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Commentary/Commentario

On Immigration, No More Room for Political Paralysis

Maribel Hastings

and David Torres

ow many times can the
H Democrats trip over the
same stumbling block
when it comes to immigration?
How long will they allow Repub-
lican anti-immigrant extremists to
intimidate them, to the point of for-
getting that a majority of the pop-
ulation and a majority of the peo-
ple who vote for them in elections
support a path to legalization for
undocumented immigrants in this
country?

Their political behavior on this
specific issue has always walked a
fine and slippery line that works to
perfection in every campaign but
heads into a determined tailspin
when they achieve power.

For example, on April 16 the
White House had to reverse it-
self after announcing that it would
leave the annual refugee cap at
the same level as Donald Trump,
15,000. This is something that, as
a candidate, Joe Biden had prom-
ised to increase. The reactions
from pro-immigrant and pressure
groups were unexpected, gener-
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ating an immediate change in po-
sition.

Did they think no one would re-
alize it, and that their acquired le-
gitimacy after the elections was a
blank slate to change positions or,
in any case, go back on promis-
es? This barely-passed test should
shine a light on the political mo-
ment we are living in, the histor-
ic moment through which we are
all traveling, and the fact that the
vote they received was not an eas-
ily-won gift from society, but a new
opportunity to vindicate them-
selves as a political-electoral op-

Photo/Foto: America’s Voice

tion, before their electors and di-
verse immigrant communities.

In the case of the Democrats,
in theory, it has always been part
of their script to support immigra-
tion reforms that include a path to
legalization for millions of undoc-
umented immigrants. But in prac-
tice, when they begin to face Re-
publican critics or even moderates
in their own party, they become
paralyzed or abandon their original
promises.

Their weakness—their lack of
political courage when it is most
needed—is in fact evidenced after

How many times can
the Democrats trip over

the same stumbling
block when it comes to
immigration?

just three or four steps toward the
exercise of public policy, as if walk-
ing on the right side of history was
just the rehearsal of an orchestra
that will never perform its sympho-
nies.

How can one forget that Barack
Obama promised immigration re-
form and, although he had a Dem-
ocratic Congress on his side, opted
to look for bipartisan support? And
that, in doing so, he expanded de-
portations. Ultimately, there was
no Republican support and abso-
lutely no reform. There were fam-
ily separations, and millions of un-
documented immigrants saw their
efforts to achieve a better life, for

See Hastings on page 18

Ya No Hay Espacio para la Paralisis Politica

Maribel Hastings
and David Torres

m Cuantas veces pueden tro-
pezar los democratas con la
misma piedra cuando de in-

migracion se trata? ;Hasta cuando
permitiran que los extremistas re-
publicanos antiinmigrantes los in-
timiden, al punto de obviar que la
mayoria de la poblacion y la may-
oria de quienes votan por ellos en
las elecciones apoyan una via a la
legalizacion de los indocumenta-
dos en este pais?

Su comportamiento politico en
este especifico tema ha caminado
siempre por una fina y resbaladiza
linea que funciona a la perfeccion

en toda campana, pero que se va
en decidida picada cuando estan
en el poder.

Por ejemplo, el 16 de abril la
Casa Blanca tuvo que dar reversa
al anuncio de que dejaria el tope
anual de refugiados al mismo niv-
el que la administracion de Don-
ald Trump, es decir, en 15,000. Esto
es algo que, como candidato, Joe
Biden habia prometido incremen-
tar. Las reacciones de grupos pro
inmigrantes y de presion no se hi-
cieron esperar, generando el cam-
bio de postura de inmediato.

¢Pensaban que nadie se iba a
dar cuenta y que la legitimidad
adquirida tras las elecciones era
una carta blanca para modificar
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sCuantas veces pueden
tropezar los democratas

con la misma piedra
cuando de inmigracion se
trata?

posiciones o, en todo caso, prome-
sas? Esta prueba medianamente
superada les debe arrojar luz so-
bre el momento politico que estan
viviendo, el momento historico por
el que todos estamos atravesan-
do y que el voto recibido no fue
una prebenda facil por parte de
la sociedad, sino una nueva opor-
tunidad para reivindicarse como
opcion politico-electoral, ahora si,
ante sus electores y ante las diver-
sas comunidades inmigrantes.

Esto es, en el caso de los
democratas, siempre ha sido su
guion el apoyar en teoria reformas
migratorias que incluyan una via a
la legalizacion de millones de in-
documentados. Pero en la practi-
ca, cuando comienzan a enfrentar
criticas republicanas o incluso de
los moderados de su propio parti-
do se paralizan o dan marcha atras
a sus promesas originales.

Su debilidad —su falta de
agallas politicas cuando mas se

Vea Hastings/Esp, pagina 18
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Value People over Profit: A Bill That Can Save Lives

Bianey Bermudez

y name is Bianey Ber-
mudez, I'm 25 years old
and | have lived and

been a part of the low-income
marginalized community in Sher-
idan, Colorado for most of my
life. Going to a school with a 90%
low-income student population
and being a part of an immigrant
community, | know that commu-
nities like mine are often policed
heavier than the community that's

five minutes away with some of the
wealthiest names in Colorado.

I've witnessed friends choos-
ing crime because they are the
sole providers in their families, I've
witnessed homelessness and I've
witnessed hard working undocu-
mented people working tirelessly
to give their children a better op-
portunity. Above all of that | know
that crime isn't solved by policing.
it's solved by support.

| am tired of seeing Black and
Brown people being heavily pros-

ecuted for low level offenses. |
am angered at writing about peo-
ple losing their battle with men-
tal health issues at the mercy of
the police. | am sick of waking up
to news about people who have
lost their lives at the hands of po-
lice brutality. | believe that SB21-
62 is the beginning of a solution
to a problem that has been affect-
ing marginalized communities for
generations. Growing up my fami-
ly would always say La vida es sa-
grada, life is sacred. In this country

El Séffianario

it seems like the only sacred life is
that of white, wealthy, able bodied
people.

SB21-62 safely reduces jail pop-
ulations by limiting cash bail and
pretrial detention. This bill would
reserve jail beds for people who
are areal threat to the safety of oth-
ers, instead of criminalizing poverty
and race. The punishments of cash
bail and pretrial detention dispro-
portionately harms our black and

I am tired of seeing
Black and Brown people
being heavily prosecuted

for low level offenses. I
am angered at writing
about people losing their
battle with mental health
issues at the mercy of
the police.

See Bermudez on page 17

Valorar a las Personas Sobre las Ganancias: Una Factura que Puede Salvar Vidas

Bianey Bermudez

i nombre es Bianey Ber-
mudez, tengo 25 anos y
he vivido y sido parte de

la comunidad marginada de bajos
ingresos en Sheridan, Colorado,
durante la mayor parte de mi vida.
Al ir a una escuela con un 90% de
poblacion estudiantil de bajos in-
gresos y ser parte de una comuni-
dad de inmigrantes, sé que las co-
munidades como la mia a menudo
estan mas vigiladas que la comu-
nidad que esta a cinco minutos de
distancia con algunos de los nom-

bres mas ricos de Colorado. He
sido testigo de como amigos eli-
gen el crimen porque son los uni-
cos proveedores de sus familias,
he sido testigo de la falta de vivi-
enda y he sido testigo de personas
indocumentadas que trabajan in-
cansablemente para darles a sus
hijos una mejor oportunidad. Por
encima de todo, se que el crimen
no se resuelve con la policia, se re-
suelve con el apoyo.

Estoy cansada de ver que se
procesa duramente a personas de
raza negra y morena por delitos de
poca monta. Me enagja escribir so-

Queer Youth of Color Need a
Change of Narrative

Jonathan Garcia

s a teenager in the 'Qos, |
looked forward to finishing
my homework early nearly

every night so | could watch a tele-
novela with my mom and abuelita.
Latin American soap operas cap-
tured my imagination most when
their melodrama and magical re-
alism addressed social issues. As
a queer Latinx youth from Colom-
bia, | sat riveted to the screen when
the characters struggled with clas-
sism, immigration, and racism. But |
was disillusioned because the few
queer characters who took center
stage reinforced stereotypes and
provided comic relief.

In reality, queer Latinx youth are
much more complex. A 2019 focus
group we conducted with parents,
youth, health providers, and ed-
ucators in Corvallis and Portland,
Oregon, found that queer Latinx
youth can face dual forces of iso-
lation. They experience racism and
xenophobia within queer spaces,
and transphobia and homophobia
in ethnic community spaces. At the
intersection of queer and Latinx
communities, we found that these

Believing their isolation
is a result of being
timid, introverted, or

having inadequate social
skills, the queer Latinx
youth in the focus group
blamed themselves.

youth experience identity strain
that leaves them feeling unworthy
and lacking someone in whom to
confide.

Believing their isolation is a re-
sult of being timid, introverted, or
having inadequate social skills, the
queer Latinx youth in the focus
group blamed themselves. Their
reaction is consistent with findings
about queer youth in general: per-
vasive social isolation and rejection
drive them to feel unsafe in school
and at home, and to attempt sui-
cide.

Queer youth of color need a
change of narrative. As director of
the Engaging the Next Latinx Allies

See Queer on page 17

bre personas que pierden la batal-
la con problemas de salud mental
a merced de la policia. Estoy harta
de despertarme con noticias sobre
personas que han perdido la vida
a manos de la brutalidad policial.
Creo que SB21-62 es el comien-
zo de una solucion a un problema
que ha estado afectando a co-
munidades marginadas durante
generaciones. Al crecer, mi familia
siempre decia "La vida es sagrada’.
En este pais parece que la unica
vida sagrada es la de las personas
blancas, ricas y sanas.

SB21-62 reduce de manera

segura la poblacion carcelaria al
limitar la fianza en efectivo y la de-
tencion preventiva. Este proyec-
to de ley reservaria camas en las
carceles para personas que son
una amenaza real para la segu-
ridad de los demas, en lugar de
criminalizar la pobrezay laraza. Los
castigos de la fianza en efectivo y
la prision preventiva perjudican de
manera desproporcionada a nues-
tros vecinos negros y morenos y a
las personas con problemas de sa-
lud mental. Todos hemos sido tes-

Estoy cansada de ver que
se procesa, duramente a,
personas de raza negra
y morena, por delitos de

poca monta. Me encja
escribir sobre personas
que pierden la batalla con
problemas de salud mental
a merced de la policia.

Vea Bermudez/Esp, pagina 17
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The Power of Money Alone Can't Fix Central América—Or Stop Migration to US

Luis Guillermo Solis

T o stem migration from
Central América, the Biden
administration has a US$4
billion plan to “"build security and
prosperity” in Honduras, Guatema-
la and El Salvador - home to more
than 85% of all Central American
migrants who arrived in the US.
over the last three years.

The US. seeks to address the
factors pushing people to leave
their countries” - namely, violence,
crime, chronic unemployment and
lack of basic services - in a region
of gross public corruption.

The Biden plan, which will be
partially funded with money di-
verted from immigration detention
and the border wall, is based on a
sound analysis of Central Ameéri-

Photo: via The Conversation

ca's dismal socioeconomic con-
ditions. As a former president of
Costa Rica, | can attest to the dire
situation facing people in neigh-
boring nations.

As a historian of Central Améri-
ca, | also know money alone can-
not build a viable democracy.

Failed efforts

Guatemala, Honduras and El
Salvador comprise Central Ameéri-
ca's "Northern Triangle” - a poor
region with among the world's

highest murder rates.
These countries need educa-

tion, housing and health systems
that work. They need reliable eco-
nomic structures that can attract
foreign investment. And they need
inclusive social systems and other
crime-prevention strategies that
allow people to live without fear.

No such transformation can
happen without strong public insti-
tutions and politicians committed
to the rule of law.

Biden's aid to Central América
comes with strict conditions, re-
quiring the leaders of Guatemala,
Honduras and EL Salvador to “un-

dertake significant, concrete and
verifiable reforms,” including with
their own money.

But the US. has unsuccessful-
ly tried to make change in Central
Ameérica for decades. Every Amer-
ican president since the 1960s has
launched initiatives there.

During the Cold War, the US.
aimed to counter the spread of
communism in the region, some-
times militarily. More recently U.S.
aid has focused principally on
strengthening democracy, by in-
vesting in everything from the ju-
diciary reform and women's ed-
ucation to agriculture and small
businesses.

The Obama administration also
spent millions on initiatives to fight
illegal drugs and weaken the street
gangs, called "maras,” whose bru-

As a former president of
Costa Rica, I can attest to
the dire situation facing
people in neighboring
nations. As a historian
of Central América, I
also know money alone
cannot build a viable
democragcy.

tal control over urban neighbor-
hoods is one reason migrants say
they flee.

Such multibillion-dollar efforts
have done little to improve the re-
gion's dysfunctions.

See Solis on page 19

Debt-Based License Suspensions Are Bad Public Policy

Michelle Borbon

n the tragic killing of Daunte
Wright, police claimed they
stopped him because when
they ran his plates, they found he
had unpaid fines and fees. Fines
and fees are part of a nation-
wide problem where state and
local governments rely on law
enforcement for revenue gener-

ation. When policymakers allow
counties and states to rely on
fines and fees to fund essential
services, they perversely incen-
tivize the over-criminalization and
over-policing of innocuous con-
duct. More laws fining minor of-
fenses create more opportunities
to issue money-making tickets
and, consequently, provide more
excuses for police to engage in

ARE YOU

UNINSURED?
¢NO TIENE SEGURO?

race-based surveillance under
the guise of the law.

Wright's death is just the most
recent example of the devastat-
ing harm caused by employing
law enforcement officers as debt
collectors. Every year, there are
30 million cases related to minor
infractions punishable by fines
and fees — many of which give
cops an excuse to make pretex-

tual traffic stops. The American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) new
report, “Reckless Lawmaking,
proposes a simple fix to stop
over-policing and decrease in-
come inequality: end debt-based
license suspension.

In our study, we reviewed the
state policy landscape and con-
ducted in-depth semi-structured
interviews with 16 people who

|
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When policymakers rely
on predatory fines and
fees to fund government
services, they not only

impoverish drivers,
they also incentivize
unnecessary encounters
with the criminal legal
system and waste city
resources.

had unpaid fines and suspended
licenses. Each interview proved
that debt-based suspensions
make it nearly impossible for driv-
ers to pay off their debts.

Suspensions are counterpro-
ductive to improving collection
outcomes. If a driver can't afford
a parking ticket, they also can't
afford the late fee for the missed
payment. Take Dario, one of our
interviewees, who was pulled
over by the police for “tinted win-
dows.” When he couldn't afford
to pay the initial ticket of $225, he
got slapped with an extra $807 in
fees, for a grand total of $1,032.
Neither the police nor the court
cared that Dario couldn't afford
the charges and his license was
suspended pending repayment.
But because he worked 35 miles
from his home, the suspension
cut his income in half.

“Since | couldn't drive to work,
| lost my job,” Dario explained —
a story that repeated itself across
multiple interviews.

See Borbon on page 19
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More Women Than Men Are Getting Covid Shots

By Laura Ungar

ary Ann Steiner drove
2%2 hours from her home
in the St. Louis suburb

of University City to the tiny Ozark
town of Centerville, Missouri, to
get vaccinated against covid-19.
After pulling into the drive-thru
line in a church parking lot, she
noticed that the others waiting for
shots had something in common
with her.

“Everyone in the very short line
was a woman," said Steiner, 70.

Her observation reflects a na-
tional reality: More women than
men are getting covid vaccines,
even as more men are dying of the
disease. Kaiser Health News (KHN)
examined vaccination dashboards
for all 50 states and the District of
Columbia in early April and found
that each of the 38 that listed gen-

der breakdowns showed more
women had received shots than
men.

Public health experts cited
many reasons for the difference,
including that women make up
three-quarters of the workforce
in health care and education, sec-
tors prioritized for initial vaccines.
Women's longer life spans also
mean that older people in the first
rounds of vaccine eligibility were
more likely to be female. But as
eligibility expands to all adults,
the gap has continued. Experts
point to women's roles as caregiv-
ers and their greater likelihood to
seek out preventive health care in
general as contributing factors.

In Steiner's case, her daugh-
ter spent hours on the phone and
computer, scoping out and setting
up vaccine appointments for five
relatives. “In my family, the wom-

en are about a million times more
proactive” about getting a covid
vaccine, Steiner said. “The females
in families are often the ones who
are more proactive about the
health of the family.”

As of early April, statistics
showed the vaccine breakdown
between women and men was
generally close to 60% and 40%
— women made up 58% of those
vaccinated in Alabama and 57% in
Florida, for example.

States don't measure vaccina-
tions by gender uniformly, though.
Some break down the statistics by
total vaccine doses, for example,
while others report people who
have gotten at least one dose.
Some states also have a separate
category for nonbinary people or
those whose gender is unknown.

A handful of states report gen-
der vaccination statistics over

time. That data shows the gap has
narrowed but hasn't disappeared
as vaccine eligibility has expand-
ed beyond people in long-term
care and health care workers.

Dr. Elvin Geng, a professor at
the medical school at Washington
University in St. Louis, said women
of all age groups, races and eth-
nicities generally use health ser-
vices more than men — which is
one reason they live longer.

Arrianna Planey, an assistant
professor who specializes in med-
ical geography at the University of
North Carolina-Chapel Hill, said
it's often women who manage
medical appointments for their
households so they may be more
familiar with navigating health
systems.

Decades of research have
documented how and why men
are less likely to seek care. A 2019

“It’s for my safety, for
my kids’ safety, for my
neighbors’ safety, for
the people who go to my
church’s safety. I really
don’t understand the
resistance.”

Mary Ann Steiner

study in the American Journal of
Men's Health, for example, exam-
ined health care use in religious
heterosexual men and conclud-
ed masculine norms — such as
a perception that they are sup-

See Women on page 20

Se Vacunan Mas Mujeres Que Hombres

Por Laura Ungar

ary Ann Steiner condujo
dos horas y media des-
de su casa en University

City, un suburbio de St. Louis, has-
ta la pequena ciudad de Ozark, en
Centerville, Missouri, para vacu-
narse contra covid-19. Después de
poner su auto en fila en el estacio-
namiento de una iglesia, notd que
las otras personas que esperaban
tenian algo en comun con ella.

“Todos en la corta linea eran
mujeres’, dijo Steiner, de 70 anos.

Su observacion refleja una re-
alidad nacional: mas mujeres que
hombres estan recibiendo vacunas
contra covid, incluso cuando mas
hombres mueren a causa de la en-
fermedad.

KHN examino los registros de
vacunacion de los 50 estados y el
Distrito de Columbia a principios
de abril y descubrié que cada uno
de los 38 que desglosan por gene-
ro mostraba que mas mujeres que
hombres habian recibido la vacuna.

Expertos en salud publica ex-
plican esta diferencia por muchas
razones, una central: las mujeres
constituyen las tres cuartas partes

Provided to you by:

de la fuerza laboral en la atencion
meédica y la educacion, sectores
priorizados en las primeras fases
de vacunacion.

También, las mujeres viven mas,
por lo que los residentes de hoga-
res que recibieron las vacunas en la
primera ronda tendieron a ser mu-
jeres. Pero a medida que la elegib-
ilidad se expande a todos los adul-
tos y a mas edades, esta brecha ha
continuado.

Expertos senalan los roles de
las mujeres como cuidadoras vy
su mayor probabilidad de buscar
atencion medica preventiva en
general como factores que con-
tribuyen a esta brecha.

En el caso de Steiner, su hia
paso horas en el teléfono y la com-
putadora, buscando y programan-
do citas de vacunacion para cinco
familiares. "En mi familia, las mu-
jeres son un millon de veces mas
proactivas para la vacunacion con-
tra covid”, dijo Steiner. "General-
mente, las mujeres son mas proac-
tivas con respecto a la salud de la
familia™.

A principios de abril, las es-
tadisticas mostraban que el des-
glose de la vacuna entre mujeres y

hombres generalmente se acerca-
ba al 60% y al 40%. Por ejemplo, las
mujeres constituian el 58% de las
vacunadas en Alabamay el 57% en
Florida.

Sin embargo, los estados no
miden las vacunas por género de
manera uniforme. Algunos des-
glosan las estadisticas por dosis
totales de vacunas, mientras que
otros informan personas que han
recibido al menos una dosis. Al-
gunos estados también tienen una
categoria separada para personas
no binarias o aquellas cuyo género
se desconoce.

Un punado de estados informan
estadisticas de vacunacion por
genero a lo largo del tiempo. Esos
datos muestran que aunque la
elegibilidad para recibir la vacuna
se ha expandido, la brecha, aunque
reducida, no ha desaparecido.

El doctor Elvin Geng, profesor
de la Escuela de Medicina de la
Universidad de Washington en St.
Louis, dijo que las mujeres de todos
los grupos de edad, razas y etnias
generalmente usan los servicios de
salud mas que los hombres, que es
una de las razones por la que viven
mas tiempo.

Arrianna  Planey, profesora
asistente de geografia medica
en la Universidad de Carolina del
Norte-Chapel Hill, dijo que a menu-
do son las mujeres quienes organi-
zan las citas médicas en sus hog-
ares por lo que puedan estar mas
familiarizadas con la navegacion de
los sistemas de salud.

Décadas de investigacion han
documentado como y por qué es
menos probable que los hombres
busquen atencion. Un_estudio de
2019 en el American Journal of
Men's Health examino el uso de la
atencion meédica en hombres reli-
giosos heterosexuales y concluyo
que las normas masculinas, como
la percepcion de que son fuertes,
eran la razon principal por la que
muchos hombres evitaban buscar
atencion medica.

Las actitudes sobre la pandemia
de covid y las vacunas tambien
afectan a quién las recibe.

La doctora Rebecca Wurtz, di-
rectora de administracion y politi-
cas de salud publica en la Univer-
sidad de Minnesota, dijo que las
muijeres han tenido mas probabil-
idades de perder sus trabajos du-
rante la pandemia y. en muchos

“Es por mi seguridad, por
la, seguridad de mis hijos,
por la seguridad de mis

vecinos, por la gente que va,
a mi iglesia. Realmente no
entiendo la resistencia”.

Mary Ann Steiner

casos, son las que llevan la peor
parte enla ensenanzay el cuidado
de los ninos en el hogar.

“Las mujeres estan preparadas
para hacer esto incluso mas que
los hombres", dijo Wurtz.

Las actitudes politicas también
influyen en las opiniones de la
gente sobre como afrontar la pan-
demia, dijeron expertos. Una en-
cuesta de Gallup de 2020 encontrd
que tanto entre demaocratas como
republicanos, las mujeres eran
mas propensas a decir que tom-
aban precauciones para preve-
nir contraer covid, como practicar
siempre el distanciamiento fisico y
usar mascaras.

En una encuesta nacional re-
ciente realizada por KFF, el 29%

Vea Mujeres, pagina 23
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Efforts Continue to Vaccinate the Underrepresented

By Anna Almendrala

eonor Garcia held her clip-
L board close to her chest

and rapped on the car win-
dow with her knuckles. The driver
was in one of dozens of cars lined
up on a quiet stretch of road in Ad-
elanto, California, a small city near
the southwestern edge of the Mo-
jave Desert. He was waiting for the
food bank line to start moving and
lowered the passenger window
just enough to hear what Garcia
wanted. Then she launched into
her pitch.

‘Good morning! We're here to
talk about Covid-19 today! Do you
have a minute?” she said in Span-
ish.

After a brief conversation, Garcia
learned the man had no internet
connection or phone of his own,
but was 66 years old and wanted
to get the covid vaccine. He had
tried to visit a pharmacy in person,
but the shots were all out for the
day. Garcia took down his name
and the phone number of a friend,
so she could reach the driver later
about a mobile vaccine clinic that
her organization, EL Sol Neighbor-
hood Educational Center, was put-
ting together for the remote desert

Photo/Foto: Anna Almendrala/Kaiser Health News

Dr. Marx Genovez, a family medicine doctor, prepares Guadalupe Neri's arm for a
Covid-19 vaccine at El Sol Neighborhood Educational Center's pop-up vaccination clinic
on March 19, 2021 in Adelanto, California. / £l doctor Marx Genovez, medico de familia,
prepara el brazo de Guadalupe Neri para una vacuna de Covid-19 en la clinica de vacunacion
emergente de El Sol Neighborhood Educational Center, el 19 de marzo, en Adelanto, California.

city sometime in April.

Then it was on to the next car.
And the next. As the line start-
ed moving, she and fellow health
worker Erika Marroquin jogged
up and down the sidewalk, taking
down names, phone numbers and
preexisting conditions. It was the
first mild, sunny day the High Des-
ert region had seen in weeks, and
the exercise made them sweat.

After 90 minutes, the food bank
was done for the day, and Garcia
and Marroquin had spoken to peo-

GET INTO
CHARACTER!

ple in 54 cars. They had found six
people eager for the covid vaccine
and eligible for it immediately. Ten
more wanted to be put on a waiting
list for leftover doses.

The rollout of vaccinations in
California, as in many states, has
been slow and chaotic. More than
5 million of the 24 million adults in
the nation's most populous state
have been at least partially vacci-
nated, while an additional 5.6 mil-
lion are fully vaccinated. Come
April 15, all adults in California will
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be eligible to sign up for a vaccine,
and by early summer the goal is
to have plenty of vaccine for any
adult who wants it.

But the country needs to get
the vaccination rate to about 75% to
keep the virus from easily spread-
ing — a level called herd immunity
by experts on infectious diseas-
es. But even that figure assumes
the population is homogenous in
terms of vaccination. That's why
the state’s ability to stave off anoth-
er Covid surge may rely on people
like Garcia and Marroquin — com-
munity health workers and orga-
nizers doing time-intensive, labo-
rious work — to prevent pockets
of the population with low vacci-
nation rates in remote or isolated
communities from becoming a tin-
derbox for a new covid surge.

“When you have geographical
or social pockets of unvaccinated
people, it really messes up herd
immunity,” said Daniel Salmon, di-
rector at the Institute for Vaccine
Safety at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity's Bloomberg School of Public
Health.

US. measles outbreaks in re-
cent years provide a sobering ex-
ample. State and national vaccine
coverage is quite high, "but then
you'd have these communities
where a lot of people would re-
fuse vaccines, and then measles
would be imported and create an
outbreak,” Salmon said. Outbreaks
have hit certain Orthodox Jewish
communities in New York, Somali
immigrants in Minnesota and afflu-
ent pockets of Southern California
where anti-vaccine parents lived.

The coronavirus is still circu-
lating widely in California, though
at much lower levels than two
months ago. The virus, especial-
ly an increasingly common, more
contagious variant, could easily rip
through vulnerable communities
with low levels of immunity. In Ad-
elanto, where 29% of residents live
in poverty, less than 6% of the adult
population had been fully vacci-
nated by March 20.

As of March 26, most of the
more than 159 million vaccine
doses distributed since December
had gone to the healthiest, wealth-
iest places in the state. Communi-
ty-based organizations like non-
profits and churches are clamoring
for more funding — and trust — to
carry the vaccine the final mile to
the people they've been serving
for years.

ElSol's success in getting Black,
Latino and other underrepresent-
ed populations vaccinated de-
bunks the idea that these groups
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“Even if they don’t give

us money, we’ll keep
doing the work.”

Alex Fgjardo, El Sol

won't get the shot, said Juan Car-
los Belliard, assistant vice presi-
dent for community partnerships
at Loma Linda University Health
in San Bernardino County. Loma
Linda is collaborating with EL Sol to
staff and provide doses for clinics.
The people who show up are ready
for their vaccine, though some are
a bit hesitant, he said.

“They're not like our mid-
dle-class folks who are literally
crying for the vaccine," Belliard
said. "These folks are still nervous
about it, but you've removed al-
most all of these other barriers for
them”

ElL Sol's community workers
were supported by a $52.7 million
combined effort from state and
philanthropic funding that provid-
ed grants to 337 organizations con-
sidered ‘“trusted messengers” in
their communities. The money was
pushed out to groups like EL Sol
that had proven track records of
shoe-leather canvassing for voter
registration or census surveys.

El Sol received $120,000 from
the public-private initiative to sup-
port its general outreach and edu-
cational efforts for covid vaccina-
tion. But the group was in the dark
about whether it would get any re-
imbursement for the mobile vac-
cination events it has organized in
San Bernardino County, said exec-
utive director Alex Fajardo.

El Sol held a pop-up vaccina-
tion event Feb. 17 at Centro Cris-
tiano Luz y Esperanza, a church
located off a two-lane expressway
in Adelanto, surrounded by desert
scrub. Medical staffers, students
and vaccines arrived from Loma
Linda University Health, about an
hour away, to vaccinate 250 peo-
ple, and returned a month later to
give people their second doses.

Patricia Pérez, 47, and Rosa
Hernandez, 69, a mother-daughter
pair, were among those who got
their vaccines at Centro Cristiano.

Perez's father, who works in a
supermarket dairy department,
fell ill with covid in June and was
unable to return to work for six
months. No one else in the sev-
en-member household ended up
testing positive, but Rosa Hernan-
dez is a cancer survivor and her
daughter was worried about her.

See Underrepresented on page 21
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Continuan los Esfuerzos para Vacunar a

Por Anna Almendrala

eonor Garcia sostuvo su
L carpeta cerca de su pecho

y golped la ventana del
auto con los nudillos. Habia doce-
nas de vehiculos alineados en un
tramo tranquilo de la carretera en
Adelanto, California, una pequena
ciudad cerca del borde suroeste
del desierto de Mojave. El conduc-
tor estaba esperando que la fila
del banco de alimentos comen-
zara a moverse y bajo la ventanilla
del pasajero lo suficiente para es-
cuchar a Garcia.

La mujer dijo en espanol: “iBue-
nos dias! iHoy estamos aqui para
hablar sobre Covid-19! ;Tienes un
minuto?.

Despuées de una breve conver-
sacion, Garcia supo que el hombre
no tenia conexion a Internet ni tele-
fono propio, pero tenia 66 anos y
queria recibir la vacuna. Habia ido
a una farmacia en persona, pero ya
no habia dosis por ese dia.

Garcia anoto su nombre y el
numero de telefono de un ami-
go, para poder comunicarse con
el conductor mas tarde sobre una
clinica movil de vacunas que EL Sol
Neighborhood Educational Center,
estaba organizando para la remota
y desertica ciudad, en algun mo-
mento de abril.

Luego paso al siguiente co-
che. Y al siguiente. Cuando la fila
comenzd a moverse, ella y su
companera, la trabajadora de sa-
lud Erika Marroquin, corrieron arri-
ba y abajo por la acera, anotando
nombres, numeros de teléfono y
condiciones preexistentes. Era el
primer dia templado y soleado que
la region del High Desert habia vis-
to en semanas, y el gjercicio las
hacia sudar.

Después de 90 minutos, se ter-
mino el banco de alimentos del
dia, y Garcia y Marroquin habian
hablado con personas en 54 autos.
Encontraron a seis ansiosas por la
vacuna covid y elegibles de inme-
diato. Otras 10 querian estar en lista
de espera de dosis sobrantes.

Como en muchos estados, la
implementacion de la vacunacion
en California ha sido lenta y caoti-
ca. Mas de 5 millones de los 24 mil-
lones de adultos en el estado mas
poblado del pais han sido vacuna-
dos al menos parcialmente, mien-
tras que otros 5.6 millones estan
completamente vacunados.

El 15 de abril, todos los adultos
de California seran elegibles para
inscribirse para recibir una vacuna
y. @ principios del verano, el obje-
tivo es tener suficientes dosis para
cualquier adulto que la quiera.

<o
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aiser Health News

Residentes de la region de High Desert,

hacen fila en el Centro Cristiano Luz y

Esperanza, en Adelanto, para recibir la segunda dosis de la vacuna contra Covid, en un
evento de vacunacion el 19 de marzo. Las otras filas son para personas que esperan
por su segunda dosis, o por remanentes de vacunas. / Residents of California’s High
Desert region line up at the Centro Cristiano Luz y Esperanza church in Adelanto to receive
their second doses of Covid vaccine at El Sol's March 19 vaccination event. In line on the left
are those who got their first shot at an event the previous month. The line on the right is full of
people hoping for leftover doses.

Pero el pais necesita llevar la
tasa de vacunacion a alrededor
del 75% para evitar que el virus se
propague facilmente, un nivel lla-
mado inmunidad colectiva por los
expertos en enfermedades infec-
ciosas. Una figura que asume que
la poblacion es homogénea en
términos de vacunacion.

Es por eso que la capacidad del
estado para evitar otro aumento

Please contact COLOR about upcoming community forums on
the “Know Your Rights” training for immigrant families and
the “What’s At Stake?” information sessions regarding your

de covid puede depender de per-
sonas como Garcia y Marroquin,
trabajadores de salud comunitar-
ios que corren contra el tiempo
realizando una tarea intensa, para
evitar que grupos de poblaciones
con bajas tasas de vacunacion en
comunidades remotas o aisladas
se conviertan en un polvorin para
una nueva oleada de covid.
“Cuando hay zonas geograficas

health care coverage.
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0 grupos sociales no vacunados,
realmente se arruina la inmunidad
colectiva’, dijo Daniel Salmon, di-
rector del Instituto para la Seguri-
dad de las Vacunas de la Escuela
de Salud Publica Bloomberg de la
Universidad Johns Hopkins.

Los brotes de sarampion en
los Estados Unidos en los ultimos
anos proporcionan un ejemplo
aleccionador. La cobertura de va-
cunas a nivel estatal y nacional es
bastante alta, “pero luego tienes
estas comunidades donde mucha
gente rechaza las vacunas, apa-
rece sarampion importado y se
genera un brote”, dijo Salmon.

Los brotes han afectado a cier-
tas comunidades judias ortodox-
as en Nueva York, inmigrantes
somalies en Minnesota, y zonas
acomodadas del sur de California
donde viven padres que estan en
contra de las vacunas.

El coronavirus que causa covid
sigue circulando ampliamente en
California, aunque a niveles mucho
mas bajos que hace dos meses. El
virus, especialmente una variante
cada vez mas comun y mas conta-
giosa, podria atravesar facilmente
comunidades vulnerables con ba-
jos niveles de inmunidad.

En Adelanto, donde el 29% de

Hablamos de temas como la justicia
reproductiva, derechos del inmigrante,
cobertura médica, sexo y sexualidad,
entre otros. Las lineas telefonicas estan
abiertas a los radioescuchas. Por favor

(303) 237-1150 y comparte tus pregun-
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“Incluso si no nos dan

dinero, seguiremos
haciendo el trabajo”.

Alex Fajardo, El Sol

los residentes vive en la pobre-
za, menos del 6% de la poblacion
adulta se habia vacunado por
completo al 20 de marzo.

Al 26 de marzo, la mayoria de
las mas de 15.9 millones de dosis
de vacunas distribuidas desde dic-
iembre se habian destinado a los
lugares mas saludables vy ricos del
estado.

Las organizaciones comunitar-
ias sin fines de lucro y las iglesias
estan clamando por mas fondos,
y confianza, para llevar la vacuna
hasta la ultima milla, a las personas
a las que han estado sirviendo du-
rante anos.

El éxito de El Sol en vacunar a
las poblaciones negras, latinas y
otras poblaciones subrepresenta-

Vea Infrarrepresentados, pagina 20
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Students Appreciate Practical Lessons on Personal Finance

COLORADO

By Melanie Asmar

n a recent Thursday, Den-
ver teacher Daniel Walter
started a lesson on sup-

ply and demand with a question
about legendary New York Yan-
kees player Alex Rodriguez.

“If A-Rod's skills are unique
enough to get him paid $275 mil-
lion, what do we know about the
supply of great baseball players?
High? Low? Somewhere in the
middle?” Walter asked.

Low, said his students. Walter
then made a connection to the
students’ own lives: When you're
considering what type of career
you want, he said, investing in your

West Early College students take a personal finance class taught by teacher Daniel Wal-

Photo/Foto: Melanie Asmar/Chalkbeat-C0

ter, right, in the West high school library in Denver. / Alumnos del West Early College asisten
a una clase de finanzas personales impartida por el profesor Daniel Walter, a la derecha, en la
biblioteca del instituto West en Denver.

education to learn skills that are
scarce — like being able to hit a

baseball at 100 miles per hour or,
more realistically, knowing how to

drill cavities or fix leaky pipes — will
net you a higher salary.

Walter teaches at West Early
College high school, which is of-
fering a personal finance class that
some educators and alumni hope
will become a districtwide require-
ment. The aim is to provide stu-
dents with real-life knowledge on
topics like taxes, credit scores, and
loans.

Students said they appreciate
the practical lessons.

‘I took this class because | feel
like when I'm in there learning, it's
giving me the keys to be success-
ful,” said Isaiah Phorson, a West ju-
nior. “A lot of high school students
are lost when they get out of high
school. They don't know money
management.”

“I took this class because
I feel like when I'm
in there learning, it’s
giving me the keys to
be successful. A lot of
high school students
are lost when they
get out of high school.
They don’t know money
management.”

Isajah Phorson, West
Early College

This class, he said, “puts you a
step ahead in the economic battle.”
Colorado school districts are

See Finance on page 21

Los Estudiantes Aprecian las Lecciones Practicas
Sobre Finanzas Personales

COLORADO

Por Melanie Asmar

n jueves reciente, el pro-
fesor de Denver Daniel
Walter comenzo una lec-

cion sobre la oferta y la demanda
con una pregunta sobre el legend-
ario jugador de los New York Yan-
kees Alex Rodriguez.

"Silas habilidades de A-Rod son
lo suficientemente unicas como
para que le paguen 275 millones

Museum
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de dolares, ;qué sabemos de la
oferta de grandes jugadores de
béisbol? (Es alta? ;Baja? ;En algun
punto intermedio?”. pregunto Wal-
ter.

Baja, dijeron sus alumnos. Wal-
ter establecid entonces una con-

2

Museum of Natural History
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exion con las propias vidas de los
estudiantes: Cuando consideras
qué tipo de carrera quieres, dijo, in-
vertir en tu educacion para apren-
der habilidades que son escasas
-como ser capaz de batear una
pelota de beéisbol a 100 millas por
hora o, de manera mas realista, sa-
ber como perforar caries o arreglar
tuberias con fugas- te dara un sal-
ario mas alto.

Walter ensefa en el instituto
West Early College, que ofrece una
clase de finanzas personales que
algunos educadores y ex alumnos
esperan que se convierta en un
requisito para todo el distrito. ELob-
jetivo es proporcionar a los estudi-
antes conocimientos de la vida real
sobre temas como los impuestos,
las puntuaciones de credito y los
préstamos.

Los estudiantes dicen que apre-
cian las lecciones practicas.

“Tome esta clase porque siento
que cuando estoy alli aprendien-
do, me esta dando las claves para
tener éxito’, dijo Isaiah Phorson, un
junior de West. "Muchos estudi-
antes de secundaria estan perdi-
dos cuando salen del instituto. No
saben administrar el dinero’.

Esta clase, dijo, ’los pone
un paso adelante en la batalla
economica’.

Los distritos escolares de Colo-
rado no estan obligados a ofrecer
clases de finanzas personales o de
conocimientos financieros, aunque
una ley estatal de 2004 lo fomen-
ta decididamente. Un proyecto de
ley que se esta debatiendo en la
legislatura este ano, el proyecto
de ley 1200 de la Camara de Rep-

"Tomé esta clase porque
siento que cuando
estoy alli aprendiendo,
me estd dando las
claves para tener éxito.

Muchos estudiantes
de secundaria estan
perdidos cuando salen
del instituto. No saben
administrar el dinero".

Isaiah Phorson, West
Early College

resentantes, anadiria varios temas
al plan de estudios de educacion
financiera sugerido por el estado,
incluyendo como pagar la univer-
sidad y gestionar la deuda de los
préstamos estudiantiles.

Pero un grupo de exalumnos de
las Escuelas Publicas de Denver
esta presionando al mayor distrito
escolar de Colorado para que vaya
mas alla de las recomendaciones
del estado y haga de las clases de
educacion financiera un requisito
de graduacion. Aproximadamente
una cuarta parte de los 178 distri-
tos escolares de Colorado ya lo
hacen, segun el Departamento de
Educacién de Colorado. En el ulti-
mo ano, varios distritos, incluyendo
Adams 14 y Aurora, han anadido o
estan planeando nuevas clases de
finanzas personales.

Las Escuelas Publicas de Den-
ver dijeron en un comunicado que
el distrito esta explorando la posib-
ilidad de hacer de la alfabetizacion
financiera un requisito de gradu-
acion. El equipo académico del

Vea Finanzas, pagina 22
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LCAC Launches Popul/Arte: Merging Art, Culture and

COLORADO

ore people identify as
organizers and activ-
ists than ever before,

with good reason. The world fac-
es structural and mutually inten-
sifying crises--ecological, social,
cultural, political, economic, and
perhaps even spiritual--which ur-
gently demand unprecedented
consciousness and creative action.

In response, the Latino Cultur-
al Arts Center (LCAC) is launching
an innovative residence program,
Popul/Arte that merges art and
research. Their mission is to bring

- . »;
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Left to right: Mayara Smith, Camila Parreiras, Dailey Goncalves, Jéssica Goés, Leticia

Photo: Courtesy LCAC

Moreno and Michael Wilson-Becerril, Ph.D.

Kl Séifianari

higher education to the public at
no cost and through the creative
arts.

Academia can give people
the tools to lift their communi-
ties through knowledge, creativ-
ity, art, and innovation. However,
it is inaccessible financially and
mostly reluctant to communi-
cate clearly with non-specialist
audiences. Popul/Arte seeks to
change that by bringing theory
back to the people.

The LCAC announced Michael
Wilson-Becerril, Ph.D. as the in-
augural scholar. Wilson-Becerril
is an activist-scholar from Méx-

ACLU of Colorado Sues Mesa County Judge, Sheriffs

COLORADO

n a filing this week in feder-
al district court, American

Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
lawyers sued the Chief Judge in
Mesa County, Brian Flynn, as well
as Mesa County Sheriff Matt Lew-
is and Boulder County Sheriff Joe
Pelle. The complaint alleges that
the three defendants are respon-

sible for unnecessarily and unjus-
tifiably causing the ACLU's client,
Michelle Reynolds, to spend fif-
teen harrowing days locked up
in jail with no opportunity to post
bond and obtain pretrial release.
“People who are accused of a
crime but not convicted are inno-
cent in the eyes of the law,” said
Mark Silverstein, ACLU of Colo-
rado Legal Director. “The Consti-

ACLU de Colorado Demanda al
Juez y alos Alguaciles

n una presentacion esta

COLORADO
semana en el tribunal de

E distrito federal, los aboga-

dos de la American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) demandaron al juez
principal del condado de Mesa,
Brian Flynn, asi como al alguacil del

“Los eventos traumaticos
que ocurrieron durante
mis 15 dias encarcelados
injustamente no
terminaron una vez
que fui liberada. La,

angustia emocional
estara conmigo por el
resto de mi vida. Es
absolutamente tragico y
espantoso lo quebrado
que es realmente el
sistema, legal.”

Michelle Reynolds

condado de Mesa, Matt Lewis y al
alguacil del condado de Boulder,

Joe Pelle. La demanda alega que
los tres acusados son respons-
ables de causar innecesaria e in-
justiicadamente que la clienta de
la ACLU, Michelle Reynolds, paso
quince dias angustiosos encerrada
en la carcel sin oportunidad de pa-
gar una fianza y obtener la libertad
previa al juicio.

“Las personas acusadas de un
delito pero no condenadas son
inocentes a los ojos de la ley”, dijo
Mark Silverstein, director legal de
la ACLU de Colorado. “La Consti-
tucion nos garantiza una oportuni-
dad rapida para pagar una flanza 'y
obtener la libertad previa al juicio
de la carcel. Quince dias no es ni
mucho menos pronto.”

El viernes 23 de agosto de 2019,
la Sra. Reynolds conducia por el
condado de Mesa en camino a ver
el juego de voleibol de su sobrina
cuando la detuvieron por exce-
so de velocidad. Después de una
verificacion por computadora, el
oficial descubrié una orden pend-
iente emitida diez meses antes por
un juez de Boulder. La Sra. Reyn-

Vea ACLU/Esp, pagina 22

tution guarantees a prompt op-
portunity to post bond and obtain
pretrial release from jail. Fifteen
days is nowhere near prompt.”
On Friday, August 23, 2019,
Ms. Reynolds was driving
through Mesa County on her way
to watch her niece's volleyball
game when she was stopped
for speeding. After a comput-
er check, the officer discovered

an outstanding warrant issued
ten months earlier by a Boulder
judge. Ms. Reynolds had no crim-
inal record and had no idea that a
warrant had been issued for her
arrest. She was taken into cus-
tody and booked into the Mesa
County Jail. Because no bond
had been set on the warrant, Ms.

See ACLU on page 24

Tu Museo
desde casa

Programas, exposiciones
y actividades gratuitas
en linea en inglés

y espanol.

State News / Noticias del Estado
Theory

The world needs answers

now more than ever:
how do we transform
violence and build peace?

ico City, México, specialized in
political ecologies of violence,
resistance, and peace, with an
emphasis in Latin América. The

See LCAC on page 25

“The traumatic events
that occurred during my
wrongfully incarcerated 15
days did not end once I was
released. The emotional
distress will be with me
for the rest of my life.
It’s absolutely tragic and
appalling how broken the
legal system truly is.”

Michelle Reynolds

P Museum of Natural History

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER
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Indigenous Students Share Their Experiences During Pandemic

NEW MEXICO

By Sunnie R. Clahchischiligi

ot far from the Shiprock
pinnacle on the Nava-
jo Nation, just as the sun

rises, brothers Makai and Elishah
Tsosie crawl out of their warm
beds.

They rub their eyes, get dressed,
drag their feet to the kitchen for
breakfast and prepare for another
day of learning in the family dining
room.

Their mother, Philana Harrison,

is up long before them. Just be-
fore she nudges the boys to get up,
she places a phone call to Tsé Bit
AiMiddle School to report that her
sons — Makai, 14, and Elishah, 13
— will be present and accounted
for. She'll spend the rest of the day
trying to help the kids with school
while also working as a home
health aide for her elderly father.

After breakfast, the brothers
situate themselves at the table,
in separate cubbies their mother
put together. From about 9 am. to
about 4:30 p.m., they attend online
school.

Every school day for the past
year has followed this same cycle
— the morning phone call, the boys
dragging their feet out of bed, and
the evening homework sessions if
either of them needs to catch up.

‘It makes me feel lonely at
times,” Makai, a seventh-grader,
says. “We don't really get to see
anyone at all, and we're just always
stuck at home.”

Students everywhere are strug-
gling with the emotional impacts
of the pandemic due to the isola-
tion — the worry about spreading
COVID-19 to family members and

GET YOUR FREE
COVID-19 VACCINE!

For a limited time only, FEMA's Urban Mobile vaccine Unit is
coming to an area near you.

 Sign up at https://vaccinenm.org/ to get an alert for an

appointment.

« If you don't have internet access, call 1-855-600-3453 to
sign up. Press option 0 for vaccine questions, and then option
4 for tech support.

 If you don't receive an alert for an appointment, walk-up
appointments are available.

* On-site language support is available, no identification will be

required.
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Brothers Elishah (left) and Makai Tsosie take a break from their cores and enjoy some

horseback riding on the family ranch outside of Lake Valley, N.M. / Los hermanos Elishah
(izquierda) y Makai Tsosie se toman un descanso de sus tareas y disfrutan de un paseo a caballo
en el rancho familiar en las afueras de Lake Valley, N.M.

the guiilt if that occurs. Depression
and anxiety have been so pro-
nounced for young people that
the CDC has issued alerts about
the emotional toll. For Indigenous
students, the toll might be even
greater.

Many Native students live in re-
mote areas with no internet access
at home. Some live without ba-
sic necessities like electricity and
running water, and many carry the
weight of loss on their shoulders,
having seen the virus rampage
through their communities, families
and villages, sometimes snatching
family members one by one.

On the Navajo Nation alone, at
least 30,267 people have tested
positive for the coronavirus; 1,262
have died. And it is widely known
that Indian Country as a whole has
suffered disproportionately from
the pandemic, due to government
neglect and generations of inad-
equate health care. A recent CDC
study found that the cumulative in-
cidence of COVID-19 was 3.5 times
greater for Native peoples than for
whites.

Here is how some Indigenous
students describe their experi-
ences.

Makai Tsosie, Diné

‘| feel that it's really challenging,
and it's hard to just do my assign-
ments by myself,” Makai says. “In
fifth grade, we were taught to learn
in groups and learn to work togeth-
er, and not by yourself."

When you're in a brick-and-
mortar classroom, “teachers teach
your work to you — they work the
problems out with you." At home,
he can't get the same guidance.

And when his parents try to
help, there's still something miss-
ing. "Our parents don't really re-
member how to do certain assign-
ments that we're doing.”

He misses organized sports —
he was a member of the basket-
ball team, for one. To fill the void,
he's spent a lot of time practicing
his calf roping by using two roping
dummies outside the house.

“When | look at other kids from
off the reservation, they really in-
volve themselves in sports and can
still play because they have plac-
es to do that. We don't. Our friends
live far away, and we don't have a
placetogo’

“Sometimes you feel like
it’s hell, but it’s just the
moment that has a grasp
on you. You can’t let it

get a hold of you. You
just have to realize it’s
just in that moment, and
it will pass.”

Geoffrey Hughte, Zuni
Pueblo

For most Navajo kids, the res-
ervation is a dirt playground. Kids
don't have access to basketball
courts because most are in school
gyms — and schools are locked.
Most kids don't have cement drive-
ways, paved streets or grass fields
to practice sports. And they can't
play in nearby parks — there typi-
cally are none.

Making matters far worse, Makai
lost an uncle to the virus, a relative
who encouraged him to keep up
with his schoolwork and helped
him practice roping. After his un-
cle's death, Makai started sleeping
more and fell behind in school. As
with many Navajo kids, his extend-
ed family was just as important to
him as his immediate family.

See Indigenous on page 24
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Estudiantes Indlgenas Hablan de Sus Experiencias Durante la Pandemia
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Thalia Lee lanza canastas en el patio trasero de su casa en Albuquerque. Se toma un
descanso de las tareas escolares para jugar al baloncesto, a menudo con sus hermanos
pequeios. / Thalia Lee shoots hoops in the backyard of her home in Albuquerque. She takes
breaks from schoolwork to play basketball, often with her younger brothers.

NEW MEXICO

Por Sunnie R. Clahchischiligi

o muy lejos de la cum-
bre de Shiprock, en la
Nacion Navajo, jus-

to cuando sale el sol, los her-
manos Makai y Elishah Tsosie
se arrastran fuera de sus cali-
das camas.

Se frotan los ojos, se visten,
arrastran los pies hasta la coci-
na para desayunar y se preparan

para otro dia de aprendizaje en el
comedor familiar.

Su madre, Philana Harrison, se
levanta mucho antes que ellos.
Justo antes de dar un empujon a
los chicos para que se levanten,
hace una llamada telefonica a la
escuela secundaria Tsé Bit Ai para
informar de que sus hijos -Makai,
de 14 anos, y Elishah, de 13- es-
taran presentes y seran atendidos.
Pasara el resto del dia tratando de
ayudar a los ninos con la escuela
mientras también trabaja como

New México Holds on to Its’' Three
Congressional Seats

NEW MEXICO

he U.S. Census Bureau re-

I leased apportionment data
this week, including state
population totals that are the ba-
sis for allocating seats in the U.S.

House of Representatives and the
number of seats awarded to each

“As the Census data is
approved by Congress, it
is paramount we work at

the local level to ensure
political maps are drawn

fairly and equitably, to
guarantee representation
of each resident of our
stai

Oriana Sandoval, Center
for Civic Policy

state for the next decade, starting
in 2023. The 2020 Census shows
the resident population of the
United States on April 1, 2020, was
331.449.281.

According to the data released,
the following congressional seat
changes will occur: Texas will gain
two seats in the House of Repre-
sentatives; Colorado, Florida, Mon-
tana, North Carolina, and Oregon
will each gain one seat; California,
Illinois, Michigan, New York, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia
will each lose one seat; And the
remaining states’ number of seats,
including New Meéxico, will not
change based on the 2020 Census.

“Despite the enormous chal-
lenges New Mexico and the rest
of the country faced in 2020, in the
midst of a pandemic, | want to ex-
tend my most sincere gratitude and
appreciation for all of the countless
volunteers, community leaders,
community organizers, and trusted
community organizations that put
in an incredible amount of work to
ensure New Mexicans were count-
ed during an unprecedented Cen-
sus count,” said Oriana Sandoval,
CEOP of the Center for Civic Policy,
co-lead of the NM Community En-
gagement Complete Count Com-

See Census on page 18

asistente de salud en el hogar
para su anciano padre.

Después de desayunar, los
hermanos se situan en la mesa,
en cubiculos separados que su
madre ha montado. Desde las 9
de la manana hasta las 4:30 de la
tarde aproximadamente, asisten
a la escuela en linea.

Todos los dias de clase del ul-
timo ano han seguido este mismo
ciclo: la llamada telefonica de la
manana, los chicos arrastrando los
pies fuerade lacamay las sesiones
de deberes de la noche si alguno
de ellos necesita ponerse al dia.

A veces me siento solo’, dice
Makai, de septimo grado. "No po-
demos ver a nadie en absoluto, y
siempre estamos atrapados en
casa’

Los estudiantes de todo el
mundo estan luchando con los
impactos emocionales de la pan-
demia debido al aislamiento: la
preocupacion por el contagio de
COVID-19 a los miembros de la
familia y la culpa si eso ocurre. La
depresion y la ansiedad han sido
tan pronunciadas para los jovenes
que los CDC han emitido alertas
sobre el costo emocional. En el

"A veces sientes que
es un infierno, pero es
el momento el que te
domina. No puedes dejar

que te atrape. Sélo tienes

que darte cuenta de que

es sblo en ese momento,
¥y que pasara'.

Geoffrey Hughte, Zuni
Pueblo

Vea Indigenas, pagina 23

iOBTENGA SU
VACUNA GRATUITA
DE COVID-19!

Por tiempo limitado, la Unidad de Vacunas Mdviles
Urbanas de FEMA llega a un area cercana a usted.

» Registrese en https://vaccinenm.org/ para obtener una
alerta para una cita.
» Sino tiene acceso a internet, llame al 1-855-600-3453
para registrarse. Seleccione la opcion 0 para preguntas
sobre la vacuna, y luego, la opcion 4 para soporte técnico.
» Si usted no recibe una alerta para una cita, hay citas
disponibles el mismo dia.
» Apoyo lingliistico estara disponible, no identificacion sera

requerida.
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Grijalva Presses for Humane Solutions to Help Asylum Seekers

ARIZONA

n April 27, Rep. Raul M.
Grijalva sent a letter to
President Joe Biden and

Vice President Kamala Harris re-
garding the current situation at the
border. Instead of more troop de-
ployments, militarization, and bor-
der wall construction, he instead
advocated for more federal funds
to nonprofits, cities, and counties
to assist asylum-seeking families.

“For too long, we've seen in-
flammatory rhetoric and political
opportunism continually impede
efforts to address the balance
between security, humanitarian-
ism, and legal processes that the
border desperately needs,” wrote

Rep. Grijalva. "Without taking ur-
gent action and implementing a
multi-pronged approach to ad-
dress the myriad of issues at the
border; human desperation, hope-
lessness, and fear will continue to
dominate immigration issues.”

‘As non-governmental organi-
zations, counties, and cities contin-
ue to assist, | ask that federal funds
be designated so these entities
can immediately access them and
continue helping asylum-seeking
families,” continued Rep. Grijalva.
“These entities have the expertise
and desire to support these fami-
lies. The millions of dollars desig-
nated towards the DHS soft-sided
detention facilities and hotel beds
and related services to provide

for Emergency Family Reception
Sites (EFRS) ignore the communi-
ty-based options for asylum-seek-
ers that have the proven reputa-
tion, demonstrated success, and
capacity to collaborate with the
federal government to address this
ongoing challenge’”

In his letter, Rep. Grijalva urged
the Biden Administration to include
border communities in environ-
mental mitigation plans, immedi-
ately cancel border wall contracts,
divert existing funds to mitigate the
most egregious damage from the
border wall, and remove all military
personnel and equipment from
border communities.

“While Governor Ducey con-
tinues to militarize the southern

border with his latest political-
ly-motivated deployment of the
National Guard, it is imperative
that asylum-seeking families are
not met with guns and troops,”
he wrote. "This deployment is a
waste of taxpayer dollars and
does nothing to address the
needs of these families and those
assisting them. It is unfortunate,
though not surprising that Gov-
ernor Ducey has decided to take
unilateral action without consult-
ing with the various local officials
on the current needs of border
communities.”
Read the full letter here.

For More Arizona News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

“While Governor Ducey
continues to militarize
the southern border
with his latest politically-
motivated deployment of
the National Guard, it is
imperative that asylum-
seeking families are
not met with guns and
troops. This deployment
is a waste of taxpayer
dollars and does nothing
to address the needs of
these families and those
assisting them.”

U.S. Rep. Ratdl M. Grijalva

MALDEF Sends Letters Warning Against COVID-19 Vaccine Discrimination

CALIFORNIA

Latino civil rights organi-
zation warned California
state health officials and

a public university healthcare sys-
tem that requiring - or even ap-
pearing to require — a social secu-
rity number or other immigration
status information for a COVID-19
vaccine appointment is a violation
of state law, according to two let-
ters sent recently.

MALDEF (Mexican American Le-
gal Defense and Educational Fund)
sent letters to the California Depart-
ment of Public Health (CDPH) and
the University of California San Di-
ego Health (UCSD Health) explain-

ing that appearing to require proof
of citizenship or lawful presence in
the United States could deter un-
documented and other immigrants
from getting the COVID-19 vaccine
and violates California’s Unruh Civil
Rights Act. The Unruh Act prohibits
discrimination against any individu-
al based on race, national origin or
immigration status.

“Our state faces enough chal-
lenges to achieve widespread im-
munization against COVID-19," said
Thomas A. Saenz, MALDEF pres-
ident and general counsel. “We
should not be compounding those
challenges by misleading those
who may be most at risk from the
continuing pandemic.”

MALDEF sent a letter to the
California State Public Health Of-
ficer (CDPH) and its director after
hearing from people who made
vaccine appointments through
California’'s My Turn website. Ac-
cording to the letter, emails and
texts confirming the vaccine ap-
pointments include a link to the
Covered California  webpage
called "Proof of Immigration Sta-
tus or Lawful Presence” Send-
ing the page link may mislead
some undocumented immigrants
to believe they are not eligible
to receive the vaccine, the letter
says. Additionally, the confirma-
tion emails, texts or webpage do
not include the information that

HCIDLA.LACITY.ORG

' {Esta atrasado en su alquiler?

PROGRAMA DE EMERGENCIA DE
ASISTENCIA DE ALQUILER DEBIDO A COVID-19

DEPARTAMENTO DE VIVIENDA
+ INVERSION COMUNITARIA
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833-373-0587

COVID-19 vaccines cannot be de-
nied based on immigration status.

MALDEF also requested that
CDPH inform registrants that
COVID-19 vaccines cannot be de-
nied based on immigration status
and to remove the link to the "Proof
of Immigration” webpage.

A second letter was sent to the
UCSD Health because the univer-
sity's vaccine registration website
has a required field for a social se-
curity number. Requesting such in-
formation incorrectly implies that
a person must have a social secu-
rity number to get a vaccine, and
that people without social security
numbers, including undocument-
ed immigrants, are not eligible for
a vaccine, according to the letter.
MALDEF asked the university to
revise its materials and websites
to remove the request for a social
security number or expressly offer
an alternative such as an Individu-
al Taxpayer Identification Number
(ITIN) or “000-00-0000" directly on
its scheduling form. That alterna-
tive is only reflected on a separate
webpage.

In both cases, MALDEF points
out that practices or policies that
deter people from getting the vac-
cine puts the unvaccinated and
their communities at risk.

www.ElSemanario.US

800885405
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“It is troubling that,
this far into vaccine
distribution efforts, the
CDPH’s and UCSD’s
carelessness may
discourage the very
immigrant communities
most negatively affected
by the deadly pandemic
from receiving the
vaccines to which they
are entitled.”

Juan Rodriguez,
MAIDEF

‘It is troubling that, this far into
vaccine distribution efforts, the
CDPH's and UCSD's carelessness
may discourage the very immi-
grant communities most negative-
ly affected by the deadly pandem-
ic from receiving the vaccines to
which they are entitled,” said MAL-
DEF attorney Juan Rodriguez.

Read the letter to the California
Department of Public Health here.

Read the letter to the University
of California, San Diego here.

For More California News:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Florida State Senate Advances Voter Suppression Bill

FLORIDA

By Jessica Corbett

olstering recent calls for
B federal legislation to pro-

tect and expand voting
rights, the GOP-controlled Florida
state Senate marked Confederate
Memorial Day on Monday by ad-
vancing a bill that—similar to a law
enacted by Georgia Republicans
last month—critics are condemn-
ing as "Jim Crow 2.0."

“Instead of upholding the funda-
mental right to vote, certain Florida
senators have decided to become
accomplices to the nationwide vot-
er suppression scheme underway
by passing this undemocratic bill,”
said Kara Gross, legislative direc-

tor and senior policy counsel of
the ACLU of Florida, in a statement.
"They are suppressing the right to
vote by obstructing access to vote-
by-mail”

Members of the upper cham-
ber passed Senate Bill Q0 in a 23-17
vote. The bill would limit ballot drop
boxes, require residents to submit
vote-by-mail requests for each
election cycle, impose more identi-
fication requirements for absentee
ballots, and criminalize giving food
and water to voters waiting in line.

NBC News reports the Florida
House is "working on a similar, but
not identical, legislation. That mea-
sure, for example, was stripped of
language limiting the handing out
of food and water to voters, al-
though the bill's sponsor suggest-

ed it could still bar the practice if
the people doing so are trying to
influence a voter's decision.

While states nationwide have
seen an increase in absentee vot-
ing during the coronavirus pan-
demic, Gross noted that “in 2020,
about 4.8 million voters in Florida
cast their ballots by mail. More than
1.5 million Floridians used a secure
drop box to safely and convenient-
ly return their ballot. Nothing about
Florida's elections has shown a
need for this law.’

In fact, legislators should be
encouraged that Floridians turned
out in record numbers to partici-
pate in their democracy.” she said.
‘It should prompt our legislators
to seek ways to improve voter ac-
cess by streamlining voter signa-

El Séffianario
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ture-matching procedures and
ensuring uniformity across all
counties, or encouraging more eq-
uitable polling places. Supervisors
of elections have made it clear that
this bill will create unnecessary
hurdles to administering elections
in Florida. Yet, certain senators are
choosing to pass initiatives, like S.B.
90. that would make it harder for
Floridians to vote’”

"We call on Floridians to tell
their state representatives to stop
this bill,” Gross added. "We call on
corporations to demand legislators
stand up for voting rights. We call
on all legislators to break down—
not erect—barriers to Floridians
fundamental right to vote. Voting
is the cornerstone of our democra-
cy and the fundamental right upon

"Instead of upholding
the fundamental right
to vote, certain Florida,
senators have decided
to become accomplices
to the nationwide voter

suppression scheme

underway by passing
this undemocratic bill.
They are suppressing
the right to vote by
obstructing access to
vote-by-mail. "

Kara, Gross, ACLU,
Florida,

See Suppression on page 18

Addressing the Crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
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U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez Masto
(D-Nev.).

S. Senators Catherine
Cortez Masto (D-Nev)
and Lisa  Murkowski

(R-Alaska) last week released the
following statements after the
Departments of Interior (DOI) and
Justice (DOJ) announced that they
would be enacting a joint commis-
sion to address the crisis of missing
and murdered Indigenous women,
a key component of Cortez Masto's
bipartisan Not Invisible Act, which
was signed into law last year.

“This is a welcome step from
the Administration and it will make
an enormous difference in our ef-
forts to address the epidemic of
missing, murdered, and trafficked
Native women,” said Cortez Masto.
“It's so frustrating that for so many
years there was no federal strate-
gy in place to assist women, girls,
and families facing unspeakable
violence and harm, which is why |
worked across the aisle to deliver a
bipartisan solution that would help
address this crisis. I'm so pleased

to see the Administration enact our
landmark legislation, and | am con-
fident it will help us deliver justice
for the thousands of Native women
and girls that have been targeted. |
look forward to continuing to work
with Senator Murkowski and the
Administration to protect Native
communities in Nevada and across
the country.”

Cortez Masto and Murkowski
have led efforts in the Senate to
protect Native communities and
to combat the dangerous epi-
demic of missing, murdered, and
trafficked Indigenous women and
girls.

“It's a proud moment to see the
actions being taken to implement
the Not Invisible Act, and | thank

“This is a welcome step
from the Administration
and it will make an
enormous difference in

our efforts to address
the epidemic of missing,
murdered, and trafficked
Native women.”

U.S. Senator Catherine
Cortez Masto

Senator Cortez Masto for her efforts
as we have worked together on
this issue. Addressing the crisis of
missing and murdered indigenous
women and girls has long been
a priority of mine. Too many fami-
lies have faced unspeakable loss
as Native women have gone miss-
ing, murdered, or traficked and let

down by the complex law enforce-
ment systems in place,” said Sen-
ator Murkowski. ‘I am hopeful that
this new Joint Commission will be
instrumental in protecting wom-
en and girls and will provide direct
solutions to this pervasive issue.
This is one more step toward heal-
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ing an open wound which plagues
Native communities.”

Working together, the bipar-
tisan pair of Senators introduced
the Not Invisible Act and Savanna’s
Act, which passed the Senate on
a unanimous, bipartisan vote and

were signed into law in October
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2020. The Not Invisible Act created
a point person in the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs to improve coordination
of violent crime prevention across
federal agencies and established
the commission that DOI and DOJ

See Crisis on page 22
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United We Dream: Stop the Deportations

By Jake Johnson

ights group United We
RDream warned on that un-

less he takes immediate
steps to improve his administration's
treatment of immigrants, President
Joe Biden is at serious risk of repeat-
ing the destructive failures of former
President Barack Obama, who de-
ported roughly three million people
during his eight years in office.

Despite Biden's characterization
of Obama's mass deportations as
a 'mistake” and pledge to usher in
a more humane immigration sys-
tem, United We Dream estimates
that the administration has deport-
ed just over 300,000 people since
January—largely using a Trump-era
policy called Title 42.

The policy was first issued by
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) last March—at the
start of the coronavirus pandemic—
and has been kept in place by the
Biden administration. As Human
Rights Watch (HRW) explained ear-
lier this month, "The Title 42 expul-
sion policy has effectively closed
the U.S. border to nearly all asylum
seekers based on the misapplica-
tion of an obscure, 75-year-old pub-
lic health law.”
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“That law, the Public Health Ser-
vice Act of 1944, was designed
to confer quarantine authority to
health authorities that would apply
to everyone, including U.S. citizens,
arriving from a foreign country,
HRW noted. "Quarantine author-
ity was never meant to be used to
determine which noncitizens could
or couldn't be expelled or removed
fromthe US’

In a statement on Monday, Cyn-
thia Garcia of United We Dream
stressed that "Title 42 was designed
under one of the most anti-immi-
grant administrations in modern
history.”

"President Biden and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security must
be reminded that their inaction to
protect vulnerable immigrant com-
munities seeking refuge in the U.S.
is not only putting lives on the line;
it upholds a white nationalist immi-
gration system that seeks to expel
and keep Black and Brown immi-
grants out at any cost.” said Garcia,
who voiced dismay at the Biden ad-
ministration's deportation of vulner-
able Haitians and others.

According to a report (pdf) re-
leased late last month by the Haitian
Bridge Alliance and other advocacy
groups, the Biden administration

A
A
d 0S d (dll d
0 ) 9 puede d d
N as note 3 ante
(d d dl100SE
(dd CO d Vd d

used Title 42 to deport more Hai-
tians during its first weeks in power
than the Trump administration did in
all of Fiscal Year 2020.

"Reflecting on his time as vice
president, President Biden ac-
knowledged that the Obama ad-
ministration was wrong in deporting
over 2.5 million people and vowed
to never make that mistake again
when he took office” Garcia con-
tinued. "President Biden is well on
track to repeat history. Now, he must
make a choice: repeat the mistakes
of the Obama administration or do
everything in his power to end the
cruelty of detentions, expulsions,
and deportations and show that he
is a president of his word.

National Partnership for New
Americans (NPNA), a coalition of
more than 40 immigrant and refu-
gee rights organizations, echoed
United We Dream's concerns
about continued mass deporta-
tions during the first 100 days of the
Biden administration.

While pointing to positive steps
Biden has taken since January—
such as ending Trump's Muslim ban
and pushing for a path to citizen-
ship for Dreamers—NPNA noted
that "there are many changes that
the Biden administration can pur-
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sue with little to no congressional
action, including ending the use of
Title 42 expulsions, redesignating
[Temporary Protected Status] for
Haiti and other countries [that] are
set to expire, and increasing the
number of refugees that the US.
will resettle as part of the presiden-
tial determination’

"These are literally life or death
decisions that will impact millions
of lives,” the group said. "The ad-
ministration can also take action to
expand access to citizenship and
justice and to bolster due process
protections through an increase of
legal representation for those in de-
tention and removal proceedings.’

Jake Johnson is a Staff Writer
with CommonDreams.

For More National News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

which all our civil liberties rest. It
must not be compromised.”

According to NBC, during a de-
bate before the vote Monday, Flori-
da state Senate Democrats framed
the legislation as a result of former
President Donald Trump’s "Big Lie"
that the 2020 election was "stolen’
from him as well as an continuation
of the Jim Crow South, blasting the
bill as "Georgia light.

"This bill is just a vindictive way
of trying to punish people for an
election that some people just
didn't like at the national level,” said
state Sen. Audrey Gibson (D-6).
"Not one indication of fraud, just a
lot of folks decided that they were
fed up and they wanted to vote’

During a committee hearing
about the legislation last week,
state Sen. Perry Thurston (D-33)
said that "the people who are the
descendants of the people of who
were affected by Jim Crow, they
know that during that time the
people didnt say that these Jim
Crow laws are designed to keep
you in place’

"They didn't say these Jim Crow
laws are designed to stop you from
voting,” Thurston continued. "No-
body came out and said poll taxes
are designed to do this. When you
look at that history, then you have
to say well I'm going to analyze this
legislation under those lights.

As Slate's Jeremy Stahl pointed
out Monday: “The state is one of
five in the country that still officially
observes as a holiday the April 26,
1865 surrender at Bennett Place,

"President Biden and
the Department of
Homeland Security

must be reminded that

their inaction to protect
vulnerable immigrant
communities seeking

refuge in the U.S. is not

only putting lives on the
line; it upholds a white
nationalist immigration
system that seeks to
expel and keep Black

and Brown immigrants
out at any cost."

Cynthia, Garcia, United
We Dream

North Carolina, of the last large
field army of the Confederate forc-
es that fought to destroy the Unit-
ed States and maintain slavery.
.Its Florida's long history of
white supremacy—celebrated by
Confederate Memorial Day, which
state legislators tried and failed
to eliminate earlier this year—that
voting rights advocates say the
measure hearkens back to.”
Reporting on the bill last week,
the New York Times noted that be-
cause the Florida Legislature’s cur-
rent session is nearly over, any leg-
islation would have to be passed
by both chambers before May 1.
The development in Florida
comes amid a widespread attack
on voting rights by Republicans
in state legislatures across the
country. According to the Brennan
Center for Justice at the New York
University School of Law, this year
GOP lawmakers in 47 states have
introduced at least 361 bills with
restrictive voting provisions.
Republicans’ voter suppres-
sion efforts at the state level have
fueled demands for the Demo-
crat-controlled Congress to ur-
gently pass the For the People Act
and the John Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act—and to abolish
the filibuster if Senate Republicans
try to stand in the way.

Jessica Corbett is a Staff Writer
with CommonDreams.

For More Florida News:
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tigos de los efectos traumaticos de
nuestro sistema policial actual y es
hora de cambiar.

Este proyecto de ley seria un
paso en la direccion correcta de
poner nuestro sistema criminal a
funcionar de la manera que de-
beria, en vez de vigilar en exceso a
las comunidades de bajos ingresos
y no apuntar a los miembros de
la comunidad BIPOC. Queremos
vivir en comunidades seguras.
Queremos estar protegidos por
aquellos que juraron hacer eso.
Pero todos los hechos estan ahi,
el sistema esta establecido para
sacar provecho de nuestra comu-
nidad y pone en peligro la vida y
la seguridad de nuestros vecinos.
Mas del 60% de los habitantes de
Colorado en la carcel ni siquiera
son condenados por un delito, sin
embargo, se sientan en una celda
de la carcel porque simplemente
no pueden pagar la fianza.

Si bien puede pensar que esto
probablemente no afectara su
vida, les pido que piensen en sus
comunidades y sus vecinos. Les

pido que piensen en la larga lista
de personas que han perdido la
vida después de ser arrestadas por
delitos menores en Colorado. Les
insto a que piensen cuantos nom-
bres tiene esa lista en nuestro pais.

SB21-62 puede salvar vidas,
todas las vidas. Por eso, no solo
les pido a los legisladores, sino
tambien a los miembros de la co-
munidad que se informen sobre
este proyecto de ley y vean como
pueden cambiar positivamente
nuestras comunidades. La unica
forma en que podemos comen-
zar a reparar un sistema que esta
tan roto es uniéndonos y poniendo
en practica proyectos de ley como
SB21-62.

Bianey Bermudez es asistente de
comunicaciones en la American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
de Colorado y defensora de los
derechos humanos.

Leer Mas Comentarios:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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brown neighbors and people with
mental health problems. We've all
witnessed the traumatizing effects
of our current policing system and
it's time for change.

This bill would be a step in
the right direction of putting our
criminal system to work the way
it should not by over policing
low-income  communities and
not by targeting BIPOC commu-
nity members. We want to live in
safe communities. We want to be
protected by those who swore to
do that. But the facts are all there,
the system is set in place to profit
from our community and puts the
lives and safety of our neighborsin
jeopardy for it. Over 60% of Colora-
dans in jail aren't even convicted of
a crime, yet they sit in a jail cell be-
cause they simply can't afford bail.

While you might think this prob-
ably won't affect you, | urge you to
think about your community and
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your neighbors. | urge you to think
about the long list of people who
have lost their lives after being ar-
rested on low level offenses in Col-
orado. | urge you to think about
how long that list is for our country.

SB21-62 can save lives, all lives.
And so, I'm asking not only legisla-
tors but community members to
inform themselves on this bill and
see how it can positively change
our communities. The only way we
can begin to repair a system that
is so broken is by coming togeth-
er and putting bills like SB21-62 in
action.

Bianey Bermudez is a
communications assistant at the
American Civil Liberties Union
of Colorado and advocate for
human rights.

Read More Commentary:
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for Change and Equity (ENLACE)
program, with funding from the
Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion, | set out to create a telenovela
starring queer Latinx youth in their
own stories of bravery. The newly
launched ENLACE series can be
found on YouTube (and here on the
YES!site). The videos are all created
by queer Latinx youth who partici-
patedin a filmmaking workshop led
by Outside the Frame and Oregon
State University, where | am an as-
sistant professor and director of the
Global Health Program.

The episodes include the story
of Nat, an 18-year-old born in Port-
land, Oregon, who uses they/them
pronouns. They are a person with
a physical disability, severe social
anxiety, and bipolar disorder. Nat
explains, I don't think I'd last very
long if I didn't have access to health
care”

Their father was deported to
Meéxico when Nat was 2. Their
mother is White. In Nat's telenovela,
their mom draws a grotesque par-
allel between traversing the gender
binary and crossing the U.S.-Méxi-
co border: “They' isn't a real thing”
Nat's mother proclaims. “No one's
gonna respect you if you live in
some kinda fantasy world. You are
just like your father. Like, what did
he think? He could cross the border
and live in some magical world. And

where is he now? He's in México.
There are boys, and there are girls”

Nat demands that their mom
support them: ‘It is hard enough
dealing with people outside of this
house, but coming home and still
not feeling safe and accepted—it's
too much”

Nat's interaction with their mom
raises an important point about
queer Latinx youth: Their parents,
along with other family and friends,
have a powerful opportunity to be
their children's advocates. Many
Latinx parents in the ENLACE com-
munity advisory board grappled
with traditional Catholic teaching
that homosexuality is a sin; howev-
er, they held that no matter what,
no child should be made to feel
so alone that they attempt suicide.
A 2020 national survey found that
40% of LGBTQ youth and 52% of
transgender and nonbinary youth
have seriously considered suicide.

When | came out at the age of
13, my abuelita moved our family to
an independent Catholic Church,
not affiliated with Rome, that wel-
comed LGBTQ people. To let me
know she understood how it felt
to be rejected, she bravely told me
the story of having been excom-
municated in Colombia because
she wanted to start contraceptives
after almost dying when she had
her 10th child. As both my grand-
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mother and the queer Latinx pro-
tagonists in the videos show, when
people share personal journeys of
marginalization, even others who
do not share their precise identity
can find solidarity.

As such, the youth who created
these telenovela-inspired videos
hope they can be used as part of
a toolkit to train allies or strength-
en intersectional brave spaces. For
example, the youth believe the vid-
eos can be used to amplify repre-
sentation of queer youth of color
in institutional settings, including
4-H clubs, Genders and Sexual-
ities Alliances (GSAs) in schools
and family support groups (such
as PELAG) across the country. To-
gether, the series explores school
bullying, family rejection, self-harm,
and crossing the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der—all to let youth with similar ex-
periences know ‘there’'s a whole
community out there,” they are not
“alien,” and they do not have to feel
alone.

Jonathan Garcia, Ph.D., is
Assistant Professor and Program
Director of Global Health
at Oregon State University.
Originally published by
Yes!Magazine.
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them and their families, frustrated.
The "Deporter In Chief” will be his
permanent alias, whenever the is-
sue of immigration in the Obama
presidency is analyzed.

On the other hand, no one for-
gets that the Chief of Staff for
Obama from January 2009 to Oc-
tober 2010, Rahm Emanuel, avoid-
ed the immigration issue, consider-
ing it "harmful” to some Democrats.
But he was wrong, and subsequent
elections proved it. In fact, tackling
the immigration issue without fear
helps Democrats win elections.
Biden is the most recent example
of this. As a candidate, he did not
hesitate to support reform. As a

president, he has offered a bill with
a path to legalization for 11 million
undocumented immigrants.

But the increase in numbers of
unaccompanied migrant children
arriving at the border; Republican
critics; press headlines; some sur-
veys that give bad marks to man-
agement of the border issue; as
well as the fears of moderate Dem-
ocrats; have begun to have reper-
cussions on the White House's de-
cisions.

One would think that, by now,
Democrats would not fall into the
same trap. After all, a majority of
the players are veterans of previ-
ous battles, who should know the

Republican playbook by heart. But
what happened on April 16 showed
that this is not the case. If pressure
made them break a campaign

Did they think no one
would realize it, and that
their acquired legitimacy

after the elections was

a blank slate to change
positions or, in any case,

go back on promises?

promise to increase the refugee
cap to 125,000, although they then

reversed course-what will happen
when they face opposition to mea-
sures to legalize millions?

In the first instance, it could be
concluded that the form in which
the White House ultimately re-
sponded was, in some way, a “solu-
tion”; but let it not be lost that this
came after pressure.

What Biden cannot forget is the
historic momentin which this White
House finds itself, in the middle of a
pandemic, with a politically divided
country after the Trump presiden-
¢y, who focused on immigrants in
the cruel and more nefarious public
policies. A coalition of voters chose
him over Trump, looking for real

and humane solutions to problems,
including the urgent need for immi-
gration reform that has the support
of a majority of U.S. citizens.

The situation at the border must
not jettison the efforts to legalize
those who have lived here for de-
cades. Neither should Democratic
paralysis, every time the opposition
tightens the screws.

Maribel Hastings is a Senior
Adyvisor to América’s Voice. David
Torres is a Spanish-language
Adyvisor at América’s Voice.
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Hastings/Esp

necesitan— queda de hecho evi-
denciada al apenas dar tres o cu-
atro pasos en el gjercicio de la
funcion publica, como si caminar
por el lado correcto de la historia
fuera tan solo el ensayo de una
orquesta que jamas interpretara
sus sinfonias.

Coémo olvidar que Barack
Obama prometio una reforma mi-
gratoria, y aunque tenia a su favor
un Congreso democrata opto por
buscar apoyo bipartidista. Y, para
ello, recrudecio las deportaciones.
Al final ni hubo apoyo republica-
no y mucho menos hubo reforma.
Hubo separacion familiar y mil-
lones de indocumentados vieron
frustrados sus esfuerzos por alca-
nzar un mejor nivel de vida, para

PROTECT Y

ellos y para sus familias. El “Depor-
tador en jefe" quedara como alias
permanente, siempre que se ana-
lice el tema migratorio durante su
presidencia.

Por otra parte, nadie olvida que
el jefe de despacho de Obama de
enero de 2009 a octubre de 2010,
Rahm Emanuel, evadio el tema
migratorio por considerarlo “per-
judicial” para algunos democra-
tas. Pero estaba equivocado, y las
elecciones subsiguientes lo dem-
ostraron. Ahora bien, abordar sin
temor el tema migratorio ayuda
a los democratas a ganar elec-
ciones. Biden es el mas reciente
ejemplo de ello. Como candidato,
no titubeod en su apoyo a la refor-
ma. Como presidente, presento un
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sPensaban que nadie se
iba a dar cuenta y que
1a, legitimidad adquirida
tras las elecciones era,
una carta blanca, para
modificar posiciones o, en
todo caso, promesas?

proyecto de ley con una via a la le-
galizacion de 11 millones de indoc-
umentados.

Pero el incremento en el arribo
de menores migrantes no acom-
panados a la frontera, las criticas
republicanas, los titulares de pren-
sa, algunos sondeos que le dan un
pobre desempeno en el manejo del
asunto fronterizo, asi como los te-
mores de democratas moderados,
han comenzado a repercutir en las
decisiones de la Casa Blanca.

Es decir, uno pensaria que a
estas alturas ya los democratas
no caerian en la misma trampa.
Despueés de todo, la mayoria de los
actores son veteranos de batallas
previas que deberian conocer al
dedillo el libreto republicano. Pero
lo ocurrido el 16 de abril demostro

DONATE
- s
#WEAREONECO

que ese no es el caso. Y la inter-
rogante es si la presion los llevo a
romper una promesa de campana
de aumentar el tope de refugiados
a 125 mil, aunque luego hayan re-
vertido el curso, ;qué pasara cuan-
do enfrenten oposicion a medidas
que busquen legalizar a millones?

En una primera instancia, se po-
dria concluir que la forma en que
respondio la Casa Blanca fue, de
algun modo, una “solucion”; pero no
hay que pasar por alto que lo hizo
bajo presion. Y no se trata especifi-
camente del problema de los refu-
giados, sino que pudo haber sido
otro tema del ambito migratorio.

Lo que no debe olvidar Biden es
el momento historico en que llega
a la Casa Blanca, en medio de una
pandemia, con un pais politica-
mente dividido tras la presidencia
de Trump, quien centré en los in-
migrantes sus politicas publicas
mas crueles y nefastas. Una coali-
cion de electores lo favorecio so-
bre Trump, buscando soluciones
reales y humanas a nuestros
problemas, incluyendo la urgente
necesidad de una reforma migra-
toria que tiene el aval de la mayoria
de los estadounidenses.

La situacion en la frontera no
debe echar por la borda los esfuer-

We've launched the We Are
Colorado campaign to hold
Colorado elected officials :
accountable in 2018. Together, we
must unite for Colorado
values—fairness, opportunity, and
mdependence to ensure that we
continue to improve the lives of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, fransgender,
and queer Coloradans in spite of the
current Federal Administration.

zos de legalizar a quienes llevan
décadas aqui. Como tampoco
debe hacerlo la paralisis democra-
ta cada vez que la oposicion aprie-
ta los tornillos.

Maribel Hastings es Asesora
Ejecutiva de América’s Voice.
David Torres es Asesor en
Espariol de América’s Voice.
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Census

mittee, and member of NM's Com-
plete Count Committee.

‘Over the course of 6 months,
we made hundreds of thousands
of calls, texted tens of thousands
of people, and mail thousands of
households across the state to en-
sure they were counted in the de-
cennial count. Today we see the
fruit of our hard work by keeping
our three congressional seats to
represent every family in our na-
tion's capital.”

Sandoval added, “But our work
is not done yet. As the Census data
is approved by Congress, it is par-
amount we work at the local level
to ensure political maps are drawn
fairly and equitably, to guarantee
representation of each resident of
our state”

Redistricting data include the
local area counts states need to
redraw legislative boundaries. Due
to modifications to processing ac-
tivities, COVID-19 data collections
delays, and the Census Bureau's
obligation to provide high-quali-
ty data, states are expected to re-
ceive redistricting data by August
16, and the full redistricting data
with toolkits for ease of use will be
delivered by September 30.

Para Mas Noticias de New México:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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If anything, Central América’'s
problems have gotten worse.
COVID-19 is raging across the re-
gion. Two Category 5 hurricanes
hit Honduras within two weeks
in late 2020, leaving more than
250,000 homeless.

Some experts have been call-
ing for a "mini-Marshall Plan" to
stabilize Central Ameérica, like the
U.S. program that rebuilt Europe
after World War 1.

The Costa Rica counterpoint

To imagine a way out of Central
Ameérica's problems, the history
of Costa Rica - a democratic and

stable Central American country -
is illustrative.

Costa Rica's path to success
started soon after independence
from Spain in 1821.

It developed a coffee economy
that tied it early to the developing
global capitalist economy. While
other Central American countries
fought prolonged civil wars, Costa
Rica adopted a liberal constitution
and invested in public education.

Costa  Rican  democracy
strengthened in the 1940s with
a constitutional amendment that
established a minimum wage and
protected women and children
from labor abuses. It also estab-
lished a national social securi-
ty system, which today provides
health care and pensions to all
Costa Ricans.

These reforms triggered civ-
il war. But the war's end brought
about positive transformations.
In 1948, Costa Rica abolished its
military. No spending in defense
allows Costa Rica to invest in hu-
man development.

The country also created a
credible electoral system to en-
sure the legitimacy of elected
governments.

Over the next seven decades,
consecutive Costa Rican gov-
ernments expanded this welfare
state, developing a large urban
and rural middle class. Already
a trusted U.S. ally when the Cold
War began, Costa Rica was able
to maintain progressive policies

of the sort that, in other coun-

tries, the American government

viewed as suspiciously “social-
ist.”

Today, Costa Rica invests
nearly 30% of its annual budget
in public education, from kinder-
garten to college. Health care
represents around 14.8% of the
budget.

The U.S. is not a draw for Cos-
ta Ricans. Instead, my country
has itself received hundreds of
thousands of Central American
migrants.

Predatory elites and
authoritarian politics

The migrants are fleeing polit-
ical systems that are broadly re-
pressive and prone to militarism,
autocracy and corruption. In large
part, that's because many Central
American countries are dominat-
ed by small yet powerful eco-
nomic and political elites, many
dating back generations.

These elites benefit from the
status quo. In the Northern Tri-

angle, they have repeatedly

proven unwilling to promote the
structural transformations - from

more equitable taxation and ed-
ucational investment to agrarian
reforms - that could end centu-
ries of oppression and depriva-
tion.

During the Cold War, they
quashed popular revolutions pur-
suing such changes, often with
U.S. support.

Biden's Central Ameérica plan
requires the active participation
of this "predatory elite,” in the
words of Biden adviser Juan Gon-
zalez.

Gonzales told NPR in March
that the administration would
take a “partnership-based ap-
proach” in Central América, using
both “carrots and sticks” to push
powerful people who may not
share the U.S.'s goals to help their
own people. The U.S. will also en-
list local human rights organiza-
tions and pro-democracy groups
to aid their cause.

It's too early to know if the ex-

pected partnerships with Central
American leaders will material-
ize.

The Salvadoran president
recently refused to meet with
Biden's special envoy to the
Northern  Triangle. Honduras'
president is named in a U.S. crim-
inalinvestigation into his brother's
alleged drug-smuggling ring.

Still, without the U.S. resources
being offered, Central America's
troubles will persist. Money alone
won't solve them - but it is a nec-
essary piece of an enormously
complicated puzzle.

Luis Guillermo Solis is a
Distinguished Professor,
Director of the Kimberly Green
Latin American and Caribbean
Center, Florida International
University. Luis Guillermo Solis
was the President of Costa Rica
from 2014 to 2018. Originally
published by The Conversation.
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A $225 fine becomes a $1,032
debt when additional fees are
added: (the following represents
Dario's debts):

Fines:

Misdemeanor Fine: ........... $75.00
TraficFine: ................... $150.00
Fees:

Victim's Compensation Fund: $66.00
Victim's Assistance Fund: ... $134.00
Evaluation & Supervision: ...$200.00
Court Security Cash Fund. ... .. $5.00

Court Costs: ................... $21.00
LEAF Assessment:............ $90.00
Traumatic Brain Injury Trust

Fund: ...............c $15.00
Ad(ditional Surcharge: ........ $50.00

Genetic Testing Surcharge: ....$250
Useful Public Service Fee: ... $80.00
Cost of Prosecution-Crg

AQNCY: o $88.66
Time Payment Fee: ........... $25.00
Outstanding Judgement/

Warrant Fee: .................. $30.00
Totaled Owed: ......... $1,032.16

Suspending Dario's license
for tinted windows keeps no-
body safer, but the policy behind
the suspension endangers many
people. When policymakers rely
on predatory fines and fees to
fund government services, they
not only impoverish drivers, they
also incentivize unnecessary en-
counters with the criminal legal
system and waste city resources.
Our interviewees faced required
court appearances, compound-

ing criminal charges, and even jail
time for failure to pay. For exam-
ple, our interviewee Jessica from
Florida had her license suspend-
ed when she could no longer af-
ford her car insurance premium.
When she missed a court date,
she was arrested for failure to ap-
pear.

Police enforcement of fines
and fees also increases contact
between drivers and police. Be-
cause cops can identify unpaid
fines and fees with license plate
readers, police enforcement of
missed payments justifies pretex-
tual police stops. At best, these
stops result in additional fines for
drivers struggling to pay original
fines. At worst, these encounters
escalate to violence or death.
Just last week, an unpaid fine
gave former officer Kim Potter
a pretext to stop Daunte Wright.
The stop ended with Potter fatally
shooting Wright.

Even when pretextual policing
doesn't result in death or police
brutality, it still has devastating
mental and emotional health
consequences for impacted in-
dividuals. “When | got to court,
| almost had a nervous break-
down,” relayed our respondent
Rosie from Colorado. "I thought,
‘This is just one ticket’ Then |
saw | was facing actual criminal
charges. | couldn't breathe.” An-
other respondent, Katy, shared, “|
had my small child with me at the
time. It was very traumatic. The

cop was very aggressive and
threatening.”

Our report gives policymakers
multiple recommendations:

- Driver's license suspension
should not be used as a penalty
for failure to pay or failure to ap-
pear, regardless of the underly-
ing offense: States should make it
easier, not more difficult, for peo-
ple to comply with payment by
instituting reasonable payment
plans, retroactively reinstating
suspended licenses, and waiving
reinstatement fees.

+ All fees should be eliminat-
ed: The government should end
fiduciary reliance on fines and re-
move perverse incentives for law
enforcement to criminalize driv-
ers based on income level.

- Existing prescribed dollar
amounts for fines should be re-
placed with income-based mea-
surements: For example, pay-
ments could be based on one
day's pay or 1 percent of monthly
income.

+ Lawmakers and court ad-
ministrators should provide ro-
bust, timely notice of payment
and court obligations: Informa-
tion about payment and license
reinstatement should be easily
accessible.

+ States should collect demo-
graphic data for debt-based driv-
er's license suspensions: Given
the racial and economic dispari-
ties throughout the criminal legal
system, states should routinely

collect demographic data in all
cases where fines and fees are
imposed and collected.

- States should regularly col-
lect relevant data needed to as-
sess the fiscal impact of fine and
fee related license suspensions:
Fiscal notes related to license
suspensions should consider the
scope of the impact, the cost of
enforcement, and collateral costs
to drivers from job loss, eviction,
and economic mobility.

Our legal system should ben-
efit the people it serves. Taking
away driver's licenses from peo-

ple struggling to pay their debts
is bad public policy, plain and
simple. We need policies that
reflect the economic reality of
Americans surviving a pandemic,
recession, and gilded-era wealth
inequality. It's common sense:
Debt-based license suspensions
are bad public policy.

Michelle Borbon is a
Communications Assistant,
American Civil Liberties Union.

Read More Commentary:
ELSEMANARIO.US

BRINGING COMMUNITIES AND CRGAMIZATIONS
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Women

posed to be tough — were the
main reason many men avoided
seeking care.

Attitudes about the covid pan-
demic and the vaccines also af-
fect who gets the shots.

Dr. Rebecca Wurtz, director of
public health administration and
policy at the University of Min-
nesota, said women have been
more likely to lose jobs during
the pandemic, and in many cas-
es bear the brunt of teaching and
caring for children at home.

“Women are ready for this to
be done even more than men
are,” Wurtz said.

Political attitudes, too, play a
part in people's views on coping
with the pandemic, experts said.
A Gallup poll last year found that
among both Democrats and Re-
publicans, women were more
likely to say they took precau-
tions to avoid covid, such as al-
ways practicing physical distanc-
ing and wearing masks indoors
when they couldn't stay 6 feet
apart from others.

In a recent national poll by
KFF, 29% of Republicans and 5%
of Democrats said they definitely
would not get the shot.

Steiner, who plans to retire at
the end of the month from edit-
ing a magazine for the Catholic
Health Association, said she was
eager to be vaccinated. She has
an immune disorder that puts her
at high risk for severe illness from

covid and hasn't seen some of
her grandchildren in a year and a
half.

But she said some of the men
in her life were willing to wait
longer for the shots, and a few
nephews haven't wanted them.
She said her brother, 65, received
the one-shot Johnson & Johnson
vaccine in early April after her
daughter made it easy by arrang-
ing it for him.

Steiner, who has now received
both doses of the Moderna vac-
cine, said she doesn't regret tak-
ing the more difficult step of trav-
eling five hours round trip to get
her first shot in February. (She
was able to find a closer location
for her second dose.)

“It's for my safety, for my kids'
safety, for my neighbors' safe-
ty. for the people who go to my
church’s safety,” she said. “| really
don't understand the resistance.”

Laura Ungar, Midwest Editor/
Correspondent with Kaiser
Health News’ St. Louis office.
Kaiser Health News is a
nonprofit news service covering
health issues. It is an editorially
independent program of the
Kaiser Family Foundation,
which is not affiliated with
Kaiser Permanente.
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Rosa Hernandez (izq.) y su hija Patricia Pérez recibieron sus segundas dosis de la

Foto/Photo: Anna Almendrala/Kaiser Health News

vacuna contra Covid en la clinica de EL Sol el 19 de marzo, y esperaron los 15 minutos
requeridos antes de regresar a Hesperia, California. / Rosa Hernandez (izq.) y su hija
Patricia Pérez recibieron sus sequndas dosis de la vacuna contra covid en la clinica de El Sol el
19 de marzo, y esperaron los 15 minutos requeridos antes de regresar a Hesperia, California.

das desacredita la idea de que es-
tos grupos no recibiran la vacuna,
dijo Juan Carlos Belliard, vicepres-
idente asistente de asociaciones
comunitarias de Loma Linda Uni-
versity Health, en el condado de
San Bernardino.

Loma Linda esta colaborando
con El Sol para dotar de personal
y proporcionar dosis para las clini-
cas. Las personas que se presen-
tan estan listas para recibir la va-
cuna, aunque algunas dudan un
poco, comento.

“No son como nuestra gente
de clase media que literalmente
esta llorando por la vacuna’, dijo
Belliard. “Estas personas todavia
estan nerviosas pero se han lo-
grado remover muchas otras bar-
reras’.

Los trabajadores comunitarios
de El Sol fueron financiados por
un esfuerzo combinado de $52,7
millones de fondos estatales y
filantropicos que proporcionaron
subvenciones a 337 organizaciones
consideradas "mensajeras de con-
fianza” en sus comunidades.

El dinero fue enviado a grupos
como EL Sol que tenian anteced-
entes probados de caminar los
vecindarios, de casa en casa, para
el registro de votantes o encuestas
del Censo.

EL Sol recibié $120,000 de la ini-
ciativa publico-privada para apo-
yar sus esfuerzos educativos y de
divulgacion general para la vacu-
nacion contra covid. Pero el grupo
no sabia si obtendria algun reemb-
olso por los eventos moviles de va-
cunacion que organizo en el con-
dado de San Bernardino, dijo Alex
Fajardo, su director gjecutivo.

El Sol llevo a cabo un evento de
vacunacion el 17 de febrero en el
Centro Cristiano Luz y Esperanza,
una iglesia ubicada junto a una au-
topista de dos carriles en Adelanto,
bordeada por desierto.

El personal médico, los estudi-

antes y las vacunas llegaron des-
de Loma Linda University Health,
a una hora de distancia, para va-
cunar a 250 personas, y regresa-
ron un mes despueés para darles
su segunda dosis.

Rosa Hernandez, de 69 anos,
y Patricia Pérez, de 47, madre e
hija, estuvieron entre las que re-
cibieron sus vacunas en el Centro
Cristiano.

El padre de Pérez, que traba-
ja en el departamento de lacteos
de un supermercado, se enfermo
de covid en junio y no pudo regre-
sar al trabajo durante seis meses.
Nadie mas en la familia de siete
miembros resulté positivo, pero
Rosa Hernandez es una sobre-
viviente de cancer y su hija estaba
preocupada por ella.

A pesar de las multiples la-
madas a una linea telefonica del
condado, Pérez no habia podido
hacer una cita para su madre. La
conexion a Internet de la familia,
en la cercana ciudad de Hespe-
ria, es irregular y Pérez no podia
navegar por los sitios web ni en-
contrar informacion en espanol, el
idioma con el que se siente mas
comoda.

Aprovechd la  oportunidad
cuando se enterod del evento de EL
Sol a través de alguien de su ig-
lesia. Pérez tambien logro obten-
er una dosis adicional para ella
después de que una cita fuera
cancelada. Ahora ambas estan
completamente vacunadas, dijo
Pérez, y no hubiera sucedido sin
El Sol.

El grupo planea hacer tres ven-
tanas emergentes de vacunacion
mas en el area de High Desert.
Pero el apoyo futuro para sus clini-
cas, el alcance de las vacunas y la
educacion son inciertos, dijo Fa-
jardo.

“*Qué va a pasar despues?”, ex-
preso. “Cuando te necesitamos, te
pagamos. Cuando no te necesite-
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mos, adios’”.

‘Esa es una evaluacion muy
justa’, dijo Susan Watson, direc-
tora de programas de la iniciati-
va Together Toward Health del
Public Health Institute, el finan-
ciador filantropico detras de par-
te del trabajo de EL Sol. "Aqui hay
una oportunidad para que la gen-
te piense en el futuro y en como
hacemos las cosas, que no nece-
sariamente deja a los grupos co-
munitarios fuera, a los que solo se
usa cuando hay una emergencia”.

Community Coalition, una or-
ganizacion sin fines de lucro del
sur de Los Angeles fundada en
1990, también recibid subven-
ciones de la asociacion publi-
co-privada para crear conciencia
sobre las vacunas de covid, pero
no fondos adicionales para entre-
gar vacunas a la gente.

AUn asi, movilizdo al personal
para tocar puertas, enviar men-
sajes de texto y correo electroni-
co a las personas elegibles para
que asistieran a un evento de va-
cunacion emergente de dos sem-
anas en un parque del vecindario
a principios de marzo: 4,487 per-
sonas recibieron su primera dosis,
dijo Corey Matthews, jefe de op-
eraciones del grupo.

El doctor Mark Ghaly, secretar-
io de Salud y Servicios Humanos
del estado, prometio proporcionar
mas dinero para los grupos que
estan vacunando a sus comuni-
dades. “Este no es un trabajo vol-
untario”, le dijo a KHN en una rue-
da de prensa. “Este es un trabajo
real, y quiero ser parte del equipo
que lo hace realidad para todos".

Barbara Ferrer, directora del
Departamento de Salud Publica
del condado de Los Angeles, se
hizo eco de ese sentimiento. “Es-
taban alli antes de que comenzara
la pandemia, han estado alli todo
el tiempo durante la pandemia y
estaran aqui mucho despues de la
pandemia”, dijo.

Ya sea que esas promesas se
mantengan o no, los grupos co-
munitarios dicen que quieren ser
parte del esfuerzo de vacunacion.

‘Incluso si no nos dan dinero,
seguiremos haciendo el trabajo”,
afirmo Fajardo.

Anna Almendrala es
corresponsal de Kaiser
Health News. Esta historia
fue producida por Kaiser
Health News, un programa
editorialmente independiente de
la Kaiser Family Foundation que
no esta relacionado con Kaiser
Permanente.

Lea Mas Noticias de Portada en:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Underrepresented

Despite multiple calls to a
county phone line, Pérez had
been unable to line up a vaccine
for her mom. The family's internet
connection, in the nearby town of
Hesperia, was spotty, and Pérez
couldn't really navigate the web-
sites or find any information in
Spanish, the language she's most
comfortable with.

She jumped at the chance
when she heard about EL Sol's
pop-up event through someone
at her church. Pérez also man-
aged to snag an additional dose
for herself after someone didn't
show up for their appointment.
Now she and her mom are ful-
ly vaccinated, Pérez said, and it
wouldn't have happened without
El Sol.

The group plans to do three
more vaccination pop-ups in the
High Desert area. But future sup-
port for its clinics, vaccine out-
reach and education are murky,
said Fajardo.

“What is going to happen af-
ter?” he said. “When we need you,
we pay you. When we don't need
you, ‘Bye-bye.”

“That's a very fair assessment,”
said Susan Watson, program di-
rector for the Together Toward
Health initiative of the Public
Health Institute, the philanthrop-
ic funder behind some of El Sol's
work. “There's an opportunity here
for people to be thinking about
the future, and how we do things
that doesn't necessarily leave
community groups permanently
on the outside, only tapped into
when there's an emergency.”

Community Coalition, a South
Los Angeles nonprofit founded in
1990, also received grants from
the public-private partnership to
raise awareness about covid vac-
cines, but no additional funding
to deliver vaccines to the people.
Still, it mobilized staff to knock
on doors, text and email eligi-
ble people to turn out for a two-

Photo/Foto: Anna Almendrala/Kaiser Health News

Staff members and students from Loma Linda University Health in San Bernardino
County guide people into the church hall for vaccinations at El Sol's pop-up event../
Personal y estudiantes de Loma Linda University Health del condado de San Bernardino,
quian a las personas para que se vacunen en el evento de El Sol.

week pop-up vaccination event
at a neighborhood park in early
March — providing 4.487 people
with their first vaccine dose, said
the group's chief operating officer,
Corey Matthews.

Dr. Mark Ghaly, the state's sec-
retary for health and human ser-
vices, promised to provide more

money for groups that are getting
their communities vaccinated.
“This is not a volunteer job,” he told
Kaiser Health News at a news brief-
ing. “This is real work, and | want to
be part of the team that makes that
a reality for all of them.”

Los Angeles County depart-
ment of public health Director

Barbara Ferrer echoed that sen-
timent. "“They were there before
the pandemic started, they've
been there the entire time during
the pandemic, and they'll be here
long after the pandemic,” she
said.

\Whether or not those promises
hold up, community groups say,
they want to be part of the vacci-
nation effort.

“Even if they don't give us mon-
ey, we'll keep doing the work,” said
Fajardo.

Anna Almendrala is a
Correspondent with Kaiser
Health News, a nonprofit
news service covering health
issues. It is an editorially
independent program of the
Kaiser Family Foundation, which
is not affiliated with Kaiser
Permanente.
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not required to offer classes in per-
sonal finance or financial literacy,
though a 2004 state law strongly
encourages it. A bill up for debate
in the legislature this year, House
Bill 1200, would add several topics
to the state's suggested financial
literacy curriculum, including how
to pay for college and manage
student loan debt.

But a group of recent Denver
Public Schools alumni is pushing
Colorado’s largest school district
to go beyond the state recom-
mendations and make financial
literacy classes a graduation re-
quirement. About a quarter of
Colorado's 178 school districts
already do, according to the Col-
orado Department of Education.
In the past year, several districts,
including Adams 14 and Aurora,
have added or are planning new
personal finance classes.

Denver Public Schools said in
a statement that the district is ex-
ploring making financial literacy a
graduation requirement. The dis-
trict's academics team said it is
grateful for its collaboration with
alumni and appreciate “their ad-
vocacy in making this a priority.”

Liloni S. Ramos, who graduat-
ed from Denver Public Schools
in 2011, said she didn't get any
personal finance lessons in high
school. It wasn't until she took a
workshop offered through a schol-
arship foundation that she learned
about topics like budgeting.

“Growing up, budgeting wasn't
a thing because we barely had
enough money to make ends
meet,” Ramos said. “This conver-

“Growing up, budgeting
wasn’t a thing because we
barely had enough money

to make ends meet. This
conversation, we’ve been
kept out of all too often.”

Liloni S. Ramos, Denver
Public School Graduate

sation, we've been kept out of all
too often”

At West Early College, the im-
petus to offer a personal finance
class grew out of a districtwide ef-
fort to improve education for Black
students. Each Denver school was
required to write a Black Excel-
lence Plan this year. When West
asked families what improvements
they wanted the school to make
and what courses it should offer,
financial literacy was among the
most requested, said Principal Mia
Martinez Lopez.

Walter was already teaching
an economics class that briefly
touched on personal finance, and
he'd seen how powerful those les-
sons were to his students.

“Their ears perked up that
week,” he said.

So, with the backing of school
leaders, Walter designed a per-
sonal finance class. About 60 stu-
dents are enrolled this quarter, with
some students learning in person
and others joining the class virtually
from home. The class starts in the
1500s with the birth of modern-day

credit. Students learn about the
stock market, credit scores, inter-
est, loans, and insurance.

Denver Public Schools alum-
ni have been meeting with West
leadership to give input on the
course. The alumni are part of Ed-
nium, a new group of graduates
from ages 17 to 30, most of whom
are people of color. Kai Suematsu,
who graduated from Denver Pub-
lic Schools in 2018, said helping to
design the curriculum feels like a
concrete step.

“I'm only 20 years old but | can
look at it and say, "What would |
want from a high school perspec-
tive?™ said Suematsu, who took a
similar class on wealth manage-
ment when he was in high school.
‘l can say, This would have really
helped.”

West junior Jordan Johnson
said he thinks the class should be
required for all students. He is not
currently enrolled but plans to sign
up when it's offered again.

“Some kids have the blueprint
at home where their parents teach
them about financial literacy.” John-
son said. “For a lot of people that's
not the case. .. Those are the tools
youre going to need to survive to
get to retirement and take care of
your family.”

Johnson was sitting in on Wal-
ter's class the day he taught about
supply and demand, human capi-
tal, and the importance of investing
in yourself to acquire the education
and training needed to be financial-
ly successful. Walter asked the stu-
dents to write a quote summarizing
that idea.

One student who was participat-
ing virtually turned in pure poetry.
Walter asked her to read her quote
twice so her classmates could hear
it over the tinny computer speakers.

“Every moment of one's exis-
tence” she read, "one is growing

into more or retreating into less.”

Melanie Asmar is a Senior Reporter
with Chalkbeat, Colorado.

For More Colorado News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

Join Promotor@s
to heal and balance

your mind, body,

and spirit with

‘Second Saturdays
of every other month staring
February from 10 am-1 pm.

Walk-In Clinic: Heal Denver
038 W. 8th Ave., Denver, CO 80204

Questions? Call

720.361.5477



http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1200
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1200
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2021/2/18/22290053/denver-public-schools-black-excellence-plans
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2021/2/18/22290053/denver-public-schools-black-excellence-plans
http://ELSEMANARIO.US
http://ELSEMANARIO.US

El Séffianario

29 Abrilz021 | 2

distrito dijo que esta agradecido
por su colaboracion con los alum-
nos y aprecia "'su defensa para
hacer de esto una prioridad.”

Liloni S. Ramos, quien se graduo
de las Escuelas Publicas de Denver
en 2011, dijo que no recibid ningu-
na leccion de finanzas personales
en la escuela secundaria. No fue
hasta que tomo un taller ofrecido a
través de una fundacion de becas
que aprendio sobre temas como la
elaboracion de presupuestos.

Al crecer, la elaboracion de
un presupuesto no era una cosa
porque apenas teniamos dinero
para llegar a fin de mes’, dijo Ra-
mos. "Esta conversacion, se nos ha
mantenido al margen con demasi-
ada frecuencia’.

En el West Early College, el im-
pulso para ofrecer una clase de
finanzas personales surgio de un
esfuerzo de todo el distrito para
mejorar la educacion de los es-
tudiantes negros. Este ano, todas
las escuelas de Denver tuvieron
que redactar un Plan de Excelen-

cia Negra. Cuando West pregunto
a las familias que mejoras querian
que hiciera la escuela y que cursos
debia ofrecer, la educacion finan-
ciera fue una de las mas solicita-
das, dijo la directora Mia Martinez
Lopez.

" Al crecer, la elaboracién
de un presupuesto no era
una, cosa, porque apenas
teniamos dinero para
llegar a fin de mes. Esta

conversacion, se nos ha,
mantenido al margen con
demasiada frecuencia".

Liloni S. Ramos, Gradud
de las Escuelas Publicas
de Denver

Walter ya impartia una clase
de economia en la que se abord-
aban brevemente las finanzas per-
sonales, y habia comprobado el

poder de esas lecciones para sus
alumnos.

‘Esa semana, sus oidos se
agudizaron’, dijo.

Asi que, con el apoyo de los re-
sponsables de la escuela, Walter
disend una clase de finanzas per-
sonales. Este trimestre estan in-
scritos unos 60 alumnos, algunos
de los cuales aprenden en perso-
na y otros se unen a la clase vir-
tualmente desde casa. La clase
comienza en el ano 1500 con el ha-
cimiento del credito moderno. Los
alumnos aprenden sobre el mer-
cado de valores, las puntuaciones
de crédito, los intereses, los présta-
mos y los seguros.

Los antiguos alumnos de las es-
cuelas publicas de Denver se han
reunido con la direccion de West
para dar su opinion sobre el curso.
Los antiguos alumnos forman par-
te de Ednium, un nuevo grupo de
graduados de entre 17 y 30 anos,
la mayoria de los cuales son per-
sonas de color. Kai Suematsu, que
se gradud en las Escuelas Publicas

de Denver en 2018, dijo que ayudar
a disenar el plan de estudios se si-
ente como un paso concreto.

"Solo tengo 20 anos, pero pue-
do mirarlo y decir: ;Qué querria
yo desde la perspectiva de la es-
cuela secundaria?’, dijo Suematsu,
que tomo una clase similar sobre
gestion de la riqueza cuando esta-
ba en la escuela secundaria. "Pue-
do decir: 'Esto me habria ayudado
mucho™

Jordan Johnson, estudiante de
tercer ano de West, dijo que cree
que la clase deberia ser obligatoria
para todos los estudiantes. Actual-
mente no esta inscrito, pero planea
apuntarse cuando se ofrezca de
nuevo.

"Algunos ninos tienen el proyec-
to en casa, donde sus padres les
ensefan sobre la educacion finan-
ciera’, dijo Johnson. "Para mucha
gente ese no es el caso. .. Esas son
las herramientas que van a necesi-
tar para sobrevivir para llegar a la
jubilacion y cuidar de su familia”.

Johnson estaba sentado en la

clase de Walter el dia que éste en-
seno sobre la oferta y la demanda,
el capital humano y la importancia
de invertir en uno mismo para ad-
quirir la educacion y la formacion
necesarias para tener éxito finan-
ciero. Walter pidié a los alumnos
que escribieran una cita que re-
sumiera esa idea.

Una estudiante que participaba
practicamente entrego una poesia
pura. Walter le pidio que leyera su
cita dos veces para que sus com-
paneros pudieran escucharla por
los altavoces del ordenador.

"En cada momento de la exis-
tencia’, leyo, "'uno esta creciendo
enmas o retrocediendo en menos”.

Melanie Asmar es reportera
senior de Chalkbeat, Colorado.

Traduccion por Juan Carlos
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El
Semanario.
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ACLU/Esp

olds no tenia antecedentes penal-
es y no tenia idea de que se habia
emitido una orden de arresto con-
tra ella. Fue detenida e ingresada
en la carcel del condado de Mesa.
Debido a que no se habia fijado
una fianza en la orden, la Sra. Reyn-
olds se vio obligada a permanecer
prisionera hasta comparecer ante
un juez que estableceria la fianza.
Pasaron cuatro dias antes de
que la Sra. Reynolds apareciera en
video ante un juez del condado de
Mesa para su primera compare-
cencia judicial. La ley de Colorado
claramente requeria que el juez
fijara una fianza para la Sra. Reyn-
olds, pero el juez no lo hizo. Segun
la demanda de la ACLU, una orden
administrativa emitida un ano an-
tes por el juez principal Flynn, en
violacion de la ley de Colorado, in-
struyo a los jueces del condado de
Mesa que no establezcan ni mod-
ifiquen la fianza para los acusados
que son arrestados por ordenes de

Crisis

are announcing today, comprised
of law enforcement, tribal leaders,
federal partners, service provid-
ers, and survivors, who will ensure
that the Departments work togeth-
er to protect Native women and to
address the epidemic of missing
persons, murder, and trafficking of
American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives. Savanna’s Act, named in hon-
or of Savanna LaFontaine-Grey-
wind, would require federal law
enforcement to create standard
guidelines on responding to these

otros condados.

Las oficinas del alguacil de
Mesa y Boulder acordaron com-
partir la responsabilidad de trans-
portar a la Sra. Reynolds a Boulder,
donde podria comparecer ante un
juez que estableceria una fianza.
La denuncia de la ACLU, basada
en comunicaciones intercambia-
das entre las oficinas del alguacil,
alega que ambas sabian que los
tribunales del condado de Mesa no
establecerian fianza y que la Sra.
Reynolds languidecera en la car-
cel hasta que comparecera ante
un juez de Boulder. Sin embargo,
retrasaron el transporte hasta que
fue conveniente para ellos, lo que
provoco un retraso de 15 dias antes
de que la Sra. Reynolds finalmente
apareciera en Boulder.

El juez de Boulder la liberd con
una fianza de reconocimiento per-
sonal, lo que significa que no era
un riesgo de fuga, ni una amena-
za para la seguridad publica, y no

crimes and increase data collection
on them.

Tribal communities across the
country are experiencing an epi-
demic of violence. More than 80%
of Native men and women will ex-
perience violence in their lifetimes,
and 34% of Native women will ex-
perience sexual violence or assault.
Additionally, Native women and
girls are disproportionately likely to
become victims of sex trafficking,
contributing to the crisis of missing
and murdered Indigenous wom-

estaba obligada a depositar dinero.
Poco después, se retiraron los car-
gos en su contra.

“‘Desde el dia en que arrestaron
a la Sra. Reynolds, ambas oficinas
del alguacil sabian que un juez del
condado de Mesa no estableceria
fianza y que ella permaneceria en
la carcel hasta que pudiera com-
parecer ante un juez de Boulder,’
dijo John A. Culver, del despacho
de abogados de Denver, Benezra
& Culver, PC, quien esté litigando el
caso como abogado colaborador
de la ACLU. "Cada dia que dem-
oraban cruelmente su transporte
significaba otro dia que la obliga-
ban a permanecer en la carcel, en
violacion de su derecho consti-
tucional a la oportunidad de una
pronta liberacion antes del juicio.
Su liberacion bajo una fianza de
reconocimiento personal y la rap-
ida retirada posterior de los cargos
muestra que no habia razéon val-
ida para hacerla pasar por el su-

en and girls. While there are many
federal programs and resources
that can be directed to address the
problems of violent crime in Indi-
an Country against American Indi-
ans and Alaska Natives, there was
no plan or strategy to do so until
Cortez Masto and Murkowski took
on this challenge for communities
in Nevada, Alaska, and across the
country.

For More Nevada News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

frimiento de mas de dos semanas
de encarcelamiento previo al juicio
innecesario e injustificado.”

Mientras esperaba la liberacion
previa al juicio, la Sra. Reynolds
perdio su trabajo como cuidadora
de cuidados paliativos. Fue agre-
dida en la carcel del condado de
Mesa y paso los dias siguientes
aterrorizada de que pudiera volver
a suceder. "Los eventos traumati-
cos que ocurrieron durante mis 15
dias encarcelados injustamente
no terminaron una vez que fui lib-
erada,” dijo la Sra. Reynolds, “La
angustia emocional estara conmi-
go por el resto de mi vida. Es ab-
solutamente tragico y espantoso
lo quebrado que es realmente el
sistema legal”

A lo largo de los anos, la ACLU
ha recibido repetidas quejas de
que las personas detenidas en un
condado con una orden judicial
de otro condado experimentan
demoras injustificadas para ver a

un juez o fijar una fianza. En 2017, la
ACLU demando en nombre de un
hombre que paso 52 dias en la car-
cel del condado de Teller por una
orden judicial fuera del condado
sin ver a un juez.

“Para proteger el derecho con-
stitucional a una oportunidad in-
mediata de libertad previa al juicio,
la legislatura debe asegurarse de
que la fianza se establezca a mas
tardar 48 horas después del arres-
to," dijo Silverstein. "Un proyecto
de ley actualmente pendiente en
la legislatura de Colorado, HB 21-
1280, haria exactamente eso.”

La Sra. Reynolds esta represen-
tada por Silverstein y Culver, asi
como por la abogada del personal
de la ACLU, Arielle Herzberg, y la
abogada cooperante de la ACLU,
Anna Fullerton.

Aprende mas sobre HB 21-1280

Para Noticias de Colorado:
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caso de los estudiantes indigenas,
las consecuencias pueden ser
aun mayores.

Muchos estudiantes nativos vi-
ven en zonas remotas sin acceso
a Internet en casa. Algunos viven
sin necesidades basicas como
la electricidad y el agua corrien-
te, y muchos cargan con el peso
de la pérdida sobre sus hombros,
después de haber visto como el
virus arrasaba sus comunidades,
familias y aldeas, a veces arre-
batando a los miembros de la fa-
milia uno a uno.

Solo en la Nacion Navajo, al
menos 30.267 personas han dado
positivo en las pruebas del coro-
navirus; 1.262 han muerto. Y es
ampliamente conocido que el
pais indio en su conjunto ha sufri-
do de forma desproporcionada la
pandemia, debido a la negligencia
del gobierno y a generaciones de
atencion sanitaria inadecuada. Un
estudio reciente de los CDC des-
cubrio que la incidencia acumu-
lada de COVID-19 era 3.5 veces
mayor en los pueblos indigenas
que en los blancos.

He aqui como describen sus
experiencias algunos estudiantes
indigenas.

Makai Tsosie, Diné

‘Siento que es un verdadero
desafio, y es dificil hacer mis tareas
solo’, dice Makai. "En quinto grado,
nos ensenaron a aprender en gru-
posy a trabajar juntos, y no solos”.

Cuando estas en una clase
presencial, ‘los profesores te en-
senan el trabajo. resuelven los
problemas contigo”. En casa, no re-
cibe la misma orientacion.

Y cuando sus padres intentan
ayudar, sigue faltando algo. "Nues-
tros padres no recuerdan real-
mente como hacer ciertas tareas
que estamos haciendo”.

Echa de menos los deportes or-
ganizados; por ejemplo, fue miem-
bro del equipo de baloncesto. Para
llenar el vacio, ha pasado mucho
tiempo practicando su cordada de
terneros utilizando dos maniquies
de cordada fuera de la casa.

‘Cuando veo a otros nifios de
fuera de la reserva, se involu-
cran realmente en los deportes
y pueden seguir jugando porque
tienen lugares para hacerlo. No-
sotros no. Nuestros amigos viven
lejos, y nosotros no tenemos un lu-
garalqueir’.

Para la mayoria de los nifos na-
vajos, la reserva es un patio de rec-
reo de tierra. Los nifnos no tienen
acceso a las canchas de balon-
cesto porque la mayoria estan en
los gimnasios de las escuelas, y
éstas estan cerradas. La mayoria
de los nifos no tienen entradas de
cemento, calles pavimentadas o

campos de césped para practicar
deportes. Y no pueden jugar en los
parques cercanos, ya que normal-
mente no hay ninguno.

Para empeorar las cosas, Makai
perdio a un tio a causa del virus, un
pariente que le animd a seguir con
sus tareas escolares y le ayudo a
practicar la cordada. Tras la muerte
de su tio, Makai empezo a dormir
mas y se retrasd en la escuela.
Como para muchos nifos navajos,
su familia extendida era tan impor-
tante para el como su familiainme-
diata.

La pandemia acerco a su fa-
milia, dice. "Una cosa buena es
que nosotros, como familia, esta-
mos mucho tiempo juntos, esta-
mos mas en casa con los demas.
.. Antes de esta pandemia, nunca
estabamos en un mismo lugar a
la vez. Siento que hemos crecido
juntos mas y que nos queremos
mucho mas”.

Elishah Tsosie

Elishah, alumno de sexto gra-
do, dice que echa de menos que
su madre sea solo su madre, y no
su maestra. Aligual que su herma-
no, también echa de menos estar
en un aula de verdad, donde los
profesores dan instrucciones paso
a paso. "Mi madre se limita a expli-
carlo una o dos veces y nos deja
solos”.

Despues de la escuela -la me-
jor parte del dia- le gusta montar a
caballo. Y ha empezado a apren-
der a hacer joyas navajo, junto con
su hermano.

Pero echa de menos a sus
amigos. A veces ve en la tele-
vision o en publico a ninos que vis-
itan a una multitud de familiares y
amigos, y le gustaria tener ese lujo.
Pero ha aprendido que no puede
hacer esas cosas en la reserva. Es
demasiado peligroso.

"Mi experiencia es diferente’,
dice. "Quiero quedarme en casa
porque no me apetece coger el
virus”.

Thalia Lee, Diné

Al menos tres veces a la se-
mana, Thalia Lee, de 15 anos,
se levanta a las 5 de la manana,
preparandose para un largo dia de
aprendizaje en linea, tanto en la es-
cuela secundaria como en la uni-
versidad.

Se levanta temprano para hac-
er las tareas y, a veces, para hacer
gjercicio, y luego desayuna justo
antes de conectarse a las clases en
el instituto Volcano Vista de Albu-
querque, donde cursa el segundo
ano. Mas tarde, pasa a sus clases en
el Central New Mexico Community
College. Por la noche se dedica a
hacer los deberes y luego sevaala
cama a las 8 de la tarde.

"A veces, antes de irme a dormir,
pienso que no sé como voy a hacer
todo esto. A veces, llorar es mi for-
ma de afrontar el estres”.

No tiene que ser una estudiante
de doble crédito, que toma clases
de la escuela secundaria y de la
universidad, pero quiere ser docto-
ra, una meta que tiene desde hace
mucho tiempo. Como estudiante
indigena, dice que tiene que traba-
jar el doble para tener éxito. Tam-
bién se esfuerza mas porque es
una estudiante kinestésica, alguien
que aprende mejor a traves de la
experiencia practica.

"Una, cosa buena, es que
nosotros, como familia,
estamos mucho tiempo
juntos, estamos mas en
casa con los demas. ...

Antes de esta pandemia,
nunca, estdbamos en un
mismo lugar a la vez.
Siento que hemos crecido
juntos mas y que nos
queremos mucho mas".

Makai Tsosie, Diné

"En el caso de la ciencia, apren-
do viendo a alguien hacerloy luego
lo hago yo misma’. Eso incluye tra-
bajar con productos quimicos por
su cuenta para la clase de quimica,
‘Una asignatura muy dura’, ahade.
‘No sé si realmente estoy apren-
diendo algo. A veces dudo mucho
de lo que sé, pero también me sor-
prendo a mi misma”.

Para anadir a sus preocupa-
ciones y estrés, Thalia contrajo el
COVID-19 a finales del ano pasado
y dice que lo contagio a su familia
inmediata y extensa. Aunque no se
perdieron vidas, lleva la culpa con
ella a diario.

Los adultos enfermaron mas
que ella. "Por eso me senti mal. Me
senti un poco culpable y me culpé
a mi misma. Me hizo darme cuen-
ta de lo malo que es realmente el
COVID".

Geoffrey Hughte, Zuni Pueblo

El ano pasado por estas fechas,
Geoffrey Hughte, estudiante de
tercer ano de la Escuela Secund-
aria de Zuni, se deleitaba con la
idea de que las vacaciones de pri-
mavera se prolongaran a causa de
la pandemia. El joven de 17 anos
estaba deseando salir con sus
amigos y practicar sus habilidades
de conduccion. Pero la diversion
no durd mucho: El virus desen-
cadenod ordenes de quedarse en
casa, y el aislamiento resultd no
tener fin.

"La vida se ralentizd drastica-
mente. Sabia que era algo que
daba mucho miedo. .. Hubo partes
en las que, sinceramente, no pare-
cia real. Perdi a mi tio por parte de
mi padre y a algunos otros de mi
familia extensa’.

La dificultad anadida vino al
darse cuenta de que él y su familia
tenian poco o ningun control sobre
lo que podria pasar si se exponian
al virus. Todo “era realmente con-
fuso’, tanto a nivel global como a
su alrededor. "Teniamos nuestras
propias luchas personales, y lel
virus] se sumaba a la complejidad
de lo que ya estaba ocurriendo
en el mundo’. Ademas de preocu-
parse por terminar los deberes y
mantener las amistades, tuvo que
preocuparse por como se estaba
propagando el COVID-19 y quién
seria el siguiente en sucumbir.

Paso la mayor parte del ano
pasado en su habitacion, ocupan-
dose de las tareas escolares y
viendo videos de YouTube, que
le ofrecian una via de escape de
su pequeno Pueblo rural. Vive en
un hogar multigeneracional y su
madre trabaja en el ambito de la
sanidad, lo que a veces provo-
ca un estrés y una preocupacion
anadidos.

"Daba miedo porque, de hecho,
nosotros también teniamos que
pasar la cuarentena. Mi madre va
a Gallup, NM, por trabajo, y trabaja
con personas mayores’. Empezo a
decirle "ten cuidado” antes de que

de los republicanos y el 5% de los
democratas dijeron que definitiva-
mente no recibirian la vacuna.

Steiner, quien planea retirarse
a fin de mes como editora de una
revista para la Asociacion de Salud
Catolica, dijo que estaba ansiosa
por vacunarse. Tiene un trastorno
inmunologico que la pone en alto
riesgo de contraer una forma grave
de covid, y no ha visto a algunos de
sus nietos en un ano y medio.

Pero dijo que algunos de los
hombres de su vida estaban dis-
puestos a esperar mas tiempo para
recibir las dosis y que algunos sobri-
nos ni siquiera las querian. Su her-
mano, de 65 anos, recibid la vacuna
de Johnson & Johnson de un sola
dosis a principios de abril despues
que su hija lo ayudara con la cita.

Steiner, que ahora ha recibido
ambas dosis de la vacuna de Mod-
erna, dijo que no se arrepiente de
haber dado viajado cinco horas de
ida y vuelta para recibir su primera
dosis en febrero. (Pudo encontrar
un lugar mas cercano para su se-
gunda dosis).

“Es por mi seguridad, por la se-
guridad de mis hijos, por la segu-

se fuera a trabajar, y lo sigue ha-
ciendo. Afortunadamente, anade,
‘nunca le ha pasado nada’.

La gestion de las tareas esco-
lares se hizo mas dificil a medida
que avanzaba la pandemia. Como
muchos de sus companeros, dice
que llegd aunpuntoderupturay se
sintié abrumado por el aislamiento
y la agitacion. "Después de estar
encerrada tanto tiempo, se te em-
pieza a meter mucho en la cabeza.
Entré en una pequena depresion
durante el verano, y senti que mu-
cha gente también lo hizo".

Algunos estudiantes recurrieron
a las drogas o al alcohol para so-
brellevar la situacion, pero él siguio
centrado en sus estudios. "A vec-
es sientes que es un infierno, pero
es el momento el que te domina’,
dice. "No puedes dejar que te at-
rape. Solo tienes que darte cuenta
de que es solo en ese momento, y
que pasara”.

Sunnie R. Clahchischiligi es
escritora colaboradora de
Searchlight New Mexico,

una organizacion de noticias
no partidista y sin fines de
lucro dedicada al reportaje de
investigacion en Nuevo México.

Traduccion por Juan Carlos
Uribe-The Weekly Issue/El
Semanario.

Para Mas Noticias de New México:
ELSEMANARIO.US

ridad de mis vecinos, por la gente
que vaamiiglesia”, dijo. "Realmente
no entiendo la resistencia”.

“En mi familia, las mujeres
son un millén de veces
mas proactivas para la

vacunacién contra, covid.

Generalmente, las mujeres
son mas proactivas con
respecto a la salud de la

familia”.

Mary Ann Steiner

Laura Ungar es la Editora/
Corresponsal de la oficina de
Kaiser Health News en St. Louis.
Esta historia fue producida
por Kaiser Health News, un
programa editorialmente
independiente de la Kaiser
Family Foundation que no
estd relacionado con Kaiser
Permanente.

Leer Mas Noticias de COVID-19:
ELSEMANARIO.US
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Geoffrey Hughte stands in the driveway to his home in Zuni Pueblo. / Geoffrey Hughte en
la entrada de su casa en Zuni Pueblo.

The pandemic brought his fam-
ily closer, he says. "One good thing
is us as a family being together a
lot, being at home with each oth-
er more. .. Before this pandemic,
we were never at one place at one
time. | feel like we have grown to-
gether more and loved one anoth-
er just that much more.”

“One good thing is us as
a family being together
a lot, being at home
with each other more. ...
Before this pandemic, we
were never at one place
at one time. I feel like
we have grown together
more and loved one
another just that much
more.”

Makai Tsosie, Diné

Reynolds was forced to remain a
prisoner until she appeared be-
fore a judge who would set bond.

It took four days before Ms.
Reynolds appeared by video be-
fore a Mesa County judge for her
first judicial appearance. Colora-
do law clearly required the judge
to set bond for Ms. Reynolds, but
the judge did not. According to
the ACLU’s lawsuit, an adminis-
trative order issued a year earlier
by Chief Judge Flynn, in violation
of Colorado law, instructed Mesa
County judges not to set or mod-
ify bonds for defendants who are
arrested on warrants from other
counties.

The Mesa and Boulder Sher-
iff's Offices agreed to share re-
sponsibility for transporting Ms.
Reynolds to Boulder, where she
could appear before a judge

Elishah Tsosie

Elishah, a sixth-grader, says
he misses his mom being just his
mom — and not his teacher. Like
his brother, he also misses being
in a real classroom, where teach-
ers give step-by-step instructions.
"My mom, she kind of just explains
it like one or two times and she'll
leave us on our own.”

After school — the best part of
the day — he likes to ride horses.
And he's started learning how to
make Navajo jewelry, along with
his brother.

But he misses his friends.
Sometimes he sees kids on tele-
vision or in public who are visiting
a crowd of family and friends, and
he wishes he had that luxury. But
he's learned that he can't do those
things on the reservation. It's too
dangerous.

"My experience is different”
he says. “| want to stay home be-
cause | don't feel like getting the
virus.”

who would set bond. The ACLU'’s
complaint, based on commu-
nications exchanged between
the sheriff's offices, alleges that
both knew that the Mesa Coun-
ty courts would not set bond and
that Ms. Reynolds would lan-
guish in jail until she appeared
before a Boulder judge. Never-
theless, they delayed transport
until it was convenient for them,
causing a delay of 15 days before
Ms. Reynolds finally appeared in
Boulder.

The Boulder judge released
her on a personal recognizance
bond, meaning that she was not
a flight risk, nor a threat to pub-
lic safety, and was not required
to post any money. Shortly af-
terwards, the charge against her
was dropped.

“From the day Ms. Reynolds

Thalia Lee, Diné

At least three times a week,
15-year-old Thalia Lee is up at 5
a.m., getting ready for a long day of
both high school and college on-
line learning.

She's up early to do chores and
sometimes to exercise, then she
eats breakfast just before logging
in to classes at Volcano Vista High
School in Albuquerque, where
she's a sophomore. Later in the day,
she switches to her classes at Cen-
tral New Mexico Community Col-
lege. Her evenings are dedicated
to homework and then it's time for
bedat 8 pm.

“Sometimes before | go to sleep,
I'm like, | don't even know how I'm
going to get all this done. Some-
times crying is my own way of cop-
ing with my stress.”

She doesn't have to be a du-
al-credit student, taking both high
school and college classes, but she
wants to become a doctor, a goal
she's had for a very long time. As an
Indigenous student, she says she
has to work twice as hard to suc-
ceed. She also puts in more work
because she's a kinesthetic learner,
someone who learns best through
hands-on experience.

“For science, | learn through
watching someone do it and then
| do it myself” That includes work-
ing with chemicals on her own for
chemistry class — "a very hard
subject,” she adds. *| don't know if
I'm really learning anything. Some-
times | really doubt myself on how
much | know, but | also surprise my-
self”

Adding to her worries and stress,
Thalia contracted COVID-19 late
last year and says she spread it to

was arrested, both sheriff's of-
fices knew that a Mesa County
judge would not set bond and
that she would remain in jail until
she could appear before a Boul-
der judge,” said John A. Culver,
of the Denver law firm, Benez-
ra & Culver, PC, who is litigating
the case as an ACLU Cooperat-
ing Attorney. “Every day that they
callously delayed transporting
her meant another day they were
forcing her to remain in jail, in vi-
olation of her constitutional right
to an opportunity to prompt pre-
trial release. Her release on a PR
bond and the quick subsequent
dropping of the charges shows
that there was no valid reason to
put her through the suffering of
more than two weeks of unnec-
essary and unjustified pretrial in-
carceration.”

her immediate and extended fam-
ily. Though no lives were lost, she
carries the guilt with her daily.

The adults got more ill than she
did. “That's why | felt bad. | felt kind
of guilty, and | blamed myself. It
made me realize how bad COVID
really is."

Geoffrey Hughte, Zuni Pueblo

Around this time last vyear,
Geoffrey Hughte, a junior at Zuni
High School, reveled in the idea
that spring break was prolonged
because of the pandemic. The
17-year-old looked forward to
hanging out with friends and prac-
ticing his driving skills. But the
amusement didn't last long: The vi-
rus triggered stay-at-home orders,
and the isolation turned out to have
no end.

“Life just slowed down drasti-
cally. I knew it was something that
was really scary. .. There were parts
where it honestly didn't feel real. |
lost my uncle on my dad’s side and
a few others in my extended family.”

The added difficulty came with
realizing that he and his family had
little to no control over what might
happen if they were exposed to
the virus. Everything “was just re-
ally confused,” both globally and
all around him. “We had our own
personal struggles, and lthe virus]
added to the complexity of what
was already going on in the world.”
In addition to worrying about fin-
ishing homework and maintaining
friendships, he had to worry about
how COVID-19 was spreading and
who would be the next to suc-
cumb.

He spent most of the past year
in his room, tending to schoolwork

While waiting for pretrial re-
lease, Ms. Reynolds lost her job
as a hospice caregiver. She was
assaulted in the Mesa County
Jail and spent succeeding days
terriied that it could happen
again. "“The traumatic events that
occurred during my wrongfully
incarcerated 15 days did not end
once | was released,” Ms. Reyn-
olds said, "The emotional dis-
tress will be with me for the rest
of my life. It's absolutely tragic
and appalling how broken the le-
gal system truly is.”

Over the years, the ACLU has
fielded repeated complaints that
persons held in one county on a
warrant from a different county
experience unjustified delays in
seeing a judge or in setting bail.
In 2017, the_ ACLU sued on behalf
of a man who spent 52 days in
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and watching YouTube videos,
which offered an escape from his
small rural Pueblo. He lives in a
multi-generational home and his
mother works in the health-care
field, which at times causes added
stress and worry.

‘It was scary because we actu-
ally had to quarantine ourselves,
too. My mom goes to Gallup, NM,
for work, and she works with elder
people.” He began telling her “just
be careful” before she went to
work, and he still does. Thankful-
ly. he adds, “nothing has ever hap-
pened to her”

Managing schoolwork got more
difficult as the pandemic wore on.
Like many of his peers, he says he
reached a breaking point and felt
overwhelmed by the isolation and
turmoil. "After being locked up for
so long. it starts to get in your head
a lot. I went into a little depression
over the summer, and | felt like a lot
of people did, too.”

Some students turned to drugs
or alcohol to cope, but he remained
focused on his studies. “Some-
times you feel like it's hell, but it's
just the moment that has a grasp
onyou," he says. “You can't let it get
a hold of you. You just have to re-
alize it's just in that moment, and it
will pass”

Sunnie R. Clahchischiligi is
a Contributing Writer with
Searchlight New Mexico, a
non-partisan, nonprofit news
organization dedicated to
investigative reporting in New
Mexico.

For More New México News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

ACLU

the Teller County Jail on an out-
of-county warrant without see-
ing a judge.

“To protect the constitution-
al right to a prompt opportunity
for pretrial release, the legisla-
ture should ensure that bond is
set no later than 48-hours after
an arrest,” Silverstein said. "A bill
currently pending in the Colora-
do legislature, HB 21-1280, would
do exactly that.”

Ms. Reynolds is represented
by Silverstein and Culver as well
as ACLU Staff Attorney Arielle
Herzberg and ACLU Cooperating
Attorney Anna Fullerton.

Read the full complaint. Learn
the facts about HB 21-1280.

For More Colorado News:
ELSEMANARIO.US


http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=HAYlXajW-2BIN8Vs6-2F5-2FG7mInKJxWTq2MBepyCe5ZaXr1ECHwMfN-2BUEZjXRi7SzgaZ8ubVk8B7EwzOL6-2B59mJI8FRnkZ73kmvtOXCGtyOkqxI-3D1wGI_kUSOyLKFh1DUjfbFLTjqYKjJTWPrZ1CRZ-2FemmPAVoXiKGYGFSrm-2B41jAdJ1y479-2ByEk-2BkVS-2F5uZG44x9PmQmrP8PrJ6RSCqqjSv4MjH6F2botFr5Z5PvK3bWYzwV4PUHg5LsDacoy6KyG8J25q3MtdyYHfJv9woh6-2BePQh0mOBre-2BJLhbsd9ktjFZSvUiBgqgSY-2FyuGD9P-2F0KGNhiRI4-2B34zl9mOukuNv6ogT8jDDjR7Zc8l0JZTIEYbZzZxK46Z7QzdH4KrIzTy8efyuEG0zyVVjroCw2m1H-2BGy1sjUk-2BlD1S6azGQa44TgIhFeaT4NydjxkuPnFf-2Fz-2FpMoSI5Ne-2FgZqdikVCgXdaiAhU29It8attvXPJ0EMJDWks7I6moD5Yg3SXhSbCAIfA5qge1LUQ-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=HAYlXajW-2BIN8Vs6-2F5-2FG7mDbzNvxOkbKVUBgH1WqoFVNQqp-2BIVW2U7A-2BtqyRdvrNWUJtDi9MD0eD1cZazUz7RlrKzJt54uH7zzJj7loCPpXytv6jK3DS03daSMp88Sr-2FXfudVpyi17b6mZMdFVcwwFQ-3D-3DpXSC_kUSOyLKFh1DUjfbFLTjqYKjJTWPrZ1CRZ-2FemmPAVoXiKGYGFSrm-2B41jAdJ1y479-2ByEk-2BkVS-2F5uZG44x9PmQmrP8PrJ6RSCqqjSv4MjH6F2botFr5Z5PvK3bWYzwV4PUHg5LsDacoy6KyG8J25q3MtdyYHfJv9woh6-2BePQh0mOBre-2BJLhbsd9ktjFZSvUiBgqgSY-2FyuGD9P-2F0KGNhiRI4-2B34zl9mOukuNv6ogT8jDDjSZpXXbTj3CVNqz0KRr-2ByejwhyguUk8LKwxQUcN2ES8fXuZgiOpCR4EQNWsvAYRfTbiqlVwyDjukIbqeQ2dlS8oEUcqDxTbEx3Sm-2BVYKwHatFruQ4buxR3lurG8euOH3RerPDbsssM4bK7XaTBIoOGr5Qmacd9vQ5mfDOkWANNdRQ-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=HAYlXajW-2BIN8Vs6-2F5-2FG7mDbzNvxOkbKVUBgH1WqoFVNQqp-2BIVW2U7A-2BtqyRdvrNWL-2BnjzQK3wszajqm-2BPOOkFN-2B0D7fijAqbqNkeYJuC6u3xOmMa8SAq7ySK9eHhgIYFq2UV_kUSOyLKFh1DUjfbFLTjqYKjJTWPrZ1CRZ-2FemmPAVoXiKGYGFSrm-2B41jAdJ1y479-2ByEk-2BkVS-2F5uZG44x9PmQmrP8PrJ6RSCqqjSv4MjH6F2botFr5Z5PvK3bWYzwV4PUHg5LsDacoy6KyG8J25q3MtdyYHfJv9woh6-2BePQh0mOBre-2BJLhbsd9ktjFZSvUiBgqgSY-2FyuGD9P-2F0KGNhiRI4-2B34zl9mOukuNv6ogT8jDDjR2XYYYqCJ9GSfXhODOPgIU0It6WvW8Kl3K-2BFJqlSsNRb3lt5tLNucZgwE-2F5O2NP3Op4z5b-2Bm1AF3kVwtjut9nRxGqOaXlGe2qpWg4LqMNehcxAFucU4nnRhI71Q7sq9Nv-2Fw9pNLXdxBdREv54ieetpTS3bYVU5ubmV6PWIrdAwQA-3D-3D
http://ELSEMANARIO.US

2% | 20 Abril 2021

LCAC

mission behind his organizing and
academic work is to synthesize,
practice, and disseminate what
is needed to dismantle injustice
and build meaningful peace.

LCAC also announced Mayara
Smith, Camila Parreiras, Dailey
Goncalves, Jéssica Goés, Leticia
Moreno from Negrafrica, as the
inaugural artists. Negrafrica is a
Brazilian artist collective special-
izing in different mediums such
as comics, photography, painting,
drawing and poetry. Their art is
focused on investigating identi-
ty. race, and their experiences as
Black women.

Together, Wilson-Becerril
and Negrafrica will focus on the
themes of “Peace and Conflict in
Latin America: Violence, Resis-
tance, and Social Justice"—cre-
ating eight workshops this Spring
on how to make change, from
everyday artivism and grassroots
organizing to institutional and in-
ternational advocacy.

The world needs answers now
more than ever: how do we trans-
form violence and build peace?
Popul/Arte will take an interdis-
ciplinary approach while center-
ing Latin American arts, cultures,
and histories in pursuit of this
question. The materials from this
artist-scholar residency will be
available online to the widest au-
dience possible through free and
engaging multimedia. Michael
and Negrafrica will be available
to provide technical assistance
and resources to artists and ed-
ucators interested in these topics.

Popul/Arte will  culminate
in the public presentation of a
co-created art project that lives in
the LCAC Library and is accessi-
ble to all.

Popul/Arte Workshop Sche_
dule: Popul/Arte will offer two
weekly virtual workshops over
four weeks, launching May 18th,
2021, at 6 PM, that are free to
all. On Tuesdays, at 6pm, lec-
tures will explore decolonial ap-
proaches to peace, conflict and
environmental justice. In con-
junction with the weekly top-
ics, on Saturdays, at ipm, art
workshops will introduce the
audience to Brazlian concepts
of making art with resources
around you to amplify your cre-
ative expression and voice.

Week 1: Tue., May 18, from 6
PM to 7:30 PM, Imagining Latin
America; and Sat., May 22, from
1 PM to 2:30 PM, Seeing Through
Your Window // O que vocé vé
da sua janela?

Week 2: Tue., May 25, from 6
PM to 7:30 PM, Violence, Colo-
nialism, and Militarism; and Sat.,
May 29, from 1 PM to 2:30 PM,
Fanzine // Producao de zine

Week 3: Tue., Jun. 01, from 6
PM to 7:30 PM, Resisting Violence
and Organizing Peace; and Sat.,
Jun. 05, from 1 PM to 2:30 PM, Im-
provised Art Collage // Arte da
Gambiarra and Fotografia pelo
telefone.

Week 4: Tue. Jun. 08, from 6
PM to 7:30 PM, Environmental Cri-
sis and Decolonial Futures; and
Sat. Jun. 12, from 1 PM to 2:30 PM,
Eco-Painting // Terra Como Pin-
tura.

Popul/Arte registration is now
open at http://bit.ly/popul-arte.

Visit LCAC-denver.org to learn
more about arte, cultura, and his-
toria.

For More Colorado News:
ELSEMANARIO.US

NEEDED: Certified Interpreters

The New Mexico Immigrant Law Center is seeking
certified interpreter volunteers to assist our
staff with client appointments. This
opportunity directly benefits
our clients and their

cases. We need -
you! _ g

=aNMILC

Our most

urgent need is for
certified Spanish-English

interpreters but we welcome any
certified interpreter willing to volunteer.

Interested? Get started at:

nmilc.org/volunteer-inquiry-form

NEW MEXICO IMMIGRANT LAW CENTER

El Séffianario

10 DE ABRIL - 22 DE AGOSTO DE 2021

JARDINES DE
LA MENTE

Descubra Flores surrealistas y FlorDali,
dos series de litografias rara vez vistas.

INCLUIDO CON LA ENTRADA A LOS JARDINES.
ES NECESARIO OBTENER ENTRADAS POR ADELANTADO.

DENVERBOTANIC

GARZENS

1007 York Street | botanicgardens.org

PATROCINADOR PRINCIPAL

Wealth
Management

CON EL APOYQ DE

Organizado por Marie Selby Botanical Gardens y The Dali Museum.



https://www.lcac-denver.org/
http://ELSEMANARIO.US
http://nmilc.org/volunteer-inquiry-form

N@ MORE

“THAT DOESN'T LAPPEN TO GUYS”
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