immigrants;
making their way into the political
sphere is not easy, but it does guar-
antee greater political and ideo-
logical diversity.

This first anniversary of the at-
tack on the Capitol also reminds us
that the development of industrial
societies—that have so much—can
become so unhinged that, in the
blink of an eye, they can destroy

the badly-needed democracy in
other parts of the world.

But today we also remember
that immigration helps build de-
mocracy, too.

David Torres is a Spanish-language
Advisor at América’s Voice.

Read More Cover Features at:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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venido a reemplazar a nadie, sino
a trabajar, y a trabajar duro para
sostener a sus familias, en prim-
era instancia.

En efecto, mientras Trump vy
sus huestes estuvieron a punto
de echar por tierra todo lo que ha
logrado Estados Unidos en cuan-
to a la praxis democratica se re-
fiere, importandoles muy poco
la posibilidad de convertir al pais
en un estado fallido y, por ende,
vulnerable ante la rapacidad de
un solo hombre y sus ambiciones
economicas, los inmigrantes in-
documentados continuaron con
la mente fija en sus propositos,
tanto para sostener a sus famili-
as, como para sumarse a los es-
fuerzos de salvar a una sociedad
amenazada por una de las pan-
demias mas letales en la historia
de la humanidad, como ha sido la
de Covid-19 y todas sus variantes.

No es esta pandemia, por su-
puesto, el Unico ejemplo concre-
to del compromiso que adquie-
ren los inmigrantes de cualquier
origen, documentados o sin doc-
umentos, con la nacion que han
adoptado para vivir y continuar su
ramificacion familiar hasta consol-
idar su presencia, generacion tras
generacion. Ellos han dado mues-

tras permanentes a lo largo de las
décadas y los siglos de que este
paisy su cultura han sido producto
de las oleadas migratorias que le
han dado vida, primero econémi-
cay luego demografica, pero tam-
bién educativa, sanitaria, politica y,
por supuesto, democratica, entre
otras cosas. No es extrafio aho-
ra encontrar legisladores hijos de
inmigrantes, abriéndose paso en
un ambito politico nada facil, pero
que es garantia de una mayor di-
versidad politica e ideologica.

Este primer aniversario del
ataque al Capitolio nos recuer-
da también que el desarrollo de
las sociedades industrializadas
que lo tienen todo puede llegar
a un nivel de desquiciamiento tal,
que en un abrir y cerrar de ojos
pueden destruir la democracia
que hace tanta falta en otras par-
tes del mundo.

Pero este dia nos recuerda asi-
mismo que la inmigracion tam-
bién ayuda a construir la democ-
racia.

David Torres es Asesor en
Espariol de América’s Voice.

Lea Mas Noticias de Portada en:
ELSEMANARIO.US


https://coag.gov/app/uploads/2022/01/Reply-Comments-from-51-AGs-re-Gateway-Providers-CG-17-59-and-WC-17-97-Jan-2022.pdf
https://coag.gov/press-releases/03-08-19/
https://coag.gov/press-releases/03-08-19/
https://coag.gov/press-releases/8-9-21/
https://coag.gov/press-releases/8-9-21/
https://stopfraudcolorado.gov/
http://WWW.ELSEMANARIO.US
https://americasvoice.org
http://WWW.ELSEMANARIO.US
https://americasvoice.org
http://WWW.ELSEMANARIO.US

13 I 13 de Enero 2022

El Séiianario

State News / Noticias del Estado

Mayor Nominates Armando Saldate as Exec. Director of Safety

COLORADO

enver Mayor Michael B.
Hancock recently nomi-
nated Armando Saldate

[l to be Executive Director of the
Department of Safety. Saldate's
nomination is subject to confirma-
tion by Denver City Council. He will
replace Murphy Robinson, who is
stepping down at the end of this
week after serving in the position
for nearly two years.

“With Armando at the helm of
this critical department as we en-
ter this new year, we are going to
sharpen our focus even more on
improving public safety and reduc-
ing crime” Mayor Hancock said.
“His mix of law enforcement ex-
perience, diversity of professional
background and collaborative ap-
proach to problem-solving make
him a natural fit for this important
role”

Mayor Hancock also has tasked
Saldate with reviewing the city's

Lee

According to the Trevor Proj-
ect's study, LGBTQ youth who had
at least one LGBTQ affirming space
had a 35% reduced chance of a sui-
cide attempt.

Kayla said that in 2019, the Sev-
en Lakes High School principal
required students who wanted to
participate in the Pride Club and
appear in the club's yearbook pho-
to to have a permission slip signed
by their parents. The ensuing fall-
out led to kids fighting with their
parents, the club disbanding, and
the yearbook advisor resigning, ac-
cording to the U.S. Press Freedom
Tracker.

“If their goal is to make sure that
school is a learning environment
for students, it is much easier for
students to get by when they know
that they are being supported, that
they're not being targeted, not just
by the students around them, but
also not being targeted by the
school administration,” Kayla said.

A month before launching his
book probe, Rep. Krause had an-
nounced his bid to run for state
attorney general, but has since
dropped out to run for Tarrant
County’s district attorney. Krause
hasn't given details on how he
compiled his book list. But he is a
paid public speaker for the orga-
nization WallBuilders, whose stat-
ed goal is "educating the nation
concerning the Godly foundation
of our country and providing in-
formation to federal, state, and lo-
cal officials as they develop public

public safety programs and initia-
tives to see what is working, what
is not, what needs expanding and
what more can be done to address
crime and other public safety chal-
lenges.

Saldate currently serves as the
department’'s Assistant Deputy
Executive Director and is a high-
ly decorated public safety officer
with decades of experience. He
helped develop Denvers Early
Intervention and Street Enforce-
ment teams, directed large-scale
COVID-19 testing sites, and has
overseen major events such as last
summer's Major League Baseball
All-Star Game. Through his exten-
sive and diverse law enforcement,
corrections, emergency response
and public safety expertise, Sal-
date brings to the Executive Di-
rector position exemplary lead-
ership, progressive practices and
data-driven methods to effectively
direct public safety resources, staff,
operations and policies.

policies which reflect Biblical val-
ues, and encouraging Christians
to be involved in the civic arena’”
Wallbuilders' founder David Bar-
ton previously stated, “The Bible
says the law is made to regulate
sexual immorality, whether it's ho-
mosexual or whatever.

Other similar right-wing polit-
ical action committees, such as
the Act in Action, Cherry Tree Re-
publicans, Recover America, the
Conservative Coalition of Harris
County, Houston Greater Public
Schools, have financed the recent
wins of conservative candidates
for local school boards, including
in Klein ISD, Cypress-Fairbanks
ISD, and Houston ISD in Harris
County.

The PAC Conservative Republi-
cans of Harris County sent a mail-
er out to Cy-Fair and Houston ISD
voters stating that their endorsed
candidates “promote biblical mar-
riage. ‘God created them male and
female™ and that their opponents
“accept, affirm, and celebrate per-
verted sexual lifestyles and pro-
mote pedophilia.”

Since students delivered their
petitions, the Katy Independent
School District still hasn't un-
blocked district internet access to
LGBTQ resources such as the Trev-
or Project.

“The school board listened to
those parents. But then refused
to make a comment on our issue,”
Cameron said. "Knowledge is pow-
er, and ignorance is also power. It's

‘It is an honor to have the op-
portunity to serve the Denver
community as the Executive Di-
rector of Public Safety. Given my
extensive background in public
safety, | recognize the immense
challenges that our agencies
face each and every day" Sal-
date said. "I know many of you are
concerned about crime in Den-
ver. While we are seeing an up-
tick in crime across major cities in
the United States, what matters is
what is happening in our city. We
need to restore order in our city
while providing valuable resourc-
es to those who are struggling in
our communities, and we can only
do that if we work together. The
Department of Safety will be at
the table with you to work to make
Denver safer for everyone.”

Saldate joined the city in 2014
with the Denver Sheriff's Depart-
ment, first serving as a senior inves-
tigator, then as Civilian Command-
erin the Internal Affairs Bureau and

so important to have access to in-
formation and not block websites
or pull books from libraries or cen-
sor information. It's inevitable that
some people are going to open
up and become part of the LGBTQ
community or believe in certain
political ideologies. Shutting off
that information—that is how these
elected officials are trying to pro-
tect their power. But they are not in
the majority.”

Cameron, Grace, and Kay-
la graduate from high school this
year. Grace is looking forward to
a more inclusive college environ-
ment and for the freedom to come
out.

‘| hope to live and love openly,”
Grace says.

To other LGBTQ teens in Texas
who feelunable to come out, Grace
says, "Know that you are loved, and
there will be people in this world
who will love you and accept you
for who you are. | promise there will
come a day where you'll be able to
live as yourself’

Josephine Lee is an organizer
with El Pueblo Primero workers
organization in Houston,
TX and the Break the Chains
Alliance, which calls for equal
rights for all workers. This oped
is republished from Common
Dreams under a Creative
Commons license.
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later as a supervisor in the depart-
ment's Data Science Unit.

He began his career in public
safety in 1993 with the Phoenix Po-
lice Department, where he collab-
orated with local, state and federal
law enforcement agencies to re-
duce gang violence and terrorism
and increase public safety. In 1999,
he was deputized and assigned
as a Federal Task Force Officer to
the FBI Phoenix Division, where
he served on the FBI Joint Terror-
ism Task Force - National Secu-
rity Squads, FBI Fusion Center/
AZ Counter Terrorism Information
Center, Organized Crime Bureau
Intelligence Unit and FBI Violent
Gang Task Force, among other
assignments. After more than 20
years of exemplary service, he re-
tired with honors from the Phoenix
Police Department in 2014.

Saldate is an active member of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
and food pantry volunteer and pre-
viously held leadership positions

Unaseala
conversacion hoy!

Photo: Courtesy City & Co. of Denver

Armando Saldate Il has been nominated
by the Denver Mayor the Executive
Director of the Department of Safety.
within his faith community, private
elementary school board and par-
ent club. Throughout his law en-
forcement career, he has earned
more than a dozen awards of ap-
preciation and recognition, most
recently earning the Department
of Safety's 2021 Meritorious Ser-

vice Medal.
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Wallin Selected as Executive Director for New México Voices for Children

NEW MEXICO

By Susan Dunlap

mber Wallin has replaced
James Jiménez as Execu-
tive Director of New Méx-

ico Voices for Children, a nonprofit
children's advocacy and research
organization.

NMVC announced the change
last week. Jiménez retired at the
first of the year but will continue to
serve as executive director for New
Meéxico Pediatric Society, a role he
acquired when the two organiza-
tions formed an alliance in 2017. He
will also direct the NMVC Action
Fund.

Wallin, who began working for
NMVC on tax policy issues about
ten years ago. said that she intends
to continue the work that is the
core mission of the organization -
advocating for policy that creates
opportunities for children and fam-
ilies.

The daughter of a single moth-
er, Wallin said she is passionate
about state policies that impact
New México families, such as early
childhood education.

She said finding good quality
early childcare education can be

expensive for families, something
she knows firsthand as a mother of
two young children.

She said early childcare workers
are so important because 95 per-
cent of brain development occurs
in the first five years of a child’s life.

Wallin said the state's recent
investments in early childcare ed-
ucation are positive signs and she
is hopeful that similar policies will
continue in the future. She also said
she believes New México needs
to continue to help families afford
early childcare education.

At the same time, she said that
while early childcare is “really ex-
pensive for families,” early child-
care workers are not “paid nearly
enough for the work they're doing”
and some early childcare centers
are "barely getting by."

‘New Meéxico needs real-
ly strong government support to
help..especially to ensure parents
can afford to go to work and know
their kids are in really safe, nurtur-
ing environments,” she said.

As a child growing up in New
México, Wallin's family was the
recipient of policies that benefit-
ed low-income families, she said.
The daughter of a single mom,
Wallin cited the free and reduced
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lunch program as one that helped
her family afford a nutritious meal
while at school because her moth-
er struggled financially despite
working in the public education
system.

“We should be providing eco-
nomic support for single mothers,”
Wallin said.

“My heart is in the
intersection of policy and
research and advocacy to

make progress for kids
and families.”

Amber Wallin, New
Meéxico Voices for
Children

Wallin calls herself a "tax wonk”
and a “data wonk" and is particu-
larly interested in how taxes can
impact families. Some of the work
NMVC has done since that she is
particularly proud of are changes
the state made to the working fam-
ilies tax credit.

“That is policy Voices first pro-
posed in 2007 and pushed for sig-
nificant increases,” she said.

WE’'RE HIRING

Director of Metro Redevelopment
METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Direct all Metropolitan Redevelopment

Agency functions, programs and activities.

Oversee and prepare and administer large
and complex budgets.
Direct, oversee, and manage assigned
planning division operations, services
and activities.
Interpret and apply Federal, State and local

policies, laws, and regulations.
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Amber Wallin is the new Executive Director of New México Voices for Children, a
nonprofit children’s advocacy and research organization. / Amber Wallin es la nueva
directora gjecutiva de New Mexico Voices for Children, una organizacion sin animo de lucro
dedicada a la defensa e investigacion de los nifios.

Since 2019, the tax credit in-
creased from 10 percent to 25 per-
cent, which has meant “hundreds
of millions more that go to fami-
lies,” Wallin said.

Wallin also gave expert witness
testimony in the Yazzie/Martinez
lawsuit that challenged the way

See Wallin on page 17

Amber Wallin Dirigira New
México Voices for Children

NEW MEXICO

Por Susan Dunlap

mber Wallin ha sustituido
a James Jiménez como Di-
ectora Ejecutiva de New

México Voices for Children (NMVC),
una organizacion sin animo de lu-
cro de defensa e investigacion de
los nifos.

NMVC anunci6 el cambio la se-
mana pasada. Jiménez se retird a
principios de ano, pero continuara
sirviendo como director ejecutivo
de la Sociedad Pediatrica de Nue-
vo México, un papel que adquirio
cuando las dos organizaciones for-
maron una alianza en 2017. Tam-
bien dirigira el Fondo de Accion de
NMVC.

Wallin, que comenzo a trabajar
para NMVC en cuestiones de politi-
ca fiscal hace unos diez anos, dijo
que tiene la intencion de continuar
el trabajo que es la mision principal
de la organizacion: abogar por una
politica que cree oportunidades
para los ninos y las familias.

Hija de una madre soltera, Wal-
lin dijo que le apasionan las politi-
cas estatales que afectan a las fa-

milias de Nuevo México, como la
educacion infantil.

"Mi corazoén esta en la
interseccion de la politica,

¥y la investigacion y la

defensa, para lograr el

progreso de los nifos ¥
las familias".

Dijo que encontrar una edu-
cacion infantil de buena calidad
puede ser costoso para las famil-
ias, algo que conoce de primera
mano como madre de dos nifios
pequenos.

Ella dijo que los trabajadores de
la atencion infantil temprana son
tan importantes porque el 95 por
ciento del desarrollo del cerebro
ocurre en los primeros cinco anos
de la vida de un nino.

Wallin dijo que las recientes
inversiones del estado en la ed-
ucacion infantil temprana son
sefales positivas y tiene la espe-
ranza de que politicas similares

Vea Wallin/Esp, pagina 17
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State Urges Awareness of Safe Haven for Infants Law

NEW MEXICO

he New Mexico Department
I of Health (DOH) is encour-
aging all New Mexicans to
familiarize themselves with the
protections offered for infants and
parents, through its Safe Haven for
Infants Law. The legislation allows
a parent to leave an infant, ninety
days of age or less, at a safe haven
site without prosecution. Designat-
ed safe haven sites include hospi-
tals, law enforcement agencies, or
fire stations that have staff on site at
the time aninfant is left.
The Safe Haven for Infants Act
is intended to shield parents from

criminal prosecution when they
choose to leave infants at safe ha-
vens, as long as the child has not
been subject to child abuse or ne-
glect prior to relinquishment.

According to DOH Acting Sec-
retary Dr. David Scrase, “This rare-
ly used but critical law saves lives.
Increasing awareness about what
can be done safely and without
prosecution, offers a desperately
needed alternative for parents who
are unable to care for their infants,
including giving them up for adop-
tion.”

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC)
the highest risk for infant homicide

is on the day of birth. As a result, all
50 states and Puerto Rico have en-
acted Safe Haven Laws to address
infant abandonment and endan-
germent. The infant homicide rate
on the day of birth decreased from
2222 per 100,000 person-years
during 1989-1998 to 74.0 during
2008-2017 (66.7% decline) but re-
mains at least 5.4 times higher than
the rate at any other time in life.
Nationally, Safe Haven Laws,
which are sometimes known as
“Baby Moses Laws", decriminalize
the leaving of unharmed infants
with statutorily designated entities,
so that the child becomes a ward of
the state. Texas was the first state to

El Séfanario
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enact a "Baby Moses Law" in 1999,
in reaction to 13 incidents of child
abandonment in the year, three of
them involving infants discovered
dead.

According to the National Safe
Haven Alliance, 4422 babies have
been "saved to date” in the US.
The site also states that 1567 were
illegally abandoned from 1999
through 2020, and that in 2020, 120
babies were saved, while 37 were
illegally abandoned. For more in-
formation by state, please review

the childwelfare.gov website.

For More New México News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

“This rarely used but
critical law saves lives.
Increasing awareness
about what can be done
safely and without
prosecution, offers a
desperately needed
alternative for parents
who are unable to
care for their infants,
including giving them up
for adoption.”
Dr. David Scrase

El Estado Promueve el Conocimiento de la Ley de Refugio Seguro para Bebés

NEW MEXICO

L Departamento de Salud de
ENuevo México (DOH) esta

animando a todos los nue-
vomexicanos a familiarizarse con
las protecciones ofrecidas a los
bebés y a los padres, a traves de la
Ley de Refugio Seguro para Bebés.
La legislacion permite a los padres
dejar a un bebé, de noventa dias de
edad o menos, en un sitio de refu-
gio seguro sin ser penalizado. Los
lugares designados como refugio
seguro incluyen hospitales, insti-
tuciones policiales o estaciones de
bomberos que tienen personal en
el lugar en el momento en que se
deja al bebe.

La Ley de Refugio Seguro para
Bebés tiene por objetivo proteger a
los padres de la accion penal cuan-
do deciden dejar a los bebés en re-
fugios seguros, siempre que el nino
no haya sido objeto de maltrato o

ot

performed by a laboratory, such
as PCR and antigen tests, with
no beneficiary cost sharing when
the test is ordered by a physician,
non-physician practitioner, phar-
macist, or other authorized health
care professional. People enrolled
in a Medicare Advantage plan
should check with their plan to see
if their plan offers coverage and
payment for at-home over-the-
counter COVID-19 tests.

This effort is in addition to a
number of actions the Biden Ad-
ministration is taking to expand
access to testing for all Amer-
icans. The U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS)
is providing up to 50 million free,
at-home tests to community
health centers and Medicare-cer-

"Esta ley, poco utilizada
pero fundamental,
salva vidas. Aumentar
la, concienciacién sobre
lo que se puede hacer
de forma, segura y

sin enjuiciamiento,
ofrece una alternativa,
desesperadamente
necesaria para los padres
que no pueden cuidar de
sus bebés, incluso darlos
en adopcion”.

Dr. David Scrase

negligencia antes de su entrega.
Segun el Dr. David Scrase, sec-
retario del Departamento de Salud
en funciones, “esta ley, poco utiliza-
da pero fundamental, salva vidas.

tified health clinics for distribution
at no cost to patients and com-
munity members. The program
is intended to ensure COVID-19
tests are made available to pop-
ulations and settings in need of
testing. HHS also has established
more than 10,000 free communi-
ty-based pharmacy testing sites
around the country. To respond
to the Omicron surge, HHS and
FEMA are creating surge testing
sites in states across the nation.
For more information, please
see these Frequently Asked Ques-
tions, https.//www.cms.gov/
how-to-get-your-at-home-OTC-
COVID-19-test-for-free.

Read More COVID-19 News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Aumentar la concienciacion sobre
lo que se puede hacer de forma
segura y sin enjuiciamiento, ofrece
una alternativa desesperadamente
necesaria para los padres que no
pueden cuidar de sus bebes, inclu-
so darlos en adopcion.”

Segun los Centros para el Con-
trol y la Prevencion de Enferme-
dades (CDC), el mayor riesgo de
homicidio infantil se da el dia del na-
cimiento. Por ello, los 50 estados y
Puerto Rico han promulgado leyes
de refugio seguro para abordar el
abandonoy el peligro de los bebés.
La tasa de homicidio infantil en el
dia del nacimiento se redujo de 222.
2 por cada 100,000 personas-ano
durante 1989-1998 a 74.0 durante
2008-2017 (66.7% de disminucion)
pero sigue siendo al menos 5.4 vec-
es mas alta que la tasa en cualquier
otro momento de la vida.

A nivel nacional, las Leyes de
Refugio Seguro, que a veces se

h
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conocen como “Leyes del bebé
Moiseés’, despenalizan el abando-
no de bebés ilesos en entidades
designadas por ley, de modo que
el nifo pasa a estar bajo la tutela
del Estado. Texas fue el primer es-
tado en promulgar una “Ley Moisés
para Bebés" en 1999, como reac-
cion a 13 incidentes de abandono
de nifios en el ano, tres de ellos con
bebés descubiertos muertos.
Segun la Alianza Nacional de
Refugios Seguros, hasta la fecha

se han "salvado” 4.422 bebés en
Estados Unidos. El sitio también
afirma que 1567 fueron abandona-
dos ilegalmente desde 1999 hasta
2020, y que, en 2020, 120 bebés
fueron salvados, mientras que 37
fueron abandonados ilegalmente.
Para obtener mas informacion
por estados, consulte el sitio web

childwelfare.gov website.

Para Mas Noticias de New México:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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New Mexico has delivered

$74 million

in heating bill assistance to
over 200,000 New Mexico families

Apply for LIHEAP:

RS.SHARE.STATE.NM.US
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But to meet the demand
and follow public health guid-
ance recommending frequent
testing throughout the country,
the lawmakers said, “we would
need roughly 2.3 billion tests per
month—a figure several times the
500 million proposed by your ad-
ministration.”

“We respectfully urge that you
utilize the full scope of your exec-
utive power under [thel Defense
Production Act to manufacture
enough rapid tests to ensure that
each American can take at least
one rapid test per week" they
wrote.

Additionally,
called for:

the lawmakers

+ Additional steps, such as a na-
tional hotline, to make sure home
test delivery is accessible to all, to
supplement the White House plan
to set up a website where people
will be able to order free tests in
the coming days;

+ Aplan to make free rapid tests
widely available in pharmacies,
grocery stores, post offices, and
other local businesses to meet “in-
dividuals where they already are”;
and

+ Astrategy to make it easier for
private health plan enrollees to be
reimbursed for over-the-counter
tests.

“While the administration’'s new
requirements that insurers re-
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imburse individuals for at-home
tests are critical, at-home kits cost
approximately $14 to $34 and the
reimbursement process can be
time-consuming, which together
may dissuade individuals or fam-
ilies who are struggling financial-
ly from purchasing these tests,’
wrote the lawmakers.

The letter was sent ahead of
the administration's announce-
ment of a new plan requiring insur-
ance companies to reimburse their
members for up to eight at-home
tests per month, a proposal which
could help some of the approxi-
mately 150 million Americans who
have health insurance obtain tests
for free at certain pharmacies.

But under the proposal. some
companies will still be able to re-
quire members to file claims to
get reimbursed, and in some cas-
es people may still be charged the
full price of a rapid test "if the test
was purchased at an out-of-net-
work site,” according to the New
York Times.

“We could be sending tests di-
rectly to every home in America,
but we're forcing people to jump
through bureaucratic hoops in-
stead,” tweeted healthcare advo-
cate Kendall Brown.

The plan also leaves out more
than 28 million Americans who do
not have health insurance.

“The rapid spread of the Omi-
cron variant over the past weeks
suggests that Americans are in a
dramatically more vulnerable po-
sition than we had anticipated be-
ing just last month,” said Sanders,
Khanna, and Schiff. “There is no
time to waste, and widespread and
affordable access to rapid tests will
be an integral part of our country's
public health response to the Omi-
cron variant and through the dura-
tion of the pandemic.”

Tan

Beyond the denial of bond hear-
ings, there is another way in which
the Biden administration has picked
the wrong side of this fight. The
administration argues that a provi-
sion of the immigration laws pre-
vents federal courts from entering a
standard form of relief in civil rights
cases — a class-wide injunction —
in cases challenging the govern-
ment's detention and deportation
practices. Practically, this is a sys-
temic attack on immigrants' rights.

The overwhelming majority of
detained immigrants do not have
lawyers, are unfamiliar with U.S. law,
and often lack English language
proficiency. These barriers to entry
mean that most immigrants have
no idea what legal claims they may
have when their rights are abused,
much less the resources to file in-
dividual lawsuits. Class actions and
class-wide injunctions have thus
been essential tools for advocates
and courts to ensure that the gov-
ernment follows the law in its treat-
ment of immigrants — tools that the
Biden administration now wants
eliminated. An administration that's
committed to fairness has no busi-
ness trying to strip immigrant com-
munities of one of the primary bul-
warks for their rights. To say that the
Biden administration is punching
down is an understatement.

After the horrors of the prior
administration, we had hoped for
a Biden administration that would
choose the right side of history and
be serious about protecting immi-
grant communities. Instead, Gonza-
lez is yet another disappointment.
But no matter what, the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) stands
ready to fight for a future America
where immigrants have the same
rights, dignity, and freedom as ev-
eryone else — especially when
their government fails them.

Julia Conley is a Staff Writer with
Common Dreams. This article
is republished from Common

Dreams under a Creative
Commons license.

Michael Tan is the Deputy
Director for the American Civil
Liberties Union Immigrants’
Rights Project. Originally posted

atACLU.org.
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A free bird leaps

on the back of the wind
and floats downstream

till the current ends

and dips his wing

in the orange sun rays
and dares to claim the sky.

But a bird that stalks

down his narrow cage

can seldom see through

his bars of rage

his wings are clipped and

his feet are tied

so he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings
with a fearful trill

of things unknown
but longed for still
and his tune is heard
on the distant hill

for the caged bird
sings of freedom.

The free bird thinks of another
breeze

and the trade winds soft through
the sighing trees

and the fat worms waiting on a
dawn bright lawn

and he names the sky his own.

But a caged bird stands on the
grave of dreams

his shadow shouts on a night-
mare scream

his wings are clipped and his
feet are tied

so he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings
with a fearful trill

of things unknown
but longed for still
and his tune is heard
on the distant hill

for the caged bird
sings of freedom.

Abby Zimet has written
Common Dream'’s Further
column since 2008. This oped
is republished from Common
Dreams under a Creative
Commons license.

Read More COVID-19 News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Read More Cover Features at:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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redujo en casi un 20 por ciento.
Del Pilar dice que los estudi-
antes que ingresan a un entor-
no en el que no ven a muchas
personas que se parecen a el-
los enfrentan barreras adiciona-
les si son los primeros en su fa-
milia en asistir a la universidad.
‘Cuando ves a muchos estudi-
antes de primera generacion, es-
pecialmente entre los estudiantes
latinos, el estudiante tiene que re-

solverlo por su cuenta,” dice Del
Pilar. “No tienen lo que llamamos
“conocimiento universitario®, de lo
que se necesita saber para ingre-
sar, para pagar y lo que se necesi-
ta para terminar la universidad.”

Eric Galatas es productor de
Public News Service.

Para Noticias de Colorado:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Read More Cover Features at:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Del Pilar said even modest sup-
ports can make a big difference.
He points to an emergency grant
program his group helped launch
to help students if they need-
ed to purchase food or repair
their car, in order to keep stu-
dents from stopping out of school.
He says he was surprised
by the average grant size.
“Seventy-six dollars could be the
difference between a student
earning their degree or a student
being one of these statistics
said Del Pilar, “of the 36 million
people in this country who have
some college and no degree’”
Hispanic enrollment in higher edu-
cation fell by 5% last fall during the
height of the pandemic. Enrollment
among first-time Hispanic college
students dropped by nearly 20%.

Del Pilar said students enter-
ing an environment where they
dont see many people who
look like them face addition-
al barriers if they are the first in
their family to attend college.
“When youre seeing a lot of
first-generation, especially
first-generation Latino students, is
the student having to figure it out
on their own,” said Del Pilar. “They
don't have what we call ‘college
knowledge, of what it takes to get
in, what it takes to pay. and then
what it takes to get through col-
lege’”

Eric Galatas is a Producer with
Public News Service.

For More Colorado News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

the state is educating the state's
Latino and Native American chil-
dren. She said the outcome of that
lawsuit “led to important progress,”
and that sheis “really proud to have
been able to support efforts on
data and research on why we need
to better by our kids"

Before working for NMVC, Wal-
lin worked for state and federal
agencies in different capacities.
She received a Master's in Pub-
lic Administration degree from
New Mexico State University and
worked in the City of Las Cruces
Budget Department.

“‘My heart is in the intersection
of policy and research and advo-
cacy to make progress for kids and
families,” she said.

One issue NMVC will be fo-
cused on during the upcoming
legislative session is to “ensure the
infusion of federal funding and oil
and gas revenue from the boom
we're seeing, that that infusion of
money will ensure all families will
be part of the robust economic re-
covery,” she said.

She said she hopes to see fur-
ther investments in early childcare
education and she would like to
see more relief to help families
of mixed legal status, particularly
since many undocumented indi-
viduals are front line workers in the
COVID-19 pandemic.

She said she would also like to
see Medicaid programs fully fund-
ed and the infant mortality crisis,
driven by systemic racism, ad-
dressed by the legislature.

NMVC Board Chair Kenneth
Martinez said the board was
pleased to promote Wallin to the
position.

‘Amber not only has the expe-
rience, skills, and leadership tal-
ent this role requires, but she also

brings passion, determination, and
heart to our work on behalf of New
Mexico's children and families. She
and James worked closely to pre-
pare for this transition, and we have
no doubt that the organization is
in very capable hands,” he said
through a news release.

Wallin said she believes New
México is at a “really unique point
and time" and she is hopeful for
the future.

“Before the pandemic, we saw
some policy making that prioritized
children and families. In my time
at Voices, I'd never seen that real
commitment from policy mem-
bers to really center family and
do some people-centered family
policy making. Then the pandemic
hit,” she said.

Despite the various setbacks
the pandemic created in education
and economic stability for many
families across the state, Wallin
said she is "hopeful New México
has a really bright future.”

“The pandemic revealed a lot
of structural challenges, especially
for communities of color and wom-
en. We face a real opportunity to
build a better future for that space
ensuring families can be part of
an equitable and robust recovery
and invest in infrastructure which
includes childcare and health pro-
grams, centering kids and families
so they canreally thrive in this state
in the future,” she said.

Susan Dunlap is a Reporter
with New México Political
Report. This story was originally
published by New Mexico

Political Report.

For More New México News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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continuen en el futuro. También
dijo que cree que Nuevo México
necesita seguir ayudando a las fa-
milias a costear la educacion infan-
til temprana.

Almismo tiempo, dijo que mien-
tras que el cuidado de los nifnos en
edad temprana es “realmente caro
para las familias”, los trabajadores
de cuidado de ninos en edad tem-
pranano son “pagados lo suficiente
para el trabajo que estan hacien-
do" y algunos centros de cuidado
de nifos en edad temprana estan
‘apenas sobreviviendo”.

‘Nuevo Meéxico necesita un
apoyo gubernamental realmente
fuerte para ayudar.. especial-
mente para asegurar que los pa-
dres puedan permitirse ir a trabajar
y saber que sus hijos estan en am-
bientes realmente seguros y nutri-
tivos”, dijo.

Como niha que crecio en Nue-
vo México, la familia de Wallin se
beneficio de las politicas que fa-
vorecen a las familias de bajos
ingresos, dijo. Hija de una madre
soltera, Wallin citdo el programa
de almuerzos gratuitos y reduci-
dos como uno de los que ayudod a
su familia a permitirse una comida
nutritiva mientras estaba en la es-
cuela, ya que su madre tenia prob-
lemas economicos a pesar de tra-
bajar en el sistema de educacion
publica.

“Deberiamos proporcionar
apoyo economico a las madres
solteras”, dijo Wallin.

Wallin se define a si misma
como una “fanatica de los impues-
tos" y una “fanatica de los datos™ y
esta especialmente interesada en
como los impuestos pueden afec-
tar a las familias. Algunos de los
trabajos que NMVC ha realizado
desde entonces y de los que se si-
ente especialmente orgullosa son
los cambios que el estado hizo en
el crédito fiscal para familias traba-
jadoras.

“Esa es la politica que Voices
Propuso por primera vez en 2007
e impulsoé aumentos significativos”,
dijo.

Desde 2019, el crédito fiscal au-
mento del 10 por ciento al 25 por
ciento, lo que ha significado “cien-
tos de millones mas que van a las
familias”, dijo Wallin.

Wallin también dio testimonio
como testigo experto en la deman-
da de Yazzie/Martinez que desafio
la forma en que el estado esta ed-
ucando a los nifos latinos y nativos

americanos del estado. Ella dijo que
el resultado de esa demanda “con-
dujo a un progreso importante”, y
que ella esta “realmente orgullosa
de haber sido capaz de apoyar los
esfuerzos sobre los datos vy la in-
vestigacion sobre por qué tenemos
que mejorar por nuestros hijos.”

Antes de trabajar para el NMVC,
Wallin trabajoé para agencias es-
tatales y federales en diferentes
puestos. Recibid una Maestria en
Administracion Publica de la Uni-
versidad Estatal de Nuevo México
y trabajo en el Departamento de
Presupuesto de la Ciudad de Las
Cruces.

“Mi corazon esta en la intersec-
cion de la politica y la investigacion
y la defensa para lograr el progreso
de los nifnos y las familias”, dijo.

Susan Dunlap es una Reportera
de Justicia Reproductiva de New
Mexico Political Report. Esta
historia fue publicada originalmente
por New Mexico Political Report.
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dialogues about water-sharing ar-
rangements in times of drought;
the sight of water flowing like cap-
illaries through towns, around farm
plots — or in the case of Las Tram-
pas, down a flume carved from
tree trunks — are all part of what
makes New Mexico New Mexico,
especially in its small villages.

Typically, each acequia oper-
ates within a single watershed:
water is channeled from a river to
fields that lie alongside it. All of the
water remains within the same hy-
drological system. But the three di-
versions at the heart of the dispute
between Picuris and irrigators in
the Mora Valley are different. The
irrigators take water that belongs
to the Rio Pueblo — which is part of
the Rio Grande Basin — and move
it to the Mora River, in the Arkansas
River Basin. This strikes Picuris as
ecologically and spiritually crimi-
nal.

“They're killing the land, kill-
ing the environment,” Quanchello
said at Alamitos Creek. He made
a sweeping gesture to indicate the
entirety of the landscape: “This is
our homeland. It's all significant
to us,” he said. "Our herbs and tra-
ditional medicines and spiritual
plants are being depleted because
they need water. You can't just re-
place this stuff.”

“Water is vital from a spiritual
perspective,” said Picuris Tribal In-
terpreter Cecilia Shields, one of the
group at the creek with Quanchel-
lo. "And these waters, which flow
from around Serpent Lake, are
particularly sacred. It's a place of
prayer, a place where our people
pilgrimage, our center place” she
explained. “The whole of Jicarita
Peak and what the mountain holds
are all sacred, and to remove things
fromit" — as the diversions do — "is
to cut off the balance. The people
of Mora taking the water, it's a des-
ecration. It's heartbreaking.

“We have no issues with anyone
on our same watershed,” Shields
added. "Of course we'll share with
them, but not with users taking the
water where it wouldn't naturally

go’

Long battles, harsh betrayals
Picuris first lodged protests against
the diversions to Cleveland and
Chacon as early as the late 1860s.
They were summarily ignored.
When the Holman ditch became
operational in 1882, the pueblo,
with the help of Indian Agent Ben-
jamin Thomas, promptly pursued a
lawsuit in district court.

In a betrayal that stings to this
day, the attorney assigned by the
Department of Justice to repre-
sent Picuris in the suit simply never
showed up in court. This was a “di-

saster” for Picuris, Malcolm Ebright
— a lawyer who has worked with
pueblos and acequias — wrote in
a 2017 article for the New Mexico
Historical Review. Unable to find
anyone willing to take their case, it
was ultimately dismissed in 1885.

Records from the lawsuit con-
tribute both clarity and confusion
to the history of the diversions.
While filings in the case clear-
ly stated Picuris' objections to all
three ditches and the harm they
were causing the pueblo, the rem-
edy they sought specifically re-
quested an injunction only against
the one to Holman. Additionally,
the Indian agent wrote that Antonio
Olguin, who founded the commu-
nity of Cleveland, "was allowed [by
Picuris] to take this water” when he
masterminded the first diversion.
Irrigators in Cleveland today take
those words as proof that they did
not steal the water. It is a position
with which Ebright, a noted author
of books on pueblo history, tends
to agree. “There doesn't appear to
have been any protest against it at
the time of construction,” he said in
an interview.

Picuris flatly rejects this con-
clusion, pointing out that there
is nothing in the historical record
that corroborates Thomas' state-
ment. “There is no documentation
showing that we gave them any
water,” Quanchello said. "And even
if so, we would never have given
them permission to take an entire
stream! Our elders tell us that their
elders had told them that our peo-
ple have always wanted the water
back.”

Complicated cases

There are no simple paths forward
for Picuris. Pressing their claims
in court today would require filing
for an adjudication to determine
how much water they are legally
entitled to. It's a process that can
cost millions of dollars and take
decades to resolve. "Most adju-
dication cases outlive the judges
and lawyers on them,” said Richard
Hughes, a lawyer and water-rights
expert who has represented sever-
al pueblos. He is currently working
on cases that were first filed in the
1960s.

“‘Complicated cases like this
one require lots of expert work —
from the historical to the hydrologi-
cal. It gets very expensive,” Hughes
said. But, he noted, voluntary wa-
ter-sharing agreements aren't
easily reached, either. "If you don't
have legal proceedings ongoing.
it's difficult to convince non-Indians
that you have any leverage against
them. It's difficult to convince peo-
ple who have been using this water
for over a century to give up some

it

L

Antonio Medina, 83, a long-time officer on Acequia Encinal, in Cleveland, holds a cane carved by his grandfather in 1920. / Antonio

Photo/Foto: Michael Benanav

Medina, de 83 anos, un antiguo funcionario de la Acequia Encinal, en Cleveland, sostiene un baston tallado por su abuelo en 1920.
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Eufracio Vigil of Chacon is secretary treasurer of Acequia del Rito y la Sierra. / Eufracio Vigil, de Chacon, es secretario tesorero de la

of what they have

Official statistics that accurate-
ly convey just how much water is
being diverted from the Rio Pueblo
to the Mora River don't exist. One
former president of the Embudo
Valley Regional Acequia Associa-
tion, however, has pored over the
available data, comparing flows on
the Rio Pueblo with flows into the
diversions. "Fifteen to 20 percent
of all the water that should be go-
ing into the Rio Pueblo is going to
Mora,"” Robert Templeton conclud-
ed. But the reality is worse than
those numbers imply: “In drought
years, over 50 percent of the water
goes to Mora during the peak irri-
gating season of June and July —
and climate change means more

Acequia del Rito y la Sierra.

drought years." He estimates that
“more than half a million acre-feet
of water” has been diverted over
the years — which could fill a lake
the size of the Santa Fe Plaza to a
depth of 94 miles.

Templeton's assessment is not
without its critics. Among them is
Romero of the OSE. "Robert Tem-
pleton interpreted the flow data in-
correctly,” Romero said in an inter-
view, though he couldn't point to
any specific errors in Templeton’s
calculations.

What matters, Romero said,
is not what percentage of the Rio
Pueblo's natural flow is being di-
verted, but how much water Picur-
is is actually receiving, and whether
that's sufficient to meet the pueb-

lo's needs. To create a fair solution,
“You have to look at the whole sys-
tem,” which would include all of the
water in all the tributaries feeding
the river, he said. “We need more
streamflow data over a longer pe-
riod of time. We're trying to find
out how much boost the [diverted]
streams would provide if added to
the Rio Pueblo. Right now, | really
have noidea”

First come, first served

When there's not enough water to
go around, rights to it are allocat-
ed on a first come, first served ba-
sis: Whoever has been using it the
longest has a stronger claim than

See Picuris1 on page 19
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those who began using it later. In
times of drought, the “senior” can
make a priority call, and the "ju-
niors” may then have to cut their
usual allotment.

Paula Garcia, executive director
of the New México Acequia Associ-
ation, whose family has lived in the
Mora Valley since the 1860s, put it
bluntly: “There is no debate. Picur-
is has senior water rights. They've
been here since time immemorial.”
As Garcia sees it, “The people on
the acequias don't understand wa-
ter law — that you can't ight with
the pueblos the way you can fight
with other acequias.”

The president of Acequia En-
cinal, in Cleveland, acknowledges
that Picuris has senior rights, while
staunchly defending the diver-
sions. From his home overlooking
a sweep of fields irrigated by the
ditch, 83-year-old Antonio Medina
said, ‘I believe that Mora is pretty
conscious of pueblo rights. And
they've always been very respect-
ful of our rights, and very kind." As
proof, he said that Picuris has not
once made a priority call. (Respect
has nothing to do with it, according
to tribal interpreter Shields: If Picur-
is made a priority call, it would le-
gitimize Mora’s claim to the water,
and the pueblo would rather strug-
gle with less water than validate
the diversions.)

There was an attempt in recent
years to create a task force to ex-
plore the possibility of soothing
tensions with the pueblo, com-
prised of representatives from all
the Mora acequias fed by the di-
versions, Garcia noted. But it col-
lapsed due to infighting, amid ac-
cusations that they were stealing
water from each other. “It was a hot
mess,” she said.

The Cleveland diversion, which
feeds the Canoncito and Encinal
acequias, now blocks water from
flowing not only into the Rio Pueb-
lo, but also into Holman's ditch, the
Acequia de la Sierra. Parciantes
in Holman are furious. "Canoncito
and Encinal are robbing the eco-
system, the wetlands, Picuris and
la Sierra,” said Jimmy Sanchez, a
fifth-generation mayordomo (wa-
termaster) on the Holman acequia.
“They reinforced their diversion so
it now takes the entire Alamitos,
with nothing going to us or Picur-
is. Our acequia declaration, which
was filed in 1935, says that la Sier-
ra is partly fed by Alamitos. They're
taking more than their share. Picur-
is' fight should be with them, not
with us.”

The Canoncito acequia leader-
ship is unapologetic. Barbara Brad-
shaw, a retired nurse, has been its
treasurer since 2013, the year af-
ter she moved to Cleveland with

her husband Larry, a retired insur-
ance salesman who is Cahoncito's
mayordomo. When asked how a
fair resolution to the dispute might
look, Barbara replied in an email, “I
would say that the resolution needs
to be legal and follow established
New Mexico water law. Fair, like
beauty, may be in the eyes of the
beholder” She added: "We are le-
gally entitled to divert all of the wa-
ter that our culvert will carry.”

Romero of the OSE disagrees.
“Barbara is wrong,” he said. “They
can't just take the whole stream.
Holman and the Rio Pueblo have
a right to some of that water” The
OSE is going to take action, Rome-
ro continued. “We're getting our
legal team together. We're going
to do something. It's the right thing
todo”

The OSE's intentions, howev-
er, have not been communicat-
ed to Picuris, where official inac-
tion has instilled a sense that the
Mora diversions can act with im-
punity. “Who does enforcement?”
Quanchello asked, rhetorically.
“What's going on is blatantly wrong
and no one is willing to make it
right. We're going to have to take it
into our own hands.”

Everyone involved assumes
that Picuris did just that when the
diversions were damaged in No-
vember.

While assessing the towering
mound of earth and rock recent-
ly pushed in front of his acequia's
headgate, Sanchez shook his head
and spoke with a combination of
anger, sadness, and bewilderment.
‘| don't know why they did this to
us,” he said. "I've said that | want to
share the waters. | want peace and
stability. There's enough water to
share, but Cafioncito-Encinal isn't
letting it through.”

Sharing the water, most outside
observers agree, is the only way to
untangle this knot. “There has to be
some middle ground,” said Ebright.
“That's the traditional way of doing
things in New Meéxico, going back
hundreds of years

To that end, Romero said the
OSE is hoping to hold a meeting
before the end of the year, to bring
all of the parties together and dis-
cuss taking steps toward sharing
the water equitably.

Picuris, however, is in no mood
to pursue sharing agreements at
the moment. "Mora got the water
for the last 200 years. We'll take it
for the next 200, said Quanchel-
lo. "Then maybe we'll talk about
sharing.”

For now, Picuris still has nothing
to share. Within days of the breach
of the berm, the damage was re-
paired, forcing Alamitos Creek to-
ward Cleveland once again, leav-
ing the streambed dry.

Michael Benanav is a writer,
photographer and digital storyteller
based in northern New México.
This article was originally
published by Searchlight New
Mexico, a non-partisan, nonprofit
news organization dedicated to
investigative reporting in New
México.
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Picuris/Esp

Photo/Foto: Michael Benanav

El Lago de la Serpiente, con una altitud de 11.750 pies, es sagrado para el pueblo de Picuris, al igual que los manantiales que se
encuentran debajo, que alimentan el arroyo Alamitos y el Rito Angostura. / Serpent Lake, elevation 11,750 feet, is sacred to Picuris Pueblo,
as are the springs below it, which feed Alamitos Creek and Rito Angostura.

centenarias, para el alma misma
de un lugar. La limpieza anual de
primavera, la apertura de las ace-
quias, los didlogos sobre el repar-
to del agua en tiempos de sequia,
la vision del agua que fluye como
un capilar a través de los pueblos,
alrededor de las parcelas agricolas
o, en el caso de Las Trampas, por
un canal tallado en los troncos de
los arboles, todo ello forma parte
de lo que hace que Nuevo México
sea Nuevo México, especialmente
en sus pequenos pueblos.

Normalmente, cada acequia
funciona dentro de una unica cuen-
ca hidrografica: el agua se canaliza
desde un rio hasta los campos que
se encuentran a su lado. Toda el
agua permanece dentro del mis-
mo sistema hidrologico. Pero los
tres trasvases que estan en el cen-
tro de la disputa entre los picuris y
los regantes del valle del Mora son
diferentes. Los regantes toman el
agua que pertenece al Rio Pueblo
-que forma parte de la cuenca del
Rio Grande- y la trasladan al Rio
Mora, en la cuenca del Rio Arkan-
sas. Esto le parece a Picuris un cri-
men ecologico y espiritual.

‘Estan  matando la tierra,
matando el medio ambiente”, dijo
Quanchello en Alamitos Creek.

STATE NEWS
~ COMMENTARY
= ENVIRONMENT

EDUCATION
NATIONAL NEWS
-~ ART & CULTURE

Hizo un gesto amplio para indicar la
totalidad del paisaje: “Esta es nues-
tra patria. Todo es importante para
nosotros”, dijo. “Nuestras hierbas
y medicinas tradicionales y plan-
tas espirituales se estan agotan-
do porque necesitan agua. No se
puede sustituir todo esto”.

Largas batallas, duras traiciones
Los picuris presentaron por prime-
ra vez protestas contra los desvios a
Cleveland y Chacon ya a finales de
la década de 1860. Fueron ignora-
das sumariamente. Cuando la zanja
de Holman entro en funcionamien-
to en 1882, el pueblo, con la ayuda
del agente indio Benjamin Thomas,
interpuso rapidamente una deman-
da en el tribunal de distrito.

En una traicion que aun hoy es-
cuece, el abogado asignado por
el Departamento de Justicia para
representar a Picuris en la deman-
da simplemente no se presento
en el tribunal. Esto fue un "desas-
tre" para Picuris, escribido Malcolm
Ebright -un abogado que ha traba-
Jjado con pueblos y acequias- en un
articulo de 2017 para la New Mexico
Historical Review. Al no poder en-
contrar a nadie dispuesto a aceptar
su caso, éste fue finalmente deses-
timado en 1885.
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Los registros de la demanda
aportan tanto claridad como con-
fusion a la historia de las desvi-
aciones. Si bien los expedientes
del caso indicaban claramente las
objeciones de los picuris a las tres
zanjas y el dano que estaban caus-
ando al pueblo, el recurso que bus-
caban solicitaba especificamente
una orden judicial solo contra la
de Holman. Ademas, el agente in-
dio escribié que a Antonio Olguin,
que fundo la comunidad de Cleve-
land, "se le permitio [por parte de
los picuris] tomar esta agua” cuan-
do organizd el primer desvio. Los
regantes de Cleveland toman hoy
esas palabras como prueba de que
no robaron el agua. Es una postura
con la que Ebright, un destacado
autor de libros sobre la historia de
los pueblos, tiende a estar de acu-
erdo. "No parece que hubiera nin-
guna protesta en contra en el mo-
mento de la construccion®, dijo en
una entrevista.

Picuris rechaza de plano esta
conclusion, senalando que no

hay nada en el registro historico
que corrobore la afirmacion de
Thomas. “No hay ninguna docu-
mentacion que demuestre que les
dimos agua’, dijo Quanchello. "Y
aunque asi fuera, inunca les hab-

riamos dado permiso para tomar
un arroyo entero! Nuestros ancia-
nos nos dicen que los suyos les han
dicho que nuestro pueblo siempre
ha querido recuperar el agua™

El primero que llega es el
primero que se sirve

Cuando no hay suficiente agua
para todos, los derechos sobre ella
se asignan por orden de llegada: El
que lleva mas tiempo utilizando-
la tiene mas derecho que los que
empezaron a utilizarla mas tarde.
En épocas de sequia, el “senior”
puede hacer una peticion prioritar-
ia, y los “juniors” pueden entonces
tener que reducir su asignacion ha-
bitual.

Paula Garcia, directora ejecu-
tiva de la Asociacion de Acequias
de Nuevo Mexico, cuya familia ha
vivido en el Valle de Mora desde
la década de 1860, lo expreso sin
rodeos: "“No hay debate. Los Picur-
is tienen derechos de agua pref-
erentes. Han estado aqui desde
tiempos inmemoriales’. En opinion
de Garcia, “la gente de las acequias
no entiende la ley del agua: que no
se puede pelear con los pueblos
como se puede pelear con otras
acequias’.

El presidente de la Acequia En-
cinal, en Cleveland, reconoce que
los Picuris tienen derechos superi-
ores, aunque defiende firmemente
los trasvases. Desde su casa, con
vistas a una serie de campos rega-
dos por la acequia, Antonio Medi-
na, de 83 anos, dijo: “Creo que Mora
es muy consciente de los derechos
del pueblo. Y siempre han sido muy
respetuosos con nuestros dere-
chos, y muy amables”.

El desvio de Cleveland, que ali-
menta las acequias de Canoncito y
Encinal, impide ahora que el agua
fluya no soélo hacia el Rio Pueb-
lo, sino también hacia la acequia
de Holman, la Acequia de la Sier-
ra. Los parciantes de Holman es-
tan furiosos. "Canoncito y Encinal
estan robando el ecosistema, los
humedales, Picuris y la Sierra”, dijo
Jimmy Sanchez, mayordomo de
quinta generacion de la acequia de
Holman. "Reforzaron su desvio para
que ahora se lleve todo el Alamitos,
sin que nada vaya a hosotros o a Pi-
curis. Nuestra declaracion de ace-
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quia, que se presentd en 1935, dice
que la Sierra se alimenta en parte
del Alamitos. Se estan llevando
mas que su parte. La lucha de Pi-
curis deberia ser con ellos, no con
nosotros”.

Los dirigentes de la acequia de
Canoncito no se disculpan. Barbara
Bradshaw, una enfermera jubilada,
ha sido su tesorera desde 2013, el
ano después de mudarse a Cleve-
land con su marido Larry, un vend-
edor de seguros jubilado que es el
mayordomo de Canoncito. Cuando
se le pregunto como podria ser una
resolucion justa de la disputa, Bar-
bara respondio en un correo elec-
tronico: "Yo diria que la resolucion
tiene que ser legal y seguir la ley de
aguas establecida en Nuevo Méxi-
co. Lojusto, como la belleza, puede
estar en los gjos del que mira” Y
anadio: “Tenemos derecho legal a
desviar toda el agua que nuestra
alcantarilla pueda transportar”.

Romero, de la OSE, no esta de
acuerdo. “"Barbara se equivoca”
dijo. "No pueden quedarse con
todo el arroyo. Holman y el Rio
Pueblo tienen derecho a parte de
esa agua’. La OSE va a tomar me-
didas, continué Romero. “Estamos
reuniendo a nuestro equipo legal.
Vamos a hacer algo. Es lo que hay
que hacer”.

Sin embargo, las intenciones de
la OSE no han sido comunicadas
a Picuris, donde la inaccion oficial
ha infundido la sensacion de que
los desviadores de Mora pueden
actuar con impunidad. ‘¢Quién
hace cumplir la ley?" pregunto
Quanchello, retéricamente. “Lo
que esta ocurriendo es flagrante-
mente incorrecto y nadie esta dis-
puesto a corregirlo. Vamos a tener
que tomarnos la justicia por nues-
tramano”.

Michael Benanav es escritor,
fotografo y narrador digital en el
norte de Nuevo México. Searchlight
New Mexico es una organizacion
de noticias no partidista y sin fines
de lucro dedicada al reportaje de
investigacion en Nuevo México.

Traducido por Juan Carlos Uribe-
The Weekly Issue/El Semanario.
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We will have
conversations about
students, staff, and
community members
who passed away and
are buried at the
Albuquergue Indian
School Cemetery or
students who went
missing after attending

the Albuquerque Indian 4

School.

UNTOLD TRUTHS:
COMMUNITY
CONVERSATIONS
ABOUT THE
IMPACTS OF THE
ALBUQUERQUE
INDIAN SCHOOL
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 13TH 1:30-3:30PM

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14TH 9:30-11:30AM

REGISTER TO PARTICIPATE:
www.cabq.gov/oei/events
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Concejal Sawyer,

GRACIAS

Concejal Ortega,

GRACIAS

Concejal Sandoval,

GRACIAS

Concejal Torres,

GRACIAS

Concejal Kashmann,

GRACIAS

Concejal CdeBaca,

GRACIAS

Concejal Hinds,

GRACIAS

Concejal Kniech,

GRACIAS

El Concejo de la Ciudad de Denver adopld medidas audaces para profeger a nuesiros nifnos de [a
adiccion al tabaco, fomentar la equidad en la salud y para salvar vidos votando par poner fina la
vema de proeductos sabodzados de tabaco - iIncluyendao los clgarrillos electrdnicos con sabor y bos
cigarrillas de meantod. 51 blen agradecemos a los miembros del Concejo que se enfrentaran a las
grandes tabacalerns, estamos decepoionades que el alcalde Hancack veto esta ordenanza gque
salva vidas y anuld la accldn atrevida que tomd & Concejo para proteger a los nifies. El alcalde
Hancock estaba dispuesto a poner las ganancias de las companias tabacaleras por encima de la
salud de la nifez de Denver,

GRACIAS POR VOTAR POR PROTEGER A NUESTRA JUVENTUD.

KIDS
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